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THE LESSONS OF THE HOUR.

S a—

Two memoreb'e events bava occurred

within the last decade which ought to set
people athinking, and which must con-
vey to those wililng to be fnstructed
Jessous of usefal and serlous import, The
Oatholics of French origin may learn from
the sgitation over the Jesnits’ Estate Act
and the lutense bigotry its discumion
brought to 1ight on the part of the unedu.
cated mass of Protestants in Oatario, that
they are exposed at all times to asssults of
this nature, and that it behooves them to
be vigilant of thelr rights, and, by the
religlous and political edueation of the
masses, to be ready for any emergency that
may be threatencd on’tbe part of an un-
scrupulous, bigoted snd wily foe, The
French-Cenadians should learn also to
value the immense weight and lcfluence
of their co-religionista of Itish origin, both
in Qaebec and Oatarlo, On the severai
occaslons when they were brought face to
face with Orange fanaticlsm and Calvia-
1stic interference in thelr Church discipline,
the people of Quebec Province experi
enced no little aid and comfort in the
dotermived stand assumed by thelr Liish
fellow-cltizzus on the ecore of protection
from ivsult and of religlous freedom in
their own land, In the Oka disturbsnce,
in the Guibord effsir, in the threateved
Orange procession riots of some yeara sgo,
and now in the determived invasion of
thelr right to teach thelr own language in
their own scbools, and to pass laws for the
benefit of thelr own Church and for the
promotion of education, whether by the
Jeenit Fathers in Montreal or by Laval
Univerelty in the city of Qaebec—in all
these emergencies the French Canadiaus
must have dlecovered bow valuable and
bow reliable is the sympathy of thelr Irlsh
co religionlsts, end to what extent they
wmay be reckoned ss trustworthy sids and
defendants on every poesible occasion
where civil 1ights and lberty of coneclence
are concerned,

Very ueefol lessons may be gathered
from the egitation and dlscusslon of the
Jesults’ Estate Act, which the Prctestant
bigots of Outarlo should lay to heart and
atore up in their minds. They ehould
joarn, ln the first place, that French Catho
1ics {nhablt the Provirce of Quaebec—that
these French Catbolics, in spite of emigra
tlon to the Urited States, are Increasing
every year at a far greater ratlo than the
Orengemen or other fanatics in Ontarlo,
They should impress themeelves with the
fact that very nearly two millions of those
French Cathollcs occupy lands and people
sities that are situated between Lake Onta-
rlo and the Atlautic Ocean. Itfe also very
much to be believed that there la no pos-
elbility of those intelligent, well edu-
cated and devout Catholics belng
potverted to Protestautism by the rav
ings of Dr. Wild, the preaching of the
apostate Chiniqul, or tke firebrand articles
of Goldwin Smith in his Week or in the
Toronto Mail. The French Canadlans
came to this country two hundred years
before the Avglo.Saxon set foot on Cana-
dlan soll, They are here to stay ; and no
more foollsh or absurd cry was ever ralsed
than the insane thout of “The French
must go.” The bigcts of Ontario might
as well and as usefully be cccupled in
setting back the ocean tide or in baying
the moon, as in frettlag thelr poor hearts
s)sut the precence of the Catholic habitant
of the nelghborirg Province and eaying
“he must leave,” Would it not be
far mcre Cbristlan-like and far
more profitable to cultivate amicable
zelations with our French-Canadlan
brethren than to be forever occupled in
raistug higher the wall of separation that
blggoted interference has already erected

between the two races? Isit not time that
mountebanks ehould be refaeed a hearing
who sdvocate suppression of the French
1angusgc—uppression of the methods con-
aecrated by the Church and by long usage
of supportivg thelr Church and paylng
well earved salaries to thelr priests? Why
should it concern Protestant preachers or
BHlatant Intermeddlera like Goldwin Smith
bow the churches are sustained in the
Province of Quebec, or how the people in
that Province show respect and loving
sbedience to the spiritusl advlsers whom
God bas placed over them for thelr
\pstruction, their well-belng and their
wocial comfort and happiness?  Agaip, it
48 about time the Protestants of Ontarlo
would cease to conttibute towards the
most ineulting work ever set on foot,
that of proselytising the French Qatholics
io Quebec. Are mot the priests of that
Province well able to look after the
sphitual iuterests of thelr flocke? Are
a0t the French clergymen of high educa-
tion, of unblemished morale, and of
noted zeal for the eslvation of souls and
the spread of religious truth? They cer-
talnly compare very favorably with the
half educated preschers of thia benighted
Province, where history ls g0 little known,
shere the study of langusges, anclent and
snodern, s tabooed, sud the cramming
process of tbe much.bossted bigh echools is
auiversally reprobated and cordemned.
The French Canadiap Missionary Soclety
§s a standivg ard “outrageous ineult to
the French Cansdisn Oatbglic popula:

)

tion of Qaebse, There is no hsppier
people in the world than the Catholie
babitantas if let alone, if not disturbed snd
devoured by the wolves in white neck tles,
who are pald by public subscription to
enter the fold of Christ and scatter and
tesr to pleces the hitherto pesceful and
happy flock, The men sxd women whose
subscriptione embolden those agents of
Satan sre more deserving of condemna
tlon than the immoral and unecrupulous
wretches who for filthy lucre and
for an essy livicg devote themselves
to the task of undermiuing the
religious faith and of demning the
souls of the unsuspecting and unsophiatl
cated among the lambs that sre lured
away from the true fold. The speeches
of Mr, Colby, of Mr. Mulock, and of Mr.
Lasurier form an eloguent cordemnstion
of the intermeddling bigotry of Upper
Oanadien fapatics. It is well thoee
speeches were delivered in the House of
Commons and publ'shed in all the dallies,
0 that bundreds of thousands of Protes-
tante must huve read them, It must bave
struck them very forelbly how wide and
vast {s the contrast between French Cath:
olic liberality sud Protestant fenatlcism
and Intolerance In Oatarlo. We only
hope they will all profit by the lessons
imparted in this agitation, and that, from
a better and more intimate knowledge
of each other, French Coanadiane
who are Catholic, aud the great maes of
sensible people which forms the msjority
in Ountario aud which is Protestant, will
learn to respect each others views, political
ud rellgions, and that both peoples,
united in mutual confidence of each other’s
attachment and support, will help to
build up one great confederation and form
one distinct and unsssallable Canadian
nationality,

REVISION OF DOCTRINAL
STANDARDN.

An earpest dl:cussion took place at the
last meeting of the Toronto Presbytery
on an overture or motion by the Rev. D,
J. Macdonnell, of Toronto, that the West-
minster Confesslon of Falth shonld be
made bricfer, 50 as to make it lees exclu
slve. Mr, Macdonuell’s resolutions were
tke followlng :

Wheress, the Church of Christ should be
careful not to exciude from the ministry
any man whom the Lord of the Church
would receive:

And whereas, the desired union of the sev-
eral branches of the Church would neces-
sarlly involve the adoption of & common
standard for admission 1o the ministry :

And whereas, the present terms of sub-
reription in the Presbyterian Church in
Canaaa have the eflect of exclading from its
ministry men who are scknowledged to be
true min'sters of the gospel 1n other
branches of the Chureh :

And whereas, the Confession of the Church
should express 1is Iiving faith :

Aund whereas, the Westminster Confession
errs both by excess aud by defect, unduly
emphas)zing some aspects of truth while it
does not give thelr due p'ace to others which
are equally important :

It 18 humbiy overtured to the venerable
the General Assembly to take such action
as it may deem best 1n the premises in the
way of alteriug the relation of ministers to
the Confession of Falth or of substituting
for sald Confession some briefer statemisnt
of the truths which are considered vital.

In support of these resolutions he

pointed out that already several brauches
of the Presbyterlan Church had taken
actlon In barmeny with the course he
advocated, and had already virtually
modified the Cinfeealon of Faith, This
bad been done by the United Presbyterian
Church in Scotland, which had passed a
declaratory Act to that effect, and Dr.
Oswald Dykes is now at work revielug the
Confession to meet the present views of
the Chuich, The English Presbyterian
Church has also taken similar action. He
consldered that the Confission “shounld
express the living faithand not the faith
of remote fathers. 'I'he Confesion of the
living Church at this day ought to be the
expresslon of what We hold to be the
essence of God’s living truth.”
Mr. Mscdonnell explained that the object
of hls resclutions s to jake such steps as
would prepare the way for a union of the
Charch of England, Presbyterian, and
Methodlst Churches of Canada. Accord-
Ing to the present terms of subecription
there are many men who could not be
recelved into the minlatry of the Presby-
terlan Church, though they are acknowl-
edged to be true ministers of the guspel :
“If it is desired to bring the negotiations
now on foot for a union of these three
great branches of the Christian Church
some steps must be taken, for there would
have to be a common standard for all the
clergy.”

Rev. Mr. Macdonnell's proposal was very
strenuously attacked by several clergy-
men of the stern Westminster mould.
The Rev, Prcofeseor Gregg eaid *‘the
Methodlsts do not take the same view of
the doctrines of grace and election as
Presbyterlans, but, according to Mr, Mac-
donnell, the Presbyterlen Church would
bave to abandon these to pave the way
for union with the Methodlst body, There
are many who deny the atonement, in-
spirdtion of Scripture, personal divinity
of Christ, and other vital truths, but Is It
reasonabla to ask the Presbyterlan Church
to recelve men hcllirg such views into
the Church 1"

Professor Gregy here made a palpable
hit Ly introducing tho dreaded Jesuit
into his speech. The admision of Unit.
arlans, Latitudinarians, avowed: D eiate, as
full-fledged Presbyterians might be en:

dured--but Jmsgine a Jesuit Presby-
terlan! He eaid: “He would be sorry
to admit Jesults into his Church; but

admitted if & Confewslon of Faith were
framed.on the principle proposed by Mr,
Mascdonnell. (Laughter).”

80 the Rev. Mr. Gregg's pathetlc
sppeal only produced lsughter in that
serlous assemblage of Presbyterian diviner.
Truly the queetion of recelving a Bob
Ingersoll, who “denies the atonement,
sud the Inepiration of scripture, and
Chiist's peraonal divinity,” as member
of the Presbyterian Church of Christ, la s
matter for serions consideration for so
learned and Chbristian & body s the
Toronto Presbytery—but the idea of an
Ignatius Loyols, or & 8t Francls Xavier,
practlcal, zealous propagators of the Chrls-
tian faith to Zanzibar, Malabar, or Japan,
the thought of martyrs like Fathers Bre.
boef and L'Allemant becoming Presby:
terlans s too prepcsterous, We think
the Toronto Presbytery did bomor to
themselves by greeting the propoeition
with “Laughter.”

The Rev. Profersor Gregg continued :

“Would the Lord of the Church admit
into the Church those whc deny the
divivity of Christ, the doctrine of rewards
and puoisbments and the iuspiration of
Scripture 7 He thought not. The Preeby-
terian Church would be gullty of a great
wrongdid che surrender doctrines believed
to be founded on the Word of God.”
It appears, therefore, that the Rov. Mr.
Gregg would not admit Ivgersoli’s or Tom
Paine's disciples to the Presbyterian fold,
but the dividon showed that quite a
number of the Presbyterian clergy are
prepared to do so. Dr. Kellogg polnted
out that “the overture aims at framing a
Contession from which all essentials would
be eiiminated,” yet when put to thre vote
it was eupported by four out of twelve
voting. A large number of those preeent
abatained from the vote, and we are told
they did so because they sympathiza with
the object of the motlon, though they
thought it premature, as other denomina.
tions have not takea a similar step,

The Rev. Mr, Milligan was one of the
speekers on Rev. Mr. Macdonnell’s ovez-
tare, It will be remembered that Mr,
Milligan published soms time sgo a paper
on Cardival Newman in which be msic-
tained tbat the Cathollc Church “manu-
factures Diviae Truth.” That1s to eay, that
the Church from time to time changes her
doctrines, and gives forth the new doc-
trines as belog the revelation of God,
The charge 1s, of course, a false one ; but
it is remarkable that the rev, gentleman
acknowledges in hls speech on tbe present
occaslon that Presbyterianlem ls constantly
engeged in manufacturing divine truth,
and, moreover, he even clalms credit for
Presbyterianlsm for so doing. Thert can
be no other meaning attached to the
followlvg words :

¢Precbyterianism is the most Catholic
organization in Christendom. Nobcdy is
acked nowadays to subscribe to every
particle of the Confession of Falth, Com:
mon seuee reigus fn the Church avd
teaches that what we do eubscribe to s the

svstem of doctrine taught in the Waord cf
God."”

This means that every one is free to
glve such meaniog as he likea to the
articles of the Presbyterlan Confeesion of
Falth, and to teach bis loterpretation as
the Divine Truth, It must be borne in
mind that in nslng the word Catholic, Mr.
Milliigan does not attach to it the sense in
which it was alwaye uszd by the Christien
Fathers. He uses it to cover all sorts
of doctrine. He means to say that
Presbyterlanism tolerateg, more diver-
sity in bellef than any other
form of Chriletianity ; and though the
meaning of the closing sentence is some-
what disguised, it 1s easlly eeen that it ls
intended to signify that under Presbyter-
ianism 1t {s allowable to disagree with
the Confession of Faith.

The Confesslon of Falth itself teaches
dlfferently from Rev. Mr, Milligae, It
declares {tself to be “God’s undoubted
truth” and “a perfect religlon,” and
strongly denounces all echism and heresy.
Even it ls positively stated that several
of those who voted against Mr., Macdon-
nell’'s motion are In favor of some revision
of the Confesslon of Faith, In our view
this is an acknowledgment that Presby-
terlanfem has cessed to be the true
religlon of Christ. What St. Paul ea'd of
the Church of Christ, that it is “the pillar
and ground of truth,” cannot be said of a
Church which needs to have some of 1its
doctrines changed,

In conclueion, we would call attention
to the misuse of the term Cathollc which
{s nowadayes very common with Protes.
tant clergymen., Both Rev. Mn
Macdonneil and Rev. Mr. Milllgan
made this misapplication of the
term. It is  their deeire that
the Church be called Catholic or universal
in the sense that it shall include persones
of discordant bellefs, and the greater the
discord the more Oatholic will the Church
be, accordivg to this vlew, This is not
the sence in which the Church of Christ
has in all ages been called Catholic, The
Church {s Cathollc in three ways. She is
Catholic in doctrine, by teachlng all
Chrlst’s doctrine ; Cathollc as regards time,
by eubsisting in every age; Catholle as
regards place, by being spread throughout
all nations, teaching everywhere one and
the same doctrine, This s the three. fold
Oathollcity which le expressed by the
commission which Christ gave to His

there is no reason why they should not be

nations, . . . teaching them to observe all
things whatsoever I bave commanded you ;
and bebold I am with you all days, even
to the consummation of the world.” (St.
Matt. xxvill, 20 ) -
That this i the sense in which the
Church has always been regarded as Cath-
olic is evident from the constant use of
the name in every sge. In the second
century St. Irermus eaid : “Everywhere
the Church 1s distinetly vieible.” (Adv,
Fiereses, book iv.) In the third century,
Otigan eald : “The Chuiches of Chriet are
propagated throughout the whole world.”
(Homtily xiil)

In the 4th century Cuseblus sald : “the
Catholic and only true Church, always
holding uniformly the same things, atill
went on ivcreasing and becoming great.”
(Cbutch History book iv.) Thesame author
says : “the Catholic Courch reaches from
one end of the earth to the other.” (Com-
mentary ¢, 32)

St. Cyril of Jerusalem says: ‘“the
Church is called Catholic because it is
throughout the whole world, from one
end ot the earth to the other; and
because it tcaches univereally, (Katholikos,
Catholically,) and completely all the doc-

trines which ought to ceme to men’s
knowledge . . . for this 18 the peculiar
name of this holy Church and mother of
us all, which is indeed the spouse of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son
of God.” (Catechesis 18,)

St, Optatus of Milevis says: “that is
the Catholic Caurch which is spread
over the whole earth.,” 8St, Pacian says :

“Catholic is everywhere one,” aud he
declares that the name cannot be applied
to any of the sectaries of his day, The
same reasoning deprives Presbyterian-
ism of any claim to the title, It is evi-
dent that the reason why the Presby-
terian clergy give a new meaning to the
word, is that they are conscious that in
the sense in which Catholicity bas always
been attributed to the Church, Presby-
torianiem cannot claim the title, It is
an absurdity on its very tace to claim
that the Church should be Catholic in
the sense of including discordant doc-
trines, for St. Paul expressly states the
purpose of the Church to be that her
children may not “be tossed about by
every wind of doctrine.”

In regard to the revislon of the West

minster Confession, we may add that Nas-
eau Presbytery, comprising a number of
Preebyterian Churches in Long Island, N,
Y., petitioned the General Assembly of
the United States to appoint a committee
to revise those sectlone of the Confeseion
of Falth which declare that God has fore-
ordained some men and angele to ever.
lasting deatb, The petition states that
this “‘goes beyond the word of God, and
is opposed to the convictions and repug-
pant to the feelings of very many of our
most worthy and thoughtful members,”
The assembly has the petition under con:
sideration still, action having been re.
ferred to the next meeting of the assem-
bly. It seems likely, therefore, that the
revision atked for will be granted.

MORE INTOLERANCE.

We might imsgine that the very de-
cisive divieion by which Col. O’Brien’s
motion was voted down would be accepted
with a good grace as indlcating that the
Dominlon s not converted to the oplnion
80 freely expressed by hundreds of Protes-
tant ministers avd Orange lodges, that the
Jesuits are a dangerous body which should
be driven out of Canada; but it appears
that the enemies of the Jesuits will not
eat their leek in contentment. There is
searcely a Precbyterlan or a Methodley
Church in Oatario whose pulpit does not
ring, Sunday after Sunday, with denunei-
atlons of Jesuit aggression ; scarcely an
Orange Lodge which has not passed resolu.-
tions condemning the 188 members of
Parliament who nobly declared by their
votes that they have no sympathy with
the effort to Interfere with the autonomy
of the Province of Qnebec, In one issue
of the Glocbe this week no fewer than
seven Orange lodges are reported as having
passed resolutions condemning the Parlia.
mentary majority, and approving the
action of the thirteen who voted that
the Jesuits’ Estates Act should be dis
allowed. Dr. Wild, of Toronto, is peram.
bulating Ontarlo preaching a crusade
against Jesuits and the Catholic Church in
general, Ministers are holding meetings
in warloue places, as Toronto, Oitawa,
Woodstock, and the burden of their song
{s in every case that it is the business of
Ontarlo to see to it that Quebec shall not
b> permitted to endow the Jesult body.

The Globe of the Sth Inst. says it {s “a
deplorable pecullarity of the eituation”
that “the entire Roman Cathollic press,
whether Eaglish or French-Canadian,
maintaine that the Estates Act should be
allowed, and that the Protestant journals
which demand dlsallowance are guilty of
intolerance, fanaticism and what not.”

It 1s true, and we are glad to see that
the Catholic journals are unanimouson
this point.

The Globe seems to be of the opinion
that the Catholic journals are glad to see
civil functions attributed to the Pope by
the Act. We can safely say that mno
Catholic journal is influenced by any
such motive. We do not attribute to

Apoetles : “Golng, therefore, teach yeo all

and it bas been shown over snd over
agsin that the Act does not attribute to
the Holy Father any such functions ; but
we do recognize the Pope as head of the
Chureh, In this capacity he must neces-
sarily be supreme administrator of the
temporslities of the Church, and his
equitable arbitration as to how the §$400,
000 voted by the Quebec Legislature
should be distributed was eesential to
the eatisfactory solution of the question.

It appears that the introduction of the
Pope’s name into the Act has operated
with tbe Ontario parsons and Orange-
men somewhat as a red cloth flaunted
io front of a mad bull, This is to be
deplorcd, for the sake of peace snd
good-will, but it does not make the Act
nujust, We acknowledge that, among the
opponents of the Act, the Globe is one of
the most moderate. It does mot aim at
exclting religlous prejudice, but nearly all
the Protestant press take the view that
Catholics in Canada are here merely on
sufferance, and that a Protestant ascend-
accy should be recognized which gives to
Protestants a right to ssy bhow far the
practica of the Catholic religion shsll be
tolerated. To th's claim of Protestant
nscendancy we decldedly object, It can.
not be denied thst the parsone and the
Orangemen approve of the course of the
Mailin cpporition to a'l Catholic iaterests,
and it is no wonder that the Catholic press
should with one accord insist upon com-
piete religions equality, We maintain that
we are citizans in the fullest seuse of the
term, and whether the Catholics of
Canada are of French or Eaglish, Irish or
Scotch descent, it is our tirm purpose to
preserve our equality with our Protes.
tant fellow.citizens, We are not blind
to the fact that the real reason which
iocites a fanatical party in Oatario to
declare war against the French.speaking
population of Oatario and Quebec is that
this population is for the most part
Catholic. The Catholic journals which
would heesitate to stand by their Freach
co-religionists would be disloyal to their
own interests, and tiraitors to their
religion,

It has h2en pretended by antl.Catholic
journals, notably by the Mail, that where
Catholics are stroeg they persecute and
apnoy their Protestant fellow.citizans
Thie {s said to be the case especially in
the Province of Quebec, The remarkable
testimony of Mr. Colby, speaking on be
half of the Protestants of Quebec, so well
refutes this charge that we feel coustrained
to produce it here. Mr. Colby sald, at
the debate on the Jeenits’ Eitates Act :

“The Federal Government should be
most careful not to clash unneceesarily
with the Provinclal Governments,
Already Confederation has stood severe
shocks, but it never has had to bear the
straln of religious strife. 1f this amend
ment {s passed, it will precipitate the most
dangerous crists that this country can be
called to face. It has been stated as a
matter of surprise that the Protestants of
Qze‘uec have not resisted this bill. The
rcason {s that never in any country has a
minority been so well treated as in Que
bec, and it 1s & happy condition of affairs
which the Protertants of Quebec do not
wish to disturb, The Protestants of Que-
bac are as true to Protestantism as the
dilletantc men who are now trying to etir
up etrife, and they underatand the situa-
tion better. Speaking of the Catholic
Church, politically, he regarded it as the
greatest bulwark of the State against the
spirit of infidelity, and of anarchy, which
is abroad, and which would level every
constituted authority.”

The Protestant ministers and the
Orangemen of Ontarlo would do well to
ponder on these remarkable words, and
to take a lesson in toleration from their
Catholic and Protestant fellow-citizens in
Quebec. It is, however, gratifylog that
the almost unanimous voice of Parliament
administered a eharp rebuke to the intol-
erant fanatics who are so buey in stirring
up strife. It Is an evidence, first, that
outside of Ountarlo the fanatical splrit
does not find a home, and eecondly, that
even in Oatarlo it ls coxfined to & small
fractlon of the population.

A LYING LECTURER.

In a lecture delivered a few daysago in
Toronto, the motorious Chinlquy made
quite a sensation by asserting from bis
own personal knowledge that the Jesults
were at the bottom of the murder of
Prestdent Lincoln ! It appears that Abra.
ham Lincoln defended Chiniquy in a Iibel
sult in 1856 in Illinols, and according to
Ohiniquy, the Jesuits were the parties
who caused the prosecution, and after-
wards, in revenge, plotted President Lin.
¢)ln's death and hired the aseassin to do
tie job, J. L. Hughes occupled the chair
while the apostate was giving utterance
t> this balderdash, But the whole etory
has been exploded by Mr. F, Bechard, M.,
P. for Iberville, who was the interpreter
on the occasion of the llbel suit in ques.
tlon, Mr. Bechard states that the action
was brought by one Spink,whom Chiniquy,
in a lecture, accused of perjury at a trial
which Dr, Gauthisr, his eon.in-law,
fustituted for payment of professional
servicee, M. Bechard states that the
Jeeults were by no means connected with
the trlal. There were none in the court-
room, and so far as he ls aware, there are
none living in that part of the country.
Mr, Bechard sdmits that Chiniquy may
have been concerned in some other libel
sult, to which he may refer, but it is not

his whole Jife in defending Cbiniquy in
1ibel eults all over the country. There {s
no doubt that the sult referred to by
Mr. Bechard is the one that Chiniquy had
fn view in his Toronto lecture,

THE MAIL'S FRANCOPHOBISM,

An editorial article in the Mail of
Monday asserts that “nothing prospers
in the Province of Quebec except the
Church and ber Orders.” In proof of
this a statement is given of the number
and value of churches, priests’ houses,
convents, hospitals, boarding schools,
seminaries and colleges in that Province,
To show that the Courch is very wealthy,
the statement is made that there are
900 churches, valued at 37,000 000, and
that the 900 houses of the cardinal, the
bishops and priests reach the value of
$9,020,000, the other institutions named
being 800 convente, and 356 asylumes,
hospitals, boarding schools, seminaries
and colleges, to the value of $16,000,090,
To all this it adds $62,500,000 which
is stated to be invested 10 houses, lands,
shops, etc,, and the inference is drawn
that the people are kept in poverty by a
clergy who are wallowing in wealth. We
think that the last item is at all events
fanciful, though we are aware that sev.
eral educational establizhments have a
large amount of wealth, which they ex.
pend in education, But it seems to us
rather a strange view for the Mail to
take that the money invested in boarding
schools, colleges, seminaries, hospitals,
and asylume for orphans and peor
people is & waste of public money. It is
the general oplnion of the people of
Cavada that money expended for educa-
tion and charity {s well epent, and if
religlous orders are devotivg themselves
to these good works, surely they should
not be grudged a house to live in, and
echool rooms for thelr puplls. It would
be just me reasonable to say that the
palace-like universitles, colleges, high
schools and public schools of Ouatario are
a waste of public money—and so they
must be if the Mail’s reaconing be correct.
Iadeed the very existence of these estab.
llsbments through () aebcc shows that the
pecple are neither so poverty.stricken nor
80 degraded as the Mail pretends,
Among the occupations of the people of
Quebec, we notice by the last census
that 1n those professions or trades which
best indicate either the solid comfort, or
the intelligence of the people, the peo-
ple of Quebec stand about as well as
those of Ontario, who are eo fond of boast -
ing that they are of superior race.
Fuarmers and farmers’ sons are in Quebec
148 per cent, of the population, in
Ontario 15.6 per cent, Laborers in the
two Provinces are respectively 4.1 and
4.3 per cent, the difference being small
in each case, while those who are de-
scribed as “gentleman of private means”
number 50 ia every 10,000 in Quebec,
and 21 out of 10,000 in Ontarlo. Those
engaged in the “liberal professions” num.
ber 135 out of each 10,000 in Quebec,
while in Ontarfo the number s 115. Ex-
cluelvely of the clergy the mumbers will
be for Quebec 120, and for Ontario 100,
We might continue the comparison, but
we will only add that in industrial pur-

avits it cannot be sald that Quebec is
behind the other Provinces of the Domin-
ion, if we take Into conslderation the
resources of the country.

As regards the charches of Quaebec, we
can well understand that theMail,which has
repeatedly manifested hostility to all Chrls-
tlanity, may conslder it a waste of money
to erect church bulidinge and priests’
houses ; but tke Chrietian sentiment of
the people of our Dominfon will ecarcely
sgrea with the assertion that religlon is
not worth supporting. At all events the
churches of Quebec fall far short of
those of Ontarfo in number. In 1881
there were reported 712 Catholic, and
568 churches of other denominatioms in
Quebec. In Ootario; at the samse time,
there were 367 Catholic, and 4708 Pro
testant churches. If the building of
churches and priests’ houses constitute
a waste of money, Ontario wastes much
more in thia regard, and in the payment
of clergymen’s salaries,than does Quebec.
Those who live in glass houses should
not throw stones,

THE Mall pretends that the reason why
only Sir John Thompson and Hon, W.
Laurier were the only Catholics who
spoke on the Jesvite' Estates Act was that
Cathollc members destred simply to watch
contemptuously the Protestant members
advocating Catholic Interests to thelr own
degradation, The Montreal Garette
refutes the Mail by informing the public
that a number of Catholic members in.
tended to speak on the sabject but
refrained leat the discussion would take a
religious aspect if they participated in it,
and they preferred that the matter should
be debated on constitutional ground solely.
Besides, tke time allowed for discuesion
was very limited, avd the sitting would
have been prolonged to an interminable
length if all had epoken who desired to do
8o, Hence Mesers, Curran, Kenny,
Girouard, Beausolell, Langeller, Amyot
and others refrained from speaking, The
fact {s it was not nece:sary to inflict new
otabs on adead dog. The Empire says
of the course of the Catholic members :
“For this creditablo self-restraint they
are misrepresented by the Mall, and
pareded In a false aud offensive light to
kindle anger fn Ontarlo, That a deslgn
80 base as that of the Mail—a design
nurtured in iniquity, and unsupported by
a stugle righteous motive—can decelve the
people of Oavada fs impossible, for evil
defeats itself, and will surely bring to

the Pope any civil authority in Canada,

at ull likely that Abrabam Lincola spent

naught the machinations sgalnst a nation’s
posce.”
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