
PREFACE

The story of the Great War (1914-1918) has already passed into the volumnes
<if history and there are inany pges dealing with Canada's part in the fray,
telling mostly of her exploits in the field and the valor and coîurage of her
solders, which ail true Canadians feel cannot be too greatly emnphasized or tua

hîhypraised. Yet we would flot forget tlie splendid part playied hîy "Canada-
&t'~homne" during those crucial years--of those who remained ta keep the wheels
Of~ ilidustry whirring nighit and day, those who planted and garnered the' grain
anid the inighty organizations within the country, that kept the business of the
4atýiiî ruaning smoothly and efficiently while tliousands and thousands of the

fi Itof her înanhood, at the eall of dutv, poured out of the country to the
4nlîiliîeatre of the conflict.

Anarng these organizations within the country' there were prohably none
Whieh had a greater burden tlirust upon them than the Railways of Canada.

r),on themn fell the task of carrying men fron tlie north, the wouth, the east.
"'Id the wet-f rou eveTry nook and corner of tliùs vast country to our Atlantic
sefpOrts that týhey nîight sal away to the Great Adventure. They were carried
by thousands, week after week, and niontlî after inonth, and stili the eall came
tliat ntore be sent within as short a 1 ieriod of.time as possible, and the steel
rils, up and down, and across Canada, literally sang to the tune of war as
aine long he-avy train after another rushed along witli its îîreiious burden o>f
uilirnan f reight and its heavy loads of munitions, steel, foodstuffs, clothing and
()1ther conmnodities eontributed hy the Dominion. With tlie end oif hostili-
t I, ';Iipload after shipload of war-searred heroes landed at, the Altantic port's.
SUuletimes several thioîsan<îs a we'l< camei and hadl to be traasported by rail tii
their homes as speedily as plossible.

teThe task was a hereulean une. It ineant that cadi and every mnember of
hugreat railway organizations had to put ail his energy into the task of the
1io1i and be ready for any call wliether il came by nÎght or day in order that the
5 »mI rnight nîcasure up) to what the nation expeeted of it. It meant a hundred~~dOne thîngs that the general public lias never realized.

-And, so that the Archives of tlie Past may lîold a permanent and tangible
reeord of the contribution of the Railways of Canada, in the Great War, and
thlat emulayes of the "National" lines mnay reahize that their efforts during the

stesand strain of thc war years have not been forgotten, this littie volume is
Piuisented to the public by the Canadian National Railways with the hope that
't 41aiy bco f sîmeeial interest to l'Young Canada".


