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nimal Curiosities.

A Dinner of Gold Coin Settled a Shark—Antics |

of Ants—Pigs Which Whistle—Queer Friend-
ships Struck Up Between a Horse and a Hen,
and a Dog, a Goose and a Lioness.

YRETE

THE DIVER AND THE SHARK.

“] suppose,” quoth James T. Gaulin,
»f Winchester, Mass., who sit-
ting on the botel veranda, “‘that 1 bad
the honor of killing the most valuable
fish that ever swam the seas. 1 did it
single-handed, toco. 1 aver that this
fish was worth mor= at the time of its
death than the finest sperm whale that
was ever harpooned, although we

should really leave whales out of the |

question when speaking of fish. It was
80 years, ago, and 1 was young and
foolish enough to be a deep sea diver,
©Our diving schooner and crew had been
sent to Cuba to recover somne stuff
from a Spanish boat that had foundered
off the coast of Cuba, just where
don’t now recoliect. It was quite a long
trip for us, and as the employment of a
diving outfit was an expens.ive thing
in those days, the boys knew that
there must be something pretty valu-
able in the hold of the wreck. I was
quite close to our skipper, and he told
me that there were several boxes of
gold coin in the wreck. On our arrivel
at the port near where the wreck lay
$n 30 feet of water, the agent of the
owners of the sunken schooner told
us something more surprising. It was
that the goid had not been stowed in
boxes in the cabin, as was usual, but for
some reason had been bagged and
placed in the hold, being billed as cop-
per washers. This was probably @
scheme to avoid eny chance of the
gpirit of cuplidity arising in the crew,
for the treasure was very great.”

“As the confidential man, I was se-
jected to go down first, and find the
money bags, attach lines to them and
have them taken out before the other
divers should proceed with the work
of taking out the other freight that
the water had not harmed. I was soon
in the hold, and was surprised to find
that the money bags were only a 1it-
tle distance from the hole in the side
that had caused the schooner to foun-
der. I had been told that there would
be twelve bags, but 1 coul lay my
hands on but eleven of them. Finally
1 spled a torn bag lylng near the hole
jn the hull, and cn picking it up dis-
covered that it contained a few gold
coins. I decided that the heavy tripie
gacking had been torn cpen some way
or other when the schooner sank 3
tened lines about the eleven }t
were intact and had them hoisted, at-
terward going up for & for our
paratus was not very good.

“In a few minutes I returned to
hold to search for the scattered ¢
Very few of them wer
curred to me that they
washed outside the beosi
the P siti-a of the wre
that the was fa
1-e ghip’s bottom.
crawl into the hole,
bered that it i hazard the
pipe, g0 1 was pulled vp and
again over the wessel’s side. 1 W
appointed not to find any indic
tle gold near the hole in
but set to work Aigs
the sand. I had go
svhen I struck the gol
Jump. I picked out a gre
turned the light on then
jover of gold then, ever
not belong to me.

“Just then 1
made the rubber helmet
head. It was a man-e
hadn’'t thought of
1 had neglected to 1
nas rushing at me. The
mever stopped to
e rubber and
makes a poor
beside the
slaught, 1
ful of gold 2
weapon. He turnce
jng his horrible
grim humor had come cover
cruel gold bugs had sent me do
to be devoured, after saving thousands
of dollars for them. I would be a spend-
thrift at the last. So with all my
force I flung the heavy handful of coin
jnto the yawning mouth.
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“The shark must have thought it was i

a part of me, for he snapped his jaws
over the goldén mors« 1. as though I
could not hear. I am satisfied that he
broke some teeth. He am back a
little and then rushed at me again. I
had no weapon but the zold, so again
I flung into the hideous maw enough
to buy me a home in New Engla:
1 saw him snap and sw: Again
and again was the tack repeated,
and as often aid T hurl g 14 into th
gharks’ throat. Pretty scon he became
dizzy, as it were,
balanced him, settling in the fo ward
part of his body. Then he ithed
in agony, and I had to
his fury. Then, with
shudder, he sank to the bottom, wel
ed down by gold. 1 tied a line about
fim and then gave the signal to be
pulled up. Then I helped hoist the
ghark. We cut him open.
vou must take the word of an I
that there was $45.000 ‘n him. (fold had
killed bim. ”’

®ilence sme
.Yi"“r'l The
ecload. The amj
1y wove a weird chunk of melod

himes began to ring. “Tho

reat days,” sald Mr. Gaulin,
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ANTS AND THEIR “COWS.”

Last yvear I told of an immense de

oy

vlow it.

o
a

keep a

one

ex-dive

ared itself all over the ver-
moon 41 behind a
iphitheater organ

nal
nale

¥ was running in my melon patch. The
aphis, which i

“milk cow,” abounded. The
for these plant lice, herd
take their pay in milking
read of battles between t
ant and the large black
possession of a herd of
the victors ca ing off the lice
placing on plants near th ir
Last vear the ants burrowed near ev-
ery hill of my and were thus
enabled to stay cme and at-
tend to the mi time. 1
examined the - and
found they are built correctly for the
business the ants are conducting. 1
think each ant had fully a hundred
#cows,” but the affair was run on com-
munistic principles, and there was no
individual ownership. An ant W uald
step up to one cow, tap it on the side
with one of iis antennae, take what-
ever was on tap, and go to others. An-
other ant, passing through t rd,
avould stop 2 moment at the same

find the milking done, and immediately
move on.

This year I noticed ants running up
and down the trunks of some small
pale trees, and examination showed
thet lice were on the leaves.—Alva Agee
jn National Stockman.
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A GOOD DOG STORY\

There is a dog owner in Philadelphia
who tells a story concerning his can-
ine companion that tries the \belief

friends, despite the fact| that
he veashes for its truth. The is

s also known as the ants’

for the

“cows,”’

ones
these
and

ho ¢
nome.
me

ine
with a glass

3n intelfigent looking animal g?("t.ue | break, now

| there for,

for the gold had un- |

Gentlemen,

ia

; pect«

and |
I have |
the little brown

{ reds,

2

1 shepherd variety, and is frisky and
{ Pull of fun. The particular trait of
which its master boasts is that when
he wants the animal to stay in one
place It is not necessary to tie him
up. All that is needed is to
one end of a rope to a
post and give the other end to the
d.ug to hold in his mouth. The pa-
tient animal
way,
. than he would fly.
2 £ 32
i ODD FRIENDSHIPS OF ANIMALS.
Why is it that animals have such 2a
great dislike for solitude and have
fits of loneliness when shut up by

! one of_his runaway children, or rush- |

|
;

irg, with a degree of ferocity all out

! practice.

of proportion to his size, upon some |
i finny raider.

But he is utterly depraved himself,

{ and if he gets the chance he will kid-

nests are close together, there is a per-

! petual warfare going on between the

| proprietors.

He is very pugnacious,

| and there is no discretion coupled with
| this quality, for he displays as much |

! readiness

;t’ O

sketehing outfit and all, if 1 approach
closely, as he would a May-fly.
But his disposition is not half as bad
as that of one of his cousins; for there
is a species of the same genus, called
Betta pugnax, which

is

to attack and devour me | till he could give us valuable polnters

! of preservation in

A | making of data
' nap half a dozen of his neighbor’s fam- |

ily to increase his own; so, when the | he chanced to find an item of unusual

them wilth a deftness borfi of long
Not content with reacing
them, he must needs slash out of each
such articies as seemed to himn wurthy
the collection he was
\ upon every counceiv-
able subject uhder the sun; and when

| interest he would pounce upon it with

| a sonorous

‘Well, I de-clare’” which

| was sure to side-track and often wreck
| cur train of thought.

“He continued to inhabit our sanctum

! on all phases of the newspaper busi-

| ness, and would doubtless

be here yet

| bad it not been for the occurrence of
| one of those episodes which no man

Siam for its game and fizhting quali- i

ties.—“A Real Air Castle,” by Chas. B.

. Hudson, in September St. Nicholas.

fasten !
convenlient |

will sit for hours in this |

and would no more run away | checkered career,” remarked the able

e

The Bore’s

“During our long

Nemesis.

and somewhat

’jeditor of the Han'\'ille.(‘la,l'ion, “we
i have encountered bores of many de-

themselves from any other living being !

is something no
able to explain.
all animals
even
fierce,
Remadadrkably
i are the friendships animals form.
Horses, cnum with cats, dogs with
geese, end there are two capital stories
—one of how a horse and a hen, the

one has
yearn

: ; for companionship,
animais

that are ‘wild and

ever been !
Yet it is the fact that |

i rights.

= i he did much of the time, to the accom-
strange and curious !

seriptions; but, so far as our experi-
ence goes, the biggest bore ever born
in captivity was old man Lincoggle,
whe used to infest our sanctum from
early morn till dewy eve, witi inter-
vals for refreshments, nf course.

“}ie levied upon our percuisites of
wedding-cake, circus tickets, and early
pawpaws, as If vested with riparian
When not slumbering—which
paniment of the

snores like death-

! rattle of an exviring bovollipus—he was

other of how a dog and a hen, became |

fz<t companions.

The horse and the hen happened to
be the only occupants of a large
chard, and got to know each other
and seldom were to be found apart.
The hen’s favorite method of showing
her friendship was to approach the
horse with a cackle of joy and run
gently against his legs, the sagacious
equine looking down upon her k dly
and starding perfectly still in a well-
| satisfied manner as the feathered wings
fiuttered about his legs. ;

In one of the ferms just over the
border line oI 1he annexed district a

hen became so chummy with a velu- |

able retriever that she actually lald

or- |

her eggs and hatched her chickens in |

the dog’s kennel, and the four-footed
beast enjoyed it immensely.

He would |

guard by the hour the eggs, and later i

the litfle chickens, and when he had
occasion to go in and out of the house
he would move with the greatest of

care, so as not to disturb his feathered |

friend.

Geese and dogs are apt to be very |

fond of each other. There is a story
of a goose that was rescued by a mas-

so grateful that it could not show the
dog enough attention.
other g of the farmyard a
by the dog day and nigt
ing him dalily as he we

farm. the
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vas unable to
by biting her feet.
evolved the scheme of putting
rat terrier into her cage.

a good
She recelved

the dog at first with an angry g‘z*o:vl';

and decided symptoms of aversion, but

as soon as the little brute grabbed the |

the life ot 3t
1i out of it,  1ast twenty years.

first rat and shook
¢he began to und
and at
fancy to him. =he coax
gide, put her paws
1t after mnight
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state of mutusal, great
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PIGS.
Al Van Eps and H.
returned from the Icicle
ther day, where they had

rusiicatis and prospes

been
ting.

apex
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weird and luxuri
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us music
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he
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are

many in that high range. This peculiar |
smbles a fox more than a pig. |
In ¢

animal res:e

and weighs fron to 40 pounds.

color it ranges from a dark o

grey to almost white. Its whis

propensities are n

time has it fooled

v into the belief that he was not
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Mr. Van Epps d g tl
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A FIGHTING
But the Paradise fish,
ing ornamental, has some very inier-
e male builds the nest,

FISE

he builds it of bubbles! Rather
building material, you may think, and
not apt to endure very long. It does
v well, however, for the bubbles,
ing in the slime which sut rounds
s, are quite lasting, and by con-
tantly adding fresh ones the fisn keeps
the nest in a fair state of repair. The
young are nearly transparent, and
floating beneat) the bubbles they are
quite invisible to their enemies above
the water.
From the time

+he
the

guards them against their hundreds
of enemies beneath the surface, amonsg
which their own mother. This un-
natural parent would devour her off-
spring as greedily as would a

is

she

wriggler, were it not for the vigilance :

on i

to |

ness in the Dub- |

up to her, both in |

and listened !
of |

tiing |
velous, and many i

moun- |
leclares they are |
ca often |

open-air concerts of the most i
Leavenworth |

It left all the !
nd stayed |

| the Angora cat, the oleander,
o | large leaved myrtle.

{ historians

{ school assert
was S0 |
drive |
away the rats that used to annoy het |

The trainer at last |

| family marked with t

i pounds s

{ business.

{ he may weil

eggs are laid !
until the voung fish afe large enough |
to take care of themselves their father ! e i
! which they have discarded their canoes |

of her mate, who takes very good care |

that she does not get an oppormunir=

| Between guarding his children, whikh
| are numbered somewhere in the hund-
somewhat |

and Kkeeping his
| fiimsy nest in repalir, he is a very much
occupied fish. With a very business-
like air he flirts himself about, now ris-
ing to get a mouthful of air to release
| ir. bubbles below his nest to mend a
dashing after and seizing

either argulig with us or spavoing un
our freshest exchanges and shucking

o7 { can px'ognostica,te.
cultivated in .

“One day, upon returning to the office
after a brief absence, we discovered
Mr, Lincoggle endeavoring to ensconce

| his entire person in the key-hole of our
| desk, in which attempt he was being

| ably assisted by

a large elm club in

:;the hands of a middle-aged lady, of

| magnificent proportions.

i she w

At our en-
trance the lady paused to explain that
as the relict of the late Mr. Jurni-
gan, formerly of Texas, who, having

| died within a week after his arrival in
{ our midst, had been accorded an obl-

tuary notice in the Clarion, in which

| a typngra.phical error was responsible
| ¢or the statement that he had gone
to his last roasting place.

i but suggested

| insinuation.
{ bore crawled

«wWe sympathized with the widow,
that she had punished
the editor sufficiently for his dastardly
When she was gone the
out of his refuge, glared

{ at us in unutterable wrath and scorn,
| ana left the oifice, never to return.

i slow, but they get

S

«The mills of the gods indeed grind
there &ll the same.”
—Puck.
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Busy Readers.

Gossip From Every Land Summarized for
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STATIFTICS show that in Germany’s

population of 50,000,000 the females out- |

rumbered the males by nearly a mil-
lion.

MORE mountain-climbers have been
seriously or fatally injured in the Alps
this season than ever before in an
equal length of time.

BIRMINGHAM is the greatest brass-
making town in the world, and it

i them

| ments and was accepted.
- marriage was over and they had

i feared the bride’s parents would refuse

him, so the weavers advised them to
present a barber’'s boy who was with
the groom. The barber was
dressed in the groom’s wedding gar-
When the
re-
turned home, the weaver demanded
his bride, but the barber refused to

as

. give her up, and now they have gone
i to law to settle the question.

cceps in steady employment an aver- | . s .
keep o Py 5 | philanthropist, is about to start, at 73,

{ age of 7,000 brass workers. Parls comes
{ in a good second.
tiff from the attack of a fox, and was |

AIX in Provence has just erected a
statue to Peiresc, who, in the
teenth century, introduced into France
and the

seven-
.
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Qo1ns.
Tattooing, which Lombroso and his
i . mark of delin-
in London
Parllament re-
with his wife
vd had the whoie
heir name and ad-

dress in case of accidents.

quents, is spreading
society. A member
cently wvisited a ta
and

five children, ar

| on his third mission to the Siberian i
{ mines

DR.BAEDECKER,the English prison

and convict settlements. He

| has authority from the Inspector-Gen-
! eral of Russien prisons and will visit

! besides
! Tomsk,

the central penitentiaries at
Krasnojarsk, Yakutsk, and

| Viljuisk.

i Barak

KET

and Debcrah assembled tihe

| tribes of Israel, has been sought for
| by M. E. Gautler and not found. Two
{ epots in the valley of the Orontes were

<

nposed to be the place, a tumulus on
 spur of Mount Lebanon near the Lake
Homs, and an island in the lake.
<cavations were made in both, with
conclusion that nither is Kedesh,
island a series of interesting

above the other, was

ing with the Byzantine

back throusgh the
to the hronze and
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od and going

e

| stone ages.
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{ tain iron.
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THE wealth of the Rothschilds 1s |

believed to have doubled within the

it is now estimated
in 70 it wiii amount to

years

more

o

teriing.

for

1T IS intimated that the

monti on Deegide, Aberdeenshire. He

his dauvghter and son-in-law at Old
Mar Lodge.

OVER 250 of the trees in the fam-
ous Orangerie of Versaiiles have per-
ished during the last four years, in-
cluding the Grand Bourbon, or ‘‘oran-
ger du connetable,” which dates from
the sixteneth century, and the others
are in bad condition. This is due, it is
said, to their having been watered with
a liquid containing injurious chemicals.

VISCOUNT MOUNTMORRES, who
{s a member of the London County
Council, has informed the London
press that he is ready to furnish it with

! contributions at the rate of $1 50 per

. | 2,000 words if taken by the week, or

e { at lower rates for a longer period. He

in addition 0 ' ¢4vg that he is “a vivid and graceful

¢ writer of more than ordinary capabil-
ities.”

is quite right and proper, but |

frail |

_LIVING in the open alr all summer
has improved the Pope’s health, which
was never better than it is now. He
is entirely free frem the fainting spells
that used to come upon him in the
spri months, and when pressed with
Dr. Lappont says: “If noth-
ing unforeseen happens, the Holy
Father’'s conctiitution is so sound that
attain his hundredth

ng

year.”

CIVILIZATION has demoralized the
Samoans. They have #ken a fancy
for the large men-of-war’s boats, for

i of the other 4,807 benefices s
3,000 less than -

. ; SE 1 i gand more less than

oreat | 8t £400,000,000, and it is catculated ¥hat |

- s H

to her |

! am much pleased to
| to wear the Highland tartan.
{ pave the purse 1

| rific ball at that battle.
| net, alas!
| by a volley

- { onel
Prince of '
{ Wales, who is now on the continent, i
jis to spend the last ten days of this
range |
| will be the guest of his mother, t_he";
| Queen, at Balmoral, part of the time,
| while the remainder will be spent with

COW’S milk is almost at the foot of
the list of the food substances that con-
As it is'so important to in-

P

i,
menit on
tion iroz
rent af

animals to see in what pro-
is presen stem at
3. He fin » young-

contain

\n four times as much ircn as in the
animal two and & half months cld.

je i{nfers from this that a long-con-
inued exclusive milk diet is not
. «121 = + ¢ ahhmt !i 1\_;, ciinnlar ant-
babies, but shiculd D€ supplemeilt

r wheat preparationsa.

Fe gl \\'1

IGLISH clergymen’s salarles are

not as high as {8 commonly believed.
In Crockford’s Cilerical Directory for
th . statements of the actual ¥ alue
of %638 benefices out of 13,243 in Eng-
land are given. Of these 638 are worth
$500 real less, 2,743 move $1,000 or
1 $2,000, 792 less than

ess than $4,000, 43 only $5,000
23 more than $5,000, 6 being
0, and but one of these over
The nomina} value in the case
{or nearly
31,560, and for a thou-
$2,500. In addi-
tion to his income, however, the incum-

no less than fifteen thousand million | bent has the use of a house, and in the

it is scarcely possible |
the human mind to conceive 8O |
i vast a sum.

country at least of a garden.

¢1R JOHN EWART, the new col-
of the Argyll and Sutherland
Jighlanders, writes as follows regard-
ing his appeintment: “Of course, I
be able once more
I still
wore on the crossing
of Alma, and also the claymore, of
which the scabbard was broken by @&
My old bon-
was clean shot off my head
fired at me in the Secun-

| dgerbagh, and I never recovered it. I

] good blocks

i already

| three-fourths of the

have the old dirk 1 used in the Cri-
mea, but 1 shall have to get a new
breast-plate brooch and dirkbelt, as
the uniform has been altered.”

RBUTCHERS’ chopping blocks are

| made of white oak, maple, birch, syca-
{ more, and one or

two other woods.
White oak is preferred, but probably
blocks are made of
because of its greater avail-
It is hard to get a solid block;
trees large enough to make
have heart checks.

the Italian torpedo boats not
having petroleum furnaces are
to be supplied with them. The burn-

maple,
ability.
most of the

ALL

| ers are the invention of the Italian en-

! gineer Cuniberti.

They are being tried
in the German and French navies.
ngland alone has paid no attention
to liquid fuel for small high-specd war
vessels

PROBABLY the only instance of a

| lake passenger steamer being in com-

mand of a woman is that of the Water
Lily, which is an excursion boat on
Lake Champlain. The captair and pi-

! Jot of this boat is Mrs. Philemona Dan-

| iels,

| jod about fifteen y¢ars ago,
{ jaw requiring all pilots

and in which they row about from |

village to village discussing politics
and neglecting their crops. To build
the boats they have mortgaged their
land,
tempt to raise money to pay their
creditors they spend their time play-
ing cricket for stakes consisting of
pigs or kegs of salt beef.

A QUEER Arabian Nights tale comes
from the Punjab. A few weeks ago a
party of weavers formed a marriage
procession and started for a village in
Feroypore. The bridegroom was bald
and blind of one eye, and his father

and instead of making an at- |

who has navigated the lake for 35
years, with the exception of a brief per-
when the
to have l-
censes went into effect. It did not occur
to her at first that she could take out
a license, but inquiry revealed the fact
that a woman was eligible, and she

. then got her license and returned to

her post. She s compelled to take 2

| new examination every year, and her

|

husband, who also commands a steam-
er, declares that the examiners make
it harder for her than for himself. She
knows every foot of Lake Champlain.
The steamship men on the lake say
that Mrs. Daniels was the earliest in
point of time in command of any
steam craft. There are two or three
other women captains now, but all in
command of freight boats, and all hav-
ing a record of service much shorter
than that of Capt. Philemona,

10SH, the city of Naphtoli where |

rof. Bunge has been led to ex- {

P
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“The Madness of Genius.”

. 2
-
g9

Dr. L. Forbes Winslow, the celebrated
London alienist, who has come to this
| country for the purpose of -attending
i the Medico-Legal Congress, chatted

| pleasantly with a reporter in New York
the other day on the relationship be-
tween insanity and genius.

Shortly before his departure for the
TUnited States Dr. Winslow wrote an
article on the “Madness of Genius” for
a London magazine, which created a
great sensation, because of the start-
ling allegations and theories advanced.
When Dr. Winslow was seen at the
Westminster Hotel last night and
asked if he would give the New York
Times an interview on the *“Madness of
Genius,” he very cheerfully complied.

“phere is a great relationship,” said
Dr.Winslow, as he seated himself com-
fortably in a big easy chair in the
smoking room, ‘‘between insanity and
gendus. It is a inost diificult thing to
deflne the line that separates the sane
frem the insane, the babbling, darivel-
ing idiot from the man of transcendent
genius. Such a line of aemarkation is
not easy to define; on the one side a
highly wrought and gifted mind, and
on the other an intellect distracted and
tainted.

“Another difficult thing is to draw the
distinction. between the creations of
~anius and the wanderings of insanity.
Fxcessive exparnstons of brain matter,
great sensibility, acute sensitiveness,
quickness of a’pprchension,'and vivid-
ness of imagination are all indications
of a state of brain bordering on the
confines of disease. In the majority of
studious men there often exists a pre-
! disposition to brain disease which may
| have actually existed. This is mani-
fested in many ways.

“In Sir Walter Scott and Lord Byron
the malformation of the foot and leg
and talipes, to which they were subject,
indicated that a nmervous attack occur-
red during intra-uterine life of a para-
lytic or gpasmodic character. Such an
cocurrence has been proved beyond
doubt to be liable to be accompanied by
modifications of the mental charactel is-
tics, and in some instances by down-
right idiocy. This is specially so when
the spasmodic attack has been severe
{ and the deformity great.

«In others it is followed by eccen-
tricity, impetuosity of temper, way-
wardness or genlus, even when there 1S
! only a small deformity, such es a slight
strabismus or a twist of the footl.

“Byron was a child with a temper
| sullenly passionate. The irregular ac-
| tion of his nervous system and the pe-
| culiarity of his temper were inherited
{ from his parents. His parental ances-
| tors were remarkakble for their eccen-
| tricities, irregular passions, and daring
recklessness. His mother was liakle to
| outbursts of. ungovernable temper and
| feeling. With such a parentage and
| so constituted, it is not remarks bie that
| Byron fell so early. His last moments.
| ag depicted by Moore, must produce &
i feeling of melancholy. Madden Ae-
{ scribed Byron's malady to be epllepsy,
i and he had doulbrtless many signs of
{ cerebro-spinal disorder, as indicated by
! hig frequent twitchings and strong
| emotion. It is on record that he awoke
every moirning with a feeling of melan
| choly, despondency, and actual despair.

«The very infancy of geni is ofiten
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passed its confines, will, in all proba!
ity, develop into a genius; but, alas!
many fail to pass this barrier, and con-
gequently our {nstitutions are full
brilllant intellects cut short in the pre-
cocity of their youth.

«The genius of Sir Walter Scott ended
in a state of imbecility. He first be-
{ came consclous of his condition by a
'! partial loss of memory and want of re-
{ cognition of even his own sonnets.

| “Shakespeare died in the meridian of
| his splendor of a foolish excess, for It
| 1 in the records of the Medical Society
i of London that ‘Shakespeare, Drayton
{ and Ben Johnson had a merry meeting,
| and, 1t seems, drank -too hard, for
| 8hakespeare died of a feavor there con-
| tracted” That is from the diary of Mr.
i Ward, who was an jutimate eriend ot
! Shakespeare. :
| iihe insanity of gemius is a psycad-
| logical problem, and comes before us
| with the most awful contrasts respect-
| ing life and death. “Illusion is a pro-
{ nounced characteristic of genius, and
ithls is not to be wondered at when
| we consider that the workings of the
Nmagﬁinati\'e mind are. one protracted
! course of ideal creation.
! “Porquato Tasso suffered from ‘mania
{ periodique,” and was a victim of the
literary envy of the .sovereign. He
suffered from auricular delusions, and
phantasmagoria. He would converse
eloguently with his imaginary familiar
spirit, who, according to his statement,
paid him various visits. It is a very
dangerous thing to indulge to any ex-
tent in phantasy, as the impression
becomes permanent, and what was
{maginative might become real. Ab-
normal circulation of the braln is the
supposed cause of these states of phan-
tasmagoria which we read of as oc-
curring in so many poetical geniuses.
«Rousseau; the great French poet,
i guffered from immoral insanity. Wil-
lHam Cowper was confined in an asylum
for eighteen months, suffering from
| religious melancholia. Thomas Chatter-
| ton suffered from monomania, hich
! culmineted in suiclde. Frederick Schil-
! ler, the great Shakespeare of Germanv,
| became a dipsomaniac. Jonathan Swift
| suffered from organic disease of the
| brain. Samuel Taylor Coleridge was a
typical example of monomania, asso-
clated with an uncontrollable craving
for oplum, Robert Southey suffered
from melancholy, and threatened par-
alysis, and would frequently tap his
fcrehead, exclaiming: ‘Memory, mem-
ory, where are thou gone?
“Charles Lamb suffered from ‘Folle
circulaire,” but he came from an insane
family. His sister plunged a carving
knife into the besom of his mother,
and wae the cause of his becoming
mentally unhinged. Shelley, a contem-
perary of Byron, was a confirmed
opium eater. His mind was completely
absorbed in his studies, and one day
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unconsciously threw himself on the
pavement, where he was discovered at
arn early hour next morning.

“If we turn to American poets we
find that Percival, of Connecticut, suf-
fered from melancholia, following tha
eccentricity of genius, while Hoffman,
a great American poet, suffered from
‘mania errabunda.’

“Jt i3 not the geniuses of poetry, art,
science, and literature who alone fall
the vietims of mental disorder. Those
minds which are continually engaged
on the collisions and jealousies of the
political arena, are often found to fall
in the struggle. Pit, Fox, and Can-
ning died in the meridian of their
fame, their lives cut short by the con-
tinuous strain of overwhelming mental
conditions.

“Lord Randolph Churchill, is the lat-
est example of a genius cut short In
his prime, of whom great things were
expected, and whose career I closely
watched with a curious psychological
interest, his condition being perfectly
apparent to me for some time previous
to his death. This is a typical illus-
tration of the decadence of a master
mind prostrated by disease, which had
its origin in abnormal and undue poli-

! tical excitement.

“If we giance at the comparative
statistics of mortality in genius, we
are enabled ito form some idea of
the final effect of different studies and
pursuits. At the apex and lower end
of the scale we have the natural phil«
The aggregat€
duration of the lives of the former may
l“f stated to be 75, andwof the lattet
Dl
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