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Rosecroft
CHAPTER IX.

And now the long journey was nearly over, |
and Elsie and ler avnt were seatad o the train

bound for Berwick,  The littde lady felt devout-
Iy thankful for thowgh in many wayvs her
adopted dangliter was a comfort to her, shie was
still indisputably constderable of a care to her,
For instance, she was so anxions to visit Rags,
that lur
aunt, thongh nervonsty ansions lest she should
Call off the train,” allowed liee to go in chirge
of a good-naturud trs 110 the place where Lie
was stowed Dway, The littde dog looked so
parhictically unhappy, and was s transported
with joy at the sight of Elsie, that she conld
hardly tear berself away from him,
seemed to be well cared for, bad his rog on a
comfortable bed of straw, and plenty of toad and
water,  This was partly perhaps bueanse Moss
Diantha had giveu a liberal fee to the mar who
looked after him, but partly also bucauvse ie was
a good-natured fellow, really tnmterested in the
dog and his kind-hearted traveling-companions,

“You don't think he'll die or go mad? asked
Elsie, in a half-choked voice, s she looked up
into her escort’s yound  good humored face.

“Bless you o, Miss—he feels a bit strange
with the noise of the train and all, but he'll
He'll be
all right at the end of the jommey-—don't you
be afeared! I come in to Keep him company
every once in a while, and am looking afier him
like he was iy own dog, Bless you, he's as
thick with me now as if hie had known me fos
years, ain't  you, strokmg her pet's
shaggy head while the little dog responded by
gratefully dicking the mate of the rough, Lat
kindly hand,

Elsie  felt thongh Rags' porting
melancholy whine rang in her cars, as she went
back to Aunt Diantha,  That gentle lady was
so touched by her account of the dog that she
resolved to pay him a visit herselt  But his
despair when shie and Elsie left him haunted her
so that she lay a. ake a good part of the night,
worrying abeut the little fellow.  Elsie, who was
up and dressed some time before her aunt, paid

and 1o sce how lie bare the jonrn,

settle down and go to sleep by-and-hy,

Rags*"'

relieved,

hiw an carly visit, and when she came back was |

shocked at the sight of Miss Hathaway's pule,
worn face. .

“Dear annty, von've lain awake, 'm afraid,
worrying about Rags'---she did not mention
how little she had slept herself—**and really he
is doing very nicely.”’

“You didn't sleep much yourself, I'm afraid,
my dear,” glancing at the girl's face, *but a
good Lot breakfast will help 1o put us Loth to
rights,”’

Elsie felt relieved at her annt’s cherry rejoind-
er, but alas, something happenced while they
were taking breakfast together, that quite dashed
her spirits for a time.  As she jumped up to

look at sowme interesting prospect they were
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! Miss Hathaway's cup of coffee, and though that
' ady rescned it deftly, half its contents were
spilled o hor lap,

“Oh, awnty! exclaimed Elsde in dismav and
hiotror, as pulling ont a clean handkerchief from
her poeket, she sprang to Miss Hathaway's side,

A prak color thshad inte Aunt Diantha's pale

cliveks, and for an instant a petulant rejoinder
{tremblad on her wongue,  Bat she clioked it hack,
I “No, no, dear, not your  handkerchief!™
dexteronsly gathering up, as she spoke, the big
" na; kin over which the coffee had poured itself,
“Reach me my bag,

~and placing it i her plate,

cstuear on the trout breadtl of Miss
pretty travelling suit,

o M wish you had
she exclained with

s saw the
Hthaway's
*Oh, how sorry | am!
mover brought such a gitl!
tears in ey exes,
Miss Hathaway, who hald taken a sponge from
her handbag aud was rabbiog the spot with clear

water, glanced up, wirle the slight remins of
borintation took wing as slie saw the distress
cof wr sicee,
¢ My darlime” a smile breaking throngh now,
Bow can you think sach a thing of your aunty!
EDon't feel so badly: 1 this water Jeaves a spot. 1
Bave miaterts! enongll for a new dress wt howe, ™
SWas tlere ever st mur-
mured I iy overflowg, “Can't
Iadry it o with thos elean handkerchief!™
CThanas yoa, dear, bat T have ancold ene here
| Lean use. Druink your cotlee now, Lefure it guts
quie cold, and ty and eat something.*

hoa sweet aunty!

for eyes

1 can't nnless you take some breakfast, ton,”
ssaid Elste, She looked so downeuast that theugh
+ Miss Hathaway had lost all desire £ hreakiast,
she deternined to gratity her charge.

CWell, Pl take a cup of coffec—in a different
way, this time " —-with her silvery laugh that

sound Al like music in posr Elsie's cars, *and a
voll, but that's a't T eonld have managed, even if
we hadn't had this wnshap®*

Llste's appetite was gone, too, and after they
had swallowed their coffee and a roll apiece, they
left the d
recover her sp ity for a time,

ng-car, the young girl too suhdued to

She guessed what
a triad it must fuve been 1o Miss Hathaway,
duinty as s white roseleat, to bave that accident
happen to her pretty gown, and Lairly adored her
for her gentie forhearance,

SWhat s the so et of it all, T wonder? mnused
Elsie, who had coaxed Aunt Dianthas to take the
nap she so much peeded, assunng Ler that she

Lddid not fo b a it sleepy herselt,  As soon as tge
! hittle tady dropped off, Elsie gently Lid her head
; apon her own strong young shoulder, where she
had placed a f Led shawl  As she

woned with

| Pl
I Elsie sprang for the bag, and gave it to her
tanst, hier beart sinking more and wmore as she |

“Well, if to be a saint—1 suppose mamma
i meant a Christian~—is to be hke her, I could
| alinost wish to become one myself, I a Christian!
 Now I would have ! ughed at the idea two
Cweeks ago!  Oh, dearest annty, von have taught
i we s mnch already, perhaps yon may teach me
"t believe in Gad, a God whom 1 can love and
trust!”
(70 be Continned. )

New Brunswizk Convention.

The tenth annual session of this body will he
Cheld with the Oak Bay churel, Charlotte Co.,
beginning on Friday, Sept. 25th at 10 a. m,
Delegates coming fiom 8t John will take the N,
B Scuthern. on Carleton side, at 7.50 a. m,,
carriving at Oak 3ay at 1 po m Those coming
from the west side of the provinee by ¢, P, R,
will arrive in St. Stephen 130 a0 m.; then
taking the N. B, Southern for Ouk Bay, five
miles distant, will reach there at 2,30 p. nt.

D legates attending the Convention will have
abandant tun s also to take m the Young People's
moetings in 8t John, Tuesday and Wednesday,
zgth and 3oth, oo their return that way,

The programme of excrcises for the Conven-
tiow and fuller traveling  arrangements will be
announeed later,
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1<t Johuston Charch, $2 oo
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Va fecling of minglod reverence and protection nto

the pale, swert face, the thought came to her

xain and again: “What is the secret of her
beantiful it
vshe is lovddy by natare, of conrss, but some-

;limc\ it oseoms as if thiere were some secret in-
. fluence at work I ca not understand.”  Then a
- recollection flashed upon her.  “Was it
" Duantha 1 heard mamma langhing about to my
stepfother when T was scarcely nine years old?

s Yes, 1 oremem'er now, distinetly; she said, *Oh,

? Mirs, Fairclild has brought Aunt Diantha up to

i e a saint like herseli: you would find it a fearful |
{ bote to have her here!™’

|

“She did not know her—she must have loved
hier if she had!  Yet her own sisters do nit seem
to care mach for Auat Diavthy anl M s Shll-
drake looks down upon her, aud lords it over her

passing, a hasty movewent of her arms upset “Wf

Aunt

5

- Kars Chureh, 73

: Total, $54 39
Aug. 181, 1903, 4
Personals.

Rev. Alexander White, { rmer pastor of Main
St isat present snpplying Coliege St churceh,
 Toronto.  We wish our brother every success in
| the west,

Rev W. W. Field of Hatfield s Poi King's
. Cosapplied Hampton Village, and Norton on
26thiast | in the absence of the pastor, Mr, Shaw
who was on vacation,

Rev C. W. Townsend visited Salisbury on 26th
26th just | exchanging with Pastor Daires, He
also lectured on Monday evening to a large an-
dience, his subject being **Marriage and Giving
in Marriage.” Those who heard the lecture
sp ak of it as ckaracterized by rich humor as well
as fille | with homely truths interspersed throngh-
out. Bro. Townsend has much of the genius of
Johu Ploughman and turns his talent to good
account,




