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ftce. of some hideous monster. I^ a man should tell you
• that the highest destiny he wishes for himself is that of

' becoming a lump of senseless cky, you would look upon
. him with astonishment as a strange and unintelligible ex-
cdption to our.race, or you Mo\M regard him with pity as
a maii bereft of reason.

^ The Christian doctrine of the soul's immortality is cer-
tainly paore consonant to that love of life and that longing
After future good, "those pleasing hopes and fond desires"
which are characteristic of our common humanity. The
practiijal tendency of this doctrine is also most powerful

;
and benign. It is admirably adapted to stimulate man's
inteUectual energies andiio purify his moral aflfectioiis; to
strengthen and reane 'his domestic endearments and his
social sympathies; to jpiom<)te his constant growth in
knowledge and virtue; to inspire him with noble pur-
poses and prompt him to glorious deeds ; to clothe his
mind with fortitude and fill his heart with consolation
amidst the troubles of life ; to deliver him fr6m the en-

^
slaving f4r8 of death, and Enable him to cont^plate His

' removal from earth, not only with the composure of a
smind free from fe^r, but with» gladness of a spirit radi-
ant with hope.

^ The Apodtle Paul was under the purifying and ennob-
ling influence of this great doctrine when be uttered the

. madB ofpur text He exulted in the prospect of a bliss-

fill unmortality. He felt the mighty attraction of heaven
drawing his heart above eveiything earthly. The pros-
pect of being with Ghrist filled his soul with rapture. He
desired to depart," knowing that, "if absent from the
-body," he alumld "be present iHth^ Lord." His hearty
his .treasure, his honHie, were in heaven ; and thither he
looked for the complete fiUfilment of his highest hopes,

.

for the entire satjrfaction of his holiwt affections and do


