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Before another issue of our paper, 

Ireland's National Festival, St. Pat
rick’s day, 1904, will have come 
and gone. Next week we will have 
an opportunity of giving our readers 
a full account of the various ways

history; leaving the fame and great
ness of her patriot sons, her bards, 
her chieftains, her orators, poets, 
preachers and emancipators, to the 
pens of more apt biographers, we 
come down to the less inspiring, less 

in which the day will be*celebrated. . enthusiastic, but certainly more 
These are details that cannot Be an-. practical level of the prenant.
ticipated. There will ba concerts, 
dramatic representations, banquets, 
orations from leading representatives 
of our race in Canada, all of which 
go to make up the expression of a 
patriotic sentiment that wells up in 
every true Irish heart. One feature, 
however, of the day’s celebration will 
he general; in it all will participate; 
it is the religious phase of the occa
sion. Prior to any display of 
purely national sentiment, the chil
dren of the "Ancient Race" will pro-* 
eeed to the temple of God, and there 
do honor to the Patron Saint, after 
which a gnand procession, will he held 
in which all Irishmen possessing the 
courage of their convictions should 
take part.

And with our general review of the 
day shall we have the consolation 
and pride of incorporating the ac
count of that traditional evidence of 
tie Faith of St. Patrick, alive to
day as it ever has been, throughout 
ages of glory and ages of sorrow, 
since the Apostle of Ireland plucked 
the triune leaf to illustrate the great
est of all mysteries, at Tara.

But even this week the spirit of 
tie day Is upon us; and while we 
do not seek to anticipate that which 
Bill take place, we may ba permitted 
to glance at the situation in general 
™ ‘Ws y™r 1»04 presents It for our 
contemplation. We might warm to 
our subject, as did the hards or old 
, rev|owing the triumphs and glories 
, our ancestors. by recording the 

c aims of Ireland to~ the glorious 
ties she has received, by telling 

iow she was the "Land of Song, 
the Home of Sanctity and Learn- 

8. the Shrine of tierces and Pa
triots,” the "Isle of Saints and 
Martyrs " and the "Emerald Gem ol 
tie Western World." But all .these 
ourees of a legitimate pride are so 

Cearly set lorth on tne page or his- 
3. have been so eloquently and 

'dbratlngly celebrated, in prose and
, that “ would seem but a
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. our iombla way, to 
*J^ay- Leaving 
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•and’s pant;
««row and .
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It is only fifty years since McCar
thy wrote :

"Oh, Erin, thou desolate mother, 
The heart in thy bosom is sore, 

And wringing thy hands in despair, 
Thou dost roam 'round a plague- 

stricken shore;
Thy children ane dying, or flying, 

Thy great ones are laid in the dust, 
And those who survive are divided, 
And those who control are unjust.”

Fifty years of wonderful agitation, 
of stupendous endeavor, have come 
and gone, and# as Ireland beheld the 
Nineteenth Century dawn upon her 
fatal Union, so does she now seem 
to behold in the morning of the 
Twentieth Century, the herald rays 
of a promise that is . daily becoming 
more and more unmistakable. Erin 
no longer "wrings her hands 1* des
pair,” for she looks up with a hope
fulness Ibom of conscious strength. 
Her shore is not "plague-stricken, '1 
for the famine years are things of a 
past that, with the wonderful indus
trial advancement of the present, can 
never be repeated. Her sons are not 
dying by the wayside nor are they 
flying from her ports; the convict 
ships, the emigrant vessel, carry not 
off the flower of the land,—not appli
cable to-day would be that outburst 
Of McGee's :

"Like cloud on cloud o’er the azure 
aky,

When winter storms are loud and
high.

Their dark ships shadow the ocean 
face; f

God of our persecuted Race 1”

Nor can it be truly said that 
"Those who survive are divided.” 
Those who control may still be un
just; they may have, at times, an in
clination to do something to amelio- 

tha condition of the land; but
tinbued with the true

nor are they pre-
Irehmd.s * 

lonate share

tives; fratricidal factions have van
ished in presence of a combined aim, 
and a steadfast purpose. Conditions 
in fifty years have become so radical
ly changed that we of to-day can 
scarcely realize all that we are told 
regarding the Ireland of half a cen
tury ago. It seems like a long 
nightmare vision that never had a 
reality, that was the creature of 
poetic fancy. And yet no more ter
rible reality ever existed. Let ue 
simply contrast the two situations, 
and surely our common judgment will 
ordain that the most optimistic view 
of Ireland's .near future may be logi
cally taken. The very House of 
Parliament that expelled O'Connell 
because he would not subscribe to 
the oath that gVated on nis Catholic 
conscience, beholds four score 
Inish representatives holding so firm
ly the balance of power, that both 
parties may be said to be at their 
mercy. The Government benches 
from. which were launched Arms Bills, 
Insurrection Acts, Coercion Acts and 
all manner of legislative enactments 
calculated to crush and ruin a people 
have witnessed the introduction and 
passage of a Land Act that has 
brought landlords and tenants to
gether, and that openpd up—perhaps 
unintentionally—the avenue to Home 
Rule legislation in the near future. 
The Sovereigns of Great Britain pur
posely shunned Ireland, as men would 
avoid a land of plague and earth
quakes; systematic seemed to have 
been this antipathy towards the 
Groen Island at Britain's door. A 
Sovereign of the same realm now 
breaks away fnom the traditions of 
enmity and extends the hand of friend 
ship, walks freely amongst the peo
ple of Ireland, and proclaims his 
affection for the land and his inten
tion of cultivating more closely a 
knowledge of its needs. It would 
seem as if he were repeating the 
words of the ancient chief :

"MacJohn I stretch to yours and

This hand, beneath God’s blessed sun. 
And for the wrong that I m.ght do, 
Forgive the wrong that I have done’

ORDER OF PROCESSION.
W. J. Ryan, Marshal-ireChief. 

Band—Flag.
1— The Ancient Order of H) *>ernians
2— Congregation of St. Michael's.
3— Congregation of St. Gabriel. 

(Not members of any society.)
4— St. Gabriel '98 Literary and De

bating Society.
5— St. Gabriel Total Abstinence and 

Benefit Society.
6— Congregation of St. Anthony.
7— Congregation of St. Mary.

(Not members of any society.)
Band—Banner.

8— Holy Name Society of St. Mary.
Band—Banner.

9— St. Mary’s Young Men’s Society
10— Congregation of St. Ann.

(Not members of any society.)
11— St. Ann's Cadets in uniform.

Band—Flag.
12— St. Ann’s Young Men’s Society

Band—Banner.
IS—St. Ann’s Total Abstinence and 

Benefit Society.
Band—Banner.

14— Congregation of St. Patrick’s. 
(Not members of any society. )

15— Boys of St. Patrick’s Christian 
Brothets Schools.

16— St. Patrick’s Cadets, Company 
No. 1, in uniform.

—St. Patrick's Cadets, Company 
No. 2, in uniform. ,

Band—Flag.
18— Young Irishmen’s Literary and 

Benefit Association.
Band—Father Matthew Banryry.

19— St. Patrick’s Total Abstinence 
and Benefit Society.

Band—Banner.
.20—St. Patrick’s Society.
The Mayor and invited guests.
The Clergy.

St, Patrick's Society 
Will Hold Banquet

Young
Irishmen
Will Hold
Celebration
Monument
National.

at

The Young Irishmen's L. & B. As
sociation will stage a grand old 
Irish drama in the Mounment Na
tional on St. Patrick’s night. As 
already announced in the "True Wit
ness," the cast of characters will 
comprise some of the most clever 
amateurs in Irish ranks in Montreal. 
Not effort is being spared to secure 
all the accessonies that go to make 
the presentation realistic in all its 
details. Costumes, scenery anil 
music will be elaborate. The sale 
of seats is progressing and it would 
seem from present indications that 
the’ old organization will attract a 
grand gathering to join it in fitting
ly celebrating the day of all days 
of the year.

Ireland’s Feast 
In San Francisco

St. Patrick’s Day, 1904, finds the 
British Parliament in full session; it 
finds a compact phlanx of Irish re
presentatives with a solid and un
compromising programme in attend
ance. The year in which we live may 
not behold the full realization of 
Ireland's dreams nor of the aspira
tions of her sons; but certainly, on 
no national festival, for many a long 
generation, has there been greater 
cause for rejoicing. It is clear to 
all who will see that Ireland’s long 
Lenten season of trials and expia
tion is drawing to a close, and that 
the Easter morning is at hand when 
the smile will remove the tear, and 
when the shadow»—if not wholly van
ished—will become golden, like the 
flush of dawn, and the Angel of hen 
national Resurrection will descend to 
roll away the stone and command her 
to arise to her rightful position 
amongst the nations.

ROUTE OF PROCESSION — The 
delegatee of the various Irish nac
tional societies met at St. Patrick’s 
Hall, last week, for the purpose of 
drawing up the prbgramma for the 
procession to be held on St. Pat
rick’s Day and to appoint a Marshal- 
In-Chief.

Rev. Martin Callaghan, P.P., St. 
Patrick’s parish, presided, and Mr. 
Robert Warren acted as seer et any.

Mr. W. P. Ryan, of the Young 
Irishmen’s Literary and Benefit As
sociation, was elected marshal-'in
chief.

The following will be the order and 
route of the procession :

The Societies will proceed direct 
from their respective halls to St. 
Patrjfek’e Church for Grand Mass at 
6.80" a.m. sharp.

After Grand Mass the procession 
will form on Radegonde street, and 
proceed by way of Craig, Little Craig 
St. James, Inspector streets. Cha

in boillez Square. Notre Dame, Seig
neur, St. Patrick, Laprairie, Centre, 

8 v Ottawa, Col- 
*ndXlex-

One of the important evening cele
brations of the National festival in 
this city will be the banquet to be 
given by the parent Irish oi ganiza- 
tion of Montreal. Mr. Justice Do
herty, the president, will be in the 
chair, and the guests will include the 
Hon, Charles Fitzpatrick, Minister of 
Justice; the Hon. R. Prefontair.e, 
Minister of Marine and Fisheries; Mr. 
R. L. Borden, M.P., Mr. F. D. Monk, 
M.P., the Hon. Dr. Guerin, M.L.A., 
His Worship Mayor Laporte, and the 
presidents of the following sister so
cieties :—St. George’s, St. Andrew’s, 
Caledonian. Irish Protestant Benevo
lent Society, St. David’s and St. 
Jean Baptiste Society. The vice
chairs will be occupied by Dr.* Devlin 
Mr. F. J. Curran and Mr. Frank J. 
Green.

The programme of toasts will be : 
“The King," "Ireland,” "Canadia," 
"Our Guests,” "The Press,” and 
"The Ladies.”

St, Patrick's Entertainment 
At itie Windsor Hall,

Rev. Dr. Luke Callaghan has com
pleted all arrangements for his en
tertainment on St. Patrick's Day, 
which will be held at the Windsor 
Hall, afternoon and evening. His
torical sketches portraying striking 
scenes in Irish history, will be pre
sented by leading performers of this 
city. The afternoon will be devoted 
to the entertainment of the young 
folks, when the pupils of St. Pat
rick’s (Boys) School will put on the 
boards a drama, and in the evening 
the seniors of both sexes will be en
tertained.

i. 0. H. and 
St. Patrick’s Day.

Division No. 5, A.O.H., has com
pleted all arrangements for their 
euchre and social, which will be held 
in the Royal Bank Hall, Notre Dame 
and Seigneur streets, on St. Patrick’s 
Day.

It is expected that a large gather
ing will Jo*> the members of this 

«bd

Some idea of the enthusiasm dis
played in San Francisco, in connec
tion with th celebration of Erin’s 
national festival, may be had from 
the following clipping which we have 
taken from the Monitor of that city:

"K. R. B. Hall was taxed to its 
utmost limit when Chairman M. Ca
sey called the St. Patrick’s Day con- 
ventibn to order Sunday afternoon. 
Every seat was occupied, and stand
ing room within the hall was at a 
premium. The hall committee, 
through Mr. Mulhern, reported hav
ing secured Mechanics’ Pavilion for 
the evening entertainment and ball. 
Michael Casey informed the conven
tion that he invited Bishop Conaty of 
Los Angeles to deliver an oration on 
the 17th, but up to that time hJad 
received no reply. Mr. Mulhern also 
stated that he had invited Mr. Mi
chael Davitt, but owing to business 
engagements that great Irish cham
pion could not leave Now York in 
time to reach the Pacific Coast on 
the 17th.

The afternoon celebration will in 
all likelihood consist of athletic 
events at the Presidio athletic 
grounds, together with a hurling 
game and Gaelic dancing. A com
mittee will be appointed at the next 
meeting to request the Mayor and 
Board of Supervisors to raise the 
Irish flag with the American over the 
City Hall, and also ask the School 
Board to allow children of Irish 
parents to absent tnemselves from 
school on the 17th without loss of 
attendance, credits to take part in 
the celebration. The press will be 
requested to give space in its col
umns for the purpose of asking busi
ness houses to give a hlalf holiday to 
those of their employes who may 
wish to attend.

Jesus, at Mile End, have been invest
ed with the dignity and titles of 
Vicars of tbq diocese. Rev. M. Dezeit 
Labreche lias been appointed chap
lain of the Institute of St. Benoit- 
Joseph at Long Point, under the 
charge of the Brothers of Charity. 
And, finally, Rev. J. Dupuis has been 
named chaplain of tho Convent of 
the Sacted Heart at Sault au Recol
let. From time to time changes are 
rendered necessary by the death of 
priests, by promotions, on by other 
causes, and it is thus that His Grace 
perfects the grand work of this dio
cese, by placing the proper workman 
at the post where he can do the 
most good, and by honoring the 
faithful priests who have labored in 
Christ’s vineyard.

IN OUR PARISHES.
Si'. PATRICK’S—The last week of 

the Lenten Mission, now in progress 
as we go to press, for the men of 
this parish, is a great success. Sel
dom, if ever, in the history of the 
old mother Church has such an as
semblage been witnessed within its 
walls. The exercises arc conducted 
by the Patilist Fathers.

ST. ANTHONY’S—The proceeds of 
a recent entertainment, which amoun
ted to §600, were presented to tho 
pastor a few days ago. The amount 
will bo applied to the redemption of 
the debt on the Church.

Miss Mary Doyle, who sold ISO 
tickets for the entertainment, was 
presented with a gold ring.

ST. MICHAEL’S.—On Sunday last 
a statue of St. Joseph, presented by 
a parishioner, was blessed and placed 
in position. Rev. Father Perler, 
Chaplain of Archbishop’s Cathedral, 
preached the sermon. Leaving aside 
the dignity of St. Joseph and the 
confidence wo ought to have in him, 
Father Perier drew attention parti
el! lanly to tho virtues of St. Joseph. 
He was humble, devoted and pious. 
Although ho might have drawn al
most the praise of the world, he liv
ed in obscurity, always prepared to 
follow the instructions of heaven to 
secure the welfare of Mary anil the 
Child.

Fraternal Societies.
C.M.B.A.—The members of Bnanch 

26 of the Catholic Mutual Benefit As
sociation of Canada will attend in a 
body at 8 o’clock Mass at St. Pat
rick’s Church, on Sunday, March 13, 
to receive Holy Communion.

Mr. W. F. Wall, President of Branch 
26, entertained tho officers or tho 
Branch to a Progressive Euchre and 
dinner, on the occasion of his eleva
tion to the Presidency of this Branch 
The winners of tho very handsome 
euchre pnizes were Mr. W. A. Hodg
son and Mr. J. H. Kelly. During 
the course of the evening Bros. G. A. 
Carpenter, J. H. Maiden and J. 
Blanchfleld rendered songs in their 
usual good voice, and a very plea
sant evening was brought to a close 
by three cheers for the host and hos
tess, Mr. and Mrs. W. F. Wall.

Ecclesiastical Notes,
His Grace Archbishop Bruchési has 

madn several important appointments 
of which tho following are the most 
noteworthy : The Rev. George Gau
thier has been appointed a titular 
Canon of the Cathedral of Montreal. 
Rev. Father Leccq, the able and dis
tinguished Superior of the Seminary, 
and of the Sulpicians, as wei* as 
the Rev. Father Villenenue, Wave 
been created honorary canons of St. 
James’ Cathedral, Montreal. Rev. 
Father Philippe has been made chap
lain of the Cathedral. Rev.„ V. Du
puis, the pastor of St.

British Parliament,
A very brisk and Interesting dis

cussion on the Somaliland expedition 
was originated recently in the British 
House of Commons by Mr. Charles 
Devlin, who drew attention to the 
immense sum—already £2,400,000— 
squandered on this ridiculous enter
prise, while Ireland was refused even 
the most trifling contribution to 
such a purpose as Technical Educa
tion. He moved a reduction of the 
vote, and was supported, among' 
others, by Mr. Joseph Devlin, who, 
the course of a few vigorous 
pointed remarks, expressed a do 
whether the Mullah was half as mad
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