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The Quiet Hour. -
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Paul's Farewell to Ephesus.

S. S, LESSON.—Acts 20 0 28380 April 5, 1903

Goroesy - Text. Aots 200 35 Remember
the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, 1t s
more blessed 1o give than to recenve.

BY REV JAMES W FALCONER I} D HATIFAX NS,

Take heed unto yvonrselvesr, v, 28 \We
cannot be wise and skiltul leadors in the con.
flict with evi], unless we have trained our-
seive to ol the ticies and resist the sssaults
of the tempter on the buatle ground of cur
own hearts.  The measure of our influence
over others depends upon the keeping up
the strength of our own spiritoal life by per-
sonal devotion and  private prayer. It is
those who g from the secret place of God's
love, who lift their tellows into holier places,

And to all the flock, v. 28 The law of
Christ's kingdom is the law of service,  We
never teel the claim of this low so strongly
as when we have entered into the fellowship
ol the Savieur,  Welearn from Him, that
the church is one fl ¢k and that each mem.
ber has a claim upon our sympathy and
helpfulmess.  He teaches us that our
look should be wide, embracing all the world
“And oiher sheep 1 have, which are not of
this foid : them also T must bring, and they
shall hear my voice ; and there shall he one
fold, and one shepherd,” John 100 16,

The church of God, v. 2f We should
love the church and count 1t one of the
greatest honors of our life that we helong 19
it.  We have been called into ite fold in or-
der that we may improve aind strengthen it
Chi'dren by baptismi are already members of
the church, and should be tanght to under.
stand the privilege of such membership, so
that, when they come to years of diseretion,
they may ou'wardly confess their faith in
Christ and actively share in the blessings of
the church,

Which he hath purchascd with his own
blood, v. 28,  The great cost at which God
has redeemed the church is the guarantee
that He will not allow any power to destroy
it and that He will at last deliver it from
evorything that is evil.  Even “the gates of
hell sha!l not prevail against it,” Matt 168

Speaking perverse things, v. 30, Some
times a great railway disaster, involving the
loss of much property and many lives, has
heen due to the blundering of some man in
showing wrong cignals. The responsibilitics
of Christlans are great, and if they are giving
wrong impressions about Christ the blame
that rests upon them is heavy.

I commend you to God, v. 32 There
are men to whom we would trust anything,
our money, our life, our reputation, If
men are in s many cases worthy of the ut-
most trust and confidence, haw much more
ready we should be to rely upon the promis
es of God, whose faithfu'ess has never fail !

Which is able to build you up, v. 32. By
the influence of His Soint, by the terchings
of His word and by all the exveriences, joy-
ful or sorrowtul of their lives, God, the great
Architeet, is bimlding up the characters of
His people intea beantitul and  stat ly
structare He knows just what is required
to hring every grace of character and every
capacity of service to its fu | perfectioe, We
have but to yield our lives to Him, and they
will grow daily in strength and benty,

Togive you an inheritance, v. 32 How
d.ffereut is the  heavenly inhentance, from

onte

those of earth ! In the case of carthly in
heritances, the share of each heir decreases
as their pumber increases. Pt each of
those who share in the heavenly inheritance
finds his riches of joy increasing as others
claim thair portion.

1 have coveted, v 33 The spirit of love
leads us to rejice in the happiness wnd pros
penty of others, s heartily as f they  were
cur own, It keeps us from grudging 1o
others possessions which may be greater than
our own, and sets us tree from all envy

It is more blessed to give than to reccive,
v 35 In India they tell the story of a great
king who employed a skilful builder to erect
n the mountains of snow a splendid  palace.
Iut the builder, instead of spendins the
king's money on the palace, used it ard all
his own in feeding the people of the neigh-
porhood, who were starving on account of a
great famine,  The angry king was about to
put the builder to death, when he was «hown
in a dream, a palace in heaven more magnie
ficent than any on carth, called the “Palace
of Moreful Deeds,” wiheh  had been built
with his  money, and which should endure
when all earthly things had passed away.
The lesson of the siory is that the life which
1s spent in the service of Christ will bring a
reward of true and  enduring  blessedness
Nothing is ever wasted which is given to
I‘“".

Prayed with them, v 36 Life is contin-
ually a meeting and parting ; and death s
the most solemn and trying ot all our fare
wells. The only parting that leaves no re-
gretis that which follows upon a life of use-
fulness and duty.

Glimpses of Missionery Life in
Allahabad
Mrs. Grace writes :—* Just a litle while

ago, Muss Todd called of the Union
W oman’s Mission, she always does me good.
She read me a letter from a Burgate woman
recently baptized.

*This woman had been under christian
influence at a missionary school many years
ago, but was taken away (o be married.
During a very unhappy married hfe, she
came to feel that Christianity was nothing
else God would never have 1eft her to suffer
as she did

“Then she studicd Hinduism—had a
gurn, 1. e, a spiritual teacher, to instruct her
But at last she saw the baseness of the man's
nature, and with that left Hinduism al-
together 10 study  Mohammidanisin. She
read the Koran, and was fully instructed 1n
its teachings.

* But she fell i!l, and was sent to the
hospital, while there she saw a Christian die,
That sight brought back to her mind the
Christian teachings of her school days, and
she sent for the lady missiovaries in charge
and was soon eager 1o he baptized.

“But thore was one hindrances A little
nicee in the same Z nana was left a widow
through the pligue, and she hingered 10 be
with her until after her little baby came,
that she mocht eare for the girl she and she
alone loved, tor her brother, who was over
them was cruel to them both,

* Finally she was haptized and  of course
had to leave the Zenana at onee, and beeame
a I:ble woman under the guidance of the
fady missionarics, and is now being much

used of Gud,

“In the meanwhile her brother’s ven.
geance is being wrecked on the mission. He
has tricd to spuil their school, even bringing
a cart in which to drive the children 10 a
Hindi  school instead, and nfluencing
educated Hindus to forbid the ladies of the
mission an entrance to their Zenanas.  He
has even written letters to the native press,
complaining of the carrying away of his sister
by Christians

* But all this has really done her gond. It
has proved to the people among whom  she
1s working that her motives are pure, not, as
they at first suppose, merely a desire for
wonsy or to be mary agan.  This per-
secution has made them understand that she
jerume.  *Now,' she says , ‘some ca'l me

Daughter some Sister and some Mother'

Lord's Day Week.

APRIL 1926,

“Lord’s Day Weck™ has won as promin.
ent a place in the thought of Evangelical
Christianity as the Woek of Prayer—through
out at least the Anglo Saxon world.  In

drtan, United States and Canada it is qune
generally observed, Tt always begins with
the first Sundy after Easter  (12th Apnl)
All societics having for their object the pres.
ervation of the Lord’s Doy have united in an
earncst  call for the observance of the 25th
Lord’s Day Week on the above dates,

Someone may ask “Why a Lord’s
Week at all” ?

We may answer @ —

1. Because there is special need of a re-
vival of reverence jor the Lord's Day.

The Divine authority of the Sabbath law 1s
called in question or openly Cenied

The Day itself is chserved by many, even
Chuistian people  with growing looseness,
Autendance at Divine service is giving place
to general reading, social gatherings or
pleasure sceking.  What wonder, thercfore,
if the worldly and non relizious without hesi
tation or apology made the Holy Day of God
a holiday of the world 2

It God’s Day be dishonored neither  His
Word nor His Name nor other sacred thing
will long be revered.  Does the 2oth Cen-
tury necd anything more than a  revival  of
reverence ?

2. Because there is serious danger of the
Lord’s Day, asa national Canadian Institu-
tion, being seriously impaired, and of its be
coming a day ot business and toil for large
numbers of the people

Many corporations yicld to the ‘pressure
of business” and make use of the Lord’s Day
to get relief and 1o increase their profits.
Especially is this true of foreign  concerns,
which, not content with an effort to secure a
lion's share of o phenominal natural wealth,
openly scout our religious convictions ar1
dety our laws,

Imported labor, too—American, European
and Asiatic—is ready too often to enter
scven-day-in-the-week  bondage  for  the
money there is in it, and not a few Canadi-
ans will work on the Lord’s Day rather than
risk losing employment,  Between 100,000
and 150000 In Canada already have no
Sabbath rest !

3. Because a general effort, at one season
throughout the country, by all who value the
Lord's Day is bound to make an mpression
upon the public mind that will last.

How shall we observe *Lord’s Day Weck’?
What use can we make 1t ? 1o cther years
it hus been used in the follwing ways, which
may be revarded as suggestions 1o those de-
s ring sueh ;

1, Sprcial sermons are preached on the

Day




