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books, and papers ; and by his orders, Colum­
bus, with his brothers Diego and Bartholomew, 
were put in irons. What a burlesque on na­
tional gratitude was this outrage ! The man 
who had led Europeans to an acquaintance 
with America, actually put in manacles by a 
miserable instrument of the Spanish govern­
ment ! Overcome with emotion, Columbus was 
thus led on board a ship, which waited to 
receive him. On arriving on board, an officer 
charged with the duty of attending on him 
and his brothers offered, with considerate hu­
manity, to remove the 
irons from his prisoners ; 
but the admiral refused, 
saying that they were put 
on by the command of 
their majesties, and should 
remain till removed by the 
same authority. These 
irons Columbus afterwards 
preserved as relics.

The rumour was no 
sooner circulated at Cadiz 
and Sevilla that Columbus 
and his brothers had ar­
rived loaded with chains, 
and condemned to death, 
than it gave rise to a burst 
of public indignation. The 
excitement was strong and 

! universal ; and messengers 
! were immediately dis- 
: patched to convey the in- 
I telligence td Fetdinand 

and Isabella. The sov- 
I ereigns were moved by 

thi: exhibition of popular 
feclin/, and were offended 
that their name and au­
thority should have been 
used to sanction such dis­
honorable violence. They gave orders for the 
immediate liberation of the prisoners, and for 
their being escorted to Granada with the re­
spect and honor they deserved. They an­
nulled, without examination, all the processes 
against them, and promised an ample punish­
ment for all their wrongs. At his first inter­
view with the sovereigns after his arrival, Co­
lumbus was so overcome that he threw him­
self at their feet, where he remained for some 
minutes drowned in tears, and unable to speak 
from the violence of his sobbings.

Columbus, however, was not re-appointed to 
his command in Hispaniola. Bovadilla, it is 
true, was superseded ; but his successor was 
Don Nicholas de Ovando, a Spanish cavalier. 
It was represented to Columbus that this ap­
pointment was only temporary, and that as 
soon as the colony was in an orderly condition, 
he would be reinstated in his privileges. In 
the meantime, he was to undertake a fourth 
voyage of discovery. In consequence of the 
knowledge which he had obtained on his pre­
vious voyages—as well as from the voyages of 

the numerous adventurers 
who followed him—of the 
extent of the American 
continent, connected with 
the announcement with 
which Europe was then 
ringing, of the final ac­
complishment of the great 
feat of the circumnaviga­
tion of Africa by Vasco da 
Gama in 1497, the genius 
of Col um bus had conceived 
a new project, or rather a 
modification of his former 
one. This was the disco­
very of some strait lying 
between Hoduras and Pa­
ria, in about the situation 
of what is now known as 
the Isthmus of 1 )arien and 
leading into the Indian 
Ocean. Having discov­
ered this strait, he would 
sail through it, coast along 
the Indies to the shores of 
Arabia, and either sail up 
the Red Sea, and travel 
overland to Spain, or re­
peat Vasco de Gama’s feat 
the reverse way, and reach 

Spain after having circumnavigated the world. 
Such was the gigantic scheme with the 
thoughts of which the great old man regaled 
his declining years. We mistake the character 
of Columbus if we sup|x>se him merely to 
have been a man of extraordinary courage, 
coupled with what we usually understand by 
the term intellect He had perhaps one of 
the most daring and fanciful imaginations. He 
regarded himself as a |>ersonage expressly pre­
destined by Heaven to discover a new world, 
and prepare the way for the recovery of the

Columbus’ monument at <;enoa.


