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he added: "I seem to know your face, he was gomg go Kokanee With Angus 
Have I seen you before5” MacFherson, and he was sure that that

“Maybe. I've been around at Placer was enough to put Movie Bill off the 
and Eagle Bend for a spell ” ** scent—that villainous-faced Movie Bill,

Being interrogated, however, seemed ™ho had been on the veranda when he 
less to his mind than interrogating. He «turned. ^ asked, (obviously 
stood erect again, looking along the car Wufterl). Are you looking for some- 
each way, sighed and returned to his thing r

Piccolo had decided that Movie Bill 
would very likely come to the opinion 
that these little stones were merely spec­
imens of Kokanee ore that he had had 
from some one. He was all content 
that, going out by this route, any dam­
age done to the secrecy of their true 
quest was amended. He had no faintest 
notion that he should be reckoning with 
more than Movie Bill, that it was Mark 
Bantling who had culled the 
splinters of 
the Benwell

in whistles, make Columbia River landings, 
carry tourists spell-bound under the 
peaks over Flathead Lake, break the 
reflections of Kootenay Lake like big 
swans by day, flare up their two search­
light eyes to dusk arrivals, illumining a 
ietty, a circle of hdtises, roofs, and 
"patch of firs. For Angus the romance 
of reality was aboard these boats. When 
he mounted the companionway and read 
the notice: “Lumbermen wearing spiked 
shoes not allowed on this deck! an old 
thrill was revived in his heart. He felt 
like one going home, although going fur­
ther from home.
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Hiseat.
*<1 believe," thought Angus, “I have 

merely crushed a young gentleman who 
is tired of his own society. I don’t think 
he is an undesirable in any other sense 
than that we should have little in 
mon, although he is a kind of loose- 
jowled, easy-led looking young rascal. 
It's none of his business anyhow where 
I’m going!’’

|iTo be continued.Continued from last issue handle his horse because of a rage in
Movie Bill just looked at him with a him at something else. Maybe Pic­
ote smile. colo's manner to him had exasperated

“••You don’t really believe, as you said, him more than it might have done had 
that he dropped it to have some of us he not, about that time, been somewhat 

string?’’ Bantling the quarrelsome ragged over the course of his life. But
Baldy did not suffer because Bantling 

I don’t really, ’’ said Movie had infuriated him, above all, by that 
Rill with the frankest of expressions last side-long passing stare.
„n his lined face. "I was just consider- "The.biggest fun of all,” said he, 
£l a from all poeeible standpoints when "would be the lone hand, Baldy—the 
V^aid that.” lone hand. It’s like me. Solitaire! Pa-

You’re not going to do anything about tience! That's about it for 
it voureelf, are you?” asked Baiitling.. Yes. sir, Movie BUI will show 

"Me? DO anything? I was never He swung to the saddle 
much struck on ore prospecting. Horses slowly up the bank, then on, towardxs'aff’Jh i-m gepa sttisf p
Sg" He smiled pleasantly, to Greer automatic he considered how near he 
h seemed dangerously. "Thank you had been to trouble, 
for inviting m? to c6me in with you. "Baldy,” said he. "nothing happen- 
Nothing doing.” ed In the sense of the ameU of powder,

•'tin—. —- mi™ in *>?•’ iw- but it was surely tense at moments.
Here’s your master out pondering on 
the wisdom of never getting tangled up 
with anything at aU. And be rides back 
surely determined to get tangled all 
right. He’s in on this. It looks to me 
as if a good heavy Colt or Webley would 
be more to the purpose than this little 
automatic. It’s working up that .way." 

And theft he added:
"Well, dang it, this will help me to 

forget fooling my life away. -Baldy, 
Baldy! We’re going prospecting. Say, 
ain’t I the boob? Ain't I the boob like 
the down-turned lover in the old story 
books who joins the army and goes kill­
ing Pathans and Afghans in the Indian 
northwest? No siree, ” he told his horse, 
"that last look was a challenge. I’m 
going to find out about these specimens, 
and I’m going to go look for the mother- 
lode, and we’U call the prospect the 
Lone Hand. ’’ --

But that was not the name that Des­
tiny had in store.
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rmAn hour passed, and the thirsty one 
rose, strolled back again and, possibility 
to atone, thought Angus, for having ask­
ed another's business, announced his

U15rock before the v 
House.

As for Angus, he kept alert enough 
for two while continuing to seem, to 
any casual scrutiny, just a stolid and 
travel-bored elderly gentleman in ser­
viceable non-showy clothes. And in­
deed and in truth Angus had to admit 
that he had reached an age when train 
oumeys made him cranky. It was with 
oy he went aboard the big white-painted 

stem-wheeler that lay beside the track 
at Bennington Landing, one of that 
breed of vessels (if one can speak of 
breed of vessels) that he had seen in 
many parts. Spick and span relatives of
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boss. 'Mown.
"I’m going to take in the Fair and 

then I think I’ll go up to this here new 
Excitement at Kokanee. What’s your 
opinion of Kokanee, sir?"

’T’ve heard some fine reports of it,” 
replied Angus. “Some may strike it 
rich and others come out poorer than 
they went in."

'The youth mused on that.
“Things are kind of worked out 

round Placer and Colvalli,’’ he said,
“I thought of trying Kokanee. Would 
you advise one to go?"

“A man that understands mineral— 
yes; but there’s no washing for gold 
there anywhere, I believe,” said Angus. 
‘.‘These creeks up there have all been 
tried by placer-men long ago.”

"You going yourself, sire’
Angus looked at him thoughtfully.
"I am,” he said. "I’m getting auld 

for such things, but I want to have a 
visit, anyhow, to an Excitement just 
once more—’.’

."You will prospect?” asked the man.
"I was going to continue to say— 

whether I ao any prospecting or not,” 
Angus went on. ” I’m, just visiting the 
Excitement at Kokanee much as you 
are presumably going to the Spokane 
Fair, for relaxation It's a kind of a 
holiday for. me. I may gô up into the 
mountains, or my partner here may do 
so, or we both may do so. Anyway, we 
are going to Kokanee where we will 
stop a spell, look, and listen. ”

He tucked his head down again, con­
tent that if he was inhuman to have 
snubbed the young man earlier in the | ai 
evening he had amply atoned. The en­
quirer went back to his own place, rub­
bed the glass With his sleeve and shading 
■his eyes from tile light within looked out 
at the night.

Angus considered that if anyone was 
interested in him in a sinister way that 
person-would not speak to him at all. 
Those he should look at and memorize 
were the people who were most invis­
ible, or as if trying to obliterate them­
selves, with hats over faces. With dawn 
breaking in the coach, under the in­
fluence of the wan spreading light, he 
thought he was doubtless over-prepared 
for being watched by whoever it was 
who had taken the map from the T. T.

That Movie Bill 
train he was certain.

“Next stop Spokane!” the conductor 
chanted, meandering past them.

Piccolo wakened up, said: “Oh, my, 
I’m stiff!" and .rising^ urgently rum-
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reek’s Prole
H«sted Bantling.

“My great game—I’ve iust been 
thinking it over all this day, oddly 
enough—say great game," said Movie 
Bill, "is solitaire”.

His lips dosed together rigidly. He 
looked, then more Bke Geronimo than 
anyone Greer could think of. There 
was a glint in his eyes too, almost as if 
the pupils were of obsidian.

Greer rose, eager to end the matter 
that he thought should never have been 

Bantling followed doubt- 
spoiled all.
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■ "Well," he said, "we’ve invited you 
H to come in with us, seeing you saw, and
■ seeing that maybe you know more than
■ we do! And now we just advise you to
■ keep out. ”

I Movie Bill said nothing—nothing at
■ all. His silence was so pronounced that
■ Bantling waited to see if he had any-
■ thing to say. No, nothing! He just tat
■ looking at the two men, grim, and other-
■ wise expressionless. All Bantling could

back.
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: ICHAPTER VIII
do was to turn away with his head still 
toward Movie Bill, his jaw shot out, his 
eyes under lids a trifle dropped, meet­
ing Bill’s steady gaze in a side-wise 
fashion of unspoken threat that made 
Bill 's eyes harder still.

While Movie was considering them 
they mounted and rode on. He opened 
his mouth to speak, then closed it. He 
had too much to say. They had gone a 
long way, far enough for the dust to 
be all settled on the road, before he 
found the words; and then they were

H. E. GATESShadowed

Thus Angus MacFherson had no op­
portunity, either covertly or directly, to 
interrogate Movie Bill. Haste was the 
essence of theis journey now. He did 
not see Movie Bill when they set out on 
the stage to Eagle, Bend from Colvalli, 
for no Movie Bill was among those that 
clustered, as the way is, to watch its 
departure. , .

By the evening Piccolo and old man 
MacFherson sat m tlie trai l that roared 
through the rock cuts and rumbled over 
the trestles, on the run to Spo 
The Pintsch light glimmered in the 
Piccolo, sagged in a heap, snored a 
faint snore nice a Hawaiian guitar heard 
from a distance.. The journey was too 
short for a sleeping berth and too long 
for comfort in the Pullman. What 
weary attitudes! Angus MacPhcrson 
sat bunched up, and the shadow of his 
hat brim and of his bushy brows made 
it hard to tell if he slept or not.. True 
hi* head was pressed upon his chest, but 
he looked, to the gaze of the perambul­
ating conductor in the aisle, more like 
one patient than asleep.

He was'' more than patient; he was 
wide awake; the brain part of him was 
all alive. His body rested, but his mind 
toyed with possibilities. He 
onzing all the faces in 
had mental note of all who hgd boarded 
the train at Eagle Bend, whether in 
that coach or another.

One face that he had seen before came 
glimmering down the aisle. Drought 
seemed to weary that restless all-night 
stroller in the coach. He had lurched, 
bored and touselled-looking, thrice in an 
hour to the tank at the car end for a 
drink. He strolled along looking down 
at the sleeping faces, and twisted atti­
tudes. He paused beside Angus, and 
nodded. Angus merely looked up under 
shaggy brows without moving. .

"Going to the Fair at Spokane?” the 
man enquired.

"How s that?” asked Angus, for time 
to think. %

"Going to the Spring Fair at Spo­
kane?" repeated the man whom Angus, 
knew but by sight.

"Fine!" said Angus 
« good time."
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I And this all explains how it was that
■ Angus MacFherson did not see Movie
■ Bill before departing with Piccolo. Movie
■ Bill was away from Colvalli, meditating 

and. in the midst of his meditation, 
when he sought peace, receiving such a 
«lining up that he knew he was going

1 to take some hand in the game. Mark 
Bantling and Greer had more recent 
news of Piccolo than he. They had 
heard Piccolo—on the previous night, 
when he paused at the Benwell .House 
on the way home after his visivto Angus 

ell that he was off to Spokane, en 
route to Kokanee with old man Mac- 
l’i erson. They had ridden to Placer to 
see a friend there, and send him on the 
train to keep them company. Had they 
only realized it they knew more than 
Bill did. But a man of this type is of 
the order of "dark horse”. Even his 
direct and truthful answers to some of 
Bantling’s questions gave the latter the 
impression that he was not truthful but 
cunning.
R "Deep man that," he said to Greer 
about a mile along the road.

Movie whistled to Baldy who came 
to him. He clapped the horse’s neck 
gently. Whatever he was, for good or 
ill. he was not the kind of man to rough-
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HIGHWAY NOTICE or .IF;N
OilclothsClosing of Roads> 1

The attention of the public it respect­
fully called to an Act to amend Chapter 
77 of the Revised Statutes ». 1923 of 
"The Load of Vehicles Act", passed the 
9th day Of April, 1924, A.D.

Be it enacted by the Gôvemor, Coun­
cil and Assembly, as follows; \

1.—Section 7- of Chapter 77 of the/ 
Revised Statutes, 1923, the "Load off 
Vehicles Act ”, is repealed and the follow- . 
ing substituted therefor:

7.—(1) No person shall operate a 
motor vehicle that is subject to the pro­
visions of the Motor Vehicle Act on any 
highway in any municipality after the 
first day of March and before the first 
day of June following without the per­
mission of the Superintendent of High: 
way* or of such other officer a* may be 
appointed by the Provincial Highways 
Board for that purpose first had and ob­
tained.
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