
THE INCREASE OF THE FOOD SUPPLY FOR DUCKS
IN NORTHERN ONTARIO.

Ill a previous immplili't puldinlied l>y llie (Jiuiie ami Ki*,liorii'i* iKjpartiiiiiit of
Ontfirio, fiititlftl "The l'o»»il»ilitU'8 ol Northern Ontario a* a Hree.iiiij? (iioumi
lor DmkH," it wa« xliown that there wire prohahly -i.MOO.OOK lu-rex in tlie hikes and
rivers of tliat territory on wliitli etiil.le v»ater plaiils woiiUI j^row. Siiuo that time
the district of I'atricia. with a total area of ahoiit I.'»(),000 s(|nare miles or six-

fevenths the sixe of Northern Ontario as it existeil h'fore this luLlition, has Wa
included. No deliiiite inl'orn ati.tn is ivuilahje of tlie |iereentn;.'e of water-iovered
area in this district. Frt»ni lh«' maps pi lilishod. the pro|M»rtion coveifd hy water
proliahly is somewhere k'tweeii that existinj? in the part east of Tort Artliiir and
north and south of the hcijjlit of land respectively, or from 'i to in per cent. On
the Imsis explained in above mentioned pamphlet this would mean iin addition of
from t.'i(t,(M)(» to o\.r ?,(lO(l,()0(( acres availahle for the ^'rowth of edihie water
plants. In any case it must constitnte a most important iiicrea-c to the diuk
l)ri'edin;; possihilities.

As tlie idea is to pio|)aj.'nte plants which furnish f(M)d for ducks not only in

the fall hilt throughout the entire geafcm durinp^ which the waters are open, we are
pontined to plants which have a continuous <rrowth. and have parts other than the
seed which are cdilde. In the followiii;? descriptions and ilinst rations only some
of the impoitant ones are dealt with, others might form imitter for further inves-

tipation and description at a later time. As it was desirahle to have the aid of a

skilled hotanist. Mr. If. H. Thomson, .\ssociate Professor of Botany, in the Tni-
versity of Toronto, was asked to collect and illustrate the plants in question. The
specimens were taken from Whitewater Lake, near Sudbury, about the middle of

September last year.

Of the plants described wild celery (Viilllsiirnti .v/x'm/f*) is perhaps the mo<t
important, as it provides food at all times of the year, the roots })ein<r available

.Iways, while the leaves ar ide in the early part of the season and the «eed pod
forms a favorite morsel in ilie fall. Tn addition to this it is probaldy able t(»

grow in a greater depth of water tlian the other edible plants and cniisc(|uciit!y can

thrive over a greater area. To grow in ten feet depth is nothing nniHual fo-

the wild celery, and it will thrive in water as shallow as three feet. The mens
it has of propagating itself are iroriKiver very eflicicnt —l)oth by scei! and sending

out suckers—so that it is in all ways a icost desirable plant to iiitrodii(t>. All the

varieties de'crilied here are indigenous in Xorthern Ontario except llie wild celery.

Exi'EiaMENT WITH W^M) Ckt.kry in N'oirnrrRx OxTAnTo.

That this plant will readily grow in Xorthern Ontario can be seen iiy the;

results in above mentioned lake. The fir c attempt to cultivate wild celery in this

water was in 1000 when about half a bushel of pods was obtained from Lake Erie

and some plf. .ts from Lake Ontario. The method used in planting was to wrap
the pods in halls made of clay and drop them in water of tlu^ proper depth, viz:

about four feet. The following year ahnut two bushels of pods were introduced,

and in 1011 about three bushels. By 1012 the wild celery had spread in a sur-

prising manner. Tn many eases it was found half a mile or more from where any
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