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Provincial Teheslepan.
WEDNESDAY, SEPT'E 28, 1863.

What is Truth ?

All the researches of science 20d philosophy
ere but the re-iteration of this important interzo-
gatory. Qut of God snd revelation the gquestion
cacnot be satisfactorily answered ; for in most in-
stances what in science apprared yesterday to be
truth, is to-day shifling and uscestain. Whet is
trath P It ie this: * TLsze is one God and oo
Mediator between Ood snd men, the man Christ
Jerus.” The ficst proposition rebukes the pely-
theisilc idoleiry of ail ages; the second solves
the terrible problem of bumen life. Alss! fo
the darikness and unbelief of the heart of mas,
i3 ounclusive response to the sublime enquiry
{s not embhraced, until the Medistor' by the Di.
wina 8pirie, apeshs to ¢be soul and declares: “ 1
am the way, i TRUTE, apd the lije,”

The pureoit of kuowledye s au all absorbing
oocupation of the inteliest, tends to exalt bumnan
recsco) and leada the heert to tywet in the grati-

» favion erising from the sequisitions of the mind.
God, s the sole and supreme source of wisdom,
is therefore forgotten, and bis sid in Mluminat-
i~g the undersisnding is tever sought by these
devntees ut the shrine of Trath. ‘We cadtot
deoy, thai valusble contributions to the $um of
keneral knowledge have been made by men whe
bavs cither been infidels, or ot best practical athe-
3 bt we challenge contradiotion to the as-’
verticn that the most perwiewens advances have
been readered by those who have entertained o
son st +izw of the native intpesfection of the bu-
Den wind, snd bave astsined to's rectified judg-
rent *hrough devout application io truth.

Thore are bowever Lhose whe cordially believe
the Christisn religion, who are neither infidels nor
sthewuts, that do not look te- Christ.ws the
* Truib,” beyoud his office ss our priest to re-
ecnciie us to the Fath:x, May it vot be, that
this seif.reliance, and disregard of Christ, is the
e3u.e of its prevailing tendency to theories sub-
versive of the suthority of the Hely Seriptures,
an? Cerogatory lo the soversign asiributes of|
GuA? If there be any vilae in the tesching of
the Scripiures ; if its precepts sod promises may
b emiraced without cavil ; there is no dostrine
more clearly set forth shan this: that it is the
privilege of the man whe is reaewed in Chris
Jesas 1o be instructed by the Bpirit. Aod shail
we limit the Bpirita tesching to mstiers which
eoncern only sternity # Is is mot ressonsble to
presume that if the mind of man is submitted to
this 25008 iuflaeace, it will receive o power of
perception and discrimination which will greatly
®usist it in its excursions through the realm of
Bature, and aid in dlssecting the tangled web of
naional and social hwiag, 8¢ well ss (o anmalyse
sad anderstand the compesition and puwer of
the miod ftself? We bave (Be testimony of
those who buve experienced the possession of
this supernatural sssistance, sod who say that
this divine agent dces, jn zeality, impart an in-
creased clearness fo the intellectyal or cognitive
pertof the wind. “ This divine operation is,
for the most part, very gentle and deeply interion;
revealing iteell by its results more than by the
mere mode of its action ; but it is not on that ac-
count, any the less al. It puts & keenness of

ially the m, and the Yil ode Gaml

ccavineed of its excellence from the equality
A0 wET-Dalenebd Sharestes of 1 es & whole. |

The maker of this fine instrument is Mr. Hol-
brook of East Medway, Mass. This gentleman
las already constructed three organs for the
"Lower Provisces  one in our Lingley Hall, Back- |
ville, in the Episcopal Chiorch in Spockéllle, and
one in Amberst. All these insltuménts are
well spoken of ; and we feel assured that this or-
go0, the firs erbcted in either merropoiis, will
establish Mr. Holbrouk’s claim to the confidence
of coloniste as ¢ skiifel orguiv builder. Ou the
st Sebbath our congregation were favoured
with a devaldpement of the wonderful powers of
the orgen s the king among instruments, from
the baude of Mr. Holbrook, in a style which is
not often beard with us. We are well aware that
there existe s lingering prejudice in the minds of
mang of our people againet the organ, as a fitting
sdjunet to public worship” We bave no doubt
in our mind ss to its thorongh adaptation to the
bouse of God 5 and lest this hint might to some
savour of the apologetic, we enticipate s vindica-
tidn ia the reply whish good 'King ' George IiL.,
®ade 0 one of bis ministers in introducing te
his Majesty the famious agswer to Tom Paine's
Age of Resson, by Bishop Watson, entitled,
“ An apology for the Bible.” * An spology for
the Bible ? an apology for the Bible P said the
king, in his rapid meaner of enunciation, * the
Bible needs no apology.” We shall mayhap
take up she subject of chureh music in some fu-
ture number.

From otur Eaglish Correspondent.

The British Cunference,—Sheffield,—the Presi-
dent,— Dr. Us uﬂl,—’ftv. . ]'llumton,—aﬁl-
sated Conferences,— Professor Allison.

The proceedings of the Conference have enga-
ged—it might almost be said have monopolised
—the attention of English Wesleyans during the
past month, so far as that attention has been be-
stowed upon matters ecclesiastical. The town of
Sbeffiold has & world-wide celebrity on account
of its cutlery manufacture; and the extent to
which this is carried on, with its vast apparatus
of furnaces and steam engines and smoke-belch-
ing chimpeys, imparts a black and somewha
forbidding appearance 1o the place, which other-
wisé, from the extreme beauty cf the country in
the midet of which it is situated, might take rack
amorg the most picturezque and pleasant towns,
in Eogland. The populaticn, which, numbers
nearly two hundred thousand, is necessarily com-
posed to a great extent of the artizan class ; and
it must be acknowledged that the Sheffield razo
and eword-blade makers, however admirable
the articles may be which they tura out, do not
thewselves furnish the most attractive specimen
of the Englishman. Religion appears to posseas
lese active influencé hege than in many othes
parts of Ecgland. Infidelity is rife ; the Sabbasth,
ié but ill observed by a large proportion of the
inbabitants ; and the p aces of worsbip are nut

usually attended by the numbers which, in a place
0 populous, it wobld seem natural to expect.

Methodism exercised in former days a greater

smount of irfluence, relatively to the population,
in Shefield, than at present. Conferences have
been beld in the town at the usual intervals fos

60 years past; but it geema that there was less
difficulty expeiienced in entertsining some 300
ministers thirty years ago than now. This is t
be secribed partly to the indifference to religior
sbove referred to ; but chiefly to the effect of the
Metbodist agitations of 1835 and 1849, whict
told most disastrously upon the societies and cou-
gregations. It is to this cause, no doub, that the
circumstance is chiefly owing that no new chapel
cocpected with our own body has been erectec
in Shefficld during the lasi thirty years, although
the population during that period has more
than doubled. -There is reason however to hope
and believe that the days of st.gnation sud of
comparative inaction have passed away, and that

edge upon the natursl perceplion, so as to enable
it 10 separate idea from ides, proposition from
prepositien 3 and thus to guide it with s remark-
able piceness of discrimination, through the per-
plexities of error, into the regions of truth.”

I7 it be true that we may so far recover the
Divine similitude which has been distorted by
or gizal sin ; shall we not sedulously seek to at-
sein it? We must eppioach God with unfeign-
ed bumility ; with devout confessions of our sin
ard ignorauce ; with the simple piea, that Christ
has died to restore us to our pristine state; thet

. ke Bpirit is promised, whoss uifice it is L0 guide
s into all iruth. Then, taagbt by the Spir, the
wists of ignorence wiil be dissipated ; the cloud-
c'2"d mount will reveal its lofty summis erowned
wih eternal effulgence, aud we shall behold
with ama2s the unity of the Divine plan, snd the
wisdom 20d righteousness of God's governmeut
We sbalt not be tempted to Luild silly theories
upon mere threds of evidence, but receiving the
Scriptures as the last and complete revelation,
witbout addition or diminution, until the disso-
lurion of eli things; as revealing essential truth
cns o ining eseation, provideace, and humen sal-
vation ) everything goined to our sum of know-
le'ze will but iliustrate the majesty and wisdom

of Jetovah ia his works, aud mnltiply the evi-

Geuced to the genvineness and.infallibility of his

vord. We can eonceive of no happier state for

iL: intellectual nature of men, than s repesing

fith, o ealm and unecllied comecience, a holy

Ccucanour, acd o lawful diligence, united with
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Brunswick Streot Church.

TLis spacious aad commodious sanctuary has
-ring the past week received as & suitable ad-
€iLgu b s reCelt improvemenls, ¢ new organ.
It #us 2200 discovered upon the ehurch being
enlarged, that the power of the old organ was
ineufisient to the increased eapacity ; aad,
mainly we Leieve through the sesl snd perse-
verznce of the leader of the cheir, and who 1
e of the trustees, Martin G, Black, Eeq., the
old irztrument which bad proved so faithtul au
eualiary to publie worship for peasly twenty
years, 1s repiaced by tbe present ome. Its ex-
ternsl eppearasce la appropriste to the architee-
tral faish of tbe church, being mised gothic.
Itis rendered ris’kiLgly witractive by the promi-
nence of the large gilt pipes, which uulike those ot
its predeceseor, bave the gift of speech, and peal
cut & rica and somorcus tone, This feature is

dzciaedly su eeonviaic mprovement
Tris organ has twomsauuls or rows of keys;
the Coeat orgas wod the Swell ergan,the compaes
oi both beiag from CC (v Fin s, There is
250 w0 sciave and a bulf uf sub-bass pedal piper
fr.m CUCtw F. The staps in the Greut vrgw
are o in rumber, vis. i —Open Dispason, Stop-
ped Diapsson, Principal, Twalfth, Fificenth,
Trumpet, Clazabslia, Kersulopben, Wall Flute,

the p of tbe Conference has deposited »
seed which will germinpte and fructify before »
long period shall bave passed away.

As your readers will have already learned, the
President was this year chosen by a very narrow
majority, the votes being for Dr. Osborn 129
and for Mr. Thornton 122. Dr. Osboro repre-
sents the old fasbioned Methodism of Jobn Wes-
ley, which clung stedfusily to the Established
Chureb, and uniformly refused o be clasted with
the dissenting bodies of the country. Twa o1
three years ago, he was summoned io give evi-
deace before the House of Lords upon the ques:
tion of churchb-rates ; and in that evidence, which
was subsequently } ublished and commented upo:
all over the country, be gave the most une quivo-
cal proof not ouly of his own sincere attachmen:
to the Established Church of this eountry,but als:
of bis wish that the Wesleyans geverally would
refrain from joining in any public schemes in an)y
degree hostile t0 it. As there exists a consider-
sble element in British Methodism of a very op-
posite charagter, both among the laity and among
the ministers, am element which inclines very
decisively towards ihe dissenting position—it is
not surprising to any oue who is acquainted with
the various sections of opinion here that the ma-
Jority secured by Dr. Osborn sbould have been
s0 small. Indeed the chief surprise was that he
should have been elected at all this year, more
especially as his predecessor Mr. Prest is under-
stood to be a men holding the same class of views
Certainly he did not himseif expect to be elect-
ed ; and the result was witnessed by some with

ppressed ishm But whatever may
have been the wishes or the sentiments of the
brethren beforeband, there is but one opinion
now. Never has the chair been so ably filled
since the daye of Dr. Jubes Runting. A pas-
sage in the Methodist Recorder exactly expresses
the universal opinion upon this subject, “ A
quiet diguity, a clear-sighted intelligence, a quick
and never-failing penetration, a perfect command
of temper and of recoliection, an exquisite per-
ceptivn of what was due to every member of th-
assembly, a patience which never fugged, and’
an impartiality which never faltered,—asil these
bigh qualities were rendered yet more effective

oer and spirit which displayed iteélf without in:
termission from the commencement of the busi-
ness o its close.”

There is little doubt that Mr. Thernton will
come in next year by an overwhelming majolity ;
and iu & way unquestionably more gratifying ‘to
himself than if be had been elected this year.
Ae Mr. Thornton is appointed, with the unani-
wous conseat and approbstion of the  parent
nody, to presice at the next Confiretice in the
Eastern provinoes, the friends in those regione
will think and bear of bim with peculiar interest.
Fall and slender in pereon,—of light bair and
complexion, bald, but looking younger than he

tasions of thexcbu which phiog . for
AR eiin. B SIS TSTHOD

The late Conference was peculiarly fortunate
to it from various affili shurcheg, 'Thw
from Ireland, one from 'sdiiée, bne ffom Ads-
tralasia, obe from Canada (though not express!
BEPutsBY, nd one from Eastern British America
—it is but seldom we' lmve beer So° highly fa-
voured. Of allthese rejresentatives, none bave
made s more plessing impression shan Professor
Allison. His ‘public address, st the official re-
ception service, kindled the sudienee, both lay
snd ministerial, o & bigh pitch of admirmién
o8d enthusiasm ; and he baa been requested to
gemaio in Eogland for & month or two in order
10 aasist st the Grand Jubilee of tbe Missionary
Society to which we are all looking with sueb
enthusiastic' expestation. The general feeling
among the people was that of delight and" gra-
titade at bébolding such a’specimen of the minis~
ters whom it pisases the Grest Head of the
Church to raiseup and qualify for their work in.
those distant colonies ; snd we trust that M.
Allison will return to Nova Scotiz as mueh gra-
tified with what be has seen and known of ‘Eng-
lish Wesieyans, as Eoglish Wesleyans have been
with the opportunities thus far ‘afforded them of
intercourse with bim.

Letter from Scotland.

From our 6wn Correspondent.

During the last few years, ever since the Divine
breathing was more powerfully experienced
throughout Bcotland, open-sir meetings have
been held in different parts of the country. It
may interest some of your readers to be inform-
ed, not otly of theif continuance, but also of
their character and success. In Yuly last the an-
nouncement of open-air meetings at Linlithgow,
at which addresses on religious subjects were to
be delivered by Ministers and members of dif-
ferent churches, led to an arrangement ‘being
made by the writer with a Methodist Ministér,
for attendance on the days specified. Linlith-
gow, it may be as well to remark, is an anciént
town situsted about eighteén miles from Edin-
burgh, and is noted principslly for the magnificent
palace, now in ruins, which was once a summer’
residence - for the Kings and Queens of Scot-
land. - The churches ordinazily to be ‘met with
in any smal! town exist heze, and suffice, as far
18’ accommodation is concerned, to mest the
wants of the pd’pu!.mnn: but notwitbstanding
the privileges long enjoyed ; religiou¥ Tife has
been at & low ebb, To ¢aMl forth the efforts of
Christians as well 48 to reach the careless and
unconcerned, arrangements were made by an
association lately formed in Edinbur‘h for visit-
ing such localities, and by parties on the spot,

for & series of special religious services of which

public intimation was given throughout the
neighbourhood.

On reaching the palace grounds, we found
Captain McKenzie, the eneigetic Secretary of
this association, engaged in aduressing those ae-
sembled. At first, a feeling of disappointment
was experienced at the smalloess of the gather-
ing, seeing that the day was se remarksliy fine,

the spot s0 attractive, the speakers s0 sumerous,,

and the subjects so important, hut this passed:
iway 88 the real work of the. meeting was en-
gaged in, whilst the anticipation of a larger at-
rendance was fully met in the evening. We were
hut a few winutes on the groungd when proofl wes
given of the catholicity of the commitiee of mag-
sgement, in our being asked, as Methodist Min.
isters, to take part in tbe. proceedings.

The maaner ip which these services were con-
lucted was quite in harmony . with their object
ind sim. Two or three verses of a Psalm and
ceasionally of s Hywn were suug, then prayer
#as engaged in, after which 8 speak er—at times
1 Migister—at times a Layman —.0k a text, or
selected a suhject, on which for the space of &
quarter of an houz he addressed those present.
'he Chairman rang a bell when the time al-
lotted each speaker had expired, and however
inpleasant its sounds were to some, yet it bad
'he effect of rendering all more concise and point-
ed in their remarks. Afier three bours had
thus passed away, the proceedings were sus-
pended until six in the evening, to give the
Speakers and people time for intercourse and re-
fresbment. Provision had been made by s few
zenerous friends for the parties actively engaged
lining togetber in one of the rooms of the Town
Hall, and we had thus the pleasure of meeting
«ith several Christian friends, and amongst
ithers with one who was about to proceed to
Lishon in the cause of his Mgster. I; may be
nteresting to some to know, thas be received his
zood through the preaching of a Methodist min-
ister who is still actively engaged.in Circnit work.
I'be conversation elicted the deep interest felt
in the Revival of Religion and the wide spread
influence of that well known book ““The Tongue
of Fire.” Three or four Ministers pear us ack-
nowledged the profit they had derived from its
perusal, and one regarded it as the precursor of
<he Revival movement in Scotland.

Oue hour before the meeting in the evening,
several individuals engaged in prayer in az up-
per room, and earnest and fervent petitions, were
offered up for the out-pouring of the 8pirit. An
assemblage which might be regarded as large,
considering the place, gatbered at the time ap-
pointed, and it rejoiced us to see the working
classes 8o well represented, and to learn after-
wards, that not a few were present who were
not accustomed to attend any place of worship.
The scene was most attractive and inapiring. On
the green award softer than any carpet, protect-
ed from the wind by the walls of the ancient
palace, magnificent still in ruins, with a wander-
ing sheet of water, worthy of being dignified with
the name of Loch, fully in view, and with a rich-
ly eultivdted country stretching away into the
distprice; Jome hundreds of persons were seated
on slightly rising ground in full view of the
epeskers, 4l seemingly attentive listeners to the
words of Life. Occupying the chair on the oc-
casion was Colovel Davison of Edinburgh, whose
military bearing tempered by his christian spisit
oot only fitted him for his position, but com-

snd sttractive by the uniform kindliness of man- [ended bis work end Master. In introducing

one of the speakers—a ual.ve of India—be said,
twenty years ago when on a military station in
India he was woat to teach a claas in the S8abbath
Behool. This class was composed of boys whose
parents were Parsees or worshippers of the Sua.
In four of these boys he had feit a deep intereat
and had written their namesin the fly leef of his,|
Bible. Two of the four had become Christians ;
ove of them was at that time engaged isforming
& Mission Church in India,amongst the people to
wham he had formerly th the other was
m-pgucrmnwulmwmm“
ing. Io the address which the.conwerted Parece
guve, be said that ssientifie instruction had suf-

ly rh_ggo,qho-o'h yoars, declared that he would not

{10 press it upon the seceptance of each and to

rto missionary toil insthe Shetland Islands. The

cometh.unto e 1 will in £o wise
sa® Bofhftg fn'thetn “sfplioable to
was derk : but when in these passages

? be
5.'—.?&.11

were brought to his recollection; li‘htobomnp-x

ou them, he

e ple them, realised themp to be
e words of the

God, and fow, dfter’ the

part with them for all that the universe contain- |
ed.” He thén earbestly and sffectionately com-
mended the Savicar unto the people. An im-
prossive address was deliversd by the Methodiot |
Misister .who hed sccompunied me, on * The|
new Birth”, which the Lotd ‘mede "use of in|
awakening ose formalist upou the spot. Anoth-
er, whicli sosmsed to be attonded with great unc-
tiom, was delivered by s Free Charol” Minister
from Blairgowrie in Perthshire, in which the dif-
fereuce betwoen the living and the desd wes
clearly ‘ pointed ost; ‘We have seldom heard
82 address which grappled more “sucessslully
with the coliscionce, and ‘'we doubt-Sot but thst
the appeals made, awoke s responss in many s
beart. . A fow swest abd touching words wers
spoken by a landed propristor from the neigh-
bourhood of Perth; and after others had' en-
gaged in prayer the public meeting was brought
to'a close about 9 P. M, end snxiowd inquirers
were requested to withdraw to & ‘Toom in the
Hall near at heud, for comversation snd direc:
tica. a

The sscond days proceedings did not differ ma-
terislly from the-firast.  Other* individutls from
Edioburgd, Glssgow; Greenock, Falkirk, end
some neighbouring towns teok part and a great-
or oumber remaisied to bo conversed with after
the service in the evening. In comnéction’ with
these services we were wuch struck with the per-
sonal aspeet in which' sslvetion was présented.
“The word of sajvation was hald forth as & mes-
sage from- the God of love 10 each individual—s
mesvage evidencing the deep interest the Lord
took in esch-—and from this cecasion was taken

enforce the responsibility ed therewith.
Surely, wheu it is remetibered that maoy similar
Meetings have bevn beld throughout Beotland
during the year, 4t which earnest sddresses Bave
been deliveted, it is matter of rejoicing that such
cruths ave eo fully predched in & country su af-
fected and influericed by the theology of Calvin.
One effect amongst others, that has been pro-
duced in Lidlithgow by these meetings, is, that
some partied st least, speakis more freely upon
religious wubjects than‘tias beeft their woot'y and
thet too mot wpon'disputed mutters, but upon
what is experimental and practical. Rev. W. Ar-
thur declared in the Conference at Sheffield that
he did nat, hesitate: 10/l wembers of osher |
churcbes—Lutheran, Presbyterian, or Episcopal,|

that they omitted from their orgenization a vital|

part of New Testament Christisnity., Your;
Church, said he, provides for the individual life ;
it provides for the public life of the church, bat
it sltogether leaves out the social life ; and that
I biold is in the New Testapent. There can be
no doubt but that the more. pious of other
chuzches long for some form of social fellowship,
and mey not the hope be indulged, that as a re-
sult of the outpouring of the spirit, so earneatly
prayed for, the wast will be’ met.)

. We were alep led to rejoice in the union pre-
sented ot the meetings. The feeling of oneness
ip Christ was s0 strong ss tbat it mastters pot
whetber tbe jpdividual belonged te tae Presby-
terian, Episcopal, Methodist, Indepandent or
Baptist Churches, eagh was drawn to the other,
by the love be fejt.1q the common Baviour, and
already we sepmed ta spe the fulfillment amongst
the few of our Lord's petition, “ That they who
befieve in Him méy sil be one; as thou Father
art in me and I in thee ; that they also may be
one in us that the world way believe that thou
hast sent me.”

Our Conference.

SKRTCHES FOR THE YOUNG PEOPLE.
Ne. 7.

Our Conference anniversary meetings are gen-
erally of the deepest interest, the missionary
snnoalgathering Belng among (he richest when
properly arranged and patronised. The best
speakers are supposed t6 be on the platform, and
each of these is expected to appear in gayest
style of orwtery. There sre 6ccasional 'disap-
pointments, however, in this particular. Thne
snniversary of this year was remarkableia more
than one respect ; one resolution was moved by
an official whose early life had been eoneecrated

voice of Dr. Clark hed sounded. in his ears and
sonk 10 his heart, in the midet of thet petple so
long the subjeet of bis prayers snd sympathies.
Amusing illustrations of Shetland life and man.
ners; wers blended with brief | to these
-.h,dmldoldthnlfnbw ' ”
tke spesker. We have o spesial subjest for
painting in one whe, during late yesrs bas be-
come an indispensible neesssity upea the mission-
ary platform.

Imagine s person of more than ordinery firm-
ness of voiee and manner ; above medium beight,
with dark hair, blue eyes which never close before
the dassling flash from anyquarter, and a manly
bearing so masiiud as to be prominently percept.
ible - among: the erowd. With bhis carefully
studied Resolution firmly pressed- in the right
band, be risss to address the meeting. Without
eompliment or circumlocution he moves with
steady, firm advance,to the work of dissecting his
subject. So different is the attitude and expres-
sion to these of ordinary speakers, in calm, mea-
sured but determined intreduction, thet you be-
gin to feel the same confidence in the man which
which he sseme to cherish for himeelf and his
argument. The eongregation has donned its
most cheerful countenance, for beart and breath,
and eyes, are under the spell of a pleasing story.
The utterance becomes more rapid and snimated
as minutes advance till the solid tramp of the
charger has become-the irvesistible bound of the
Arabian steed. - There is that peculidr novelty,
to which acquaintance with wew-country scenes
invariably produces | the racy anecdote, the queer
des¢ription, the back-woods argument, told with-
out grithace or charlatoury; and miugliog with
the apesker’s own apposite opinions as naturally
s twin giants clesp hande in the misrching pro.
cession. - During'the ‘veéival of placen to' which
the spesker demands 4 passing ‘stteition, or
which glide iuto the address by unpremeditated
arrangement, you begin to wonder whether®he
bas memorised some dictiosary of ocutlendish
polysyhlables, with the hardest consonants com-
posing their general strueture.” The Poctuibock,
Myduzuikik, and sounds of sfmilar diseription;
voll off from his tongue with the clstter of a mad
locomotive but as perfectly under bis codtrof ay
the engine under the guidence of its driver. 1t
{s"an emasing powsr this eapasity for

':!ﬂr_-f-mﬂyf . mhmm#

'

to lead him to,
L.’:r Fenounce the worship of his

q.MMlI‘o%'.f

prompt, | fA¢ Quesn,"—an anthem which we Jove more and

the Great organ and the Swell The reed-stops |loved, and will wortbily sustain the reputation { * Come unto me all ye that labor and" are heary { these we bave sttempted to picture. “But the
are particularly good ; and the fancy stops, es- | of the church which sends him, and the expec- ' laden and I will give you rest” and * Him thas | talent which lies dormant here is in some instance

. 8 “"‘ - 4 -
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pleges, by their own suicidal hands. W wil

With e Dislih | ceseh loyalty in our Sabbath schools—ind bles

G.0. H.
Fredericton, Bgp. 15, 1563,
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_ Windsor Circuit.

DESR'BROTHER, —We have now been setiled
& few months among our old friends in Windsor
who seem pleased to see us re-appointed to this
Circuit ;—and who by their unfeigned, general,

ot domst %"Ql"“’- Sbwme arp khéwnias ;.d practical kindnees mbke us feel Quite AU

preachers of no ordinary power ; others as un-

home among them. And as we find them at

liring financiezs, whose silent application for the | PS8 2T00g themselres, we hope 1o ses pros-

ministerial benefit resembles the distillation of

m.e'nnjng flews wvey aslutaty ‘and welcome.
fs n class, dlfo, as worthy, as eflective as

perity in the church. M=ny changes have uken‘
piace siuce we removed from this Circuit eight |
years ago. Some have finished their course,

apy_in these imperfect akeiches, bui-mbhose p-,“hi bave passed away io iheir rewasd—some
culiar capabilities ; owing to their absence from | have removed to other places—and others we

Conferéhce this year, must remain as a pleasing |
nucleus for the printed intelligence of a future |
dsy. Nor can the rising brotherhood, just be-
ginning to feel their strength, be overlooked.,
Exutering at the ratio of from eight to ten each |
year 6n an average, they promise 'o augment by |
their numbers our Confer ence asserwbly as ex- |
tensively as they will enrich it by their taienu.‘i
May the solicitude of our people ever corres-
pond with the advancing strides of their ministry. |

It would bave been pleasing to the writer, and
s task of easy accomplishment, to select from the |
little assembly which bas been the subject of a |
few communications, various individuals of pro‘,
mise, and not a few of positive standing, for the |
information of our young pecple. But enough
bas beer. written to give some idea of what we
are, and what we do. As to our future, it would
prove no difficult duty to speculate hopefully up-
on the destiny of Methodism throughout Lhese
British Colonies. Qur Conference as yet is in
transition,—ascarcely emerged from its infantile |
dependency on the one hand, or compacted in- |
to legislative confidence on the other. Advanc-
ing years, however, will enable it 10 acquire so-
lidity snd s corregponding growth of influence. |
Itis bat lesraing its strength during the first |
study of its varied reiationsbips. Oae decade
will exhibit the babe of a few years ago in all the
vigour of youth, and, if we mistake not, io all
the strength of genuine Methodism, We ad-
mire the ambition in our midst which seeka 1|
give British rule and principal the preponder- |
ance. The grand old ship which has braved so |
maay storms, defeated so many privateers, and
transmiited so msoy cargoes of layal spirits '
throughout the two continents, bas loug ago com-
pelled ibe nation o respect ber flag, l)ing as it
invariably does side by side with the British
ensign. Powerful forts not a few have already
tbundered forth their greetiogs to the ahip of
the sainted Wesley ; for the world has perceived
that her mission is peace, while herself or conyoy
or not to be fired into with jmpuaity. The same
model for swiftness,—and compass for safety,
must be ldoplled by us. Let us fullow, if we do
not cling to the old ship. We appear to be sail- |
ing down the temperute sone; with fictés tropics |
surcharged with tornadoes and astir with pirati-
cal life,.fur in the distance. It must sow be the
chief study to evoid ube polar circles and the
frigid letitudes, since our mission, though de-
signed for * the ends of the earth,” is not adapt-
ed to frusen atmospheres 80 much as even the
climate already passed.

And pow we part reluctantly with all, young and
old, who bave been interested in these unstudied
sketches. The writer has been gratificd with his
talk ; it may be boped his readers bave been plea-
sed if not profiteds The question bas been asked
by not a few—* Who is this Mr. Peoplepsinter ?”
and indeed, hind reader, Mr. P. bimself has been
an innocent, listener Lo the inquiry under a vari-
ety of circumstances. The rather smomalous
position ia which the boys have been situated
occasionaly, by their direct admission to the Con-
ferenee assembly, contrary to present usage,
which exclude the public, demiands the explana~
tion, thet Mr. Peoplepaiater has been dreaming
of agrand future, when in these Provinces, as
i Canade at p t, the multitude,
ever delighted to mingle with its own beloved
Methodism, will line the galleries and sdmire
the proceedings. As-to his own identity, he hus
only to say, thet he may at any moment be readi-
ly distinguished by his height, bis gait, the
colour of his-eyes, hair, and s0 forth ; at least
his friends have seldom sny difficuity in so0 re-
cognising him. And then, the most unequivocal
evidence of all, ia regard to his individuality, is
his love for the ministers. After this generous
confession, it may bly oe. supposed the
boys will d at any and that with
smiles of welcome, their real friend and ever
willing reporter,

PETER PEOPLEPAINTER,

Photographville, Sept. 1863.

Another Sabbath School Festival.
Nearly time for the last one this sutumn. So
I think Mr. Editor. Well perbaps ours is the
last one , for I read in & good Back that “ the
last abell be firet, und the first lust.” That is,
the chief or best shall be last.  ‘And very'pro-
bably this one has been im some respects supe-
rior to.any that have been held this yesr within
the bounds of our Conference. However 1 shall
Dot attempt to prove that by comparison, lest 1
might be regarded as despising the day of small
things. I will just state a few particulars, and
by these your readers can decide. In the first
place, let it be borne in mind, that Predericton
is s very pretty place. Wide, straight Jevel
sireets, with beautiful shady trees, on each’ side,
in many places,—affording to the traveller in
summer, a most refreshing protection from the
sun’s burning rays. Along the front of the city
there ruas very slowly, the loveliest river in
British North America. ’

An American stump orator, once remarked,—
“ That it was & remarkable providerte, that
large rivers 80 often run near large towns.”—
On the even surface of this noble river, for 200
miles & great many steamboats and otber craft,
are plying continually. From one wharf there
stepped on board one of these steamers 500 per-’
sons, mostly children, who after steaming
down the river for a few miles, landed op a most
picturesque spot—a large agricultural enclosure
surrounded by a great variety of ornamental
trees—lovely bills and dales ‘recently shorn of
their abundant verdure.. Earth's carpet was
perfectly dry, end the heavens abave bright snd
clear. *“Bo that there was nothing in nature, or
human paturé—law or grace, to prevent a geve-
ral enjoyment. And there existed for more than
four hours, ali’the joy, peace and love which in-
Bocefit re-creation can impart. Young and old
altke seemed happy,—espetially diring the con-
cealment of bread and butter, sandwiches, coffce,
@kes, pies, tarts, apples, #c. Some young lads
probably overtared thefr digestive powers. But
the gymnustics, and swinging, ‘set that all right.

The bour for * homeward bound” draws
near, agiin'all are on the beautiful river, glidiné
gently slong, singing a number of sweet airs
le words, under the cheerful and judicious
Téadership of ‘the superintendent of the Schoal,
Judge Wilmot. As we riear the shore, the whole
company unite in singing beartily “ God Sqve

moge o boasting opublios are tumbling to

rejoice to find, stili pursuing their christian
course to the mansions above,

During our absence a new parsonage has been
bailt in a pleasant part of the town. The bouse
is one of the most commodious and convenient,
for  large family, we ever occupied. There is
# debt of about £100 remaining on it, which we

| must try to get rid of by and by.

I am happy to say that the Ladies connected
with the church and congregation bave met, and
re-organised the Parsonage aid society, and are
cheertully setting to work to keep the bouss in
a comfortable state.

The church, which was built during our former
residence here, has this summer, by the libera-
lity of our principal friends, been re-painted—
and looks all the better because it bas no debt
upon it. Our people bave aleo purchased an
Organ, which was opened on the first Sabbath
after our arrival on the Circuit.

Last week we had a very pleasant rsilway ex-
cursion to Mount Uniacke, with the children of
our Sabbath school. The day was fice, and o
goodly number of the parents and friends turned
out, with smiling faces, and bulky baskets. The|
children appeared to enjoy themaelves amasing-
ly. We found Mrs. Uniscke exceedingly kind
and courteous. The house is situated pear s
beautitul lake. It was built by the late Hon.
R. J. Uuiacke, in the year of the battle of
Waterloo—and the walls are adorned with fine
portraits of heroes, monsrchs and celebrated
statesmen of that eventfu! day. I believe ours
is the first Sabbath schoo) Pio-mie which bas
tentured so far jnisud by rail. - But 1 shall be
much mistaken il oikers do wot follow our ex-
ample.

Yours truly,  Jamzs ENGLARD,
Windsor, Sept. 16, 1863,

A €all to the Ministry:
WHAT ARE ITS EVIDENCES ?

The sbove is an important question, and we
would fove to have light upon it from some quar-
ter. We believe that God retains and exercises
(he prerogative of choosing his own ministers,
I7 this be so, what are the evidences of a call to
preach ? Toe Divine Being does not spesk in an
audible voice in calling men 10 preach the gos-
pel; at least we have not heard of oue such call
in these latter days. We are told that He im-
presses them by His Spirit with a gonvietiomthay
they are called 10 tae work of the ministry. But
i it pot possible to mistake this call? Some men
have been impressed, as they thought, who weze
destitute of * grod common sense.” BSome have
1 peculiar *iokling for notoriety,” snd s desise
for the office may work them up to the belief
that they are cailled. "All persons, after they are
converted, feel thai they are galled of God 10 do
good to others, snd may not this occusion s mie-
take in some as Lo their call to preagh? Ia the
dnys of the Apostles, among other gifts that were
couferred upon the cburch was that of exborts-
ton. The Metbodist Church atill recagnises the
vffice. But are there not some who, hasing beea
raised to that office, conclude at onee shat they
are called to preach?

Agsin, it is said that *‘if they have fruit” it is
a proof that they are moved by the Holy Ghost
to preach the gospel. That ie, if souls are con-
verted under their preaching and added to the
Church and the cause of God prospers., This
was once thougbt to be a sufficient wark, but
latterly the opinion has been disgarded, At jesst
our worthy Bishop Janes, at the last Annuel Con-
fererice, gave it as bis opinion thet because min-
sters were succeasful in the conversion of souls
it was not an ev idence that they ought to be in
the ministry ; stating, also, that he had known
many Christian ladies who were eminently suc-
cessful in the same work. Our fathers thought
that if God blessed their labors they had mot
missed their calling,, Many young men, harassed
with doubts and fears on this importaat question
have reached the conclusion that if God convert-
ed one soul by their labors they would regard that
as an cvidence of their call, and act aceordingly.
We were deeply interested in the Bishop's ag-
dress, and at the close we could hardly tell
whether God called a man to preach the gospel,
or whether, by deep study, diligeat reseaseb,
burning zeal, or loye for souls he made himaell
a winister, Ifitis said that these charmeteris.
tica are proof that he is csiled torthe work, we
answer that many bave possessed them whe have.
tiad no selection to the ministry——Mrs. Palmaz,
Hester Ana Rogers, and othezs,, We hope, at
lenst, arguing from tLis stand-point, that no pre-
siding elder will give as a reason why ea * un-
curreat” preacher should continue in the work,
because that duriog the year he has heen blessed
with a glorious revival of religioa.

We present these thoughts to your considers-
tion, hoping that you or some of your corre<pen-
dents will shed ligbt on the subject.— Pitdsburg
4d.

Religious Revivals.

Methcdism is peculiarly a revival eburch. In
8 revival of religion it received its origin, and
through this agency it has been extended through-
out the world. These effusions of the Holy Spirit
we régard as essential to its existence, and to
the falfiiment of its high and sacred mission of
+ apreading scriptural holiness.” The extraordi-
nary quickening with which the church has been
visited in various parts of the world dn.rin‘ the
last few years, bas done much to remove the
idea so prevalent in the minds of many Chrie-
tians, that a revival of religion is some miracu-
lous demonstration, oply ogeuring at ocertain
periods, a visitation to be waited for, rather than
worked for y andl to establish the fact that, as far
es the church is concerned, a revival is the ordi-

consequence of the folilment of certain condi-’
tions, which God has laid down in his word, and
which he never fails to knowledge and bless.
A few individuals become conceérned 6n acooun®
of the low state of spirituality in the church.
They converse together over the lukewarm state
of the members, the formality of the services, the |
non-sttendance at prayer-meetings, the absence
of conversions ; and they resolve to meet toge-
ther as frequently as possible, to plead with God
for the out-pouring of the Holy 8pirit. A por-

the burden of the constant supplieation is—* O
Lord, revive thy work.,” The prayer it answer-
ed, the influence extends, others join in their dew
votions, and the church, made up of such beligv-

ozs, becomes  a quickened mass of spisitaal life.”

nary result of the ave of appropriste means ; the | P

TR shange is at onee apparent in the services;
tiﬁrh beconses ™ a Nving, bounding stream
of murical emotion *- the prager no longer dull
and formal, is uttered in petitions of holy fervour,
fromy iph 0uched with & *“live coal from off the
altar ;" while the pre#eher catches the inspire-
tion, and the sermon become s practical, pointed,
and savicg. Blessing descend in showers, and,
a8 at the consecration of the temple, the clcud,

of the Divine presence fills the sanctuary. Con-

victions become rumerous, backaliders m stirr-

od up ta seck the Lord afresh, while eries for
defey ffom those groaning in penitential sor-
row, and songs of thanksgiving from those eb-

taining " pesce with God” are of daily occurrence.
Here you have the whole theory of a revival of
religion. Ia prometing these gracicus move-
ments, some such plan as the following has occa-
siomally worked with great success. The mem-

bers cennected with ¢ particular chureh have
assembled together, none but bona de members
being permitted 1o be present. Addresses en

the state of the charch—of uaconverted bearers

of unsaved membere of their families, snd of the

careless around, bave been made ; all-have been

exhorted to engage in the work, and te
pledge themselves to spead a portien of emch
day—eay, ten miautes between the hours of
twelve and two o'clock—in a concert of speo-

fal private prayer tor the revival of the work
of God. Ia conmection with this, special revival
services have been appointed, when a short ser-
mon appropriate to the occasion has been deliv-
ered, after which a prayer mesting till § o’clock,
when should there be any still secking forgive-
wess, the meeting has adjonrned to the vestry oz
achool reom for & short (ime longer. The me.
shod sowetimes adopted of inviting persons who
are penitent to come forward to the commuaion
rail, we regard as being of considerable import-
ance, as such s step eften breaks the spell of de
lay, and decides the commencement of a religious

are present an opportunity of conversing with
them, and pointing out to them the way of faith
in Christ Jeeus. The adoption by s ehurch of
mh‘n course as is here laid down, in bumble
and sihoere dependence on Divite aid, without
wbich all efforts are vain, cannot fail to produce
the ‘most beneficial results. — Wesleyan Chron.

Class Meetings.

TESTIMONY OF AN OLD DISCIPLE
8tanding upon the utmost verge of life, with
my stafl in my band, just awaiting the werd of
command to pass the stream, * the narrow stream
of desth,” my mind reverts to the way in which
the Lord has led me, and especially to those
means of grace which have been 30 signally bless-
éd in leading me to a knowledge of my lost con-
dition as a sinmer, and then to the knowledge of
sigs forgiven, and to the possession of the wit-
ness of the Hcly Spirit, by which 1 am enabled
to say in 1ay inmost soul, Abba Father, my Lord
and myy God.

1am in my eighty-third yesr, and for the
greater part of my whole life have enjoyed s large
measure of heulth, both of body and mind ; bil
now [ sm conicious that my patursl foree i
abating, my step is besoming less firm, and every-
thing sssures mie thet 1 am passing onm to the
possession of the promised inheritance ot whiok
God has said, I will give it thee.” Noram |
at all d.smaved ot the prospect; the possession

en, the being introduced into the presence of my
glorified lledesmer and the apirits of just mea
made perfect, * tne great company of whom no
mea can pumber,” and with some of whom, {
have been intimately acquainted through the me-
dism of their writings, than whom wone bave
greatsr pre-emineuce than the Wealeys and their
eosdjutors, snd other preachers and members of
our Church with whom I have bad personal and
ittimate acquaintance, and with some of them
have been areociated in class-meetings and otber
means of grace for years, aod s prospect of a re-
unfon with them in beaven, enable me evea now
w0 rejoice, and huil the day ss ove greatly 1o be
desired.

It is now aixty-three years since 1 gave myy
name as & probationer to Rev. George Roberts
then stationed in the Forsyth-street M. K,
Church, New York, and the father of the Rev.
D¢. Roberts of Baltimore. My first leader wae
Robert Mathison. BSubsequently 1 was, with
grest diffidence on my part, made s leader by
Dr. Pbeebus, At that period there were but
three churches in New York—Joha street, Du-
ane street, and Forsyth street; and so lightly
was Methodism esteemed in those days that it
required no little courage to cast one’s lot with
this people. But I felt in my soul that God
was with them, and “ that their God should be
my God, and that their people sbould be my
people ; where they lived would I live, and where
they died would I die, and with them would I
be buried.” At the time of my being united
with the class I was but partially awakegied to &
sense of my lost condition. I reslised to some
extent that I was a sinner, and that I was not
right with God; but as to the divine character,
his law, and the plaa of salvation, I was ignor-
sot. | entered the Church and class having every,
thing in reference to religious things to learn.
The class-meetings at once introduged wmie into

ing for pardon, and of others who bad sought
and found tne Lord, and whose expériences en-
sbled them to rejoice with joy unspeakable, and
of more mature Christians, whose peace was as
a river. Coming in, as I did, from the woyldly
associations with which [ was surrounded with-

Bat I did not comprehend the way of faith for
along period. ] lived sipning and repenting
attimes feeling unhappy beyond desctiption, liv-
ing between religion and the world, and bad it

period, I believe I should have given up my

efforts to seek and obtain the favar of God. A4

wy mind became more enlightened my losd of
sin became 100 intolerable to be borne. | was

distressed by day, and my sleep wus distur

ercise of mind, and in answer to the prayex of

my scul was filied with peace and love. I was

od, and still the evidence of my acceptance with
God remains, snC. my sky is unclouded.

The estimate I place on class-meetings a3 3
means of grace is, that it is only second to the
preaching of the Gospel. In the one case the °
reacher explains and enforces the word, snd
God owas this mezns. In class-meetings the
leader enturs into fiiendly converse, learns the
particular state of mind of each one, and snits

a seeker after God, one partially awakened, ot
one in deep diswress of mind from any cause, 0F
one at ease in Zion, or whose faith has deelin-
ed, or whose love bas grown cold, or ane secking
after full redemption through the blood of the
Lamd, the leader has the opportunity to imp
the needful counsel. ;

tion of each day is set apart for this purpose, snd } Then the testimonies of tb_c -om!'»u. st timon, ’
are most e3couraging and interesting. Aw -

cident of the greatest moment to me, which 0¢-
curred many yeass ago, I aball never forget,, A
women visited the class in deep distress af mind:
on ¢osount of ber sinfulness, Hor temporal

il

life ;. while it affords ministers and leaders who .

of an indwellipg God. The anticipation of heav-

the society of those who like myself, were seek- .

out, I found these testimonials most profitable. -

not been for tlass-meetings during this critical

by dresms at night. At length, after much ¢x- ,‘
faith on my bebalf, T was enabled to believe, and _ ,

constrained to shout, Glory, glory to God ! More
than half & century has elapsed since that peri- _

his counse) to their several conditions. Is it with, 1
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