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As the result of coiifyrencca in British Columbia, in the States of Wuahingtoii,
'>rotr()n and Ciiliforiiiu. and also in Ilonpr Konfc, Canton, Shantrhui, Tientsin and
I'ckinff, and the perusal of numerous books, reports, and the publications of the (Jhinese
Miiritiino Customs, I am satisfied that a development of trade in the North Pacific
n-ill occur and that Catmda will enjoy an important proportion of that trade. Ilavini?
rcirard to the problems in course of soluti(m on both shores of the Pacific, under con-
litidiis which in effect shorten the distance which separatt>9 them by lessening the time
taken in traversing it, it would appear that the attention of Canada will be directed
ill Krciitcr measure to the Pacific coast and the problems which so immediately affect
lii'r wc-ti'in people. The presence in the Orient of ministers in connection with trade
representing the late Administration is still remembered, and the visit of the pres<'n*.

Minister of Trade and Commerce was warmly welcomed. The devehipment of China
in regard to her understandinf? of the need for western methods and Roods, tofrether
with the rapid Rrowth of population and manufacture in Canada demands that inter-
vals should not he too Iour lietween the visits of ministers or leading oflneers of the
Canadian Service in order that chanf^iu); conditions in rejrjird to trade may be duly
et forth with some decree of authority for consideration in Canada.

I have the honour to be, sir,

Your obedient servant.

R. GRICtC.

Commissioner of Commerce


