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38 COTTAGE & FARMHOUSE FURNITURE

adhered closer than ever to the early c-.k examples
of his forefathers. The village craft practically carne
to an end in the fifties, but it was a glorious end, and
It is happy that it did not survive to produce bad
work of atrocious design.

The passing of cottage and farmhouse furniture
may be said to be like the disappearance of dialect.

The modern spirit has entered into village life, the
town newspaper has permeated the coui. try-side and
disturbed the old-world repose. The lover of English
folk-ways and the simplicity of rural life may echo
the line of Wordsworth, " The things that \ have
seen I now can see no more."

In the illustrations of two interiors shown on
p. 39 it will be seen how happily placed the furni-

ture becomes when in its old home. The atmosphere
of these rural homesteads is at once soothing and
restful, and the pieces of furniture had an added
dignity. It seems almost sacrilege to tear such
relics of bygone days from their ancient resting-

place. But the collector is abroad, and few sanctu-
aries have escaped his assiduous attention. The
lower illustration shows the interior of a cottage with
its original panelled walls. This cottage actually has
Tudor frescoes.

The study of old farmhouse and cottage furniture

has not been pursued in this country in so scientific

a manner as in Sweden and in Denmark. The con-
servation of national heirlooms is a matter which
must be speedily dealt with before they become
scattered. It is a point which cannot be repeated too
often. At Skansen, Stockholm, old buildings have.


