Rass Rico outside thé ROM during the 1989 exhibit

ship,” he said in the CBC interview.

Cannizzo concludes her article
with a warning about the directions
museums will go if they refuse ex-
hibits like hers for fear of offending
people.

“Indeed ‘a good museum will
always direct attention to what is
difficult and even painful to con-
template’. Self-censorship will un-
doubtedly make for more ‘tradi-
tional’ displays, and so our museums
will become even less places of
dialogue and critical discourse.”

But according to MacDonald,
museums, while they shouldn’tshy
away from controversy, also have a
responsibility to the communities
which they attempt to represent.

“I can conceive of other situa-
tions in which there were protests
that we would not find a problem at

all, but, if there does seem to be a
legitimate concern in a community
for the way in which they are por-
trayed, then we take that very, very
seriously,” he told the CBC.

And according to Rico,
Cannizzo’s attempt to defend her
exhibitas showing the harm done to
Africa by Canadian missionaries is
hypocritical as she refused to ac-
knowledge any validity in the
coalition’s criticism.

“She has been very disrespectful
of a whole community of people,
even though in her own community
— the museums that refused her
exhibit — she. has been proven
wrong. She still refuses to move an
inch.”

“If the hurt that was caused by
the exhibit was unintentional, why
become so arrogant?”’
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