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Do you mzrzR a full opera 

should be done every year?
It depends on the voices. This 

year we are lucky that we have a 
lot of good ones in the depart
ment. That is why the opera is 
double-cast.

together. There really isn’t time 
to do two. We rehearse in between 
our classes, at night, and on wee
kends, so there really is a lot of 
time and effort that go into these 
shows.

Was this opera originally writ
ten in English?

' No. It was written in Italian 
and should be sung in Italian, 
because the vowels are so much

Do you think opera will catch 
on in Halifax?

In the last couple of years we 
have played to a full house. This 
indicates that Halifax is veryricher. You lose a lot of vowel 

purity when it is sung in English. receptive to this kind of 
The reason it is done in English is 
to make it accessible to the

entertainment.

The Elixir of Love (L’Elisir 
D’Amore)
Comic Opera in two acts by Gae
tano Donizetti
English version by ftuth and Tho
mas Martin

audience. Obviously, not eve
ryone understands Italian, so it 
gives the audience a chance to fol
low the story line. Other than two 
arias that are sung by the tenors, 
everything is in English.

opera. It deals with a love triangle 
between a naive young man, an 
educated, confident women, and 
a police sergeant. At the opening, 
the women, Adina, tells the story 
of Tristan and Isolde in which 
Tristan drinks the elixir of love 
and Isolde falls in love with him. 
The opera shows the young man, 
Nemorino, being given a bottle of 
wine which he believes is a magic 
potion. He thinks it will give him 
enough confidence to win over 
Adina. Meanwhile, Sgt. Bel core 
comes in with his troops and 
sweeps Adina off her feet, but she 
is only using him to get Nemo
rino, the man she unconsciously 
loves.

Opera has a certain style. The 
movement is flamboyant and big, 
yet mostly stationary, and the act
ing is declamatory. Does this 
make it easier or more challeng

ing compared to conventional 
naturalistic theatre?

We had a minor conflict about 
how to stage it. Opera is moving 
away from simply standing and 
singing. We are trying to imple
ment as much movement as pos
sible, but the most important this 
is still the singing. We cannot sac
rifice the music for movement. In 
The Elixir of Love, the music 
calls for movement, and when 
you have that combination it 
makes for a better opera. Jeff Mor
ris, the director, has done this par
ticular piece as a singer, so he 
knows what he is looking for. Jeff 
likes to mix mime and music in 
operas and he is very open to sug
gestions if something is not 
working.

The female lead is triple-cast, 
which means you all have just 
one night each to perform. Do 
you find this difficult and 
frustrating?

Yes. We started to work on this 
in September and it is frustrating 
to have only one night because if 
you blow it, there is not second 
chance. It puts a little more edge 
on your nerves, but if you have a 
chance to perform you take it. We 
also have to say that the reason 
they triple-cast the lead is to give 
everybody an opportunity to pier- 
form, which is the most impor
tant thing.

Is it feasible to perform two 
operas in a year?

No. In the past they have done 
several one-act operas, but those 
do not compare to a full opera. 
We started rehearsals in Sep
tember and some of us earlier, so 
it takes five months to put this

by Danny Robichaud

Recently I had the pleasure of 
interviewing three women from 
the Dalhousie Music Depart
ment. Kristen Kuttner, Heather 
MacKay, and Paula Phillips are 
triple-cast for the lead in the 
comic opera The Elixir of Love 
by Gaetano Donizetti. The opera 
is building up for a climactic 
opening this week. It runs from 
Thursday, January 25, to Satur
day, January 27. It is directed by 
music professor Jeff Morris and 
will be performed in the James 
Dunn Theatre at the Arts Centre. 
Tickets are $8 for students and 
seniors and $10 for adults.

-*• Tell us about The Elixir of 
Love. Is it a romantic or a tragic 
opera?

It is verv much a romantic

•ah

Everyone’s
entitled to your opinion!
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Dal Music serves 
‘The Elixir of Love’
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First Baptist Church Halifax
1300 Oxford Street (across from Shirreff Hall) 

Sunday, January 28
10:30 am. Worship Service
Sermon — Fools for Christ, Rev. Adele Crowell
Music — Gibbons, Mendelssohn, Buxtehude
12:00 pm. College and Careers Luncheon; Topic: Ecumenism
Topic: Christian Values
Wednesday, January 31
7-8 pm. Our Spiritual Journey — Relationships

Rev. John E. Boyd, Minister 
Rev. Adele Crowell, Associate 
David MacDonald, Director of Music
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“No one 
can make 
you feel 
inferior

without your consent. ”
-Eleanor Roosevelt

Black & McDonald Limited
Canada's largest independent electrical & mechanical 
contracting organization

St. John's • Goose Bay • Halifax • Montreal • Ottawa • Toronto • Hamilton 
London • Kitchener • Winnipeg • Edmonton • Calgary • Vancouver

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
Would you like to

- improve your conversational English?
- improve your comprehension?
- improve your grammar?

Volunteers from Intervarsity Christian Fellowship are ready to 
donate their time to help you.
For inquiries call the International Student Centre, 424-7077.
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