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DEBATE ON C.N.R. DEAL

For the first time since the policy of pour
ing the public money into the treasury of
the {CNR. %

Nnow CIving ri ;1i Qi !":1.11\ attention to \1,.‘ \)\

s iviile

as inaucurated. Parliament s

tem of financing emploved by Mackenzie
and Mann. For the past ten years these
gentlemen have gone to the provineial and
Federal Governments alike, vear by vear,

:1];11 '[A"( away n if“ull\ of the !""'i'!‘ 's
money, without ever saying ‘‘thank you.”
or even being asked for what purpose they
intended to spend it. This reckless system
of squandering the public money  would
undoubtedly have continued had not public
opinion demanded a change And now
when the C.N.R. is practically bankrupt. and
the country on the verge of a financial erash,
the politicians have finally awakened to the
fact that a part of their duty is to protect
the interests of the people, and that there is
a limit to which they can go in pand ring to
the [lllHlu‘!‘;H\ The C.N.R. deal is one
which affects the |>m-l-ll'1|nml\' of  every
farmer in the Prairie Provinees and should
he studied (‘:1I'l‘1'll]|.\' hecause it will not be
settled at the present time nor for several
vears to come. New light  that—is—being
:'umimmll_\' et into the Mackenzie and Mann
financial methods indicate that, next to the
]nl'ulw‘ﬁhw tariff. - the construction of the
C.N.R. has been the most demoralizing and
corrupting influence in Canadian political
life sinee confederation. The prospects are
that this corruption will still continue for
some vears to blacken the future paces of
Canadian history. It.is quite true that in
the end Canada will have a third_ transcon-
tinental railway. But at what a cost, not only
in public money and public eredit, but also
to public honor and public morals! The Bor
den Government has made the first real at
tempt to deal in a businesslike manner with
Mackenzie and Mann, and vet the informa-
tion thev have compelled these two raillway
prr-xwm‘r'\ to' vive has confused the publie
mind and aroused such widespread ineredu
lity that a ereat deal more light is needed
before the statements provided hy Muacken
zie and Mann will he believed.

’I’] { ]‘"il‘\ll"‘ |V" ]}"' Iii\" \\"l']\ 'S 41"}"”" l“
Parliasment was the revolt of Ro B Bennett
M.P. for Calgary, and W. F. Nickle, M.D.
for Kingston, and their fearless analysis of
the C.N.I2. financial situation, coupled with
their seathing denunciations of + Mackenzie
and Mann These two men are lifelong
members of the Conservative party and are
still remaining in the party, but they elaim
the right to eriticize the C.N.R. deal pro
which they be

" y

;‘4.\.-4! ll‘\ the Government
lieve to be not in the best interests of the

people of Canada. There are quite a number
oI other me mbers of the Conservative [»:1!7_'.

o eiving Mackenzie and

WO anre .,;.;m\-u[ t

Mann another £45.000,000, but they have all

L-wr\'\?l[':v--'f into line by methods familiar
to political parti and, tho they have a
great deal of s npathy with Bennett and
Niekls they have ."A’v' the courage to follow
they ‘!'nl\v two men have performed a dis
tinet and signal serviee to the people of
{ ! t ¢ OHTrS 1! ! ¢ ta 18] 8
111 I o it S 1l 28} O ned tl 1ear

r Consct rs follo 1o
hem that 1or he Govern nt to extract
t nfor 1) ired  fro Jackenzie
nd Mann as to their financing methods. Mt
Bennett e / oth parties ry sharply
£ WEDEAEY | they | ;
4 I | ! e \M “nzi "'l
Mann I t botl rties re
{ I I onld a
I ( | 17z nd Mann and
the other party would readily support the

proposition in order that both of them might
cet a good subsceription to the party cam
paten fund.  This statement, which has not
been challenged, was made in Parliament
[t is in reality a charge that the Members
of Parliament have betrayved the people who
elected them and sold themselves to Mae
kenzie and Mann in return for contributions
to their campaign funds, which they hoped
would enable them to go out to the country
and fool the ]'1'11]']" A, Mr. Bennett has
hed 1 ill ['H]i1il'.|] [ite for nmany yveuars and has
also been intimately  connected  with  the
largest corporation in Canada, so he should
know whereof he speaks.  Ias corruption
become so widespread in Canada that weal
thy men can buy up our members of Par
lament in this.wholesale manner?  This s
a matter which should be sifted to the hot
tom in the interests of the people, but if
bhoth parties ar involved, as Mr. Bennett
declares, it is very hikely that they will unite
Lo Suppress any attempt te expose their bar
cainings with the C.N.R. promoters.

The examination to which the C.N.R. deal
was  subjected by Mro Bennett and  Mr
Nickle establishes pretty clearly that the
F40.000.000 of connmon stock which the Goy
crnment will take is of no value and affords
consequently no security. 1t is also pretty
clearly  established that the whole CONR,
system 1s now mortgaged to its full value
and the additional mortgage which the Goy
crument will take will be practically worth
less.  The Government has assued a state
ment declaring that a thorough mvestigation
of the CN.R. svstem shows that Mackenzie
and Mann have never made anyvthing out of
the CONCRLD personally, either thra their con
struction company or thru anyv of ther
subsidiary companies.  This statement will
not he heheved and no one could reasonably
bhe expected 1o believe 1t until it 1s accom
[»;Hliw-l by @ 1'lnlll;v|"14' ~"~.|n|.’|l|:11l«vl| of the
huge personal fortunes which Mackenzie and
Mann have accumulated.  Mr. DBennett has
demanded a Roval Commission to invest
gate the whole CN R, system and undouht
cdly sueh g commission would render splen
did serviee, but at the same time it would
probably uncover facts decidedly unfavor
able 1o both political parties and will prob
ahly not be granted.  Mr. Bennett also d
monstrated pretty conelusively that the capi
tal stoclk of the C.N.R. was water, as well as
the stoek of the twenty subsidiary com
panies.  He also maintained that the Govern
ment’s plan to amalgamate these companies
into one was unworkable, because of the
bonds outstanding against each  company
It is impossible for any ordinary individual
to understand the network of companies
which Mackenzie and Mann have bhuailt up
and it 1s doubtful if there are a half dozen
members of the House of Commons who have
the slightest idea of this great national
tangle It seems elear, however, that Mac

penzit and Mann have preri

financial jJugglery ever seen an

ormed the great
est feat of
this countny or any other, and the result has
been to make themselves '.'.'111‘!_‘. and the

C.NR iy?\hr.!H,"" The last few months have

seen swarms of lobbyists 1in Ottawa working

ith the members on hoth sides of the House
in an endeavor to have the C.N.R. deal put
thi These lobhyists have ineluded Mae
kenzie and Mann and their associites in the
O.N R ogether witl Oonte 101 and 01
poration magnates who are creditors of the
CNR. The rights and the interests of the
common people have might ttle chanee 1n
the face of such pressure, and such methods
do not tend to purity our ,‘r‘/.‘."u.‘xf 111¢ No
doubt the present scheme to provide another

£45,000,000 will prevdil and will keep Mac

=

Kenzie and Mann quiet until another election
is held. Two or three vears henee there will
he another  swarm of  lobbyists  around
Ottawa and another demand for moge money
for the C.N.R There will be little likeli-
hood for any democratic levislation for the
henefit of the people so lone as hoth politieal
parties are controlled by o handful of Cana-
da’s wealthy men.

THE FARMER AND MILITARISM

We would call the special attention of our
readers to an article on page seven of this
i\\lh" i \\ll'{r]l 18 l'l']rl'mllln‘-'tl H N[n'l't‘h on
CEFarmers and Militarism, " delivered by
’rofessor Mack Eastman, of Calgary Univer
sity, before the annual convention of Rural
Municipalities and Local Improvement Asso
ciations of Alberta. Professor Eastman has
made 4 wide study of the question of militar-
istu, not only thru general and contemporary
history hut also thra residence in some of
the militarist countries of Burope.  He finds
that tho the nations of Europe are impover
ishing themselves by the enormous burdens
of their armies and navies, the great mass of
the people have absolutely no desire for war
They feel no il will against their fellow
workers i the adjoming countries and no
desire to fight with them. The chief causes
of b armaments are the periodic war scares
deliberately engineered by armament firms
whose profits depend - on making ecach nation
helieve that some other nation is planning
an attack upon it.

Professor Eastman pointed with alarm to
Canada’s growing expenditures on military
and naval armments, and predieted that of
the present tendeney was not checked the
country would before long be saddled with
the expense of maintaining a standing army
which would only bhe an arritation to our
neighbors.  Professor Eastman s strongly
against” the establishment  of a Canadian
navy, and regards the proposed  gift  of
00000000 16 the British Adwnralty only as
i desser evill He maintains that such a gift
would not be any help to Great Britain, and
for this and all other statements which he
makes he gives very good  reasons The
article throws new light on several Hspects
of the question and will repay careful per
nsal

WEST DEMANDS JUSTICE
The annual mecting of the Winnipeg
Bouard of Trade, held on May 12, took firm
and decided action upon the judgment of
the Raldlway Commission. The following is
the resolution unanimously adopted by the
Poard
““Whereas, the Winnipeg Board of Trade pe
titioned the Government of Cunada, under date

of 0 14, 1011, to, by legiaation, Ity down
the principle that rates chargzed by railways
n Western Canada should wot exceed those
riged o Fastern Canada for similar rervice,
pre er extent than necessary to cover
Iditiona st of performing the service, if

in Western Canada; and

Whereas, the Government of Canada caused
i oanvestigation to bhe made by the Board of
Railway Commissioners into the rates charged
by railwavs for carringe of freight in Western
anada; and
Wherean, the Board of Railway Commis

ners has held repeated hearings, taken volu

minous evidence from the many interests in
volved, and, after consideration t?u-rm;f, has
piven its decision; and

Whereas, by its judgment, dated Ap“] 6,
1014, the Board of Raillway Commissioners has
coelined to grant Western Canada that equality
of treatment with Eastern Canada in the matter
of freipht rates which has been advoeated by
the Winnipeg Board of Trude for many years
past, but has simply ordered reductions in eer-
tain rates; and

““Whereas, the Board of Railway Commis




