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\thream ‘proceedings his wife had
mentioned in. m lery, but he
made o', llusion to it, and
| Mr. Laséelles felt it would have:been
_|an intrysion on his part to have
done so. They went into the draw-
ing-room, and when Mrs. Fitzgerald |
retired they went into the billiard
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4 the
ards could “account
. Lascellés sat be-
I te he found himself
grow‘xi; m\; excited. = Some-
i happen. A convic-
hold of him, and
kept him oh the alert. He rose pre-

{sage was in ubso)utc‘darkness and
he stood there listening, but not a-

‘| ask my question in

_{sently and opened his door. The pas- |

t
this concerns y

there an octagon I P re
_“Qctagon room ¥ , you mean in
the north wing. ~You naticed. it from |1
the outside, no doubt.: No, we didn’t
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interview swith him. What did you
méan when you said that your seeing
the octagon room concerned him and
not you ?"
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this feeling of vague expecm.mun hut |
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door of ‘the Hibriity on his way to the 1

down fo lt'l minutest details, for he
saw Mr. Pitzgerald standing by the |
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uncommonly like it, T dread to think
what wiil become of the family. But
here is the stone staircase-leading up
o the octagon toom. The Wear, I
pelieve, - is never locked. Will you go
lup by yourself, and—"'

“No, no, sir,” interrupted Mr.
Lascelles, who could by this time
hardly contain himself, ‘‘at any cost
you must come too. It was your face
{1 saw. It was you who did it be-
fore. Oh, I'll explain it all ‘to you
| directly. But you must come up and
’you go first.”

i{ Mr. Cameron did not altogether
| relish.this. He would have preferred
‘to have this incoherent young man

busily dreaming, till he woke with a |;, tront of him, but, as there was no

| time to lose, he decided upon humor-
two steps at a time, with a quickly

As he breathlessly
Mr.
was at” his shoulder, ‘and
{his first words were not reassuring :

i “1 knew it, I kmew it,”’ he gasped
in a choked: voice.

Mr. Cameron glanced at him sus-
piciously. They were on the thresh-
old of an octagon room with a point-
|ed roof, forming one of the turrets
visible from outside. The door by

| side; against the other seven hung
‘lull length family portraits in var-
| ious: stages of dilapidation, evidently
stowed away here, as being beyond
the reach of the restorer’s skill. The
one opposité was in no way remark-
able. The paint had peeled off in
large patches, and what was left
icty tut’ M. Lascelles
his  eyes were.
rwe%ed uwn it, u ‘he repeated two
or three times in .a dazed, mechanic-
al way, “‘The lett hand bettom cor-
ner.’”” He forned abruptly to Mr.
Cameron, “who as abruptly  stepped
bagk ;eut of his reach, and cried :
“Yes, T am supe of it. The leit
hand bottom cormer, Mr, Cameron. 1
see you distrust me.  But indeed I
am as much astes id at what 1 see
as you are at me. 1 'will make it all
cleat to you in a moment. Go to

that pieture opposite, and pull out
the left hand bottom corner. Oh ! do
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go ; you will soon understand my im-
patience.”’

Mr. Camerod hulhted but he
went to  the - picture, though he
watched Mr. Lascelles narrowly at
the time. The picture was a heavy
one,*.nditnu‘dulﬂorttodoa&
he was bidden.

t‘Well,": he said. ‘‘What next ¥
YPut your hand against the wall

there ?"'
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with tattered and decaying tape.
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