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. such real distress th

out England that the stolid
awere at last stnnc to open d
1 tmn with their gocial uogdit;o 8,
Ai'new bass of  consti tutional ad-
m,naintion was ntcded—hy rne peo-
plé for the people.
i _}Iho“tlme eing’ ripe for. chinge it
be regarded as providential that
n@ masterfui son of kings . was sent
Jhien to England’s throne, ‘but a girl,
sens’ble and sympnthf'hc With a high
phroeptvon of “duty “drfd “with tact
that ‘made it casy for heg to settle
into the position British 'iovM‘élgns
 must oecupy in fu ure, With the na-
tural :deforcnce of her sex to maseu-
line Judgmcnt she permitted hdrsel(
and ‘the nation:to be riled by her
subjects through fer  “statesmen,
These men upon whom the duty'of
reorgan zation developed ‘wore  alive
to their new respons.bilities, The
traditional joyalty of Englishmen to
their rulers was heightened; too, by
8 strong flavor of chivalry, The
image of the girl-Queen, of thé de-
voted wife and mother, and later the
bathetic little figure in black—al-
ways a striking example of virtue
in publie and private jife—pat Down-
ing street upon its honor. So that
back ol its ponderous michinery of
office and ved-tapesm it js the most
hanorable of governmonts among the
great nat‘ons to-day.

When Victoria asesnded the throne
it was to find the masses demanding
efficient frapchise laws and better
education. A widespread commercs
that had grown steadily since Eliza-
beth’s reign required reéllable home
government to sustain its prestige,
Matters relating to labor und the
relief of the poor clamoured for ad-
. Justrient, Ag these questions came
up one by one for settlemsnt—de-
liberately, as' is England’s wont—
the well known wishes of the sov-
-greign ‘exerted a Strong, if silent in-

fluetice Mor the betterment of social

conditions among the mass>s, When

a aatmfactor_y system ‘of home-gov-

ernment, -had been eatablished in the
- Motherland, uew dnterest in the

colonjes was awakened, and Victoria,
crowned Queen ¢f Groat Britain and

Ireland, died ghe Save,lmaf aunit-

ed world-wide Emp're.

This fact, perhaps, rather than . the
initiation: of social reforms Will give
Victoria’s’ dong jreign ifs ﬂlstmctmn
in lutor,y. ‘It ‘was an age bf Im-
perial tbought as well as ‘social ad-
“wvance, and the uncbtrusive figure on
Epgland’s throne was 4  potential
factor for all that km;d.ed to
strengthen the Empire,:

THE 87. PETERSBURG TRAGEDY.

The mews from St. Petersburg
makes a4 Onptlc writing jas yet,
which all the world is trying to read.
s’ it nttee; disorder arlu}ng out of a
‘Btrike, or is it—Reévolation? I8 it a
Home‘fmﬂrmt or is ;t an attank on

. ¢ e

the Bastilef

Barshly with what ' pur-
zathermg of

olasses more than any other ' ‘gne
thing; but the shootmz ‘down of
workingmen,  who -merely wished to
approach the *“Little Father" with
a filial petition, is just such an aot
as will dispel this belief and open the
way for revomtmnary propuganda

The next steps in the tragedy will
reveal much of its meaning. We are
told that the soldiers have been gen-
erally ‘loyal so far. thoagh one de
spatch relates that a few hundred
men threw down their arms at the
bidding of tbe people. But a’'most
significant comment on thxs general
loyalty is that the troops in Moscow
and other great centres are not of
the same class as these loyal regi-
ments ‘in St. Petersburg: . The St.
Petersburg: soldiers are looked upon
generally as the “erack corps” of the
army, their officers -bzing wealthy
aristocrats and the men 'being re-
cruited from the better classes: These
troops will have a class sympathy
with the court and against the peo-
ple, which will maks it as nataral for
them to be loyal *as for regiments
drawn largely from the masses to
follow the example of the old French
Guard- and go oversto the revolu
tionists. Consequently we may not
be told of the same readiness of the
soldiery to fire on the people if we
are asked to read actbounts of rioting
in other cities,

That real trouble at home must
paralyze the armies on the Shakhe,
is plain enough. The Government

had as large a task as it could carry,

keeping the fighting line supplied
with ‘men, food and ammunition be-
fore its attention was diverted by
domestic trouble; and now, with the
yictorious ‘and’ resourceful Jar foro-
ing the pace, snd with spring bring-
ing the prospect of far Kreater ac-
tivity, it is diffioult. to see how the
Russians can maintain the struggle.

They have to choose between a
southern gport “and 'a = northern
erown, y :

As for the outside world, . Gérmany
is undoubtedly the most directly in-
terested. if-there dsegeal trouble ih
the air, And rmany js the one
nation which can effeotively' inter-
vene, Still the experience of Ger-
many .and the ‘rest of Burdie with
their efforts to'set the Freach revo.
tion right, will not ‘nvite' to rash
action—in case a ;opular rising doeg
come, Bntnln at all eyvents, cannot
either gam or lose very much by the
exglosion.” Her sympathies are_sure
to be with the effort 1o estahlish
a freexr ‘government in the land of
the Czars, fhough ‘the! experience of
the French again will' remind us that

her symyathies are apt to bé repélled [

by ' excesses. Stﬂl in any ‘case she

must ‘he ‘a ‘mere sr.eetntor..unlen.
the uction of , Continental, Europe |

threatens  to dlﬂturb the ;balance of
s w.;;..l_
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