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) PEAKING in the British House
of Commons, during the debate
on the naval ~estimates, Mr.
Balfour gaid:

The right hon. gentleman
who represents’ the Admiralty
has told us the Home Fleet
consists _of three divisions;
there is the fleet at the Nore,

which is fully manned and ready for sea; ;hgrﬁ
is the fleet at Portsmouth and elsewhere ‘wit
nucleus crews; and there is the Reserve squa-
dron. The right hon. gentleman claims that
this fleet at Portsmouth and at other ports can
‘be ready for sea in 24 hours, or not much
mote. Then there ought not tobe coutited in
that ships which have come home from foreign
stations and must.be under repair for some
months. If a s:? Ais under repair yot cannot
‘count it ig 48 ready for sea it 24 hours. ~
* . Mr. E. Robertson:i—I1 éxpressly said that al
ships ‘under repair must be counted out. Of
course being undef repair disqualifies them for
readiness for war. But a ship which has a
fincleus crew has a real erew; it is not like a
skeleton crew, and such ‘a ship must be under,
4 commission, must-have a captain, and must
belong to some fleet. Tf, - ﬂ.lerefore, for thp
purpose of convenience a ship under repair
has a ntcleus crew that determines her as be-
longing to the home fleet, but such ships are
not to be courted as.réddy until their repairs
are completed. (Hear, hear.) ;
‘Mr. Balfour—The right hon. gentleman
has on occasion dealt with ships with nucleus
crews as an effective part of the home fleet
ready for action. Now he admits  that al-
though they have nueleus crews they are not
ready for war, ik , ;
.. .. . Home Fleet Unready

< This is-one of the innetr . mysteries of . the
Admniiralty that a ship with a m'ml_eus créw shall
. be counted as being in commission although
she isnot fit to go to sea. By that method all

thie ships which have come home from foreign

stationis for repairs may:be in this = category.
The result'is:that amongst the home ﬂefts@htre
is a 'very much larger number of ships i com-

mission which cantiot g6 to 584 than in -any. -

three battleships’ at Portsmouth.at  this . me-
mﬁt,awﬁ?&z aspart-of the home fleet
dnd have nticléus erews, ate not fif to go to sea.

ar chear . Thw-mghtﬁg ta ;be,cquﬂtﬁ;,. :
therefore, 'l&‘ptg‘t : immedidtely | ready
fleet.. (Cheers. hat ¢
évery three battleshipg at. Portemouth arg’un-
der.importatit fepﬂmdw' ‘not” that fagt re-
quire us, to. somewhat 'modify .the sanguine

statements for whicl the?iriz’ht‘ihoﬁ‘ gentleman ¥ 3

has been it part tégpongible? I am fiot charg-

ing that it i a réflection upon Admifalty - ad-

ministration, but it does reflect upon the Ad-
firalty sition of facts. We come toa

question of greater importance when we déal
with the general amount of the -estimates for

this yéar taken in relation to the : géneral lia-
-bilities of this.country ih naval matters not on-*
ly in this year but in the years to come. What

is the magnitude of our naval responsibilities?

They fall broadly into two - ¢lasses-—the -ton-

struction of fniew works and the construction of

new ships. The cohstruction of new works is

in the main the construction of new docks re--
quired for the accommodation of the Dread-

nought type of battleship, and the:morg im-

portant work of the fitting but of Rosyth to be

a naval base in the North Sea.

Urgenty of Rosyth _

The government have done very little since
they came into office in dealing with Rosyth.
The negessity for Rosyth increases year- by
year. (Hear, hear.) Added to the fact of the.
magnitude and the strategical importanice . of
floating mines is the fact that foreign govern-
ments have refused to forbid the use of these
mines, and these aré naval circumstances
which add immensely to the importance of
ports like Rosyth, whith cannot be blockaded
with the same facility as the Channel or Spit-
head. - Then the immense naval constructin
which' has gone on in other parts of the North
Sea is also a new and pressing reasott why we
should ‘not hesitate to spend large sums upsn

Rosyth so as to make it adequate for thé naval -

necessities of the country. I not orly lfe%*r'e't'
that the governiment have loat fiifie in dealing
with this great problem, but it seems to me:
that the importance of-the problem; its immi-
nence and insistente, have greatly increased
during the recent years in which the present
government have held office. That would
have been a reasor why the First Lord of - the
Admiralty and hig colleagues should have ask-
ed the government why they could not in this
present year’s estiniates have put down a large
sum for dealing with Ros _
reply might havé been, “Fresh ‘nival construe~
tion is so. great and §0 pressing at the present.
moment that you had better put off Rosyth for
a year and press on with your naval pro-
gramme.” ' But that‘is not what the governs
ment have done. i
selves, rightly or wrongly, relieved in this year
from indulging in any very ambition Bﬁﬂm
of new ships. ‘They think, rightly or wrongly,
that the possible peril frfom foreign ‘nxfﬁn‘s'
does not-require expenditure upon. the néw
* construction of ships thit‘g‘ear, whatever may
:c re;;uircd next year or the year aftér. (Hear,
ear. . R S
If this is the case, and for the moment I do
not dispute it, T ask was it not the part of wise
and prudent ten th take the op nity this
year, in which you have a slackriess in ne
construction which "will not be. repeated.
(éheers)—~whith nobody thi
e s
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The government find thém- -

nks can enm re-

Bal

peated in the official-lifetime of this chancellor
of the exchequer, or of his'immediate ‘succes-
sors—-to' take this opportunity of ' getting. on
with those permahent works for which 4t will
be very difficult to get-the House to vote the
necessary money if they are met with a gigan-
tic shipbuilding programme in:190g-10, 1910-11,
and succeeding years? The government have
refused to follow this plainly prident course,
and they. have done so, I cannot doubt, for po-
litical reasons. (Cheers.) That is fiot, I think,
an jinkind suggestion to make after the debate
we had this day week. - They find themselves
face to face with a very formidable body of

their own friénds who are apparently content

with the statement of ‘the government that we
were safe for the present as far as shipbuilding
s concerned, ind they have reduiced the gaval
estimatesthis year by a million and a quarter,

I think it was, conipared with two years ago;

“although' the chancellor of the exchequer for-
got to say what' I think he must have known,
that the million and a quatter was'going to be

_swallowed up by automatic increases next year,
and that, in-addition to the automatic ircreases

it will be absolutely neéessary for this govern- .

ment—I do not care what their financial posi-
tion will be—to lay down new ships and new
construction on the largest scale if foreign na-
tions carry out the programmes whith they
have anfiounced. That is my first complaint,
that the government, having both the prospect
of naval construction and of ‘works constriic-
tion to deal with in this and immediately stc-
ceeding years, in spite of the fact that they
think themselves justified in being slack about
construction in 1908-9, have refused tq take
that fortunate opportunity for meeting some of
their obligationsin permanent works. Vo

.. New Construction :
I pass.to the other branch of : the pro-

gramme-~nantely, the necessities for new con-

struttion with’ which the taxpayers of this.
country are most unhappily faced . in . future:
. That new construction is partly required, and
has partly been recognized in the present build-
ing programme of the Admiralty, iti order to:
‘meet what I canhot help regarding 48 our pre-
s matter of fast vessels,

‘with the age o

: & S el
our: on

which is very complicatéd; but I will ask the.
right hon. gentleman whether he was not tsing
an argument very perilops in its general char-
acter when he contéented himself with a mere
enumeration of the tofpedo-boat destroyers of
which we are possessed which are’less than 11
years old. - It is quite true that the Admiralty
Have laid down the life of a torpedo-boat de-
strayer. as 1I years or thereabouts, and it is
quite legitimate, therefore, for them to take
credit for the possession of -torpedo-boat de-
stroyers which are less than that critical age.
But when you compare the number of torpedo-
boat destroyers which we possess with those:
possessed by other Powers, you must not simp-
ly content yourself with enumerating the de-
stroyers which are less than 11 years, you must
ask how the agé of our: destroyers compares

% the destroyers of those coun-
tries ‘with whom there might be somé possibil-
ity, we hope infinitely remote, of con{lict. The
torpedo-bioat destroyer résembles a living or-

ganism in this, that while its life may be only |

T1 years, its efficiency ‘does not go-on unim-
paired until the clock strikes at the eleyenth
year; it is a rapidly diminishing quantity, and
every year brings it mearer to the ‘fatal term,
makes it more necessary to, send it for longer
periods into dock for repair, makes it more
costly to repair, and givés the country a fewer
number of months oiit 6f the 12 - in which to
count on its efficient use. I believe the Ad-
miralty are perfectly aware that, no mere en-
dmeération oF the number of torpedo-boat’: de-
stroyers under 11 years which- we have, as
compared with that of other Powers, gives us
any sense of the rélafive strength of the . par-
ties. 'If we with old destroyers -have got to-
contend against a Power with new destroyets
you cannot tount them as-béing equal; you
must get a great margin-of superiority ‘over
the bare numerical strength of that Power
which has been fortunate enough to begin  its
constriction late and has therefore the largest
nufriber of the most recent and powerful types,
I will not go into the question, dealt with with

conspictious ability. by, the hon. and gallant’”
‘member for King’s-Lynn,- of whether we.who
have got t@ Operate’dt a’ great distance from

our base ought to content ourselves with any- -
thing comparable with mere numerical equal-
ity in dealing with=3 Power which, it counter

ﬁ‘._,‘l

‘not remember the statement.

efforts would not be required to use its torpe-
do craft at any very great ~distance from its
base.. I am not sure that the Committee of
this House is a very good -arena in which to
discuss these delicate tactical. problems; but
the point is.one-which I am sure the Admiralty

- must have- considered, but on which they have

not so far given us any information.
. Dreadnoughits and Invincibles
I come to the more anxious -q_ucstio‘n,' or at

all’ events that on which the majarity of this
Committee are likely to be more anxious—
namely, the balance of battleships of the new-
est, most powerful, and effective types.. The
hon: and gallant member for King's Lynn
quéted some. statement which he.- thinks I
made, or which-I did make, in 1906, regarding
the comstritction of the Dreadnought. I do
I fully accept
the responsibility of having been a-member of
‘the government which was responsibleé for the
Dreadnouight type, and from that responsibil-,
ity I in-no wayshrink or récede. But the Na-
val ‘Lords, when théy advised this type, told
us, and. 1 am sure they told our successors, that
the Dreadnought type'was one which made it
very difficult to compare the strength of ~ two
fleets one of which = possessed Dreadnoughts
and the other did not. We were told, in fact,
that theé country which possessed Dread-
noughts and the allied type of armored cruis-
ers might almost ignore the country which did
not. - Well, let s eliminate from our calcula-
tions for the.future all battleships which are
fiot of thé Dreadnought and the allied armored
cruiser type, and consider how we are going to
stand in regard to-these, the most powerful but
unfortunately the mlost costly instruments ~.of
war ever devised by man. %‘

‘seeit to be qite sérene as to the number of
ships whiclh will be available when the pro--
grammie of the coming year is completed; both
in this country and in° Germany. But. have

. they teéason for that certainty ? I entirely agree.
with them‘when they say that at the  present -

-momert olir strength in battleships.is” amply

put upon it. -But fet us cast our eyes forward
frém the ‘year 1908-9, when new. ships are due
to be laid down, to the year 1911, when those
ships will be completed.” As'I sinderstand the”

. fhatter, we shall Have, when the present pro-.

o >

e HE following, which includes the of-
g ficial programme in. connection with '
‘the '@I‘e"réentenaryv celebgation; - has
g been given out by the executive com-
mittee: - . RN 3
st o The National Battlefields Commis-
mission, appointed - to .administer ‘the funds
voted by parliaiient in connection  with the

teércenténary. of ‘the founddtion of Quebec by -
< Samuel de Champlain and the creation of-a

" National Battlefields Park, .met in Qiiebec on
_Saturday, March: 21, in the Mayor's Chambers
at the &ty Hall. -All the commissioners were
“present: Sir George. E. Drummond, the.Hon.
“A. Turgeon, ‘Colonel G. T. Denison, Byron E.
Walker and J. Ggo.Garneau; chairmam There
were also present the two interim secretaries
of the commission, Mr. H. J. J. B. Chouinard
and Dr. Doughty, F.R.8.C,, and Col.'Hanbury-
' Excéllency
the Governor-General. - Al

Mr.J. M. Courténay, ex-Deputy Minister of
- Finance, who  has been selécted. as interim
_treasurer for theé commiission, was unaveidably

detained tn ORBWE. 1 o T mReet o
. /The commission considered some few:mat~
ters connected with the Battlefields Patk, but

the greater part of the tieeting was devoted

to the preparations of the Tercentenaty cele-
bmtioin- st ,‘. \.: % . .‘, ¥y Wi ‘ ‘A ¥
The $evetral local committees had prépared

»many -repocts and ‘estimates for the considera- -
' tion "of the tomiission ‘which €ntdiled 3 con-
siderable amount. of Wotk to be a,cqqmpliahc@ ;

~in-one day's siftiAg. - oo 00 ex ’
One of the first questions brouglit-b®ore
" the eommission was the -programme, and al-
‘though it ennot™be fully giver out at present,
owing to certain details'in connection with the
engagement for H.R.H. the Prince of Wales
~having® to be cdbled ‘for approval, we may

state, however, that the principal featurés of

the programme will: be as follows:

"

i red-heralds and ‘watchmen, costumed . as. in

-the period of de Champlain, who will'be en-

trusted with the official annotnceménts as

16 the arrival of guests, prograntime, ete. '
Tuésday, July 2i—Tt is expected th
' greater-part of the-day will be ‘takefi

y the arrival of the several flects, English,

- guests. In the evening the first of ‘the’ con-

certs .organized by. the:committee will take -

place. .

g Wednesday, July’ 22<HRH, the Prinice of
- Wales, with the escorting squadron, will ar-

rive and will be received and welcomed on

- landing in the .ndame of the Domiinion "of

Th@i.‘sda,f;. Ju v .

the celebration, wvill be spgcially

the commemoration of the founding of Que-
bee by Samuel de Champlain, The details of

_the official ceremony aré being worked out;
- and itds projected amongst other"th‘iﬂ?s that
iva thplain, in

his ship-“Le Do de Dieu,” and his-landing,

it will comprise the drrival of Chathp

uebec Tercentenary

. faflowed by the proe

' Saturday, Julty

‘Monday, July zo—First appearance of fidunt-
Wednesday, July

- that the’

rench and American; and ‘of many official

ly: ?.'3*-,*Beiﬂ the prmci al day of
¢ devoted to
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the streets of. Quebec in which will be seen
" the leading characters connected with Canas
.. dian hisfory. from .Champlain to the time of
-~ Confederation. - Inithe evering there will be-

an illuthination of the surrouﬁding'co'untry‘, "

the fleets, and a grand display of fireworks
- from the heights of Levis overlooking the
Bt Lawrenté, cuior v ' ’

Friday, July 24—Is ‘to be mainly. reserved for '

the great naval and militaty. reviews and the
dedication of the Ndtional Battlefields Park.
It is the intention,of the military authorities

- t0 concentrate in Quebec from twenty to

twenty-fivé tHoustind troops of all arms. In. .

the evening the sécond an
will be given. « .o o
- 25—~Will see the grand repre-
sentation of the historical pageant, compris-
ing ‘about six principal scentes taken from
. Canadian history, somé of which will include:
several tableaux.
Sunday, July 26-A’solemn open-ait mass will
be said on the Plains of Abtaham, at which '

principal concert

gart of Dumont's famous Royal Mass will .

e sung by powerful choirs, as well as the.
Domine Salvum fac regem, and possibly a:
solemn Te Deum. Itis to be hoped that all
the chutrches of Quebec will- set this day
.aside for Thanksgiving. v ik

Monday, July 27-=Is the miorning it is hoped
- that it may be possible to arrange for a great
. fleets. . In afternioon a grand regatta for

. the boats -of the fleets; etc., will be held in
front of the L TIrR e

L'Tﬁesdgi,’fjulz &Tae morning will be devot-
; 1

ed to the children, and anentertainment will_

be provided for themn on the Plains. T the

afternoon dthletic ‘sports and gymkhana for
~ the men of the fleets and local amatéurs.
In the evening of the sante day an officlal
ball will be given by:the Government of the
~Province of Quebec at the Parliament’ Build-
ings. Ao B Tl i R
- Will probably be the day.
appointed for the départure of H.R.H. the-
rince of Wales. In.the afterncon the his-
torical pageant on the Plains of Abraham

will.be repeated.. The evening will coniprise

- the ‘third of the concerts at the Drill Hall

7 and ‘a display of fireworks ‘near Victoria
‘ Park. L R

“Thursday, July 30-=Will be gii’e’n qvef o the
grand parade and review of al] the national -

societies: and - independent, military  of na-

tiorial guards, Canadian or foreigh, which
will be followed in the evening ¥ -a civie
reception in the City Hall, =~ -

Friday, July 31—Final representation of the -
“historical'pageant on the Plains of Abtaham,.

It is quite likely that a review of the fleets

-in the harbor will be held in the coutse of
their stay heré, and-roont has been left-on the |

. programme to permit of many itéms which are
- . Tt'should b added that this programme is,

g, official.

to all.intents and. purposes; the one prepared : -

% g

essional pageant through -

he government :

adeqgate to any -conceivable strain that may be .

Friday, April 17, 190,

gramme: of the Admiralty is completed, i,
ships of this superior.type in existence in Jan,.
ary, 19I1I.

Mr. E. Robertson said the right hon. o,
tleman was not including-the Lord Nelson .4
Agamemnon types.

Mr. Balfour.—I do not include them. m[
what principle am I to include  them? [ 5
surely justified, by everything we said 1 .
advice of our naval experts when we wore iy
office, and by everything the right hon. gcntle.
man has said up to this year on the same a.
vice, in considering the Dreadnotight and {he
Invincible type ds on one side of a dividing
line, and even the best.of every previous type
of battleship ‘as on'the other side. -

‘Mr. Bellairs said the right hon: gentleny,
was including two for thisyear, btit they wer
not certain of that. As far as they kncw it
was only one.

. Mr. Balfour—I think the hon. and gallan
gentleman on that point did less than justicc
to the Admiralty. 1 certainly have understoo]
from rumor, and I think, from some previous
utterances of the right hon. gentleman oppo-
site, that these two ships are to be of this ney
and finest type. At all events, I will assume
that we are to have two of this type laid down
this year, or, as I think more probable, one
Dreadnought and one Invincible.

A Comparison With Gérmaﬁy

We shall have in January, 1911, 12 ships
altogether of this new type—eight Dread-
noughts and four Invincibles. The Germans,
on the same date, January, 1911, at. the same
rate of construction, will have nine.. But now
carry your thoughts a few months-later, an(
you will find' that by the atitumn of ‘the same
year, 1911, the Getmans will' have four addi-
.tional ships of the mew type; in~ other wards,
they will have 13, while we shall only have 12.
That difference arises from the fact that we be-

-gin our construction in Decembér of each year,
and the Germans begin their construction in
Juhe. Therefore, if the Germans build at the
-same rate as we do; there is “evidently a dan-
-gerous niargin in. the last.six months of - each
year, which you will have very® carefufly to
weigh to comparé the results of the building
programmnes of the two nations. -It may be
said that the Germans do not buiM as fast’; and
L earnestly hope it is true, f6r a reason which

= will meet with the sympathy of the hon:gentle-

man who spoke last, and of everybody who de-

.Sites to see,!ds W all miaSt, the havy dstimates

, _Kept as low as i§ consistent - with -safety. If

. S we find“that we can build as fast #s out reigh-

%

uebec Tgftgritenaiy._ Wt s ;
[he Tollowing .official invitations were dé-
cided upon and have been forwarded through
the propet ‘chianmel$: From the United King-
dom, H.R'H. the Prince of Wales'and the Sec-’
retary -of State for the Colonies; representa-
tives of the governments of France and the
United. States, and also ‘of the self-governin
dominiions beyond the s’eas-'--Aﬁstxfalia,fSoﬁtg

French  Government will aléo be invited to
'send a representative of Brouage (thé birth:
place of Champlain). b
- Invitations will be extended Hl&ﬁis’étO;;the
immediate "lividg représentatives of -Wolfe,
Montcalm, Murray, :de -Levis, Guy Carleton
and Simon Fraser. The lieutenant-governors
‘of the different provinces 6f the Dominion will

-~ als6 be requested to attend.
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SIDELIGHTS ON CHINESE LIFE

y

Chinese character, says the Iondon Tifes:
Perhaps ‘success was most nearly attained in

Smith’s. “Characteristics,” but the Rewv: J.
- Macgowan’s Sidelights on Chinese: Life’ (Ke-
.gan_ Paul, 155 :n.et%'f €0

nairardiaplggby the landing parties from tite

. net)-will’ not suffer by com-

He writes with. vivacity and insight, and-above
all with considerable sympathy, without Which
it is impossible to" attain real kiowledge of
-any Dtiental tace. Some of his chapters con-

tain.a good: deal that is of value, particularly -
“the ohe which' deals with “T'he ,i‘a‘f}men" He -

seems to think that the land system is good.
Wheré land is let, the landlord takes half the
crop afterit has been gatheréd and. Mr. Mac-
gowan  declares that the result is that the
arniers are mever in debt to their landlord.

The passage would have been more instriuc-’

tive if something had been added about the
Zincidence of taxation. Moreover, a8 he points

out elsewhere, hiost agriculturists. in China
farm: their own land ;.and the other side of the.

‘picture ‘is contained in ‘the statemrent that

- V'seven-tenths of the whole nation are in hope-
_Tess debt.” The farming population, in particu-'
“far, is absolutely at '

) the mercy of the money-
lenders. These statements may be tomtmend-
‘ed to the atténtion of those Indian economists
.who _declare that the Heavy indebtedness of

_ the’ Indian peasantry is due to British land

‘revenue assessments, and the inflexible opera-.
tion of- British-x%ade laws. ~ Mr. Macgowan
i denies that the Chinese are highly educated,

as is so often suggested. - He insists that not-
even that a liberal estimate. He admits, how-

3

-ever, that ‘recently tge,re. has been “u tremen-
“dous awakening.” The 18t <
- was firsf Brought'into the country by the'

stdteriient that opiu

Company cannot conima: :
Lt bl st i P e e ] B - AT

R0 e

! ; . of vessel they
Since ‘Wingrove Cooke wrote his memior-.
-ablg letters, many men have tried: to explain -

to the West the subtleties and perplexities of-

Macgowan seems to know and .understand the
. Chinese as well as a Ruropean can hope 16 do.

_ made that ]

CRowan

bors, of course, we could wait until ‘we see the

i3 TE G M ; © ., 'sort of ships our.neighbors - start - before we
ai:d submitied by the executive ‘committee of,.

start any of our 6wn. But if by organization
.and industrial improvement—in . which some |

- foreign nations are showing as great’ an apti-

“tude as ourselves—they begin to have a power
of turning out ships as fast as .we <can - turn
them out, then the immense advantage we have
had-—an advantage which has made for econ-
omy and-‘geace—vanishes‘; and we have to face

- the fact that other great naval Powers build

: ‘ -+ ships as fast as we- do, and build: apparently
Africa, New Zealand and Newfoundland, The

with the consistent determination - rapidly - to
,a\llﬂgmen_t; the number of first-class ships which |
ey have-at . their command: The  Gétmans

- have announced that they mean to build four

big ships—three Dreadnoughts -.and <one In-
vincible—every year. - We propose only. to lay
“down two §u§ ,ships. Manifestly, unfess this
programme of ours is rapidly - augmented, is
changed immensely and immediately, the Ger- -
mafis would be building twice as many ships
of this capital type as we are; and consequent-

~“ly the time is not only tiot far distant, but im-

minent, when in regard to that particular. type
ssel will be, not our - equal, but our
supetior. . (Hear, hear.) 1T should like to put
this plain question to. the right hon,. gentle-
nan; and it is a-question easy to arswer. If
the Germans can build as fast as we can, will
they not have, in the autumn of QL L, 13 ships
. of the Dreadnought and Invincible type; and
~canthe right hon. gentleman show us any pos-
sible means by which we, in the -autumn of
1911, should also have 13 Dreadnoughts and
Invigeibles. I understand that we.cannot have

. more that 12 in January, 1911, ‘and  that we |

- cannot -have another—unless we alter the date
at which’ we begin our shipbuilding pro-
gramme—until the January of the . following
year. I can agsure the right hon. gentleman
and I think he will admit it—that the last thing
I want to do is t0 embarrass him or the Board
of Admiralty. I have no wish 10’ treatieither
of the great depastments of the atmy or the
navy in a party spirit; and I do not think I
have ever said a word in “this ‘house ‘which

wotlld lead any one to hold a contrary view.

(Hear, hear.)  But I think the

criticism u

C The point
upon which they are bpen to criticism is that
_in this year, when they have elected not to
_construct on a large scale, they are not spend-

Ing Money on necessary works; and my ground
for alarm. which T honestly say has not been

-removed by anything T have heard in this de-
bate, is that if German shipbuilding is now. or
is going to be in the immediate future, as fast /
/as our shipbuilding, whatever we may do next
“year, Germany will be superior. to us during
the later months of 1911 in shins of capital im-
portance. I ma)::hw that if the government

cdn reassuire us on this plain issue of policy |

-they will not only have few difficulties in Comn-
mittee on the Navy Estimates, but they will
lhmﬁﬁt-‘u‘@ mlﬂd ﬁf the country at re:st in re-

~gard to the mous‘ vital ifiterest of national «¢- |

right hon. gen- |
(tleman will see’ from the st‘alt%meht,l ﬁave ]

%e! the government. are open to |
iticism upon one poifit, and- that there is real
_ ground for anxiety upon another.
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