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V HEN one writes a letter to .in intimate and a much
loved friend," to iile the language of an eloquent preacher
in his parting addrefs to his flock, " he nfever thinks of the

graces of the compofition. He unbofoms himfelfin a flyle

of perfefl freenel's and fimplicity. He gives way to thp
kindly aflc6iions, and though there may be many touches
of tendernefs in his performance, it is not becaufe he aims at

touches of any kind, but becaufe all the tendernefs fhat is

written, is the genuine and the artlel's tranfcript of all the

tendernefs that is felt. Now, conceive for a moment, that

he wrote his letter under the confcioufnefs that it was to be
broadly exhibited before the eye of the public, ihis would
immediately operate as a heavy rellraint upon him. A man
would much rather pour the expreflion of his fricndfliip into

the private ear of him who was the obje6t of it, than he
would do it under the full flare of a numerous company.
And, I, my brethren, could my time have allowed it, would
much rather have written my earneft and longing afpiration
for the welfare of you all by a private letter to each indivi-

dual, than by this general Addrefs, which neceflaiily expofes
to the wide theatre of the public, all that I feci and all that. I

utter on the lubjctl of mv afleclionate regard for vou."

"With feelings fimilar to thefe, the paper on which you
have taken the liberty to animadvert, was prepared for "the
pulpit, and afterwards committed to the orcfa. ' IVIfhed to

,

" remove

]¥

h >i


