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Meeting of the Legisla;ure,

THURSDAY, April 18, 1867.—Af 3 o’clock His Excel-
Isnuy the Lieutepant Gowernor weas pleased o com-
mand the stiendance of ihe Members of the House of
Assembly at the Bar of the Council Chamber. Ac-
-gordingly - the Members appeared before His Excel-
Jeney, and affer the usual formalities relurned io
choose their Bpeaker, when,

On motion of the Hon. Joseph Kensley, Attoxney
Grenersl, seconded by the Houn. Benjamin Davies, the
Hon. Joseph Wightman was appointed Speaker.

His honor the Speaker having suitably acknowledged |~
ihe bhigh honor conferved on him, the Spesker elect,
with the House, then weni, up to the Council Chamber,
when His Excellency was pleased to opem the Firsi
Hession of the Twenty-third General Assembly of this
Island, with the following

SPEECH :
My, President and Honowrable Gentlemen of the Legislative
Counsil : ‘
Mr. Yweak.r and Gentlemen of the House of dssembly :

The time st which it was desmed advisable to dissolve lhe
last Assombly, and the Hfinisterial arrangements which were the
regult of the Geperal Elections, have prevented me from sum-
moning you ab an earlier peried for the discharge of your Legis-
lntive duties. Although the latences of yeur meesting wust be
attended with imeonvenience to yon, I zely with confidence upon
your devoting sufficient time to mature such moasorss zs the
exigeucies of the Colony aud its public service may require.

During the recess, the purchase of extensive Eatates hes been
affeoted—the partienlars of which will be laid bafors you.

I do not fail to shserve tho general desive evinced by the
tenantry to obiain the fee simple of their land by the parchase
of their farms. My offorta are, thevefore, directed towards ex-
sending theastion of the Land Purchase Bill to such parts of this
Teland aé have uob yet participated in its henefits, aud I shall
endenvour, under its provisions, to buy ont the intarest of the
" remasining proprietors in the comparnhveiy sranll portion of the
1znd whish is now held under lesschold tenuve, The masns of
providing funds for this purpese will require your serious con-
mdemﬁxon ‘ :

Tha 1mportanﬁ guestion of Fdueation will sgein ba submitied
fae your_ oousideration, with the view of impreving the position

of the school teachers, and othorwise rendevicg tho Taws new
in force on this subject more officient and more watensively
asefel.

M. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Avsembly :

Tho publis acconnts for the past year will be laid before you.
The revonue has increased, but the expenditure has been largely
in excess of ordinary years, on acecunt of the purchaso of the
Eetates to which I have allnded, sud the amount vequired for
military purposes. ‘

The Estimates for the current year will be submt’wd i you.
They have beon framed with dus regard to sconomy.

President and Honouvable Gendlemen of ihe Legislalive
Counedl =

Mf

M. Speaker and Gentlemen of ths E”wse af . »ime.abiy

The advantages o be derived from the developement of local
industry and from improvements in agriculture ars well worthy
of your attention, and I shall be glad to co-eperste with you in
such measures as you may devise for the advancement of thess
interests.

The sericus loss incarrad by the total unfitness of the high-
ways to sapporh the yearly incressing traffic, renders it sbsolutely
necessary that the whole guestion should undergo o thorough
investigation, with a view to the adoption of & better systers.
Your experieuce will roadily suggest the most appropriste means
of collacting inforrantion on this importunt subject ug & prelimi-
nary step to future legislation.

In full reliance on your zeal for the welfare of the Colony, ¥
now leave you to the discharge of your Legisiative duties.

Hon. Members of the Assembly baving veturned
to their seats, His Ixcellency’s Speech was again
read frem the Chau, after which the House proceeded
to business.

The Hen. Attorney General preposed that John .
MeNeill, Esq., be re-appoinied Clerk. The Hon. Mr.
Haviland stated that be bad great pleasure in support-
ing the nomination of Mr. MceNeill, who, he said, had
discharged the impertant duties of that office with
remarkable eficiency in previous Parlinments; and he
(Floun. Mr. H.) congratulated the House on the cir-
cumstance that that gentleman’s ability and experience
syere now again fortunately available for the service
of the preseni Assembly, whieh had a larger tham
ordinary proportion of new Members.
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