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LONDON, WEDNESDAY, DEC. 18.
BRITISH LIBERALS FOR THE
LAURIER POLICY.

It is becoming evident that

British
Liberal opinion, apart from merely of-
ficial expressions of opinion, is crystal-
lizing in favor of the Laurier policy
for colonial navies. As far as the
British Government is concerned, it
would not be politic for it in any way
to turn a cold shoulder to the Cana-
dlan Government or show any dissat-
isfaction. No one expects that. The
situation delicate: the navy is a
controverted question in Canada, and
the British Government cannot take
sides, However, an opposition might
feel itself freer, as the Unionists in the
matter of reciprocity last vear. Tho
responsibility of office makes a differ-
ence. It would be unfair to éxpect the
Asquith Government to show a prefer-
ence either way or to look askance at
the Borden offer. Probably it will, as
in duty bound, thank Mr. Borden, its
spokesman taking care to express anh
appreciation also of the Liberal policy.

But, at the same time, there has al-
ways in the Liberal party of
Great Britain a tradition of independ-
ent thought which does not surrender
its convictions merely the
party ig in office; witness the anger of
the rank and file over the Persian pol-
icy of the present Government. And
on this question of colonial contribu-
tion and representation in imperial de-
fence the
press not
British
the
The

is

been

because

there are Libera] voices in

and in Parliament that
hesitating to point out
Government and to the
dang.rs of this Borden policy.
Manchester Guardian, the London
Daily News and Leader, and the Na-
tion, which all will agree to be among
the forces of
journals whose oplnions will be receiv-
ed with the most respectful attention
everywhere, emphatically the
policy of Mr. Borden, preferring the
Australian and Laurier system of local
navies and local initiative. They ob-
ject particularly to the plan of colonial
representation on the Imperial Defence
Committee. Already this committee
has been threatening the freedom of
Parliament, and even of the cabinet, to
control foreign policy, sitting secretly
and becoming a sort of “imperium in
imperio”; but worse and more of it is
foreseen in the development proposed
by the Canadian Premier.
Daily News and Leader
‘writes very strongly:

are
1o the
IXmpire

strongest Liberalism,

reject

The London

-

pt  Dec. {

“}f Mr. Borden’s scheme is adopt-
ed, and extended to the other Do-
minionsg as it inevitably must be once
adopted, then the House of Com-
mong might just ss well put up its
shutters so far as foreign affairg are
concerned, and, indeed, so far as af-
$airs generally are concerned, The
Tmperial Defence Committee will
rpsume in the constitution of this
country the same place as the Elder
Statesmen in Japan or the Iederal
Counci] in Germany. The committee
will decide foreign policy, peace and
war, army and navy; the House of
Commons may be considered good
enough for a mental deficiency bill.
The House of Commons will become
merely a shadow and a name, The
first duty, therefore, of all who have
any desire to preserve p:n‘li;xmvntar}'
government is to secure the rejection
of Mr. Borden's constitutional pro-
posal. We rejoice in Canada’s desire
to share the burden of the fleet; but
in the highest interests of the future
we miust see that the terms of the
collaboration are consistent with free
government. Whatever else may be
said of the Laurier scheme of a
Canadian navy, it fulfilled that vital
condition. The Borden scheme does
not.”

The development of the arbitrary
power of the Imperial Defence Com-
mittee threatens the parliaments of
the Dominions even more than that of
the mother country. The colonial rep-
resentatives must be always in a min-
prity on the committee and outvoted.
The Dominion Parliament will become
more and more subject to an irrespon-
sible representative or two sltting
secretly with British military and naval
men at London, or to a committee that
knows the Dominion only from the
map. Mr. Borden's idea leads away
from autonomy to imperial complica-
tions that will create friction, The
simple and British plan is the Laurier
policy, which preserves autonomy
British and Canadian, parliamentary
government and national self-respect,
avoiding at the same time entangle-
ments and friction,

THE BANK REVISION,

Mr, White handles the bank act
fenderly. Not that his bill is without
good features. He has done well in
deciding against a Government system
of auditing. Bank depositors and share-
holders would be disposed te place too
much dependence upon a public audit,
and the Government of the day would
be held responsible for failures due te
incompetence or dishonesty which no
audit could guard against. There was
a choice example of “playing politics”
in the incident of the Farmers’ Bank
whose victims were promised full re-
dress on the eve of an election by a
present cabinet minister. The tempta-
tion to make party capital of bank
fajlures ander a system of Government

inspection would be - toe ~much for

many politicians of the same stripe on’

either side. Whether Mr. White's pro-
vision for a shareholders’ audit is ade-
quate or not cam Dbetter be discussed
when the full text of the bill is pub-
lished.

The amendment to pexmit farmers
to borrow money on their grain and
cattle may serve a usefu] purpose and
considerably widen the field of bank-
ing activities. The power to issue
notes against gold provides another
elemeni of elasticity in bank ecurrency.
The main criticism that may fairly be
passed upon Mr. White's revision is
that while it enlarges the privileges of
the existing banks, and gives depositors
and shareholders a few more safe-
guards, such as an external audit and
directors’ liability for negligence, it
takes no aceount of the possible dan-
gers in the growing concentration of
the money power. Some day it may be
advisable to limit the scope of a bank's
operations; perhaps its profits, too.

MR. LAW’S LATEST IMPROVISA-
TION.

The London Times is so unkind as
to tell Mr. Bonar Law that he does not
know where he is leading his party on
the tariff guestion. The attack has
more than a tincture of ireny, because
Mr. Law was chosen jeader of his
party on account of his pre-eminence
as a Tariff Reformer.

On the event of the last election Mr.
Balfour promised that if the Union-
ists were returned to power they would
submit their budget to a referendum,
an expedient which probably kept many
Unionist free traders in the party
ranks. Recently Lord Lansdowne and
Mr, Law announced that the party was
absolved. from Mr. Balfour's promise
by defeat at the polls, and they gave
warning that the next Unionist Gov-
ernment would hold itself free to re-
vise the fiscal system. They promised,
to take the people into their
confidence as to the extent to which
food taxation would be carried. The
pledge put upon Unionist leaders the
duty of framing a budget in advance of
50 far as food duties were

however,

an election,
concerned.

mMr: 1 latest delivered
Monday night, has created more than a
flutter in Tariff Reform dovecotes. He
says there will be no food taxes unless
a Unionist Government is satisfied af-
ter a conference with the British do-
that a system of Imperial
The

be
into

aw's speech,

minions,
preferential trade is practicable.

return of the party to power will
regarded as a mandate to enter

these negotiations, and if possible to
frame a policy within the limits pre-
seribed for food taxation. These timid
and tentative proposals do not please
the robust protectionists of Great Brit-
ain who believe in import duties, whe-
ther tied to a preferential scheme or
not. They also an intention
to demand further favors for British
manufacturers, markets—
the last thing the present Ottawa Gov-
ernment would welcome. But the
the Unionist party is not yet in power,
and the Borden Government may
escape some highly uncomforgtable im-
portunities.

disclose

in colonial

THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE
CHINA.
[Pekin Daily News.]
The ministry of education has or-
dered that an English course should be
introduced into the curriculum of the
higher primary scheols in Pekin. It is
thought that the pupils, by beginning
early, will be able more easily to learn

the intricacies of that foreign tongue.

iN

WANTED—A SILKWORM.
[Tit-Bits.}

0Old Gent—Gentle disposition! Why,
he wants to bite the head off every
dog he meets. You've swindled me!

Fancier—Lor’ luv yer, guv'nor, you
didn’t oughter to keep dogs at alll A
gent with your temperament ought
only to go in for silkworms,

BENEFIT OF A CHANGE.
[Washington Star.]

“1 always aim to have some Shake-
speare in my theatre during the win-
ter,” said the manager of the Punkin-
town opera house.

“You think the public demands it?”

“Nope, but it helps business in the
long run. It makes them appreciate
Uncle Tom's Cabin and Ten Nights in
a Barroom.”

WEST VIRGINIA SITS UP.
[Pittsburg Gazette-Times.]

West Virginia beging to take notice
of frfesh reports that the Duke of the
Abruzzi is considering an offer from
Albania to become reigning sovereign
of that country.

SNEED CASE JUST THE SAME.
[Vancouver Province.]

The Missouri woman who confessed
to committing a murder and was order-
ed to be released by the courtg must
feel justly indignant at having her
veracity questioned.

NOTICE TO DANCERS,
[Hamilton Times.]

Those who dance will be interested
to learn that the “clutch” and “stran-
gle” holds of the ballroom have been
declared unseemly, ungentlemanly and
unladylike, if such an expression can
be used, by the patronesseg of the New
York Junior Cotlllons, a leading ar-
biter in matters dealing with ballroom
etiquette in that city. The clutch and
strangle are two positions assumed by
the voung girls and young men in mod-
ern dancing which the women of soci-
ety find most unpleasing.

A PESSIMIST'S CHRISTMAS CARD.
[New York Post.]

A Dreary Christmas to You.

Sad Christmas Meetings.

All Christmas Griefs Be Thine.

A Dismal Christmag and Many of
Them.

Best
“Year.

Wishing You All the Detriments of
the Season.

WHAT IS A VICTROLA?

It is a Victor Gramophone with the
improved sound-amplifying surfaces,
and all moving parts completely con-
cealed in an artistic cabinet. It ap-
peals to music-lovers who have here-
tofore denied themselves the pleasure
of owning a Victor, because of their
objection to the prominence of the
horn. Choice stock on hand. ) &

Wishes for a Scrappy New

Risch, Limited, 248 Dundas stree
; : i . 9exty

oy

‘night by Mr. N. W.
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'NOT BEST, SAYS ROWELL
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Points Out That,Canada Would Have No Real Voice in the
Management of Defence or Foreign Policy—Approves

Imperial Conference Plan.

[Soecial to The Advertiser.]

Feterboro, Dec. 18.—A plea for the
Imperial conference, as contrasted with
the committee of Imperial defence, was
the featlire of the speech delivéered last
Rowell, K. €., M.
P. P., before Peterboro Canadian
Club,

“The pesition of a representative of
Canada on the committee of defence,”
said Mr. Rowell, “would apparently be
equal, but not sunerior, to that of per-
manent secretaries or other officers of
the departments of the British Govern-
ment, ang It is quite clear from the
statements iade by Mr. Asquith and
others, appearing  receatly in the Lon-
don Times, that there is no intention on
the part of the Imperial Government of
making this committee, even with the
representatives of Canada and the other
dominions upon it, anything more than
an advisory committee to the British
Government, a committee absolutely un-
der the control of the Prime Minister of
Great Britain,

No Real Voice.

While representation on the commit-
tee of Imperial defence may serve a use-
ful purpose when matters affecting Can-
ada are under consideration, all must
agree that no cne would seriously sug-
gest that giving Canada or the other
dominions a seat on this committee would
be giving them any real volce in the
management of defence or of foreign: pol-
icy, Two Imperial organizations of equal
status and responsibility ars
Do not let us lose the
grasping for the shadow.
tain the one to which the statesmen of
the emplre have for years given their
best thought and which has proved: such
a unifying force in promoting the highest
interests of both the dominions and the
empire, an organization which, judged
by its past history, as well as hy its
representative character, is capable of

the

substance in
Let us main-

impossible. |

developing to meet the nceds and ex-
igencies of the future.”
The Difference.

Mr, Rowell contrasted closely the dif-
ferences between the Imperial conference
and the defence committee as follows:

“1.—The Imperial conference is a con-
ference betwecn governments. The com-
mittee of Fmperial defence is a confer-
ence of.individuals,

¢2 ~The Imperial tonference is com-
posed of prime® ministers commanding
rarliamentary majorities, and can there-
fore make their decisions effective. The
committee of Imperial defence is not 8o
constituted, but - is simply an inter-
departmental committee of the British
Government, composed partly of cabinel
ministers and partly of permanent offi-
cialg, ‘and ‘can_only recommend action to
the British Government,

“3.—In. the Imperial conference all the
governments’ are equally represented and
have-an. gqual voice and vote in its de-
liberations and decisions. On the com-
mittee of Imperial defence Great Britain
has an.overwhelming preponderance, and
from the very nature of the committee
must decide as the British Cabinet may
desire,

“4~—The Imrerial conference recog-
nizes the full autonomy of all the domin-
fons, and its decisions can only be made
effective with the consent of these do-
minions. The committee of Imperial de-
fence cannot, from the very nature of
its object ang constitution, do other than
carry out the plang of the British Cab-
inet.

“5.—The Imperial conference ig organ-
ized to deal with all subjects of common
interest to the empire. The commiitee
of Imperial defence is limited to consid-
eration of matters of defence, and, cnly
very incldentally, of foreign polley.”

Mr. Rewell spoke on the question of
Imperial relations, dealing particularly
with the Imperial conference and the
commitiee of Imperial defence at the

special request of the- Canadian Club,

PGWERS TO UNTIE
ADRIATIC KNOT

Servia Agrees to Leave Matter
in Their Hands to Forward

Peace.

RELIES ON MODERATION

The Tension With Austria
Ralieved by Direct
Negotiations.

To

[Canadian Press.]

London, Dec. 18.
most important step in
peace today by stating
to leave the manner
Adriatic entirely to
pean powers.

In announcing the decision of the
Servian Government to take this step,
{he head of the Servian peace delega-
tion added that Servia's attitude was a
perfectly moderate one, and that relyv-
ing on this moderation, the justice of
her claim, and the sympathies of the
European governments, she had decid-
ed to take the course indicated.

In regard to the tension between Aus-

the direction of
her willingness
of an outlet in the
the great Xuro-

expected that direct negotiations be-
tween these two nations will begin
immediately. These will take the form
of conferehces between the Austrian
foreign minister and M. Jovanovitch,
the newly-appointed Servian
at Vienna, and the object aimed at will
be the realization of the mutual desire
of the two countries the clearing
up of the situation and the removal of
misunderstandings.

for
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A RICH ESTATE

Man Who Rose From Messenger Boy
Left Fourteen Millions.

[€anadian Press.]

Albany, Dec. 18.—The estate of Louis
A. Heinsheimer, of New York, who
died three years ago, has been apprais-
ed by the state comptrollers at $14,-
600.000. An unusual feature of the ap-
praisal is that it shows that Mr. Heins-
heimer had a cash bank balance of $3,-
500,000, the largest sum of the kind ever
recorded here.

Mr. Heinsheimer was virtually un-
known outside of the Wall Street dis-
trict. He had spent his life there, ris-
ing from a post as messenger boy to
membership in the firm of Kuhn, Loeb
& Company. He was 48 years old,

HOW IT MUST HURT
[Butte Miner.]
The gmall boy's good behavior is get-
ting very mnear the crisis

-
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| Had Resided in Strathroy Nearly

{ria- Hungary and Servia it is generally |

ralics | had been i is
mmmtnrah"‘d seen in his

iers out

{1. D. Morrison got the full force of the

FATAL HOTEL FIRE
AT CARLISLE, SASK

S—

E. W. Brown Perished When
Explosion of Acetylene Gas
Wrecked the Building.

[Canadian Press.]

Carlisle, Sask., Dec. 18.—An explo-
sion in the acetylene gas plant in tbhe
cellar of the Antler Hotel, owned by
E. Riford, here, Monday morning, re-
sulted in the death of one man and
the destruction of the hotel with $20,-
000 damage. The force of the explo-
sion blew up the kitchen floor and part
of the floor above if, and hurled sleep-
of their beds. E. W. Brown,
a local merchant, who was sleeping on
the second floor, never wakened, and
his charred remains were discovered
on a burned mattress eight hours later.
explosion, but ped with severe
burns. A bucket gade kept the

flames from spreading to other build-
ings,

CHARLES COVEY WAS
STRICKEN SUDDENLY|

eSC

Al
His Life.

tSpecial to The Advertiser.|

Strathroy, Dec. 17.—Death came very
vnexpectedly today to Charles Covey
at his home on Caradoc streel. He|
usual health, but was
talken suddenly ill with heart weakness
and died in a short time. He wasg 76
vears old and had resided here mnearly
all his life.

The funeral will be held on Thursday
afternoon.

Irving Poole, aged
home here today.
Glencoe, and John, manager of the
Roval Bank at St. Marys, are sons.
The funeral will be held on Thursday.

MYSTERIOUS BLAZE
IN OPERA HOUSE

St. Marys Theatre Had a Close Calil
for Being Destroyed.
[Special to The Advertiser.]

St Marys, Dee. 18.—Fire was dis-
covered at the St. Ilarys Opera House
at the noon hour yesterday. Great vol-
untes ot smoke were noticed coming
oug of the window by the east end of
the stage platform. The fire brigade
responded quickly, and soon had lines
of hose carried up a ladder to the
stage window and deluged that sec-
tion with water, but the dense smoke
prevented the tiremen for some time
from locating the seat of the fire,
which was later found to be under

81, died at his
Thomas Poole, of

I wrote a very clever play

And told my dearest friends about it,
Declared that it was blithe and gay,

They smiled and said they didn’t doubt it;
And each one whispered in my ear

“T'll read my play to you some day,”
And so 'm asking far and near:’

“Who hasn’t tried to write a play?”

The milkman and the plumber, too,
The man who comes to get the ashes
The cook who cooks our daily stew,
The carpenter who fixes sashes,
Have all essayed dramatic art
And have some drama hid away,
And so I query from the heart
“Who hasn’t tried to write a play?

Diogenes, with lantern lit

Went searching for an honest mortal
And with this odd archaic kit

He paused at everybody’s portal.
A longer quest than his I plan,

About the world I mean to stray,
To find the woman, child orman =

—:mm
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The handwritten lett
has no business in
‘a business office

It is an unwarranted intrusion on a busy man’s time and

patience.
In the museums of

lished fixture.

done or.records to be kept.
Let the

onarch

Typewriter

handle your writing — especially your business correspondence.
It will pay for itself in the better, bigger business it will beget.

Send for illustrated booklet to

Monarch Department

Remington
144 BAY STREET,

Limited,

the future, the pen will be hung up with
rhe warming-pan, the flint-lock and the spinning-wheel.
—vm -the business office of today the typewriter is an estab-
It is not only 2 new industry itself but it is the
right hand of every industry under the sun.

The large corporation would be helpless without it.
single-handed wan needs it most of all.

It has a legitimate place wherever there is writing to be

Typewriter

The

Company
TORONTO, ONT.

tha stage platform, the great quan-
tity of water thrown in soon founi
its way down through the floors to
the three businesg places below—the
. P. R. waiting room and ticket ot~
fice, and the two retail stores of G
Carter, Son & Co, millers—their stock
including hardware, were injured bw¥
water. The firemen soon controlied
the fire and conflned it to the east end
the opera stage platform. The
main part of the opera house was nuot
injured except slightly by smoke.

Many theories were given as to the
origin of the fire, but it ig thought
t> be either spontaneous combustion
in some refuse under the platform or
by electric wires. The block is own-
ed by G, Carter, Son & Co., Limited.
A fair insurance is said to cover the
building and stock.

TAKING UP OPTIONS
ON FINE FRUIT LANDS

English Syndicate Secures 5,

200 Acres Between West
Lorne and Lake.

[Special to The Advertiser.]
West Lorne, Dec. 18—1It is reported
that the parties who gave an Erglish
syndicate opticn on some 5,200 acres
of land between West Lorne and Lake
Erie. have al]l received notice during

ol

| the last few days to be ready to give

up possession of their lands in the
spring.

This land is all recognized as being
gecond to none anywhere in Qutario
for frui¢ growing, etec., and a great
future seems to be in store for West
Lorne as a fruit growing centre.

Peaches and all Kkinds of small
fruits have been grown most succ ess-
fully during the last year or two, but
local pariies did not realize the woli-
derful opportunities until after the
svndicate had gotten options on a
large amount. .

CHRISTMAS TREE FOR
NEW YORK KIDDIES

Will Be Placed On Madison Square and
Have 1,000 Lights,
[Canadian Press.]

New York, Pec. 18.—A giant Christ-
mas tree, declared to be the largest
ever seen in this country, will be
placed in Madison Square next week
by the Adirondack League Club, ag a
surprise to the children of the east side
on Christmas eve. A thousand electric
buibs will be strung through its
branches, from which a huge supply of
toys and candies will be distributed.

CURE

L9

Bick Headscheand relievesll thetroubles inci-
dent to s bilious stateof the gystem, such as
Dizzinees, Nausea, Drowsiness, Distress after
eating, Paln in the Side, &o. While their mos§
able success has been shown in curing

~SICK

Readanhe, yeot Carter's Little Eiver Pills ave
s,qually veluable in Constipstion, curingand pre-
venting thisanno; omplaing, whils t.ho¥ alse
eorrectal¥disorders ofihestomach stimulate the
iiver and regulsts thebowels, Evenif they only

~ HEAD

Acheikey wonld beslmostpricelessto those wha

$7

A Trip Extraordinary

Any rail line through the picturesque and historic
East to New York—stop over there or enroute—2, 000
miles on the Atlantic Oceani—on 10,600 ton palatial

Southern Pacific Steamships

to New Orleans—the quaintest of American cities—stop
over there with plenty of time to enjoy it—your choice
L_ of rail lines home— through the laz
Reverse the order of the trip if you preter.

Iancluding Berth and
Meals oo Ship

Why not make thiscircle tour? It will be a de-
lightful two weeks’ vacation. There are no bother-
some details to arrange. Simply call on or write to
GEO. W. VAUYX, Canadian Passenger Agent
Room 10 Dominion Bond Bldg., Toronto,Can.
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l("g‘
south.

The cost is

sunny
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Bald

Get one of Prof. Micheel’s famous Toupees, which are

on sale now at.

$15.00 and $30.00

Free Demonstration.

1,000 FANCY BACK COMBS, regular

Gty ook

$2.50 to $3.50,
: o ..$1.60

See our window.
560 REAL HAIR BRAIDS, regular $6.00, at
Move quickly.
500 LONG HAIR BRAIDS, regular $4.00, while they last at

each

§2.00

500 BEAUTIFUL LONG HUMAN HAIR BRAIDS, regular

$300, at ....

$1.50

WE DYE AND BLEACH HAIR ANY SHADE.
WE REMOVE SUPERFLUOUS HAIR.
HAIR DRESSING, MANICURING.

PROF. MICHEEL

Canada’s Greatest Artist,

PHONE 2336.

221 DUNDAS STREET.

L, S

For the Boys and Gitls

Toboggans, Snow Shoes,
Hockey Sticks, Skates, Sleighs

For the Grown-Ups

Brass Jardimieres, Brass
Candlesticks, Brass Trays,
Qilverware, Cut Glass.

Practical Gilts

Motor Washing Machines,
Meat Cutters, Family Scales,
Wiss Shears, Carpet Sweepers
Note our window for Christ-

mas suggestions.

Something for everyone,

_

Westman's Hardware

121 DUNDAS STREET AND MARKET SQUARE,

y

saffer from thisdistressing complaint; bat fortu-
mately thelrg: -does notend hers,and thoza
whoonlstry tiiem will find these little plils valu.
able in snmany vwm will net be wils
ling todo without head

25 the bans of so many livas that here fe whera

Wwemzke our great boast. Our pillcureit while

otners donot.
Tarter's Littls Liver Pills are very smail and
pes mxkes dose.

ﬂrymy:‘o“u‘;. One or two
They are vegetable
e

b= GARTES MEDIDNS G0., NNV 0L

Cleri

|
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GET OUR PRICES FOR

Tin, Lead, Zinc, Bebbitt, Solder, Sheet Lead, Lead Pipe

The Canada Metal Co,, Limited
FACTORIES: Toronto, Montreal, Winnipeg.
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CALLED TO MONTREAL.
Montreal, Dec. 17—At a special
meeting of the quarterly official board

of Douglas Church, a hearty and unan-
imous invitation was extended to the
Rev. Dr, Smith, of Centenary Church,

{ Hamilton,

| Methodist chureches. in the west,

to become pastor at the
ciose of the present term next June. Dr.
Smith is a prominent minister and has
heen pastor of some of- the ']egdtng‘
n=-
cluding the Metropolitan Church In
Toronto,




