CUSAD: Black unity

by Andy Marshall

Andy Marshall, president of the
Caribbean Students Association at
York, offers his thoughts about the
Conference for the Unity of Students
of African Descent.

The Black Students Alliance at
the University of Windsor held its
third Conference for the Unity of
Students of African Descent
(CUSAD IIl) on January 5. It
proved to be quite interesting and
was fairly well attended, with
representatives from seven Onta-
rio universities and colleges in
attendance.

The keynote speaker was Dr.
Pedro Noguera, an expert in multi-
culturalism from the University of
California-Berklee. He stressed
the importance of the Pan-Afri-
canist movement and the neces-
sity of advancing the status of
blacks (or Africans) all over the
world. He highlighted the histori-
cal role of students as leaders in
civil rights movements, from the
Black Panthers of the '60s to Tia-
nanmen Square just last year.

He challenged students to fol-
low the lead set in the past, to
challenge the system and push
for what's right. We need to take
matters into our own hands, he
suggested, challenging students
to be political

Guest speaker Dr. Howard
McCurdy also challenged stu-
dents to become politically in-
volved. He presented a workshop
on government politics, suggest-
ing there is room for all of us,
once we are skilled at being polit-
ical. He proposed that the way to

acquire these skills was to be-
come involved in a leadership
capacity of any organization or
students' association and to
accomplish a goal in that capac-
ity. By accomplishing an objec-
tive, by actually doing some-
thing, you have acted in a politi-
cal fashion, McCurdy said. Keep
doing things, and you will be-
come skilled at being political, he
stressed.

Other workshops were given
by Dudley Laws of the Black
Action Defense Committee (When
Justice Fails—the Community
Response); Kwakou Diallo of the
All African Peoples Revolution-
ary Party (Pan-Africanism: The
Role of the Student); Ken Sutter
of the Alliance for Non-Violent
Action (Networking to Fight
Apartheid); Dr. Ramcharran,
ombudsperson for the University
of Windsor (Combatting Racism);
and Dr. Noguera with Dee Bap-
tiste of the Black Students Alli-
ance (Developing an Afrocentric
Curriculum).

The various discussion resul-
ted in some concrete recommen-
dations which the Black Students
Alliance will present in a publica-
tion documenting the weekend
event. Also, the conference en-
couraged a sense of commit-
ment to the struggle. It was a day
well spent and the BSA should be
commended for the fine effort.

If interested in receiving a copy
of the publication of the confer-
ence, contact the Black Students
Alliance at University of Windsor,
401 Sunset Avenue, Windsor,
Ontario, N9B 3P5.

A car’'s convertible top was sliced open in lot 8A on either
January 4 or 5. A radio and six cassette tapes were stolen
Estimated loss/damage is $1,000

A car's convertible top was cut open in lot 1A on or near Sat-
urday January 6. The car's ownership papers and a garage
door opener were stolen. estimated loss/damage is $2,100

A car’s convertible top was forced open in lot 8A over the
weekend of January 6-7. The car's ownership papers and
insurance documents were stolen. Estimated damage is $665

A car was forcibly entered in lot 3B on Wednesday January
10. Hockey equipment and a case of beer were stolen. Esti-

mated loss/damage is $1,700

Library petition opposes GST

by Samantha Winter

ork University libraries
v arecurrently participa-

ting in a nation-wide
petition to exempt books from
the proposed federal Goods and
Services Tax (GST), which library
officials say will result in higher
library costs.

Director of libraries Ellen Hof-
fman predicts that “an increase in
the cost of purchasing books will
result in a decrease of the num-
ber of books the libraries buy."
She added that York students
could be directly affected by
increased book costs since lib-
rary services, such as the new
phone renewal service, may
suffer.

The seven per cent GST was
intended to replace the old fed-
eral manufacturer's 12 per cent
tax and will be levied like a pro-
vincial sales tax on goods and

services. The tax has been at-.

tacked for covering many things
not covered by its predecessor.

The proposed GST would in-
crease the cost of books, which
until this point have remained
tax-free. Currently a full federal
tax exemption applies to books
and newspapers published in
Canada and Hoffman fears the
GST will overturn the traditional
federal tax exemption on these
items.

According to a 1987 study pre-
pared by Woods Gordon Asso-
ciates for the Don't Tax Reading
Coalition, a group representing

Canadian newspaper, periodical
and book publishers associa-
tions, Canadian writers will be
hurt by cheaper import book pri-
ces. The Coalition maintains that
this is in opposition to the go-
vernment’s priority of social and
cultural support for the arts
community.

The study predicted that a 10
per cent increase in prices will
produce a 10 per cent drop in
sales of Canadian literature.

Hoffman said libraries would
be expected to compensate for
the shortage of Canadian-made
books but would also be buying
fewer books. Since libraries can-
not handle the extra budget pres-
sure, she added, Canadian con-
tent in public and university
libraries would shrink.

Communications officer for
the ministry of finance Paul
Geroux said, “In principle [the
GST] should not have an adverse
effect on library purchasing”
because libraries will receive a
rebate on the tax. He said despite
concerns felt by members of The
Don't Tax Reading Coalition,
Geroux feels, “The bottom line is
libraries will not be in a worse
situation under the GST."”

Hoffman said, however, the
rebate may not come directly to
the libraries which purchase the
books and that as of now the
rebate is not certain. She said
libraries will spend so much time
and money on paperwork, keep-
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ing track of the rebate, that they
will spend its equivalent.

According to the study, the
province would receive the re-
bate and then distribute it to the
institutions that have made pur-
chases, if they qualify. The study
states that distributing to individ-
ual institutions would be difficult
and the administrative costs
could be as great as the tax
revenues themselves.

The Canadian Library Associa-
tion (CLA), as a member of The
Don’t Tax Reading Coalition, is
encouraging circulation of a peti-
tion which will be presented to
the federal legislature to encour-
age the zero-rate of tax on read-
ing material. York libraries are
cooperating with the CLA by
posting the petition at the circula-
tion desks of Scott, Steacie,
.Government Documents/Admi-
nistrative Studies, Law and Frost
libraries. In addition, post cards
are available which may be sent
as a personal protest to Parli-
ament.

Petitions will be available for
signature until the end of Janu-
ary. Hoffman has no exact figure
of how many signatures have
been collected in York libraries,
but hopes that "as many as pos-
sible” will add their names to the
list.

Universities across Canada,
including Quebec, are petition-
ing for The Don't Tax Reading
Coalition.
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Microsoft Software Accessories
IBM Software ork Price | Floppy Disks
Microsoft Quick Basic $ 65.00 Sony 3.5" Disks (Box of 10) $19.95
Microsoft Quick C $ 85.00 Sony 5.25" Disks (Box of 10) $10.99
Microsoft Quick Pascal $ 65.00 Sony 5.25" Disks (Box of 10) $24.95
Microsoft Windows 286 $ 65.00 High Density (1.2MB)
Microsoft Mouse PS/2,Serial $ 129.00 KAO 3.5" Disks (Box of 10) $18.95
with Paintbrush (New version) KAO 5.25" Disks (Box of 10) $ 9.50
Academic Editions: 5.25" Disk File $12.50
Microsoft Word $ 149.00 3.5" Disk File $12.50
Microsoft Excel $ 175.00 3.5" Travel Step Cube $ 9.99
Microsoft Works $ 129.00 Power Bar with surge suppressor $19.99
Macintosh Software Letter Quality Paper (2300 Sheets) ~ $ 27.95
Microsoft Quick Basic $ 65.00 Draft Quality Paper (3300 Sheets) $ 27.95
Microsoft Word (Academic Edition) $ 149.00 DeskdJet Paper (500 Sheets) $ 4.95
Microsoft Excel $ 199.00
Microsoft Works $ 129.00 Mégintgﬁh Mgmgry
Miscellaneous 1MB SIMMS (80ns) $149.00
LOTUS Software Micro Yo (Installation extra)
Lotus 123 V2.2 (NEW Version) $ 199.00 - -
Lotus 123 V3.0 (NEW Version) $ 199.00 Macintosh Hard Disk
Lotus Freelance Plus $ 149.00
LiSa Saguitar $ 13500 20MB External $599.00
Lotus Agenda $ 125.00 45MB External $875.00
IBM S?@tems i
WordPerfect V5.1 $ 199.00 R l M ms External
Grammatik il $ 75.00 1200 Baud Modem $159.00
Macintosh System
WordPerfect V1.02 $ 149.00 2400 Baud Modem $269.00

1990 Clearance Sale

Up to 50% off on selected Computers, printers and Peripherals.

I

Quantities are limited, while supplies last.
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11:00 a.m. to 5:
11:00 a.m. to 3:

Prices and availability subject to
change without notic
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