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RECIPROCITY THE ISSUE

Farmers' Weekly Sun

Reciproeity, neat and clean, will be the

issue before the public between the parties,

whatever may be the dssues  behind  the
seenes. Not in a generation has an election
bheon fought in Canada on a farmer’s issue,
or on any issue as clear and distinet as this.
By the farmers’ vote- the issue will he de
“i(ll'l,.

WHAT RECIPROCITY MEANS

\H\' the statements of Sir Wilfrid Laurier
and R. L. Borden, which are published on
page 8 of this issue, both leaders agree that
reciprocity is the issue of the present cam
paign.  This agreement on the part ol the
leaders makes the present election more near-
ly a Referendum than any general clection
held in Canada sinee Confederation. 1 con
ditions were vight the present eleetion would
be a real Referendum and there would be no
question of party involved.  But education is
advancing, and we ean look ahead to the
time when the people of Canada will be
enabled to vote upon issues alone Hllll. not
upon men and parties.  But \\‘illu the issue
hefore us, let us examine it. | ‘unlu-!' recipro
city the farmer stands to gain from two
hnlln‘m's. He will get a better price for what
he sells, and will be able to purchase a Lirge
number of articles at a reduction.

The Western farmer will gain very sub-
stantially by having the American market
in which to sell his wheat, barley, oats ulyl
flax, as well as cattle, With such a grain
crop as the present one to dispose of the
free entry to the American market will mean
millions of dollars to the Western farmers
Ivery farmer who has grain to sell, under
free trade with the United States, will be
able to feel the benefit of reciprocity in his
own pocket. :

The Western farmer will  also  benefit
greatly by being able to  hring - various
stock and draft horses into Canada free of
duty. Under reciprocity the tariff tax will

be reduced on: ’
Wagons, from 25 per cent. to 2214 per cent
Plows, from 20 per cent. to 15 per cent
Tooth and disk harrows, from 20 per cent
to 15 per cent,
Binders, from 17% per cent. to 15 per cent
Drills and planters, from 20 per cent. to 15
per cent
Mowers, from 171, per cent. to 1o per cent
Horse rakes, from 20 per cent. to 15 per cent
Cultivators, from 20 per cent. to 15 per cent
Threshing machines, from 20 per cent. to 15
per cent
Wind stackers, baggers, ete, from 20 per
ent. to 15 per cent

Hay loaders, from 25 per cent. to 20 per
cent
Potato diggers, from 25 per ent 1o

per cent

g Fodder or feed cutters, from 25 per cent. to
— 20 per cent

Grain crushers, from

cent

Fanning mills, from 25 per cent. to 20 per

cent
Hay tedders, from 25 per cent. to 20 per

cent
Field rollers, from 25 per cent. to 20 per

cent
The reduction in duty upon all these items
will mean a great saving in the farmer’s an
nual llH]!l"lnvlll bill. Of course every atem
should he on the free list, but even the pres
ent reduction will help a great deal.  The
reciprocity agreement. will mean o substan
tial gain to the Western farmer all along

the line

(”IIN'“!'“'N (ll.'l‘i'n'illl'qwll_\' are endeavoring
to delude the public with the idea that the
people of Great Britain are anxious to adopt
Chamberlain’s scheme of preferential trade
within the Empire. . The Canadian Century,
of Montreal, the |||u|||h['|m-|- ol .\'||«'1~l:l| 1’11y
ilege, inits assue of July 29, under the cap-
tion, “*Can We Get o Preference,”” publishes
the following article

The question naturally arises, can Canada
really get o preference in the British market
i the  Canadian people  reject  reciprocity !
President Taft has no doubt about it What
are his reasons for thinking sof e knows
that & most remarkable revolution in the
sentiment on the tartl question has taken
place in the United Kingdom within a fow
years. e Kknows that twelve years ago_hoth
the British political parties were wedded to
free trade. e knows that six years ago half
the Uniownist party had  bhecome  protection
ists, but the other half remained staunch free
traders. e knows that now the Unionists
are practically unanimous in favor of pro
tection and dmperial preference. He know:
that even the Liberal government of the Unit
el Kingdonr, inomaking o tarifll agreenrent
with Japan, provided for the possibility of
the adoption of protection and imperial prefer
cnce by the United Kingdom.  He knows that
the Unionists were winning by-elections almosy
everywhere until-Lloyd George diverted atten
tion from the tarift question by the popular
bucget and the conthet with the House of
Lords He Enows that sentiment in favor of
protection and- preference is growing every
day among the British working classes, and
that the great magority of British farmers
arean favor of it. e has no doubt that when
the veto question s settled and shelved, either
temporarily or permanently, the tarifl will he
come the one great political topie in England
He believes that if the Unionists could po to
the British electors saying, “The Canadian
people have  rejected reciprocity  with  the
United States expecting that we will give
them a preference, and we intend to give it to
them it you put us in oflice, the response
would be a sweeping majority “in favor of
imperial preferential trade,”’

As a matter of faet the people of Great
Britain have said very plainly at the last

uwo electiond that they are satisfied with
their system of free trade, and have no desire
to change it The shelving of the trade ques
tion by declaring for a Referendum upon it
saved the ““taritff reformers” from annihila
tion at the last election. A large percentage of
the Unionist party are frec traders, and f
they came into power they would not touch
the trade question without a Referendum
and that Referendum would result inoa de
mand for free trade 1o be continned. Again,
who wants a preference? The working peo
ple of Britain certainly do not want to pay
more for their bread, The farmers of Canada
have l'l']ll'.’l'l““'\ declared that 'IH“\' will nat
favor any scheme to get a few cents more per
bushel for their grain when that few cents s
by law taken out of the pockets of the toilers
of Dritain Whao, then, 1s 1t in Canada that
18 preaching Preferenc It is & protection
181 ;;I‘ull.‘ﬂ";:“t];L [HH"'I_} .'1“41 \HH[:I_\'. 1o slave
ol tarifT reduction
no more desire to allow free entry for Brit
ish goods than to allow free nnports from
any other country. By talking “‘Preferene
in Britain’’ they hope to prevent any lower
g of the tariff against the United States
They know at the same time Britain has
no intention of changing her present fiseal
policy which has given her the commereial

The protectionists have

supremacy of the world Then with fre
trade with the United States tabooed thes
siarme patriotic protectionists would protest
with cqual noise, against any lowering of the
tarifl against British goods on the pretext
that Britain was giving no return preference
Dav by dav 1t s hecomme mare and  more
apparent that Y Serateh a Preferentinlist and
vou find @ Protectionist

CANADA’S MOST BONUSED INDUSTRY

Under the abhove title the Toronto News,
the leadimg anti-reciprocity  organ of  the
Fast, recently published a long editorial arti
cle showing that $3,000,000 was expended by
the various governments of Canada to assist
the agricultural industry during the year
of 1909-10. The following are extracts from
this article in The News

CThe dmportance of the farming industry
to the people of Canada is abundantly demon
strated by the fact that there is not a pro
vinee an the Dominion which has not estab
lished o department  of  Government  to
promote  and  saféguard  the  interests  of
agriculture. From  Atlantie  to  Pacific u
verituble  army  of  experts iy engaged in
assisting  the  furmers  of  the country in
thieir — efforts  to pgrow  bigger and  hettor
crops, to raise hetter hive stock, and make
more  excellent butter and cheese Expert
mental furms, whend all manner of crops and
soils are bemng tested for the general henefit
of the agricultural community, dot the bhroad
expanse of the Dominion Agricultural caol
leges of anternational reputation, built and
maintained by government, are open to re
ceve the wons of the soily dntent on aequir
ing that koowledpe which will muke them
more expert farmers,  Societion and associn
tions supported  generously  with  provineinl
funds,. exist in every county for the purpose
of bringing the farmers together and encour
aging them to improve the quality of their
products.  Froblems of cold stornge, the de
struction of noxious weeds, the extension of
maurkets, the spraying of front, dreninnge and
a hundred and one other questions are hundled
by experts in the ciploy of the State und for
the direct adyantage of the farmers,  In hrief,
between the Dominion und the provineinl gov
cronments this industry s being bonused annu
ally to the extent of several millions of daol
lnrs and there secms no limit to the extent to
which the state will go to Carey out its mater
nul poliey. "’

CUSuwmmiing upoand taking the totals for the
Domimion and the provinees, it s found thut
the peaple of Canada expend npproximntely
the large sum of 3,000,000 per o unnum to
bonus the farming industry, and that this sum
1 being inereased  very considernbly  ench
vear. Thut the money s well spent, and that
s paid out ungrudgingly, goes  without
sy The anereased  productivity  of  the
farms, the growing efliciency of the farmer,
the amproved quality of furm produce, the
achievements of the agricultural colleges nnd
the experimental farms, all testify to the
vilue of the work undertuken by the various
governments of the country in the interests
of the furming community,”’

On the strength of these statements T'he
News declares that agricultiive is more heay
ily honused than any other industry in Can
ada, and that free trade o natural products
with the United States will render this ex
penditure useless.  The News declares that
no industry in Canada is receiving such “in
tensive and exténsive treatment”” from gov
crnmemtS as this same farming industry
Without questioning the figures contained in
The News, let us consider o little

I'he iron and stecl industry in Canada ¥k

heen honused to 1he extent of 15,000,000,
and another 15,000,000 hus been distributed
i steamship subsidies.  Land  grants have
heen given to the raillways to the value of
F200.000 000, while cash subsidies hiave heen
donated to these same l‘-llll‘..‘l‘\ s 1o the extent
of #199,000,000. In addition to this our rail
vays have been given bhond guarantecs to
the extent of #127,000,000.  These are all
direet gnfts, and they do not hy any menns
cover everything Liurgess has been given
vith a lavish hand to nearly every industry
except agriculture, and with absolutely no
return to show for it But far greater than
all the above caombined hag been the aid
iven to our manufacturers, not always direet
pifts, but by weans of a protective tariff
under shelter of which they have made extra
aordinary profits for the past generation In
193 Sir Richard Cartwright estimated that
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