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going to his room or leaving the
house Fhe other brother chatted
with his sister as if no one else lived
there. They sternly refused to hear
each other's name mentioned ; and,
while in all else most affectionate to
their sister, in this they were
unbending. She loved them both
tenderly, and their estrangement was
a sorrow that began to eat deeply
into the happiness of her hitherto
unclouded life.

Months passed by. All efforts to
reconcile the brothers resulted in a
more deeply rooted animosity, and
a threat to leave the house forever if
the matter was mentioned again.

Three years had passed, and no
change took place. Katherine—this
was the girl's name—had exhausted
every invention of love she could
bring forward, but all in vain.
William and James had not spoken.
A wall of ice had formed between
them, and they passed each other
like strangers. No one dared to
comment upon the matter to them,
and Katherine grew coldly silent
when any mutual friend ventured to
rvremark that, where both brothers
used formerly to accompany herx
from time to Ullll-,unl) one was seen
with her now.

The two men saw that Katherine,
their beloved sister who had given
her life for their comfort, was grow
ing pale and sad, although she made
every effort to be cheerful. The
hour they dined together she tried to
make as pleasant as possible. But
the icy silence, the unnatural
restraint, could not be ignored ; and
the single meal of the day, at which
they met, and which used to be so
pleasant, was now shadowed by a
cloud, heavy and sorrowful. They
could not conquer their pride—and,
moreover, they would not.

Hiding her sorrow in her own
heart, Katherine often would walk
or ride to the city. One day, in the
month of May, she passed a Catholic
church, the doors of which stood
invitingly open. Hesitating she
entered : and then stood at the end
of the church. She saw dimly a
shrine decorated with flowers and
lights, and, rising above them, a tall
statue of white marble, representing
the slender figure of a woman with
arms extended. The face was pure
and gentle, and even at that distance
Katherine imagined something was
attracting her, drawing her, impel
ling her forward. A lady passed her,
and, noticing that she was a
stranger, smiled. Katherine said in
a whisper :

"Will you tell me what that statue
means—the one with the flowers and
lights about it ?’

The lady instinctively knew she
was not a Catholic, and whispered :

“It is a statue of Our Lady, the
Blessed Virgin, Mother of God. It is
May-time, the month in which our
dear Mother is especially honored.
She never fails to grant the petitions
of those in sorrow or trouble, who
promised to honor her Son.”

“But,” said Katherine, "I am not
a Catholic ; I could not worship the
Virgin, much less a graven image.”

“And do you, for one moment
think,” said the lady, “that we Cath-
olics worship an image, or worship
the 'Virgin,” as you call her? We
worship only the Lord, Who is her
Son, and Who loved her and honored
her all through His life on earth.
Do you find fault with the Lord for
honouring His Mother ? Do you not
love your own mother ?"

Katherine thought of a little mound
in a distant cemetery, and a great
sob rose in her heart.

“Is that the way you think she
said, “You don't worship the Virgin,
or her image ?

‘Never !” said the lady. "We love
her ; we go to her to tell her our
troubles, that she may ask her Son
to grant our petition ; but we worship
God alone.

"I wonder,” said Katherine, think
ing half aloud, "if she would ask her
Son to grant my petition when I am
not a Catholic.

“Try !" said the lady. "Ask her,
ind see for yourself if she is not the
mother of the whole world!” And,
so saying, she went down the aisle,
leaving Katherine alone in the nearly
leserted church.

Katherine stood looking at the dis-
tant shrine—at the white figure with
its outstretched arms—and a great
faith sprang up in her soul.

“If you will reconcile my brothers,
dear Mother of God,” she murmured,
‘I will publicly visit your shrine, and
will try to learn all I can about
honouring you !"”

Was it a freak of imagination ? Or
was it a stray sunbeam that flitted
across the marble face, and gave it
the glow of a smile ?

Katherine's heart beat almost
aloud. She turned and left the
church, but with a strangely peaceful
and hopeful feeling. She went
towards home, her soul full of the
beautiful vision in that silent
church ; she went about her duties,
prepared a bountiful dinner, and
dressed carefully to meet her
brothers. She felt that something
was in the air, something super
natural, with the statue of the White
Mother in the center.

James came home first. He kissed
his sister as usual, noticing her
bright eyes and high colour. In a
few moments William entered.
Without a moment's pause James
advanced to William, both hands
extended. William stared, uttered
not a word ; then came forward and
laid his hands in his brother’'s.
They looked into each other's eyes
for a long minute. Then James
spoke.

“William, it is three years since we
have spoken ; are we the happier for
this estrangement ?"

* No, James,” was the echoed
answer that strong men give in deep
emotion. “We will end it |”
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from the mighty Roman Empire,  senate of nations, a prisoner in his  {hat we wanted men, munitions, and | 18, we should desegve all the
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posture as his Divine Master. Well " Yes, never did the ends of the
did these pagan persecutors know | earth lift up their hands toward the
the value of striking the chief | Vicar of Christ so universally as in
shepherd in order to disperse the | this sad hour. To-day the form of
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earth, while martyr after martyr was  can restore the peace of nations

given to heaven. When at last, after Buffalo Echo.

300 years of torture, the Emperor () more virile ggressive imself destined to her. Let the
Constantine saw from the height of ]
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Monte Mario, the figure of the cross FUTURE BELONGS TO
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admits her to be Mother of God
y declares himself to be a Nestorian

lic owing to the simple but sufficient | fitted her by every suitable ornament
reason that the Catho birth-rate is f grace for that office which He

s Journal. love and devotion to the Blessed

was, says Lacordaire, ‘the blood of
Christians which had germinated in I'hat the Christianized world is L IN THE BOXY

and a denier therefore of the
the shade, and had risen like dew likely to become Cathclic is the fear

g rson in Christ, and conse
up to heaven and unfolded itself in | expressed by a Protestant ministe [here notvanu wihich juent of the Incarnation. \len

the form of the cross trinmphant. in England recently, There are takes the place in a sometimes wonder that

POPE LEO AND ATTII many reasons for it, he says, but the consciousness that

life, of mercy, alvation

\ . : chief is the increase in birth-rate, Uteacher, Drothe { wh ) hese titles compared t
l'hen came the barbarian horde . what are all these Uitles compa

from the North. We behold ‘Attila, | 40¢ t0 the remarkable effect religion mother of friend
who called himself the 'scourge of
God, marching southward into Italy
with 700,000 Huns, and the Roman
Pontiff, St. Leo the Great, goes forth
in the name of the Church to repel
the invader. It was in the year 459,
You will remember that these bar
barian Huns left their dim northern
forests and descended upon Italy.
City after city fell before them.
Blood and destruction followed after.
At length they turned toward Rome.
Then, as always, Rome was the city
of the soul, the heart of the whole
world ; and then, as now, did her sov

that one name, Mother of God

ir idea of the Blessed Virgin
is different from that of the Protest
ant, it is only because we realize the
fact that she is Mother of God ; the
Protestant ignores and forgets it,

has had throughout the ages on the One of the st discouraging
birth-rate. While Protestant Eng- things to a youth ) is apparently
land, (said the lecturer) Calvinistic dull, yet is consc s of real power
Wades, and Presbyterian Scotland and ability to ucceed, is to be
bewailed the fact of a decreasing deprecated by those around him, to
birth-rate during the years 1881 to feel that his parents and teachers do leaves it out of his consideration
1901, Iveland rejoiced in an increased not undex 1 him, that they look
birthrate—38%. And Ireland, as you upon him as a probable failure

know, is Catholic. Catholicism When into the life of such a boy
is like the Jewish ‘religion in there comes the loving assurance

even if he is not rash enough, as
some of his class are, in express
words to deny it altogether.

But, is it not the case that the Pro
testant view is rather the Scripture
view, and that the Catholic Church
does give to the Blessed Virgin a
prominence which the spirit of the
Gospel history does not warrant. "I
read the Scripture,” says the Protest

that it places a gre: value that somebody has discovered him,
upon child life. Look ain at  has seen in him possibilities un
the birth-rate in the Lancashire cot dreamed of by others, that moment
ton towns. Here the birth-rate has thereis born within him a new hope,
fallen off greatly during recent years, @ light that will never cease to be an
except in Preston. Why Preston! Inspiration and encouragement

ereign lord prepare to combat the It is the Catholic stronghold | The Echo.

foe and Leo went forth to meet " pp——

ant, “and I do not find that the
Atil in Lancashire. Look at our own
£ Ha. , 1
town. Were the children of the

person or the name of Mary holds

m ) TR | any eminent place there. Rathershe
Irish Catholiecs marshalled against HE ANGELUS

seemsobscured. Sheseldomappears

“When successive invasions of the
barbaric hordes had utterly blotted
out the last vestige of the Roman
empire in Italy, the peninsula was
left from the Alps to the sea without
a civil master. There remained in
Rome one sole person who had been
father, paston protector, theix
supreme spiritual ruler and guide, :

% F 3 4 nation and towards their religion. of
and around him thev gathered as . . .

1 3 Examine the other side of the pic wmd the answer nd she conceived
their chief. From that day on the
5 y ture. When Queen Victoria came to by the Hol
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is something in the Catholic gelists, and if we think of hera

religion that makes for a thriving did, giving all the prominence
child population, and that in ful Son. and keeping the Mothex
filment of the duty towards the prominence, we cannot be wro:

the ord a ¢ unto Mary must be wrong if w do otherwise
I'reat her a
ld the e E 1gelists  did, and you are
handmaid of the 1 ontinu quite right, Treat her as St. Luke
in England had on an average seven  the one whilst the others or other | gid. when he wrote down from hex
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by default of antiquity, for a thou- | . | = e, '\ 1t oty was made > ! answ + | you will be one of her most devote
sand and seventy years they 1« APyl Bttt e it I And He
mained in possession, until the
pontificate of Pius IX., when the
papal flag was hauled down and the
tri-color of united Italy was hoisted
in its stead. On account of its high,
airy position, the Quirinal palace
was chosen as the residence of the
king, and here the royal family has
remained ever since. strange to say
thongh the national emblem floats ‘ o
proudly over the Quirinal, the great olic, but “"”“‘H.;"Tlv“”“‘(“:‘Vlllt::_}:’!ll:!':”
i Y is in unison witl e sc € al

building still bears on its front the per thousand more Oatholc births l“.“‘\\l}'l‘l\Ah n s DAY ml\-n\ e TRUTH WITHOUT
papal arms and the name of Pope th Protastant - hivt) The il el B1s of the \
Gregory XIII.,, who commenced it in T i gl ! |m)ml LLELL with the i A U, RAGEDY
1574 ¥ of 1 the figures is this. ,ll'” Catholic people all over the earth, Lvd .
i viding that the Roman Catholic | thereby demonstrating that the Cath ———
Church is able to hold its own num

vnful though the situation is, | ber—and the leakage is not large,
for the sovereign pontiff to live in | for there are precious few converts

y “ the throne the aristocratic families
and only governorsof Rome. I'heir

noble title,” says Gibbon, "is the

U men clients. Treat her as St. John did
as you know, are mostly Protestant. Those who ha ul the Gospel of

How fared the Catholics dur- St. Luke and the st chapter of St
ing the same period ? They main- ,John will eas cognize the source
tained their average, almost seven | of these quotatior which are supple- | of her children ; and you will never
children per marriage. Take again | mented by the words of the angel and | then find vourself in the number of
some facts from the Catholic Year of Elizabeth to v, " Hail, full of
Book for 1914. The child birth in
ten Catholic dioceses in Eng

when he stood by her side upon Cal
vary and accepted her as a Mother,
and you will be amongst the fondest

those who will say that Evangelists
grace, the Lord is with Thee, blessed | had but slight appreciation of the
art thou amongst women,” etc., also | honor due to her, of whom was born
lahd was 388 per thousand of the  taken from St. Luke's gospel. This | Jesus, Who is called the Christ.—Our
population. The general rate for | heautiful custom is exclusively Cath- | Sunday Visitor.

England and Wales was 24 per thou '
sand. That is, there were 14
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THE ROMAN QUESTION

olic Church does not forbid Scripture Ihere never was a time when the

reading and saying but fosters same | 0hureh did not invite the most rigid
at every step

his own city, stripped of all his | from Catholicism to Protestant l'he Rev. Robert Lynd, a Presby
possessions and power, Italy finds it | antism-—suc h an overwhelming dif- | terian, has this to say in " Home
much more inconvenient. At every | ference in the birth-rate will give | Life in Ireland

step the '‘Roman Question’ looms up. their religion first place in England, “1f vou are in a little town in any
Foreign monarchs and heads of and we shall witness the state of
states, especially if they be Catholic, religious life not unlike that of Eng- | wes about noon, when the chapel
will not visit Rome out of respect for land before the Reformation. To | hells ring for the Angelus, you will
the Pope’'s wishes that they should | put it bluntly, England as a whole
not. Never ‘perhaps was this so will have to obey the Pope.

evident as in 1911, when the present I'hat, of course, is the source of
King of Italy wrote to every monarch | the fear entertained by the good
and president in Europe, inviting minister : England will have to obey
them to visit the Roman exposition. | the Pope !

None could be induced to come The whole world too would come
except the Prince of Monaco, whose under the spiritual rule of the Pope;
territory could be covered by a good- | witness the state of affairs on the
sized circus tent. And Vietor | Continent and America.

Emmanuel III. was constrained to In France the Catholics are multi
treat his libel on monarchs as the | plying at a much faster rate than the
head of a state, because no other | Protestants. In Germany the same
than he and Peter of Serbia could be | law holds good, and in Berlin alone
induced to enter the papal city.|there is an average of one child
Thus Rome stands today in her | more in Catholic households than in
unique position. She has her two | the Protestant. The United States
kings and her two courts within |is fast becoming a Catholic strong
her walls, each having its own dip hold. In the New England States,

and scerutinizing examination of
principles and dogmas. But while
she encourages non-Catholics to study
and analyze her code of faith and
morals, she asks that this be done in
part of Ireland—except the north-| g gpirit of fairness and open-minded
ness. It may be that after faithful
application, one cannot yet accept
gee all the men suddenly taking off | yor doctrines. She still will be
their hats and crossing themselves | ohgyitably inclined toward him,
as they say their midday prayers.| gnowing that the light of faith is
The world loses its air of work, or of | 4ift from God alone. But with

commonplace idleness and the streets | joy vigor and sincerity, she dis

courages religious discord, strifes and
moment, as the old people and the misrepresentation \s she will not
young people half hide their eyes and
murmur a rapid prayer to the Mother
of God. The boy walking by a loaded
cart stands still with bared head, o
stumbles forward, praying as he
walks. In the doors of the houses,
in the entries on the bridge over the
river, the town assumes a multitudin
ous reverence as the tide of prayei

take on an intense beauty for the

resort to these base methods even to
convert the world, so she expects
others who disagree with her teach
ings to do so with charity and with
out rancor. The Missionary very
appropriately says :

“In our work as missionaries of
the Cross, we must expect opposition
and argument. Men will not receive
sweeps through it to the dinning gospel truth without first gainsaying
music of the bell Even the police ‘n then fighting it, then struggling

o L man, ludicrously stiff in his military perhaps with a death grip, before
lomatic corps, each having its loyal ‘ the original home of Puritanism as | yniform, lowers his head with a kind : they yield to its force. We must

expect controversy ; but the Catholic
wishes, and believes, that religious
comtroversy may be without bitter
ness, and he desire to meet his
antagonists in an open field where
honest and candid arguments can be |
heard. Controversy may for the pres- |
ent be needful ; but there never was,
and never will be, need for its rancor
We may have all it ictorie with
out its virulence certainly without
the use of calumn falsehood, mi
representation or muck-raking ; and
its trath without it p
tragedies ; ich as the kill

Black, or arousing the pas

frenzied mobs I'hat will  be

most wholesome state of the Catholic

Church, and the non-Catholic sects
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