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BY KATHY REID

Set in Yorkshire, England, in
1996, Neptune’s The Memory of
Warer, is a tale ol three sisters with
very different personalities grieving
the loss of their mother.

The play begins on the eve of
their mother’s funeral at her old
house by the ocean. The sisters ar-
rive and the never ending bickering
begins. At first it seemed like the
entire play would be about the dif-
ferent ways in which the sisters go
through the grieving process, but
soon the theme began to branch out
into many different sub-plots and
conflicts such as sibling rivalry, and
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love relationships. As these prob-
lems arise many memories are un-
earthed from the past and brought
into the present.

The eldest sister, Teresa, is a
hippy-esque woman who owns a
health food store. Her husband
Frank 1s a very simple man who
decides to come clean and be bru-
tally honest with Teresa, when he
informs her with much reluctance
that he really hates Woody Allen
movies (which he had previously
pretended to love) and that he
doesn’t want to be co-owner of the
health food store because he thinks
that the idea of organic therapy is
crappy.

Teresa spends most of the
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play fighting with her sisters, yell-
ing, criticizing and bossing around
Frank. I found all of this quite amus-
ing — I particularly enjoyed when
Teresa got incredibly intoxicated
and decided to tell anyone who was
near just where to go.

Mary , the middle sister, is a
very self-absorbed doctor with a
love for the finer things in life such
as champagne and trips to Paris. She
1s having an affair with Mike, a very
famous doctor who has a wife and
three kids. Pregnancy troubles are
in a spur in their relationship when
Mary announces that she is preg-
nant. Mike doesn’t want to have any
more children — in fact, he never
wanted them in the first place.
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The youngest sister,
Catherine 1s my personal favorite.
She is a very eccentric, emotional,
boy-crazy nut. Whenever she
speaks it is very loud and continu-
ous and, like her sister, she 1s also
very egocentric. She’s always talk-
ing about her life and problems.
However she adds excitement to the
play by running around like a
chicken with her head cut off.

Catherine’s style of clothing
1s pretty crazy, for example: a short
black leather skirt, pink stockings
and a leopard print jacket to her
mother’s funeral. She also expresses
an obsession with men when she
claims to hate them — We learn she
actually likes men, and had sex with

about 78 different ones.

Overall, I think the play was
solid, it was generally amusing and
very emotional in some parts. It
brings a feeling of nostalgia to
mind, making you want to go back
to the purity of your childhood, usu-
ally lost here at university.

The ¢ :ting was excellent and
the English accents sounded pretty
genuine, although I did detect a
slight Cape Breton accent in
Teresa’s slang. While the characters
got annoying after a while, it really
added to the show as the whole play
consisted of the characters arguing
and screaming at each other. A strik-
ingly realistic portrayal of human
emotions.
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