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I lAMinit, CiArtiB II, Ynua 1.

** WhtnfiMr* tka do of th* youf MB wm T«rjr grMt iMlbrt Um Lard; ftw

•bhmnrtd tilt otfning of th« Lord."

We have been reading thii morning of the grieTooi offences of

Hophni and Fhinehaa, ^e font of Bli ; offenoee by which they

deeeorated God'i holy place and profaned the ordinances of Hia

service. In the text the magnitade of their transgression is marked

by the fearful results which followed from it, their *sin ' is said to

have been *yery great before the Lord/ because ^men abhorred

the offering of the Lord.' We must however be careful to obserre

that the consequences of their iniquity are, probably, thus made the

measure of its guilt, only because those consequences were natural

and all but ineTitable--ihe legitimate figll of their condnct-Hi

harvest of evil which reason and conscienc^fuld have taught them

most assuredly to anticipate firom the corrupt seed which they .had

sown. We have incieed no reason whatever to suppose that tiie

Almighty estimates the criminality^of conduct by results of a more

accidental nature. Some very grievous consequence may occasion-

all^ folloiTfrom an act of sin not only without the design^nt to

the bitter regret, of the offender ; and although instances of this

kind may serve the wholesome end of opening our eyes to the

danger of doing anything whatever in violation of the holy law of

God, yet it cannot be supposed for a moment that any such fortu-

itous result can stamp a sinful act with greater guilt than that

which would have attached to it had no such result followed. W'e

must therefore bear in nund that the sin of ikiophni and Phinehas

*was very great before the liord,' beosuse thja abhorrence o| His

offering on ^e {Hurt of the outraged worshipjpers was its natural

consequence, a consequence tdiich the profane priests coidd not

but have anticipated, and which they had learned to contemplate

with indifference. We must also remember that * the state of life

to which it had pleased God to call them ' was in every way calcu-

lated to awaken their conscience-^to quicken their moral percep-

tjons—in respect of the point in question. They coald not easily
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