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A QUESTION OR TWO

Between now and.election day our
Liberal friends will tell the electorate
of many things which the government
ought to Have done in the way of rail-
way construction; but we wish they
would make it convenient to tell us:

If any railway company, other than
the Canadian Northern and the Kettle
River Valley company, was prepared
to make the government an offer to
construct any line of railway in the
province, which is not provided for by
the two contracts which the govern-
ment has submitted to the people.

If they do not think a railway from
Victeria to Barkley Sound will be a
good thing.

If they do not think an up-to-date
car-ferry connecting Vancouver Island
will be -a good thing.

If they do not think a railway from
the Coast to Hope on the South side
of the Fraser will be a good thing.

1f they do not think a railway from
Kamloops to Yellow Head Pass will be
a good thing.

If they do not think it a good thing
to link these lines up as a part of a
transcantinental railway.

Suppose.our opposition friends drop
personalities for a little while and an-
swer these questions.

G. T. PACIFIC PLANS.

We have a Vancouver despatch this
morning which 'says that the Grand
Trunk Pacific Branch Lines company
is contemplating the construction of a
line from : Yellow Head Pass to Van-,
ccuver by way of Lillooett. We shall
not be at all surprised to learn that
this is true. Indeed, it is just what we
would expect the Grand Trunk Pa-
cific to do, for by so doing it would get
a line through virgin country, and
would be able to reach Vancouver Is-
land by way of Bute Inlet with a mini-
mum. of construetion. This was one
of the suggestions to Sir Charles Riv-
ers-Wilson and Mr. Hays- when they
were here a month ago.

That the action of the provincial
government in assisting the Canadian
Northern may have spurred the Grand
Tfunk-Pacific’ to-action, we can very
easily believe, as we have already sug-
gested that snch “would be: the rase.
We should not be sprprigegvto ﬁp‘d'the
Grand-Frunk Pacific coming forward’
with proposals looking to the con-
struction of a railway by the route
proposed,';g'i‘l_?h; connection wvith the Is-
land; and ifsthey arg made, and are at
all reasonwble, we’ bespeak for them
favorable consideration.
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THE SKEENA INDIANS

According  to' préess despatches of
vesterday, a’ somewhat serious ‘situa-
tien has develaped on the Skeena, al-
theugh . we think the reports are
much . exaggerated:: The Colonist has
been aware for some time of the:atti-
tude of the Indians towards the white
people; but has refrained from saying
much .about it in the hope that the
former would reafize that their absurd
claims cannot be recognized. It has
been of the opinion that the Indian
Department did not fully appreciate
the gravity of the situation, but fore-
bore saying..so lest injustice might ba
thereby ‘done. We are not now refer-
ring to the local officers of the Depart-
ment, but to the responsible heads at
Ottawa. We have reason to think that
representations have ‘been made to the
federal government that any uneasi-
ness that existed was due in some way
to the provincial government. How-
ever 'this may be, it is evident that Mr.
Templeman, who is the répresentative
from this.province in the Ottawa min-
istry, and member of the House of
Commonsg for the constituency in
which “the * unrest = exists;” 'has ‘not
grasped the real nature’ of _tl‘\e trouble,
for we are .sure that, if he Vhad‘ldone'
so. he would have urged upon:the De-
partment the necessity of something
being done to avert possible trouble.
Things have come about a good deal
as we were led to expect; that is, the
Indians became openly troublesome as

soon as winter showed signs of setting |
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The attitude of the Indians is not
due to their own initiative. They have
been exceedingly badly advised by
false friends. The idea that they are
the sovereign lords of the whole coun-
try has been instilled into their minds
by designing men, -and it has been
fostered by the extraordinary position
taken by certain newspapers, especi-
ally in connection with the Songhees
Reserve. Over and over again it has
been asserted that' the Songhees could
not be deprived of what they claimed
as their rights ‘without their assent,
and that any attéempt to compel them
to vacate the smallest part of the land
they occupy would be a violation of
solemn rights secured to them by
treaty. This view has been advanced
by the newspaper, which may be as-
sumed to speak for the Minister of
Inland Revenue, and we have not the
least doubt that the utterances of that
paper have been used to excite the
Skeena Indians to an exaggerated idea
of their status under the law. We do
not suggest that the views referred to
were #expressed with any such inten-
tion; but it is a fact that certain ad-
visers of the Indians have been labor-
ing to convince them that they hadj

-3

valuable rights, which they had never
alienated, and that in the hands of
these advisers everything said, that
was calculated to support such a posi-
tion, had been made the most of.

We hope the situation will ot grow
any more difficult;. but we do not dis-
guise from ourselves the facét’that it
may easily become so,~There are =
great many . white.. men along the
Skeena, and they will not put up with
very- much. frem -the -Indians. There
is, Pn the other hand,~a danger that
“the Indians may’ have their passions
inflamed by liqpor, and in that case
there is no telling what may Happen.

THE CONGO.’

The affairs of the Congo Free State
continue to demand great considera-
tion, and, as the despatches have al-
ready told us, Sir Conan Doyle has put
himself at the head of a movement de-
signed’ to better the condition of the
people of that-unhappy country. There
is considerable populaT misconception
of what the Congo Free State is, the
name being a complete misnomer. The
are of the country is put at 900,000
square miles, and its popalation at 30,-
000,000, of Bantu origin, and some 2,000
Europeans. It is an exceedingly fertile
country, and well watered. Politically
tis title' is the Congo Independent
-State. At one time it was governed by
the Congo International association,
which carried on its affairs for' two
years. In 1885 the present establish-
ment was set up, the state béing plac+
¢d upon the personal sovereignty of
the King of the Belgians; but the
treaties under which the government
was established provided for freedom
of navigation of its waterways, free
trade, and the abolition of ‘slavery. In
1889 the King of the Belgians convey-
ed his sovereign rights to the state.
Later‘kthe Congo administration gave
Belgium a ten years option of annexa-
tion, and this right Belgium seeks to
exercise. But the step has not yvet re-
ceived the sanction of the powefs, and
Sir Edward Grey, British Foreign Min-
ister, thus describes the action of the
government on the question:

We have not yet recognized the Bel-
gian annexation of the Congo. We
hope and trust the responsible govern-
ment—responsible to a free parlia-
ment as the Belgian is—will take in
hand the Congo and reform it. We ask,
before we recognize their annexation,
for an answer to two questions. First,
Is a great part of the native population
of the Congo still obliged to labor com-
pulsorily for the greater portion of the
vear under the guise of taxation?
And, second, Is the country still closed
to trade? Till these two questions/are

for us to récognize the annexation, be-
cause we cannot, by a positive act of
our own countersign the system which
existed in the old _Congo - State, and
which successive British ‘governments
bave sb, frequently denoiwmced as in-
compatible with treaty obligations. The
Belgian Colopial Minister has lately

just returned. I trust we shall krdow
soon the result of his visft, betause the
present situation is one which cannot
be prolonged indefinitely. We deslre it
to be ended by recognition of the Bel-
gian annexation. “We éannot recognize
that annexation till the system of gov-
ernment in the Congo has been chang-
ed, and if the situation is prolonged
indefinitely it must result in undesir-
able complications. ¢

It seems difficult to get at the exact
facts respecting the Congo. - Suppres-
sion of news has been reduced to a fine
art by those responsible for the ad-
ministration of the country; but if half
the truth has been told, or if the
stories; repeated with every-indication
of authenticity are only half true, the
state of the Congo demands the inter-
vention of all enlightened govern-
 ments.
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At his meeting at Alberni, Mr. John
Oliver cut the extension of the Bark-
ley Sound railway to the head of Al-
berni canal out of his programme.

is to be the station’ of two battleships
of the Dreadnought type, although it
comes by way-of Washlington, -will
excite a great, deal of interest. We
only hope that it is well founded.
—0

The British Campaigners' associa-
tion will hold an Indian Mutiny Anni-
versary dinner at the Driard this even-
ing, at 8:30, at which appropriate
speeches will be delivered. The at-
tendance ought ‘to be large, for the
‘oceasion is an interesting one..
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.7 It iought to be. possible to gquote the
"Colonist correctly. The Colonist did
not say that the Canadian Northern
Railway whill~open 600 miles of new
country, It said it will open five

hundred miles of new country.
—_—

There is a very decided movement
in real estate in the city. This is due
in large measure to the confidence of
investors that the government will be
sustalined on its- railway policy, for
that will mean more to Victoria than
anything that has ever happened.

satisfactorily answered it 1s impossible’

“been on tour fn-‘the Cohgo, and he has,

The announcement’ that Esquimalt’

Mr. H. R. Emmerson, ex-Minister
of Railways, says'it'is preposterous to,
think of Canada participating in the
naval ‘defence of the Empire, while
there' are any branches that'ought to
be built for the Intercolonial railway.
The political vision of ‘Mr. Emmerson
extends not ‘an imch ‘beyond the gov-
ernment railway.
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Our advices from all parts of Van-
couver Island are exceedingly favor-
able to the prospects of the govern-
ment candidates, The hollowness of
the Opposition campaign cries is los-
ing Mr. Oliver many votes, which nor-
mally would have been given to Lib-
erat candidates. The people of Van-
couver Island are tired of politics;
they want action, and they are gojng
to support Mr. McBride because bw
sustaining his administration an era
of rapid progress will be assured.

0

The statement is made in'a London
despatch that the Budget will remain
in operation until Parliament = has
finally disposed of it. Mr. Asquith as
se}'ted quite the contrary in his Bir-
mingham speech. He said that ‘the
Budget would fail if it were not adopt-
ed by Parliament during the session in
which it was introduced. The King's
_government must be carried on and
taxes cannot be collected for that pur-
pose except-by process of law. The
Budget provides the process, and it
'?vill be inoperative unless it becomes
aw,
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Beware of the man who wants you
to trade votes, There is a genius
operating a political green goods game
in Victoria. His modus operandi isas
follows: He approaches a man, who
usually votes with the. Conservative
party, and makes a trading propost-
tion. His proposition is that the Con-
servative shall vote: for a Liberal
candidate in consideration of his vot-
ing for a Conservative candidate. He
picks his men lin each case on both
tickets. That looks as if it were an
innocent transaction, and only an ef-
fort on the part of a man to do a
friend a good turn. Yesterday two
Conservatives met, and in the course
of conversation it transpired that the
same man had asked both of them to
vote for a certain Liberal candidate
in considerathion of -his - agreeing to
vote for a certain Conservative can-
didate. Now if this genius can work
his game successfully, he may be able
to trade off his vote for a dozen or
more, and yet keep faith with every
one he trades with, :and. on  polling
day delivér twelve votes for a Liberal
candidate at the c¢ost of his. own vote
for a Conservatlive ecandidate. The
way to stop such tactics is to refuse
positively to trade votes. We give

this warning, now, because some pér=
sons may be led to make a promise
of the kind mentioned and ‘feel that

. they cannot honorably withdraw from

it e

It is rather-late in the day to seek
to aroudge the hostility of the people
of Victoria by pointing qut to them
that there will .be an important ship-
ping point on Barkley Sound. We ex-
pect there whll be two, one of them
at the terminus of the Canadian Paci-
fic's system, and the other at the ter-
minus of the Canadian Northern’s sys-
tem. We also expect to see important
shipping ports at other places on Van-
couver Island. There is something
excruciatingly funny about the man-
ner in whiich some people advocate
the development of Vancouver Island.
Ask them if they are in favor of such
development, and they will tell you
that they are; but when you get down
to details they object to everything.
They say they are in favor of a rail-
way to Barkley Sound; but when you
tell) them that the western end of the
railway will be at salt water, they see
visions ' of Victoria going to the dogs.
Tell them that there ought to be a
railway to the north end of the Island,
and they will agree with you; but
mentlion that there will be a harbor

toria. They want railways on the
Island, but they must be lines on
| which the trains will only run: one
way. The Colonist would like to see
a railway line reaching every harbor
on Vancouver Island, and it has faith
enough in the advantages of Vhictoria
and the energy of her people, .to be-
lieve that this city would grow and
prosper, not in spite of the prosperity
of those ports, but because of it,
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Eight Lost in Ship Collision.
NEW. YORK, Nov. 9—Eight #%ives
were. lost in.a collision between: the
barkentine John 8. Bennett and an un-
known schooner off Block Island last
night. Reports of the disaster ' were
brought - here today by ' the schooer
Willia Jones which picked up two
¥ilipino ' sailors. Both the barkentine
and schooner sank after the collision.
The Bennett left here Friday for Hali-
fax laden with.coal. Little could be
learned from:the Filipinos who could
not speak English.. They said they had
shipped from here on the Bennett.
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Perfect health can only be
maintained under ordinary con-.
ditions by giving occasional as-

stomach

‘Bowes’ Liver and
Indigestion Cure

Cleanses and ' strengthens the
whole system, completely re-
moving the cause of Indigestion,
Constipathon, Headache, Bilious- §
ness and all liver troubles, 50c.
here only.

1228 Governmeant Street

sistance to the organism ofthe'

CYRUS H. BOWES, CHEMIST

Near Yates Street

T

at the northern end of the line, and |
forthwith they see blue ruin for Vic- |

COME AND SEF THESE STYLISH CARPETS

There's a Grand Assortment of Fall and Winter Patterns Shown

(Book Rack F or
Table Use 75c

Mission Design—E. E. Finish.

Seventy-five cents for a
book rack — you’ll get
your “money’s worth” in
a short time, especially
during this winter season
when books are used so
much. This is a mission
style book rack or slide
for table use. Finished in
Early English finish.

It will hold from 10 to
a dozen books and is
priced decidedly easy at,
each 75¢

Bridge Table—The
Latest Idea $18

Here is an excellent
bridge table—one of the
latest ideas. Made of
Early English finished
oak with a green felt top.
Top has two spring brass
pockets and.special clamp
on one corner holds a pad
of KFoster’'s bridge score
cards.

This is a folding style
and folds compactly, us-
ing but little space when
not in use. Priced at—
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New Mission

Library Table

We have always shown
a very interesting range
of library table styles, but
there is one recent addi
tion to which we wish t
call particular attention.

It’s a low-priced table
in mission design. Made
of oak and finished in
Early English finish. Top
measures 29 %46 inches.
Has one drawer and is
cross-braced beneath,
which while adding
strength to the table
makes it more attractive
in appearance. It is splen-
did value at the price—
$20

Big Show of

Tapestry Curtains

We invite you to see a
special display = of 'new
tapestry curtains on our
second floor. New cur-
tains just opened and our

other recent arrivals com-
bine to make a showing
of this style of hangings

Come In Today and. See These Carpets
VISIT to our carpet showrooms will demonstrate to
you how easily you can transiorm the appearance of

your home. Easy in the matter of selecting a suitable and
beautiful pattern and-easy in the matter of cost.

Just now our assortment of suilable fall and winter pat-
terns is very complete and discloses some of the handsomest
patterns ever shown_in the gity. Qualities are the same
reliable kinds that have built up the magnificent carpet busi-
ness we enjoy.

We would greatly appreciate an opportunity to discuss the
matter of carpets with you and assure you that an inspection
of our stocks will in no way obligate you. Come in today.
INGRAIN CARPETS, from, per yard
TAPESTRY CARPETS, from, per yard
BRUSSELS CARPETS, from, per yard ..

VELVET CARPETS, from, per yard
WILTON CARPETS, from, per yard
AXMINSTER CARPETS, from, per yard 2 ;
; 2 ¥ 3 that is unusually com-

Above prices are for carpets made -and laid by skilled [ plete and interesting. <

workmen. i e

Improve Your Diningroom With This Furniture

“Mission Style” Diningrooms Are Decidedly Popular Now

THE popular style of diningroom nowadays is the diningroom fitted in Mission style.
little and the effect of carefully chosen furniture and hafgingsisurprising.

The cost is
No other Western store

shows such a complete stock of Mission furniture and no other is so well equipped to “fix up” your din-
ingroom in this way. We stock a broad showing of suitable, carpets, curtains and hangings and can
promise you saving prices on the complete room’s furnishings.

Mission Style Dining Tables from $15.

We show many styles in extengioh dining tables in the
Mission design—finished in that -popular Early English
finish. Round and square styles in regular and pedestal
designs are offered and there is a style and a price to

suit you here. See what an

from $15 to $45

Mission Style Dining Chairs from $2.50

We have about 18 different styles of dining chairs in
Mission design for you to'choose from and the price range
will enable you to do much or little spending. Some have
wood seats and some have leather upholstered seats. All
are designed with a view to combining style, service and

comfort. $2.50 to $12

Many Mission Buffets are Offered--Priced
from $28 to $100

You can satisfy most any desire in buifet: style from
these offerings. The variety of styles will surprise you
and the prices are such as to appeal to any thr'ifty'homc-
keeper.. :Netwest designs from -the leading m}l‘kersh Al up

to the Weiler Standard of quality, Priced at—
$28 $30 $35 $40 $50'$55 $75 $90 $95 $100

CHINA CABINETS TO MATCH THESE PRICED
FROM $20 TO $65 sk

excellent range we offer at

Of course you recognize
“just right”—the important
linen?”
est price:

aren’t surpassed in quality

Direct importations from
the secret. Inspect these.

$1.00 down to
$1.25 down to
to

Table Cloths,

each
Table Cloths, 2x

O s e s
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Best Irish Linens
Ready For Your Choosing

the im-
portance of having your table lintn

is “Where can I get the best value in
Best value doesn’t mean low-
We never claimed to sell
the “cheapest” linens in town but we
have always claimed to sell linens that

and at prices comparing most favor-
able with ‘any quoted on.any brands.

Unbleached Table Linens at per yard
35

Bleached Table Linens at per yard
6

Table Cloths, 2x2 yds, at each $4.25

Yo R0
2x2 1-2, yds,

Table Napkins, from, per doz. $7.50

5% . o Student’s Laﬁips
Here Today
The Most Popular Reading Lamp

A new shipment of those popular
btudc‘ms’ Lamps has just arrived and
We are.now ready to supply you with
the most popular reading lamp on the
market. i

question

anywhere We have been tempomarily sold out

of th_ese and have been compelled to dis-
appoint many customers.  If such good
folk will just phone. their order we: shall
be P}eased to send one by first delivery.

These lamps are made of brass and

Ireland is

we have them in polished brass and in
. i nickel plated brass. They have a large
burner of 20 candle power: which burns
with ‘a steady flame. 1t is the family
lamp for reading, sewing or study.
Complete with 7 in. epal shade.”. $5.00
Complete with 7 in. green shade. .$5.50

Come in and let us demonstrate this
T : lamp to you. Dozens of other lamp
1.00 S — styles are shown. Sole agents for the

from

each

Anglo Lamp.
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This Drapery Material Drapes Easily and Gracefully
Th.c Lll'%lper)f department shows an excellent drapery material—a recent arrival. “This is an all wool
mateflal .w1th' a straight basket weave and this peculiar weave causes it to drape easily and o-ractefu”\:__
hanging in nice, graceful folds. Tt is one of the latest materials for. curtains or furniture co:r:erings éc]f

colors in natutral, green and golden brown, 50 inches wide at per yard

e 5. 82.00

Out-of-Town Orders Are Packed and Shipped Promptly—Free of Charge

Qut-of-the-city dwellers are reminded that we pack and shi

d e e c p promptly all orders entrusted to o

no charge for packing and shipping. Get our magnificent new catalogue and reap the advantage Lcl’; ‘t::?irei‘na ndf R
big city store—the largest complete home furnishing store in Western Canada. ! T o 2

SOLE 'AGENTS
FOR THOSE
FAMOUS
McLINTOCK
DOWN QUILTS

WEILER BROS.

HOME FURNISHERS SINCE 1862, AT VICTORIA, B.C.

SALE AGENTS
FOR THE
OSTERMOOR
MATTRESS

COR. GOVERNMENT AND BROUGHTON STREETS. PRICE $15
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