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How the Women of Britain and the American Made Tractor Have Combined to

HE women of Britain plus the farm tractors of
T America bave just about solved the food prob-

lem of the British islands for all time. And
this means that they have made probable yictory in
the war against the Hun moral certainty.

To point the moral of this Wttle talw ft will be
necessary 0 g0 back a bit to the end of 1915, when
Germany definitely abandoned adl the restrainis of
civivization and embarked on her career of submurine
piracy. The Britieh Islands bave always drawn a
generous  share of thedr foodstul
countries,
from the

prodects
¢, etc. The Huns' announced campaign
agaiust merchant shipping at oace produced a situa-
ton not of immediwte food crisis, but certainly of
catastrophe impending, ¥ the Germaa boasts proved
to be well founded.

The submarine campaign proceeded with its career
of destruction an. accompMshed, not all that its nolsy
Hunnish advocates olatoid for #, but emough to
make evident the fact that unless steps were taken
1o meet i, eventual diswster was certain. There were
a pumber of interdependen: methods of Bghting the

Magnitide of the Task.

W wus no mean’ problem thet was handed to the
sgriculturel authoritios of Great Britain, when they
were asked (o imerease the production of foodstuffs
ol o tine when the country bad been drained of its
man power almost to the last effective unit in be-
belf of the fighting forces, the mumition industry,
the

and

directly to miltary effort. The solutfon was found
in the employment of women s
assisted by machines that would

up for the decreased quantity 1-
able The women of Briiain nobly anewered the

Recrutting women for agricultural work stapted
nearly three years ago.
broad foundations. They established schools where
the women were systematically trafned for
and wore patl during thelr period of tudtio
year 91,000 women were reported engeged in
work in Great Britain and ¢hds year 300,000 of them
are baiping xnm(mmmhmhmy
of the country. Next year there wik probably be
500,000 achmtifically trained women farm laborers
otually making the Metle island kingdom of Great
Britain seif supporth of farm
produce.
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Out the Island Kingdom.—By ““Motor"’

devoted to wheat, barley, ots, rye and other graine
to more than 7,600,000. This is.an Increase
of over 1,800,000 acres over the figures for 1917
Also there are this year 645,000 acres devoted to
the ratsing of potatoes, a gain of nearly fifty per cent
over the 1917 acreage. These figures cover only
England and Wales, those for Bootland and Ireland
not being yet available, although there have been
heavy agricwitural gains in those sections of the
United Kingdom
For hundreds of years Great Britain has had a
disproportionately large area of grass lands, given
Up not only to grazing, but to lawns, the fame of
Which is world-wide. Tie need for homa production
of toodstufls hus altered this 4

nger

The Recognized Exponent o' Dairying in Canada

to be looked for. among the cultivators of the land — Lord Chatham,

Defeat the German Threat of Starving

possible by the use of tractore. The manual labor
avallable in Britain at the present time would not
have been adequate to bring one-tenth of this addi
tional land into cultivation

The Proof the Pudding.

Of course the proof of the pudding fs in the eating
thereof and here s how the British pudding eats,
In the happy, carefreo days before the war, Great
Britain imported twothirds of fts agricultural food-
stuffl. In 1918 the country will produce all but a
scant quanter of these eesenttals. By 1019 it is ex-
peoted, and barring crop faftures will undoubtedly
be the fact, that the kingdom will be entirely self-

In England and Wales not less than 2,500,000 acres
of grass land, some of which has never feit the plow
within historic times, have been broken up and
turned into grain flelds. In Scotland 300,000 acres
of grass land has been turned under and in Ireland
1.500,000 meres more. The total addition through-

out the country to tilled areas will be well over
4,000,000 acres

Practically all this has been made

way to France, there seemed to be farm

labor enough and to spare In England.
Farm field methods were gaged accordingly.
| have seen as many as three men running
& single furrow down the field—two men
leading the horses, hitched one in front of
the other, and one man holding the plow han-
dles. A great deal of cultivating was done
by hand, a large part of the harvesting in
the me way. Labor was cheap and plenti-
ful, 8o farmers stuck to the old methods.

“When on my way back in the summer of
1917—with a game leg as a souvenir—i saw
that farm methods in England had become
completely revolutionized. An advance,
which under ordinary circumstances would
probably have taken 26 years to come about,
had under war conditions, been ccomplished
in two, England's man-power had been
drained and no longer could she ‘afford to
have three men in plowing a single furrow,
no longer could she afford sickles and scy-
thes. The old wasteful methods had gone
by the board and in their place had come
POWER FARMING.

“Tractors were everywhere, many of them
working day and night—one man doing what
half a dozen had done before. Under the
force of war conditions, English farming
ha arned the man-economy and the
money-economy of Power. It is a lesson
which she will never forget. England will
never go back to the old, antiquated methods
of agriculture, for she has learned the cheap-
er, better way."—G. C. Trett, in “Tractor
News.”

“lN the spring of 1915, when | was on my

porting as far as agriculturel products go. This
amounts to an agricultural miracle.

Just considor for a moment the concreto effect
of this situation on the general comdition of the
clvilized allles in this war. The home production
of Britain's food supply relieves the United States
of the necessity of providing for this item. It re-
'eases an immense tonnage of ships for use in carry-
ing abroad and later eupplylng the great armies
that we are redsing in thig country. It also reMeves
the already apparent shortage of agriculturyl labor
in the United States, permitting the recruiting of a
greater pumber of sturdy, countrydred hoys into
our forces for service abroad. It has been estimated
that the increased British food production over that
of last year has released 1,000,000 tons of shipping,
whith would otherwise have had to be employed
simply for carrying supples from this country to
Al honor to the British women and
American tractors, which have made it Posgible.

A Revolution in Agriculture

HAT the tractor will cause a greater revolution
Tfn in Ontario than was caused by the
introduction of the self-binder may be taken as
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