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INTERFERENCE IN POLITICS. day lift, as well as undermining the 

fundamental principles uf church and 
state. The Toronto l*lobe has been lately 
telling our clergy, not without some de
gree of clerical unction, that they should 
put their own house inoider before enter
ing oil any crusade against the politician 
and his special methods of self-seeking. 
But the fact that some of these very

... . ... . • special methods of the politician haveto see ,f he can happily find m -hem some ^ ^ j|)|0 Mimc our rlluIch
warrant for the ceremony of anoint,nB the c wU|) ^ clerjcil| cilucusei anU

.. .1» «0. * »,. ssssxsau  ...trrt : zancient tradition. The chapter on -The Mrramgenl. A ministe, „f the Methodist •' Christian morality s to avoid entering
Present Distress" shows that there is 'eal Church lately delivered himself of the «he lists with the politician s » u s
trouble in the Church that must be faced statement that a man to be a man had lhvsc samc methods arc «ou w h 1 L 
and dealt with thoroughly; those on alw,yT«o be better than the clothe, he mas er, o the situation with society ,n a 
• The Discourtesies of Criticism” and "The wears, so a church to he a true church pretty had w ay to o a t n c c y 
Confusion, of Criticism” intensify the had always to rise superior to it, theology, "ec'p Vhe^iLdcnce of I he
impression thus created of discord and jn ;ts efforts to bring man to the very ... .
contro, rsy. !" the following chapter. firs, step of angelhood. No church can " ™ U*nhZhcrs. Ihe'pi.Hfiers of the

„ ... . „ . u. . . I .. ,,, reiorm. veremunjr >• or aynian, cannot afford at any time orCriticism and The Historical Method articles of reform, must not engross the > ’ i.eumstances ,o coquette wi.h
which may well serve, for many, a, an Mention of any church, .he one as oP- / s| form, ^nd ir ;iny
introduction to and an apology for leg,It- po,ed to the other ; though ,n these days, Jlrom the fear of his rari<hiom
mate Bible Critic,sm with so little of the medieval about them, *-|s maJc ,|and y lllc

The chapter on - The Essence of Pro- a runn;„g away lrom Ihc practical to- |ilicia„ ihc indiscrclionsof the politician 
teslantism" is refreshing and stimulating. wards ,be medieval, begins lo look more are nevur |jk |y Ul sland „f him or
It contains the kind of teaching that is or |ess ||ke a waste ol time and energy. b|s example. It is my intention, with 
much needed at the present day when so Nor need there be any quarrel with your permission, to present in further 
many seem to think that Protestants credulity and doctrinal anatomizing, while articles some practical suggest ons as to 
should be content to repeat in a mechanical our ministers grow more and more how the church in taking part in their 
fashion the formulas that have come down anxious every day about the wayward- crusade against all evil, might Iv Ip out. 
from the past. Professor McFadyen nesses 0f men In some of our denomi- without bringing the priesthood out of 
shows that we still need not merely the nation, there have been organized special ^r™vS
words but the spirit of Luther. In ex- reform agencies, which cannot hut tendL.ncirH lhat have the open sanction of 
amining such questions as 'Christ and recommend themselves through their ouf po|iliciani a, c|cction times, mid 
Criticism,” “Criticism and the Super- practical functions of checking open vice, which are committing more of a havoc in 
natural,” “Criticism and Inspiration”, one ant| making of no effect the unwritten our constituencies and communities than 
another faces the supreme difficulties of law, that what the n any do ought to be intemperance or similar vices, Indeed, 
the situation. We are not prepared to allowel fo justify it self by a vote. Now with Ontario specially in view just for 
say that he has solved all the great what tbe many do in the political world the moment, everybody is beginning to 
problems that are found in this region, on either side of partyism is in many cases ask why it is that a man may continue to 
for that would be to trive a full and final whal shou'd exist neither as a written o, b«- ^"wn^and “viM-iges 'aftertuying or 
philosophy of the! Christian religion. But unwritten la.v ; and hence if minister of ie|,. „ vot'e or mlkh.g'undue profit out
he ha, attacked the problems vigorously, the y0spcl or editor of a religious journal, of {q;c undertakings, and yet he driven 
he has stated the conclusions to which he while undertaking the exposure of the from the same class if he he found to he 
has been led after much painful thought, obliquities of conduct in party politics is a thief or rowdy. There is a discrimination 
and does so in such a way as to be to be called “interfering in politics,” then in such a state of allairs that surely any 
helpful to those who are grappling with ,bere can be no misfortune in the under- clergyman may busy himself with, with- 
similar difficulties. ,akmfr Hence I trust that you will not out stain!ig his clerical function -with

In a short book-review we have not become fajnt-hearlcd but assist in the anything like an indiscretion,
space to pursue ii detail any of these . , niir:eca,;„n *n a worlL lbc warrant for a closer
discussions ; but because we believe that, w“r* „p, mnre examination of our politics in Canada isin the intellectual sphere, there is a con- We all know that no subject ,s of more ,o be had in the llii;hvr function of the 
siderable “gulf' between the old and the Publ,c interest at the present moment ptopbel „f the parish, and to quicken 
new positions we are glad to see men than the shaky condition of the standards these functions is surely of more moment 
of high culture and catholic spirit devot- of morality as they are to be met with in to a church than the formulating of a new 
ing themselves to the woik of mediation many of our political circles of to-day. sacrament, 
and reconciliation. II there are a large The ethical fact of the awful retrogression
number connected with our Church who needs no emphasizing in view of what has .
take no interest in matters of such vital becn happening in Ontario, and Commenting on a sentence in these
importance, that is to their shame, and . y. ... . . continue to happen in columns a couple of weeks ago, the
not to their credit The mi n who gave what is likely to continue to nappe Presbyterian Witness says : “Bartizanthe Presbyterian Church its character6and every province of the Dominion, in (ee,jng runs high in Ontario. Two gentle 
in early days shaped its destiny, were imitation ol what is going on every day mtns names have Ii come familiar with 
keen in intellect as well as devout in at Ottawa and elsewhere. The clergy ihc public—not without reason, Hon. Mr.

have been warned again and again that Stratton and R. R. Uamey. Both have 
it is little short ol a public indiscretion friends and admirers : each has keen foes. 

Man’s illusions are an exhaustless (or them to lake part in politics, though The Dominion Prbsbytbrian does not 
source of happiness. When he does not tbcy bave the right of citizenship to resent approve of either of these gent eman 
find the desire of h,s soul in the thing, wi|b. Bu? no one is surely so at Church Socials We agree
around him or in the products of hi. labor forbid our clergy and our "lth our Contemporary that the alia
his Illusions are canal to the occasion, audacious as to lorbid our clergy ami o between these gentlemen was not well
Said Louisa May Alcott, “Far away there ch“rch c0“r,s from lakmg p“? wound up ! Ontario is our P. emier pro
in the sunshine are my highest aspira- P-'B" against the spirit and habit of Vmce, and she plight to set before tho
lions. I canno' reach them, but I can corruption that is making havoc of our other proem -.n . .e tl.at shall 
look up and see their beauty, believe in politics, and at the samc time is eating teach the infinite worth of righteousness 
them and try to follow where they lead," into the liv» and practises of «he every nrd truth,

pang of parting with them. But in part
ing with the things that can be shaken, The misfortune of taking part in politics 
one may be confirmed all the more in the for t|,ejr purification is no misfortune, not 
things that abide." _ even to such a paper as the Dominion

We can, after careful examination, say i»REsbytbrian. A minister of the Church 
that all through the volume Professor 0f England has lately issued a pamphlet 
McFadyen has been true to the spirit that on thc que8tjon 0| "Extreme Unction," 
manifests itself in this passage. He faces in wh;ch he wornes the Ancient Fathers 
squarely each difficult question as it antl the doctrine 0f Apostolic Succession, 
arises, he reproves levity and irreverence.
Wherever he finds them he boldly states 
his own conclusion and deals as tenderly
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heart.
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