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* and send the city ahead.

manent Fund.

Suggestions on How Best to
Attract Profitable Attention
to This City.

‘The movement to secure a permanent
erganization for the systematic adver-
tising of the advantages of the cit'y of
Victoria was taken up with enthusiasm
at the public meeting held in the board of
trade rooms last night, and it was de-
cided to form a committee to carry on
the work. A great many practical sug-
gestions were made, and the pre-vmhfxg
fteeling was that the citizens of Victoria,
by working harmoniously togethex", could
do a great deal towards adve.ncmg t.he
prosperity of Vietoria, the object which
every citizen has at heari. :

Mayor Redfern being chosen chairman
and Mr. F. Elworthy secretary, the
notice calling the meeting was read and
the proceedings were opened.

The chairman in his opening remarks
referred to the formation some time ago
of a committee to advertise the c:rty, and
explained that this present meeting was
called to make the scheme a permanent
one. He held that the advertising of the

i ould better be done by a committee
c'rlttycit?izens than by the mayor and couqcﬂ
and he suggested that as an attraction
to tourists and as an advertisement one
of the best plans was a united effort to
improve the eity. To carry out jdn?
properly some change in the municipa
act was needed, for at present the coun-
eil’s hands were to a certain extent tied.
However, he would not go into that mat-

sent.
teiit.t II)JFG G. McQuade then moved the
following resolution, which was seconded
by Mr, J. J. Shalleross: :

“« That this meeting pledges its ﬁ,ﬂ‘,’;’;i
to the proposal to form a per
fand bypgeneral subscpptlpm, to be ealled
tihe citizens’ fund, which is to be placed
in the hands of a committee elected by
the subscribers, and to be used to ad-
vance the interests of Vietoria by mak-
jng more generally known th_e attrac-
tions and advantages of Victoria and of
Vancouver Island, and by such qther
similar means as ghgll 'se%n’l’ most likely

nce the en esired.
tOl&iilx('i.vgh.a‘llcrosss agreed with the Mayor
that the work of advertising g:qu‘.d better
be done by a committee of citizens than
by the mayor and council. A.qmted‘
effort must be made by the citizens;
there had been hitherto too many cliques,
and if the present plan b;ought the peo-
ple together with one object, the better
it would be for the city. He proceeded
to show the advantages of such'a com-
mittee as proposed. To do this work
properly the committee must have
money. It was not a philanthropic
work, but a business project to attract
tourists and to aid in developing the re-
sources of the city and island. One
suggestion made was that large ph_oto-
graphs of Victoria and its surroundings
be placed in prominent places such as
hotels in various cities, and another plan
was to have occasional articles in the
press of this continent and Hurope.

Then, too, there should be a ‘p.er:mane'nt
secretary, so that strangers visiting Vie-
ioria could get all necessary _mforma,tlon
about the ecity. “The fund it was pro-
posed to form should be spent Jugxcmqs],y
and to the hest advantage. Vietoria’s
advantages as a watering place should
be made known; capitalists should 'have
their attention drawn to the Island’s re-
sources and Vietoria’s splendid position
as a port and its eommerpial advantages
should be set out. The mineral resources
of Vancouver Isiand should be promi-
nently advertised, and the great agricul-
tural opportunities should not be lost
sight of. There was no climate that
could surpass that of Viqtorm, and that
should be set forth prominently. There
were certain things, too, that should be
rectified. The roads should be im-
proved, there should be public swimming
baths, and it was to be hoped that the
James Bay flats would be improved.
The corporation during the past year
had done some good street improving,
but these were only su.mples. He
thought that the spirit of improvement
was now well awake, and that people
should put their shoulders to the wheel
It was no use
tinkering with the matter. What was
required was a loan of half a Il;ll‘lhon
dollars to make improvements. There
had been too much of a disposition to let
things drift, but now the writing was on
the wall, and it was for the people to
say what they were going to do about it.

Mr. C. H. Lugrin spoke from the ex-
perience of similar advertising move-
ments in New Brunswick, ‘nnd gave the
views that men largely interested in
railroad and steamer lines had expressed
to him in that province. They had told
him that it was from near-by tourist
1ravel that the best results were to be
expected. This was the class of people
who during the summer months sent
their families to the country or to water-
ing places, where the -head of the famxly
would run down once a_week from busi-
ness 10 see them. Im the Maritime
Provinces and in the State of Maine
this summer travel was of immense pro-
portions, and there was no reason vgrhy

Victoria should not build up e similar
traffic from the neighboring cities of the
province and of the adjoining states, as
there was a large population from which
to draw. To get hold of this trade the
sympathies and co-operation of the
transportation companies must be se-
cured. Speaking of the experience in
New Brunswick, he said that the trans-
portation men there had said among the
things that had to be considered was
that of good hotel accommodation for the
three classes of summnier tourists. Omne
of these was the class who wished the
very best accommodation and was will-
ing to pay for it the second class was
that of people not so wealthy who want-
ed good accommodation at a more mod-
erate price; and the- third class was
the family trade. He did not say thie
to discuss the hotel accommodation, but
simply to te'l what the transportation
men in the East had said. Then there
was the question of tran<portation, and
as an instance of this he pointed out
that one railway in New Brunswick had
spent one million dollars in improving
the service for summer tourists; and
the manager had told him it was the
most profitable money the road had ever
expended. Mr. Lugrin, for the benefit
of the meeting, showed a number of
folders and publications of 8t. John, N.
B., and Halifax, advertising the advan-
tages of those cities. e way by
which the city could be advertised was
by the committee subscribing at a re-

| Mr. Herbert Cuthbert advised that if
there was advertising in the papers the
advertisement = should be changed fre-
.quently, That was the trouble with the
former advertising of the city in out-
side newspapers. Any ofiicial who was
appeinted to do the advertising should
be an adept at the work. He dwelt on
the mecessity of catering more to tour.
ist travel in Victoria. But after all, the
chief question was how to make Victoria
a home for thousands and thousands of
workingmen. If capitalists could be in-
duced to invest here in our industries,
that would be one of the best things that
could be done. Regarding the’mineral
resources, the West Coast trade had in-
creased between 200 and 300 per cent.
in the past year and the traffic on the
E. & N. railway had also increased large-
ly. He advised Victorians not to sit
down and allow outsiders to-:take hold
of the mines, but to do their own part in
developing the mineral resources of the
Island.

Mr. Simon Leiser took exception to
some of Mr. Cuthbert’s remarks as to
the old advertising committee, The com-
mittee had met frequently and had ad-
vertised to the best of their ability. The
advertisements had not been allowed to
stand, but had been changed frequently.

Mr. Cuthbert had not made his remarks
from a desire to cast reflections, but to
point out improvements for the future.
Mr. Gordon Hunter endorsed Mr. Lu-
grin’s remarks about encouraging nearby
tourist travel. For example it would
be advantageous to place before the city
of Portland the advantages of Victoria
as a summer resort. Some committee
should be struck to secure information to
give the transportation companies, such
as the C. P: R. to put in their folders.

Mr. H. BE. Gillis, who had had experi-
ence in similar advertising elsewhere,
thought the move one in the right direc-
tion. He was surprised that something
of the kind had not been done before.
He came from a ecity jn Nova Scotia
which had spent a great deal of printers’
ink in advertising, with excellent results
in attracting summer visitors from the
New England States. He failed to see
how Viectoria could not have similarly
good results. He spoke favorably to-
wards securing excursion visits by news-
paper men as another means of making
the city known.

Mr. Noah Shakespeare was in favor of
advertising the city and spoke of the
advantages not only of good roads but
of railroad connection. Victoria had not
sone in encugh for the general good ot
the city. Incidentally he favored the
Port Angeles railway, for Victoria would
never be the eity it should be till it had
the  very best transcontinental railway
connection.

Ald. Beckwith said that while in the
Klondike country this summer he fonnd
it difficult to get the Bri‘ish Columbia
daily papers as compared with the Sound
papers. All this helped to keep the
Sound more prominently before the Daw-
son people. He was glad to say that
Victoria had a large portion of trade
from the Kiondike, but she was not
known there as well as she should be and
a move should be made to get the Vie-
toria papers more in the hands of the
Klondike people.

Mr. Lugrin remarked that the Victoria
press had done their best to get their
papers into the Klondike, but they lost
money at it. So did the Seattle and San
Francisco papers, but the latter made it
out of their advertising and if the busi-
ness men gave the Victoria papers more
commercial advertising it would tend
towards aiding the local papers to do'as
well as the other ones of which he spoke,
He remarked in passing that the Colon-
ist had sent up several hundred papers
on every steamer sailing for the North
from here, they had not yet received a
cent in return.

Senator Templeman bore out what Mr.
Lugrin said. The Times had been send-
ing papers regularly North and had yet
to receive their first remittance from the
news agents. He only spoke of this to
show that the papers had been doing
whaf they counld to get their papers into
the Northern country. He commended
the suggestions that had been made to
advertise the city and the best way to
do this advertising was to improve the
city.

Mr. Gordon Hunter spoke of the diffi-
culty experienced’ in getting mail into
the Atlin country during last summer.
Some representation should be made to
get that service improved.

Ald. Cameron dwelt on the necessity of
the citizens pulling more together than
had hitherto been the case; and refer-
ring to the resolution passed some days
ago praising the city council for the
street paving improvemeénts said it was a
red letter day when anyone passed a
resolution commending a public body in
Victoria. He was thoroughly in accord
with the movement as laid down in the
) resolution moved by Mr. McQuade.

The resolution was then put and car-
ried unanimously.

Mr. Simon Leiser next moved, second-
ed by Ald. Williams:

“That until the election of a citizens’
committee the Kiondike advertising
committee be requested to canvass for
subscriptions to the citizens’ fund and
call a meeting of the subscribers at an
early date for the purpose of appointing
such citizens’ committee.”

‘This resolution was unanimously car-
ried without discussion and the :::-ing
adjourned at 10 o’clock.
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FAME'S PATHWAY.

The Khedive of Egypt, whose salary
is $500,000 a year, complains that that
sum is not sufficient to meet his house-
hold expenses, and he will have to dis-
miss some of his wives.

Mrs. Brawnlow, widow of Parson
Brawnlow, a war governor of Tennessee,
recently passed her eightieth birthday.
She still lives in the wooden cottage at
Knoxville where, with her husband, the
stormy period of their lives was passed.

Howard Gould, who happmed to
stenm into the harbor of Alexandrosk,
Russia, on his yacht last July just as
the celebration of the founding of the
new town of that name was in progress,
has received from the Russian govern-
ment a handsome bronze medal com-
memorative of the event. Everybody
thonght Mr. Gould had attended the
celebration purposely, and he was re-
ceived with great honor.

——
BABIES TORTURED.

By flaming, itching eczema find comfort
and permanent cure in Dr. Chase’s Oint-
ment, a preparation-which has a record
of cures upnparalleled in the history of
medicine.  Kczema, salt rheum, tetter,
scald-h_ead. old people’s rash, and:all itch-
ing skin disehses. are absolutely cnred
by Dr. Chase’s Ointment,

many of the Caribog

1809 has been on the who

y|in a larger way
| Perties: that so far
| has been doné on.

Starting on upper Antler ‘creek, the Cari
bo: Deeps Syndicate (not yet Incorporated),
of Bngland, representeq by H. , 8p-
pears to have the makings of a mine that
Lids fair to. bring Old- Cariboo (that por-
tion known to old timers a _Cariboo) ‘onde
more to the fore as a gold producer. im.
i mediately helow ‘the ndicate’s  claims |

on some supposed rimrock, good
long ago cluined up, as well as very heavy
‘8cld being found high up aboye the syndi-
cate’s claims, which number: four or five.
An anclent channe] paraileling the present
Siresm, but somewhat below if, was known
ty exist, and various futile .atempts were
made to explore its recesses, but “drownad
cut”  was the result in every case. Mp.
Carry has declined to- put himself into
;uch u)ositlon as to be *‘drowned out” an
as not ‘only at one polnt “bottomed’
ancient channel, but has driven a
rght up it for a d.stance of some 450 feat,
aud thus, having dratnoge, is at liberty to
Prespect at his leisure. At last reports it
Seems that the rimrock has been struck,
and from the rock taken out on one side
of the floor of the tunnel in a few gets,
the clean-up was more than that from all
the baldance of the tunnel. Crosscutting, to
prespeet the bedrock and opposite rim, was
cemmenced, but work has been shut down
for this season on acount of the hard frost
a:ready experienced in that section. There
is no doubt, judging from the position of
the drifts and blind shafts, that the tun-
nel now being driven is right in the canyon,
and in view of the fact that pay is nevar
fo nu nnsonacidyh‘ah:aap* altoytl,n BAph
found in eanyons, the prospect obtained
from the last clean-up leaves little dount
that good pay will be found on debouching
from the canyon at its Head. This syndi-
cate also holds property on Nugget guleh,
the lower part of which is being prospected
for hydraulic diggings, for which they ap-
pear, on the surface, to be admirably
tuapted, grade and dump being all that
cculd be desired and the material by no
means difficult to wash. All that remaias
is to prove by actual and careful tests
(which is being done) what sized plant is
Jjustifiable for the working of the ground.
Mr. Carry has apparently selected his
ground with great care and seems determin-
ed to make upper Antler creed once more a
busy and profitable locality.

Following down stream, the next pro-
perty under active examination is on Wolt
creek and s helf for American capitalists
by Capt. Beecher and R. P. Camden, the
latter having been in charge since last
sgring. ‘A small hydraulic testing plant
as been installed, and the clean-up has
been reported as satisfactory. Very coarse
gold is found here and great hopes are en.
tertained of the harvest to be reaped on
onc getting well into the ancient channel,
which is said to be pretty well located.

On another small tributary to Antler,
coming precipitately down on the left bank
and cutting, aparently, an extension of the
ancient channel Wolf creek cuts, is Steph-
ens gulch, from which Chinamen have been
teking pay for many years, From thi
gtleh a nugget weighing 17 ounces was tak-
en this season. :

Still further down Antler, and right op-
posite the peint at-which the wagon road
leaves the creék and strikes for Grouise
creek, at Champion gulch, coming in on the
right bank of Antler, Gayet’s claim, on
which he has lived for the past 15 years or
so, has passed into the hands of one of
the English companies operating extensive-
ly in Cariboo, and is being prospected with
a view to opening up a hydraulic claim,
with good prospects of success.

Grouse creek cannot be crossed without
¢vidence of the Waverly hydraulic mine
being thrust upon one’s notice. Here, dur-
ing the spring and early summer, has been
heard for the past 19 or 20 years the
hearse but muffied thunder of John Pom-
ercy’s monitor In its frantic, but neverthe-
less well sustained, efforts to sut its way
to the pay streak, which the past experi-
ence of.the man at the helm had proved
to be calmly lying there awaiting “washing
day.” “Hope deférred maketh the heart
sick,” and at times members of the com-
bany were very sick, but on the whole thay
have stuck manfully to their guns and now
their golden reward seems to be well as-
sured, 3

Higher up on Grouse creek some prospect-
ing for ‘“lost leads,” etc., is being prose-
cuted, and it is reported that the late An-
thony McAlinden’s old claim is to be re-
fitted with improved hydraulic plant and
work pushed to an issue.

Following the wagon road northerly the
head of Canadian creek is struck, and here
the first object that meets the astonished
gaze is the new shaft house that has just
been finished by the Cariboo Deeps Syndl-
cate—H, Carry and H. Bourson, each of
whom hold an interest in the property.
This ground hag been partially prospected
In the early 60’s, and although a good pros-
pect was taken out from the last few sets,
water was so low and labor so high that
on the drift caving in during the winter
the claim was abandoned. The present
¢wners have what is considered a sure
thing for extracting fair pay almost as
8con as they clean out the old shaft from
which it is intended to work the claim.

Immediately adjoining, and on the divide
between Canadian and Grouse creeks, an
old timer, Mr. Conway, holds ground and is
sanguine of striking pay when once he bot-
toms the channel, which is supposed to he
50 to 60 feet deep. He has sunk sowe 25
to 35 feet. 3
. Lower down on Canadian creek Mr.
‘Windt, as manager for the Slocan and Can-
adian Development Co., is getting In plant
for starting hydraulic mining, with new fea-
tures, in the spring.

On “The Creek—as Willams creek fs
affectionately spoken of by old timers—
P'ant is either on or about to be placed on
the San Juan or adjoining claim.

The Cariboo Gold Fields have been rub-
bing up their management and a brand
new manager, no doubt well primed with
technical knowledge and plenty of experi-
euce, has appeared on the ground. It seems
to be the general impression, though, that
some method of excavation other than the
one in use must be Installed before suc-
c€ss can be written across the venture. The
hvdraulic elevator to be operated with a
:ift as great as there requires too much
water for the catchment area of this sec-
tion to supply.

Mosquito creek still continues to put out
her quota of gold and the fortunate owners
and managers may be met abhout wash-up
time smilingly trotting into town with mys-
ter‘ous satchels strapped over their shoul-
ders.

Leaving the beaten track of the Cariboo
rcad and going through Downey pass,
“Shep’s” claim unfolds to view many cuts
and trenches, from all of which “mﬁ gold”
has ben extracted.

Northerly about one mile further, lies
8-Mile lake, with ground along its shores
that is highly prized by the owners. J
Shermer has dug a ditch through which he
contemplates a great flow of water and, as
:o result, a great-flow of the prescious “yel-
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Switching to the east or mortheast we

were the exceedingly rich shaliow. diggi '
of 1861-2, and in the midst o;_ﬂx,e:cwg‘

‘professes to be, a Conservative. 1 re-

-highly [
“*Smith,” to pese as the guide, philosoper

2 i
closed down for the geason on | ne
mones and the pro

: 1 decline to believe that the
wﬁ?.r who signed himself: “Browning
Smith” in Monday’s Times is what he|
fuse further to believe that “Smith” is
his true and lawful name; but I do think
that, ashamed of the cognomen bestowed
upon him by his forbears he has stolen

respectable = patronymic : of

and friend of the ervative party in
the province, and by false professions of
loyalty g&d,loodmwm seeks to to

evitably lead them to .destruction in a
forceful manner with the platform adopt-
ed by the late convention, and I fail to
see that the position you have taken has
been in the slightest degree shaken by
“Smith’s” letter. On ' the contrary, 1
think that his selection of the Libetral
organ as the vehicle of his sentiments—
an organ which has adopted as its poli-
tical ereed the prineiple of “no party
lines in British Columbia politics” is:the
very best evidence that could be given
of his insincerity and general unworthi-
ness. I am one of many Conservitives
who believe that the recent convention
was a mistake. I will go further and
say .that no convention was ever held
in the province that was net a mistake,
where serious blunders were committed
and where a decent regard for party
fealty failed to influence the members of
the convention after they had retired
from the hall. Take the opposition con-
vention held in 1897 at Vancouver, where
Meéssrs, Cotton and Semlin formulated
a manifesto that excited the cachinnatory
organs of their own party papers, and
which had scarcely been promulgated be-
fore one of the authors was detected in
the very act of selling himself to the then
government. <Call to mind the Liberal
convention held at Westminster in the
fall of 1897, Alexander Henderson, the
present attorney-general, moved a reso-
lution of non-confidence in the Turner
administration. Before six months had
eome and gone the same gentleman stood
as a candidate pledged to the support of
the Turner administration and accepted
a generous . sum of money from that
party’s treasury to defray his election
expenses. When the legislature met he
deserted the party that had returned
him and supported their opponents. The
Conservative convention of 1898 adopted
a resolution in favor of party lines, with
the object of influencing the New Bruns-
wick elections, where party lines were
introduced for the first time by the Con-
servatives. What was the resalt? Only
five Conservatives were returned to 2
house of forty-one. The Conservative
convention held a month ago repeated
the blunder that wreeked the party in
New Brunswick last year and adopted
practically the same platform, with this
exception. They will only contend for
party lines in districts where Conserva-
tive candidates will have a feasonable
chance of success. Was there ever as
cowardly a policy promulgated else-
where? A fight is to be put up only
where victory is assured! Where there
is not a victory in sight principles are to
be sunk and men opposed to Conserva-
tism may be supported by Conservatives!
As a Conservative I protest against this
doctrine. I say it is an evidence of pus-
illanimity which ought mot to be con-
doned by British Columbians or acceptea
by the tried and true Comservatives
amongst us. Victer Hugo in his power-
ful book entitted “Ninety-Eight” des-
crives the damage wrought to a French
man-of-war by a cannon which having
been imperfectly fastened broke from its
lashings and became a hideous monster
endowed with lift and by its movements
destroyed many lives and crushed in the
sides and wrecked the ship. - The de-
cision of the Conservative convention to
conduct the next provincial contest on
party lines is like Hugo’s figurative can-
non. destined to destroy the party. From
all parts of the province come complaints
of the injury that has been done by the
decision of the convention. It remained
for a writer masquerading in the bor-
Towed name of “Smith” to approve of the
action of the convention and condemn
the opponents of the innovation through
the columns of a Liberal paper that has
announced itself as opposed to the in-
troduction of party lines to convince the
party that they have been undone. The
resoiution as adopted is unworthy the
traditions of the grand old party. It is
unmanly; it is cowardly; it:is not! an
evidence of clean politics to adopt a prin-
ciple and then say it is only meant for
occasions and localities when and where
it will fit in. Such was not the spirit
that inspired Sir John Macdonald and
other fathers of Conservatism. Their's
was a bold and aggressive policy.
Through evil or good report, in fine
weather or foul, in the face of certain de-
feat, or with the glad acclaim ‘that pre-
sages victory, a resolute, determined
front was ever presented to the foe. I
say, Mr. Editor, that if the convention
were convinced that party lines were
good for the province they should have
laid the conviction down as a prineiple to
be feught for against all odds. The fact
that they have made the resolution a
fast-and{loose, go-as-you-please and cut-
and-come-again affiir furnishes the best
evidence that the whole thing is a mis-
take and ought to be recalled. British
Columbia wants no Eastern politics in
provincial contests. She prefers to fight
her battles on local issues and to select
her representatives from the best ma-
terial in both parties. Your position, in
my opinion,”and in that of most of my
Conservative friends, is the only prac-
tical one under the circumstances and
the only one on which we may confidently

rely for victory.
L O,
——
CAPT. GAUDIN'S ANSWER.

Sir: I find that in self-defence I am
once more compelled to reply to *“Tax-
payer’s” letter which appeared in this
morning's edition -of the Colonist.

It is with very much regret that I
have to state that * Taxpayer’s” argu-
ments, like his eomparisons, are far-
fetched and fall wide-of the mark; also
that - he carefully avoids the points at
issue. He assumes that the closing of
the Craigfiower road for traffic by the
city counecil, the legality of which was
confirmed by the Supreme court, gives
the claimants a title to the closed road.
It did nothing of the sort; mneither the
council ner the Supreme court have
given them a title to the road, which re-

verts to the crown, therefore * Tax-

neour-
that will in-{’

in fact
my
onfidence the o ! ery pr
holder in - ictog_ West, that if the cor-
‘poration  of the city 'of Victoria or the
{)mvinm.l goyernment have unjustly col-
ected taxes for any portion of the road
in dispute, they should be at ohce re-
ded with interest. * ) 3
- “suanking you, Mr. Editor, for my in-
trusion. JAMES GAUDIN.
Craigflower Road, Nov. 15, 1899.

VIOTORIA Y. M. C. A.

To the Hditor: Mention was made re-
cently in the Jocal press that if an effort
wias put forward to place the now de-
funet Vietoria Y. M. C. A. on a solid
basis the work: would be a success. As
one who has had wide experience ih
Y. M. C. A, work, T do not hesitate to
state that with united effort 6n the part
of every Christian young man the work
could not be other than a huge success.
Let every male member of each church
in Victoria contribute not only his little
mite (for that is not all that is needed),
but his time and talents to the work and
most excellent results will accrue there-
from. Permit me to state to those who
have the matter of re-organizing in
hand that I will volunteer to act as sec-
retary of the new association, and would
do my utmost towards making the work
the success it deserves, at the same time
conserving its distinctly undenomina-
tional yet thoroughly 'Christian charac-
ter. T would be obliged if the re-organ-
izers would address me as follows:

HAROLD BURNETT,
Box 444, Victoria.
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CRAIGFLOWER ROAD.

Sir: Much has been written during the
past few weeks about the vexed question
of the Craigflower road. I beg to point
out that when this matter was before the
courts the petitioner to quash the by-law
was quite prepared to prove that the
council had been influenced in closing
this road by Ald. Kinsman, who was a
claimant for a portion of the land used
as a road, but the city did not wish this
question to be discussed, and in order to
thwart justice to the ratepayers and pre-
vent the quashing of the by-law, admit-
ted in court before Mr. Justice Drake
that the road was crown land, and there-
fore could mot belong to private indi-
viduals. 1In spite of this admission, an
attempt to occupy this crown land is
being made by Rev. Mr. Ellison, who
has removed the sidewalk built by the
provincial government on crown land,
and is fencing the roadway.

‘While the Full court decided that the
city had authority to eclose Craigflower
road, it did not decide that the city was
justified in doing so.

BEAUMONT BOGGS.
PG G

AN ALDERMAN REBUKED,

Sir:- I think with you that the refer-
ences made at the council board on Mon-
day evening to the reverend gentlemen
who spoke at the meeting in Victoria
West were uncalled for.” These \gentle-
men have as much right to discuss the
public questions of the day as any other
citizen, not excepting one of the alder-
men who represents the South Ward,
and who seems to have a mania for
abusing ministers of the gospel and the
religious principles which a man ma
sincerely hold. RATEPAYER.

Victoria, Nov. 15.
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AUSTRALIAN LAND
MENT

The progress of Australian land settle-
ment continues satisfactory. .There is
no spasmodic rush for land, but a seady
increase in the numier of holdings of
every kind, sbowing that the land is be-
ing taken up more for industrial pur-
poses than from speculative motives, a
result of the improved land legislation of
iate years. In New South Wales the
main object of land aoministration is to
classify the various state properties, ac-
cording to their fitness for pastoral or
agricultural occupation, instead of allow-
ing them to be indiscriminately leased
or purchased as formerly. The results
have been most encouraging. During
1898, 1,081 applications were received
for homestead selections, embracing a
total area of 461,646 acres. The land
toards dealt with 406,502 acres, of which
802 were confirmed and 268 disallowed
or withdrawn; 101 selections, containing
an area of 25,726 acres, were forfeited
on account of non-fulfilment of condi-
tions. This illustrates the care taken to
prevent the land being taken wup for
purposes other than settlemient. 'The ap-
plication for conditional purchases rep-
resented an area of 298,137 acres. Of the
applications made, 707 were confirmed
for an area of 149,052 ‘acres, and 288
were disallowed. The incomplete condi-
tional purchases in existence at the end
of 1898 numbered 150,697, comprising an
area of 20,243,738 acres; and the number
of conditional purchuses for which deeds
of grant had been issued was 25,522,
representing an area of 3,059,191 acres;
356 conditional purcliases were forfeited,
144 being due to non-payment of bal-
ances, and 212 to non-fulfilment of con-
ditions. Forfeiture was conditionally
waived in 176 cases, and absolutely
waived in 130, Extensions of time for
Payment were granted to the holders of
1,272 conditional purchases. The num-
ber of special areas proclaimed during
the year was 179, including an area of
60,894 acres, as against 233, containing
62,626 acres proclaimed in 1897. Of the
special areas proclaimed, 141 represent-
ed 57,378 acres of country land, while
38 included 8,519 acres of land within
population or suburban areas. The num-
ber of applications for improvement pur-
chases received during 1898 was 158, of
which 58 were approved and 81 were re-
fused. The number of pastoral leases
current on December 31, 1898, was 692,
representing an area of 52,912,506 acres,
and an annual rental of £248,020 14s.
The number of occupation licenses in
force ‘during 1898 was 1,807, embracing
an area of 37,267,354 acres, while the
fees payable annunaily thereon amounted
to a total of £106,125 Ts. 10d. At the
close of last year 1,237 homestead leases
were in existence, comprising an area of
10,456,668 acreas, and returning a rental
of £52,916 12s. 4d. The number of an-
nual leases in existence at the end of
1898 was 10,555, embracing an area of
6,490,522 acres, producing an annual
rental of £42, 965 19s. 5d.; 1,,120 leases
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isposed of by tender. Applications were
also received for an area of §9,488 acres
of scrub Tand on lease, During 1808,
one artesian well leasée was granted,
comprising 10,240 acres, and returning a
rental ot £12 16s. The number of these
leases " current on December 31, 1898,
was 37, representing an area of 378,547
acres and a rental of £1,023 16s. 7d.
These details represent only a portion of
the work of the New South Wales land
department during a single year, but they
show how steadiig the progress of pas-
toral and agricultura! settlement in that
colony is being maintained. I.and suit-
able for mixed farming seems to be most
in request. The conditions of lease or
purchase are so varied that the conveni-
ence of almost every class of settler be-
comes readily met. The main principle
underlaying the system appears to be the
prevention of occupiers obtaining, by
lease of purchase, more land thsn they
can turn to profitable account. Care is
taken that the available lands shall not be
thrown open if there is no apparent de-
mand for them. Thus, in 1898, the total

vocations of similar reserves numbered

cense, annual iease, ete., were notified in

acres.,

area of 297,479 acres.

PORT ESSINGTON BURNED.

Disaster to the Village but Cannery and
Wharf Escape.

The pretty little town of Port Essington,

North, was swept by fire on Friday last,
only the large cannery of Robert Cunning-
ham & Sons, with its auxiliary warehouse
and wl‘art, escaping. A large hotel, three
or four steres, and twenty or more cabins
were consumed, the loss aggregating $75,000,
with insurance of $29,000—chiefly placed
with companies represented by R. P.
Rithet & Co., Ltd.

It is significant of the progressiye, in-
dcmitable character of the North and West
that preparations for Te-building on a
larger and more substantial scale were set
ou. foot by the principal losers, the Cun-
ningham firm, within an hour of the re-
ceipt of the news, which was brought by
Mr. George Cunningham, arriving as a
Danube passenger yesterday.

The fire had its origin shortly before
11:30 in the vicinity of the hotel, a fifteen
guest-room building, constructed of wood,
and approximately 90 feet in length by
thirty in width. Before any steps could
be taken toward organized atack upon the
devouring element, the hotel had been re-
duced to a heap of smoking ashes, and the
fire had leaped the narrow village street,
to lick up the row of stores and cabins, as
well as the home of Mr. George Cunning-
ham.

Wherever the fire touched a clean sweep
was made, absolutely nothing being rescued.
Mr. Cunningham, for example, has ohly a
hunch of keys to show for the labots of
23 years. He is at a loss to account for
the expensive blaze, for all was well in
the village when he and his chief clerk
made' their customary tour of the place at
11'o’clock; the fire evidently originated in
an unused shack formerly in service as a
‘aundry, but where there had been no fire

Y| for 'some days.

The stores that fell before the wave of
firc were chiefly 90x30, or 40x30 feet build-
irgs, well stocked with groceries, drs‘-
goods, hardware, boots, etc. The stocks
of these of course represent the greatest
less.  Ten ¢abins were aiso consumed on
Dufferin street, the homes chiefly of Cun-
1ingham & 'Son’s employees. The loss in
these dwellings is estimated at $250 each—
brilding and contents—while the hotel re-
presented an original outlay of $10,000. The
mill, distdnt a mile and a half from centre-
town, escaped through its isolation, while
the cannery was saved by the vigorons
and intelligent action’of the Indian fire bri-
gade, who pulled down connecting build-
irgs and utilized the water from the big
flume just in the time of ripened oppor-
tunity.

Two hours sufficed for the obliteration of
the greater portion of the town.

IR RN R E L
SUCCESSFUL RECEPTION.

James Bay Methodists Contribute to the
Twentieth Century Fund.

Last evening the James Bay Methodist
church was crowded to the doors, the
event being the reception of subsecrip-
tions to the “ Twentieth Century Fund.”
The church and lecture room were taste-
fully decorated, and the committee _had
spared no means to make the affair a
huge success, and they fully realized
their expectations. The chair was taken
by Mr. David Spencer. Rev. Mr.
Hughes being called upon, explained the
scheme of the twentieth century fund,
stating that all monies subscribed would
be applied to local church debts. The
next speaker was Mr. Justin Gilbert,
who urged prompt-action in lfting the
church debt. Mr. Jones then called for
unity of action and introduced some new
and original schemes for raising money-
for the fund.

Mr. George Powell being called upon,
spoke of the wonderful growth of Metho-
dism during the nineteenth century, and
the great influence this million-dollar
fund would have upon the Christian
church of the future. The quéstion was
being asked, could the Methodists raise
this large sum  He would reply by say-
ing that they not only could but wou'd.

The promise envelopes were then col-
lected, and amid an expectant silence Mr.
C. Spencer announced that $1,200 had
that night been actunally promised. This
with $150 from the Fipworth League, $50
from Mrs. J. Richdale’s. class, and $50
from the Sunday school, brings the
grand total up to $1,450. Amid great
enthusiasm the Doxology was sung, after
which an adjournment was made to the
refreshment buffet.

The pastor and stewards are confident
that by October 1, 1900, the amount will
be substantially augmented, in all prob-
ability to $2.000.

Great credit is due to the ladies for
the .able manner in which they met the
large demands upon their resources, and
also ‘for ‘the éxcellent decorations, which
added much to the charm of the sur-

-roundings.

‘The" splendid ' liberal}
comparatively small number of people is
a fitting testimony to their devotion to
the chupch and this great scheme.

2,173, and affected an area of 3,391,032 . o
acres; 221 reserves from lease and li- thAmther L Tt e repor

total Reborted to Have Business at

. Home More Urgent Than
i at Ladysmith.

Buller Almost Ready for Ad-
vance From Durban— Kim-
berley and Rhodesia.

By Associated Press.

London, Nov. 16 (5 a.m.)—The mo«
interesting and in fact the only news or
the war now comes from the western
frontier, the accounts of Col. Baden-
Powell’s brilliant exploits at Mafeking
forming lively and encouraging reading.
‘French work is guite novel in Boer tac-
tics and some euriosity is evinced as t,
who may be direeting it and as to what
is still to be shown. Nevertheless both
at Mafeking and Kimberley condition«
seem favorable.

FREE STATE FORCES LEAVING

So far as Natal is concerned; the Bri
isher must possess his soul in patienc
and trust to Gen. Buller. Belated d. -
patches from Ladysmith dated Nov.
ber 7 tell of a languid bombardment 1,
4 native rumor that the Basutos arc .
the warpath, which is supposed, accor
mg to a correspondent, to have had 1
e{fect of inducing some of the Oran.
Free State troops to abandon the sie.

number of reseryes fromi sale of various| and to return ro their own territory, uy,
purposes notified was 1,273, comprising| @lso to be accuuntabia fur tre slacknes:
an area of 1,232,410 acres, while the re-| of the attempts on Ladysmith defence..

"HEAVY BOER LOSSES.

at in the attack on Free State forc.

1898, co%prising a total area of 443,698 at Dewdorp the Boers lost 300 in kill..|
he revocations of reserves of s - S
this class numbered 343, and affected an| If the reports ilot die Free Sin

and wounded.

urghers are tired of “he affairs and arw

going home should prove irue the fu.
would ' be most important, as their 1.
tirement would probably compel G
Joubert to withdraw northward. Thy
the Boe}s arq entrenched so closely 1o
_Laqysmxth is held in some quarters 1o
indicate that they are running short of
ammunition and guns.

a centre of the salmon packing in the| THE ADVANCE FROM DURBAX

All Gen. Bauller’s arrangements for the
advzu;ce from Durban, it is reported, ar¢
practically completed and report suys it
may be expected in a few days. Th
war office has received several despatches
relating to military details but it is not
likely that these will be published. The
whereabouts of Gen. Buller is not pub
licly known here but he is believed to be
up country somewhere.

Col. Plumer, it is thought, has aban
doned the attempt to relieve Mafeking.
RHODESIA’S STOUT RESISTANCE.

Capetown, Nov. 10.— 4 despatch from
Buluwayo dated Nov.n:!or 3 says:

An armored train proceeded south,
close to Machudi, where a culvert was
found damaged. The Basuto police, the
despatch adds. report that g party of
Boers have been looting and damaging
property.

A Fort Tuli despatch under date of
Friday, November 3, says there is great
activity in the Boer camp south of here.

reconnoitering party sent along the
line heard heavy firing in the distance.
The party returned to Col. Spreckley’s
camp on the enemy advanecing in force.
It was shelled at mid-day, stampeding
every horse and mule, but not touchin.
a man. The Boers number 400.

It appears that the Boers surround:
Bychstore, where a small party stul
bornly resisted, ultimately retiring
the bush and gaining Fort Tuli.

An officer and five troopers are missiny
from’ Spreckley’s force, which had becn
out on a day’s reconnoitering, and whi
had several skirmishes on returning
Fort Tuli.

London, Nov. 16.—The Times pub
lishes the following despatch from Bul:
wayo, dated Thursday, November
“The Boers attacked . the Bochuin:
chief, Khama, at Selika Kop, on ou
side of Orocodile river, yesterday, an
were repulsed. Khama is eonfident an
is working heartily with us. He is
ported by 100 men from here. ‘
Linchwe, who was at first loyal
thought to be wavering.”

AT KIMBERLEY.

London, Nov. 16.—A despatch to 1!
Daily Mail dated Kimberley, Novemh
10, by way of Capetown, November 1
reports an exchange of artillery with t
Boers that morning. No damage w
done to the town. Subsequently an :
mored train went toward Dronfie
where it was fired upon by the Boer-
after which it returned to Kimberles
safety.

THE FIFTH DIVISION.

London, Nov. 16.—The Admiralty h
engaged the fast steamers Gaul, N
man, Donn Castle and Avondale Castl
to embark the greater part of the filt
division of 10,000 troops at Southampt«
for the Cape.

METHUEN GOES NORTH.

Capetown, Nov. 16.—Gen. Lord Pa:
Methuen, of the first divigion, accon
panied by his staff, went north this ever
ing by train.

LR 2 B SR
PAPER AND TREES.

The importation of wood pulp Into Ita
is greatly on the increase.

Norway supplied Great Britain wil
twice as much ground pulp last year as t!
United States, Canada, Sweden and  H.
land combined.

One of the most valuable timber tr:
in the great Northwest, the red ced:
8rows to a maximum height of 300 feet a:
a diameter of 14 feet.

One and ome-quarter million square mil
is the estimate of the timber area of Cu
ada, as given by the United States cons
general at Montreal.

Paper shingles have been introdueed in
Japan by an enterprising Tokfo firi
stbstitutes for the wooden article. Th
new idea is a slab of thick-tarred past
beard, more easily managed than ordina
shingles and costing only half as much.

Some historie troes have lately come int
the New York lumber market from th
Wilderness battleficid of the ecivil wu
The bills of Talding showed that the trevs
Lad been felled and the lumber sawed there.
In some of the planks the minie balls ¢ar
be geen plainly, the wood directly adjacen
to the bullets being discolored or rotten,
but not enough to damage the laumber.
The portion of the State of Washingto:
west of the summit of the Oascade rang:
i8 covered with the heaviest continuous
belt of forest growth in the United Statcs.
This forest extends over the slopes of th
Cascade and Coast ranges, amd occupics
the entire drift plain surrounding the Wi~
ters of Puget Sound. Excepting the high
est mountain peaks and the sand dun*
of the coast, which are treeless, the valley
of the Cowlitz and Chehalis rivers, which
are dotted with small oaks and other 1
ciduous trees, and the stunted yellow pin-s

shown by afoccupying with open growth the barr«d

Steilacoom plain, all of western Vz‘ash.iu;'
ton is covered with a magnificent frest.
Chicago News.
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of  1898,” the Skagw

“ Lawler, together with

mentioned and a fifth
son, started out to prosp|

waters of the Mosquit

Christmas time they
\ range and began to sf
Bonanza river. A blizz
the cold was intense. I

Frenchmen became sep:
other two men and
without provisions and v
ing and blankets and
After the storm Lawley
followed their footsteps
They found messages v
telling the sad story of
suffering. After a time !
ing party came upon thd
former comrades. Deg
there before them. O
rolled in his blankets, h|
to a mere skeleton, wag
one of the Frenchmen
stove was a kettle cont
mass that told its own
filled with the rawhide
shoes, which the starvin
tempted to boil for food.

“ A short distance from
begide the trail, was fou
the other Frenchman.
had stripped every particl,
the bones. A little fur
body was fonund in a si
Securely buckled around
as if in mockery at its su
ness in that solitude deaf]
skin belt containing $1,0

“ The bodies were burig
could be, and a well-kng
took charge of the gold a
to send them, if he can,
of the deceased.”

On November 8 the fi
were received by tele
weather at different poi
Yukon:

Bennett—Clear.
20 above.

Atlin—Clear, calm; tl
above.

Tagish—Cloudy. calm:
20 above.

White Horse—Partly
south wind: cold.

Lower Labarge — Nor
cloudy, cold-

Hootalinqua—Cloudy, ¢t
eter, 8 above.

Big Salmon—Cloudy, «

Five Fingers—Clear, ca
eter, 8 above.

Fort Selkirk—Cloudy, c
eter, 4 above.

Selwyn—Cloudy, calm;
5 above.
,Ogilvie—Cloudy, northw
mometer, 5 above.

Dawson—Fine,
zero.

calm;

clear;

ADETE S U
JIM WARDNER'S

The Western Romancer E
York With a Story of {

From the New York Wor

Col. James F. Wardner,
veloper, prospector and r(
town. He registered at th
hotel yesterday fresh fron
to the for Northwest to-
to-day regale his friends
ful stories -of the Cape N

“I've struck it rich this
tain,” said Col. Wardner
he pulled a handful of
ranging in size from a pe
egg from his pockets ar
precious metal before
friends.

*“The Klondike region is
the gold fields of Cape
tinned Col. Wardner, “w
8ot to do up there is to w
pick up gold.

“I left New York in Jan
missioned to prospect in

‘Sailing from Seattle on

reached Bennett Lake td
Spent the winter prospectiy
Atlin country, reaching D
July 1. 1 soon saw that d
staked out, country overr
ﬂl!‘d claims worked to the
‘I heard of rich discoy
Nome, Taking a steamer,
the Yukon to St. Michael
embarked for the new gol
01“1,7000 miles from Da
I went into the digging
Seéveral claims that have
bonanzas. Here is one
worth $250. No one cf
great wealth that lies all
Nome beach. Anvil City
the richest mining cam
‘earth,
“Xou hardly see a man




