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THE CANADIA
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easy when you know how. Study the
nature of the bees. Be out in your bee-
yard whenever you have leisure time and
get acquainted with your bees. Most all
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honey when smoke is blown into the hive
and when filled with honey will remain
at home and will not leave for the fields
to gather homey for a whole day. A
strong colony of bees will store from ten
to fifteen pounds of honey in one day.
We should give the bees all the help we
can to store honey when the honey flow
is on. A bee-keeper also should never
blow smoke into the hive when putting
on surplus boxes or when taking off sur-
plus boxes. When using a smoker, do
not fill it with old cotton rags, shavings
or dry, rotten wooc. This makes too hot
a smoke. When hot smoke is blown
among the brood it kills the life germ of
the larve. This makes a bad smell in
the hive, and worries the bees, so that
they dwindle down and will not prosper
as they should. The best thing I have
ever used to burn in a bee-smoker is hee
fungus. This fungus grows on the out-
side of old maple stumps, and is the
shape of a half-moon, and is white on the
under side and of a punky nature. Dry
it and cut up in small pieces about two
inches square. A smoker filled with this
fungus will burn for a long !ime and
make a mild smoke and not too hot to
do any harm to the bees and brood, and
will quiet the bees in less time than any
kind of smoke I have ever used. Never
blow tobacco smoke in a hive; it stupe-
fies the bees and retards their work. I
would just say to young men who take a
fancy to bee-keeping, before commencing
to keep bees, if you are in the habit of
using tobacco and drinking whiskey, you
had better lay aside this bad, filthy
habit, as the breath of such a young man
is very offensive to the bees. You know
the good Book tells us to cleanse our-
selves from all filthiness of the flesh, and
what is more filthy to the bees than to
have a young man smoking tobacco in
their sight? They are most’ sure to go
for him and use their sharp weapons to
drive him out of the bee-yard. You know
the little Italian chaps are tidy house-
keepers, and like a nice tidy cottage to




