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RECIPROCITY THE ISSUE
(Farmers' Weekly Sun)

Reciprocity, neat and clean, will he the 
issue before the public between the parties, 
whatever may he the issues behind the 
scenes. Not in a generation has an election
been fought in Canada on a farmer's issue,
or oil any issue as dear and distinct as 1 liis. 
Hy tlie farmers’ vote-the issue will he de
cided.

WHAT RECIPROCITY MEANS
. ^By the statements of Sir Wilfrid Laurier 
and R. L. Borde», which are published on 
page 8 of this issue, both leaders agree that 
reciprocity is the issue of the present cam
paign. This agreement on the part ot the 
leaders makes the present election more near
ly a Referendum than any general election 
held in Canada since Confederal ion. ll con
ditions’were right the present election would 
he a real Referendum and there would he no 
question of party involved. But education is 
advancing, and we can look ahead to the 
time when the people ol Canada will lie 
enabled to vote upon issues alone and not. 
upon men and parties. But with the issue 
before us, let us examine it. Vndcr recipro
city the farmer stands to gain from two 
sources, lie will get a better price for what 
he sells, and will he able to purchase a large 
number of articles at a reduction.

The Western farmer will gain very sub
stantially by having the American market 
in which to sell his wheat, barley, oats and 
llax, as well as cattle. With such a grain 
crop as the present one to dispose of the 
free entry to the American market will mean 
millions of dollars to the Western larmers. 
1*1 very farmer who has grain to sell, under 
free trade with the United States, will he 
able to feid" the benefit of reciprocity in his 
own pocket.

The Western farmer will also benefit 
greatly by being able to bring • various 
stock and draft horses into Canada free of 
duty. Under reciprocity the. tariff tax will 
be reduced on : /

Wagon», from 25 per rent, to 22 Vû per cent.
Flows, from 20 per cent, to 15 per cent.
Tooth nnd disk burrows, from 20 per emit, 

to 15 per «ont.
Binders, from 17*1' |',,r <*ent. to 15 per cent.
Drills and planters, from 20 per rent, to 15 

per cent.
Mowers, from I7f per rent, to I » per rent.
Horse rakes, from 20 per rent, to 15 per rent.
Cultivators, from 120 per rent, to 15 percent
Threshing machines, from 20 per rent, to 15 

per rent.
Wind stackers, baggers, etc., from 20 per 

rent, to 15 per rent.
Hay loaders, from 25 per rent, to 20 per 

rent.
Fotato diggers, from 25 per rent, to 20 

per cent.
\ Fodder or feed cutters, from 25 per rent, to 

20 per rent.
drain c-rushers, from 25 per rent, to 20 per 

rent.
Fanning mills, from 25 per cent, to 20 per 

rent.
Hay tedders, from 25 per rent, to 20 per 

rent.
Field rollers, from 25 per rent, to 20 per 

rent. r

Tin; reduction in duty upon all th<w items 
will mean a great Having in tin- farmer’s an 
nual implement hill. Of course every item 
should lie on the free list, hut even the pres 
«•nt reduction will help a great deal. The 
reciprocity agreement- will mean a substan
tial gain to the Western farmer all along 
the line.

NO PREFERENCE WANTED
Opponents ofrreciprocity are endeavoring 

tu delude the public with the idea that the 
people of firent Itritniii are anxious to adopt 
( 'hamherlain's scheme of preferential trade 
within the Umpire. The Canadian Century, 
of Montreal, the mouthpiece of Special I'riv 
ilege, in its issue of duly 2!>, under the cap
tion, “(’an We (let a Preference,” publishes 
t lie following articlc :

“The question' nut wrally arises, rnn Canada 
really get a preference in the British market 
ff Hie "Canadian people reject reciprocity f 
President Taft has nu don-id almut it. What 
are his reasons fur thinking so ( lie knows 
that a most remarkable revolution in the 
sentiment on the tarilf question has taken 
place in the Tinted Kingdom within a few 
years, lie knows that twelve years ngowboth 
the British political parties were wedded to 
free trade, lie knows that six years ago half 
till* I niouist party had become protection 
ists, but tin-Other half remained staunch free 
traders. lie knows that now the I'nionists 

, are practically unanimous in favor of pro 
lection and imperial preference. He know.', 
that even the Liberal government of the Unit 
ed- K-fngdonr, in making a tarilf agreement 
with Japan, provided for the possibility of 
the adoption of protection and imperial prefer 
cure by the I'nited Kingdom, lie knows that" 
the I'nionists were winning bv elections almost 
everywhere until IJ.oyd (Jcorge diverted atten 
lion from the tarilf question by the popular 
bin get and the conflict with the House of 
Lords. IL- knows that senti mon t m Favor of 
pndertioii and preference is growi.ng every 
day. among the British working classes, and 
that the great majority of British farmers 
are in favor of it. lie has no doubt that when 
the veto question is settled and shelved, either 
temporarily or permanently, the tariff will be 
come the one great political topic in Fngland. 
He believes that if the I'nionists could go to 
the British electors saying, ‘‘The Canadian 
people have rejected reciprocity with the 

•United States expecting that we will give 
them a preference, and we intend to give it to 
them it you put us in office, the response 
would be a sweeping majority in favor of 
imperial preferential trade. ’’

As ;i matter of fact, the people of (jreat 
Britain have said vary plainly at tin; hint 

ulwo election*t liât tln;y ar<; satisfied wit 11 

their system ol" free trade, and have no desire 
to eliangi; it. The shelving of the trade ipies 
tjon by deelaring for a Referendum upon it 
saved the “tarilf reformers” from annihila
tion at the last eleetiun. A large percentage of 
the Unionist party are free traders, and if 
they came into power they would not touch 
the trade question without a Referendum 
and that Referendum would result in a de
mand for free trade to be continued. Again, 
who wants a preference1 The working pen 
pie of Britain certainly do not want to pay] 
more for their bread. The farnnd's of Canada/ 
have repeatedly declared that (bey will ndt 
favor any scheme to gel a few cents more per 
bushel for their grain when that few cents is 
by law taken out of the pockets of the toilers 
of Britain. Who, then, is it in Canada that, 
is preaching I'refernneeY It is a protect jou
is! propaganda, purely and simply, to slave 
off tarilf reduction. The protectionists have 
no more desire to allow free entry for Brit 
ish goods than to allow free imports from 
any other country. By talking “ Preference 
in Britain” they hope to prevent any lower 
ing of the tarilf against the United Stales 
They know at the same time Britain has 
no intention of changing her present fiscal 
policy which has given her the commercial 
supremacy of the world. Then with free 
trade with the United States tabooed these 
same patriotic protectionists would protest, 
with equal noise, against any lowering of Ill- 
tariff against British goods on th- pretext 
I lint Britain was giving no return preference. 
Day bv dav it is h-comin'/ more and more 
apparent that “Scratch a I'rcferentiiilist and 
you find a ''Protectionist. ”

CANADA’S MOST B0NUSED INDUSTRY
I nder the above title the Toronto News, 

the leading anti-reciprocity organ of the 
Last, recently published a long editorial arti
cle showing that $H,< lilt I,til It I was expended by 
the various governments of Canada to assist 
the agrieultural industry during the year 
<*l" lllOh-10, The following are extracts from 
l bis artielc in The News ;

Flit* importuner of tin- funning imlustry 
to thr people of C'niiiuln is ubumlaiit I y demon 
ht rated by the fuel that t livre is not a pro 
\ litre in the Dominion which has not oHtab 
lihlivd a dvpurt'inrnt of < luv eminent to 
promut v and hu fcgmi rd the interehtn of 
agriculture. From Atlantic to Pacific a 
veritable army of experts is engaged in 
assisting the farmers of the country in 
tiroir ellorls to grow bigger ami better 
crops, to raise better live stork, and make 
IllOle eXrel lent blitter and rhrrsr. Kxprri 
mental farms, wlienrt all manner of crops and 
soils are being tested for the general benellt 
of the agrieult oral community, dot the broad 
expanse of the Dominion. Agrieult ural ml 
leges of international reputation, built and 
maintained by government, are open to re 
reive the suns ol the soil, intent- on iivquir 
ing that knowledge which will make them 
more expert farmers. Huriet tvs and assoeia 
trous supported generously with provincial 
funds,, exist in every county for the purpose 
of bringing the farmers together aml'encour 
aging them to improve the quality of their 
products. Froblems of cold storage, Hie de 
structlon of noxious tvtiods, the oxtonsioii of 
markets, the spraying of fruit, drainage and 
a hundred and one other questions are handled 
by experts in the employ of tin- Stale and for 
the direct advantage of the farmers. In brief, 
between the Dominion and the provineial gov 
ermnenls this indust n is being bonused nnnu 
ally to the extent of several millions of dol 
lars ami there seems no limit to Ike extent to 
which the stale will go to carry out its mater 
mil policy.’1
“Summing up and taking the totals for the 

Dominion and the provinces, it is found Dial 
the people of U.tnuda expend approximately 
the large sum of *.‘1,000,000 pel annum to 
bonus the farming industry, amt that this sum 
is being increased very considerably each 
tear. That the money is well spent, and that 
it is paid out ungrudgingly, goes without 
saying. The increased productivity of the 
farms, the growing idlh iency of the farmer, 
the improved quality ot farm produce, the 
achievements of the agricultural colleges ami 
the experimental farms, all testify to the 
value of the work undertaken by the various 
governments of the country in the interests 
of the farming community. ”

On tin; strength of I beHe Hint-in-nth The 
Ne WH ileelll i'cH llllit Sgl'ielllt fire ih more IlcaV 
ily boniiHcil than ali y oilier imluHtry in Can
ada,and that free trade in natural products 
with Ilia United SI a lea will render thin ex 
(lendilure useless. The News déclarés that 
no industry in Canada is receiving Hindi “in 
tensive and extensive treatment” from gov 
-minents^as this same farming industry. 
Without questioning the figures eontnined in 
Till; News, let us eonsider a little. —_

Th- iron anil sl—l industry in Canada Ws 
been bonused to the extent of $18,000,000, 
and another $18,000,000 has been distributed 
in steamship subsidies, hand grants have 
b—n given to the railways to the value of 
$200,000,000, while cash subsidies have been 
donated to these same railways to the extent 
of $ Bill,000,000. In addition to this ou- rail 
ways have been given bond guarantees to 
the extent ol $127,000,000. These are all 
direel gifts, and they do not by any means 
- over everything Largess has b—n given 
with a lavish band to nearly -very industry 
ex—pt agriculture, and with absolutely no 
return to show for it But far greater Ilian 
all the above combined lias been the aid 
given to our manufacturers, riot always dir—t 
gifts, but by means of a protective tariff 
under shelter of which they have made extra
ordinary profits lor the past generation In 
IWtfLKir Richard Cartwright estimated that


