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FREFATORV NOTE.

Aft«r tho following di8course was deUvoreU, nevcral ii^rguikH (iiicliiditig lotuu,

of tbe leading Offlcial Members of tho Cburtii) c^tpresiied a deMire for lU pub-

lication, believing that it would not only answtir tiie end for which it was

written, but also oxert a good iuduenoo eUewhiTe. It in in ditfofum-e to tlit>

wiuhoH of these friends that I now give it to tliu pubiii-.

In regard to tho literary chWactei of the production, I have need to cravB

the indulgence of the reader. It\was written in great haHte; and as I judged

it best to publish oply what bad jA^en Hpoken in tlie pulpit, it Ik scut to press

without any alteration or revisionA It will readily be seen that no ivttempt

is made at rhetorical embellishment ; my object was |||ipifi^i^icu a plain

sermon for plain people, and to state as, distinctly as posfiibWwiiot I conceived

to be the Scripture doctrine of Civil Go^rnmcnt, and the duties we owe to it.

Besides this, writing sermons is, to Me, a new taiik,—thiH being tho only

one that I have ever written out in full. It is hoped, therefore, that these

-facta will induce the Itihd reader to be lenient in his criticigms.

A. SUTHERLAND.

IlAXiitoN, Marcb, I860.
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