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Gazelte
Marches On
by Michael Steeves

For almost a century, longer
than any other college news-
paper in Canada the Dalhousie
Gazette has appeared regular-
ly throughout the college
term. During this period the
University had added many
new courses in Arts and Sci-
ence, created the Faculties of
Law, Medicine, Dentistry and
Commerce: these school have
read the Gazette, contributed
to it, and remembered it as one
of the symbols of unforget-
table, irreplacable, college
years.

The beginnings of the Dalhousie
College Gazette were by no means
auspicious. The University itself
was founded as an institution of
higher learning in 1818, but it was
not until 1866-1867 that an unofficial
student publication appeared. If re-
mained until January 25, 1869, how-
ever, for formal recognition to be
extended by the University to the
newspaper,

Volume 1, Number 1 of the Ga-
zette bears little resemblance to the
paper you are now reading. The
first official edition consisted of
four pages: an editorial, nine
stanzas of a poem translated by a
student from the German (con-
cluded in the two succeeding is-
sues) and two articles, “Notes on
Cape Breton,” and “The Nature of
Falsehood.”

The editorial stated the original
purpose of the paper:

Its aim is two-fold, viz: the culti-
vation of a literary taste among
ourselves, and the establishment of
an organ in which free expression
can be given, not only to our own
sentiments, but to those of others
who may interest themselves in our
progress and prosperity, The pros-
perity of a University is the pros-
perity of a Nation. The training and
mental taste formed there extend
their influence to succeeding gen-
erations, and give to the national
character tone and direction.

The Gazette has changed over
the years, its policies have altered
with time and circumstances, but
its purpose is still largely appli-
cable today.

Among those persons most inter-
ested and enthusiastic about the in-
sitution of a mnewspaper at Dal-
housie was one Joseph Howe.

The early pages of the Gazette
were graced by work of sound
literary merit, The insipid dregs of
humour that tend to creep into the
college newspapers of today were
not present. The contents of the
paper grew to include literary con-
tributions of all kinds, poems,
stories and articles, correspondence,
editorials, campus news and per-
sonal columns. Subject matter was
limited, articles appear on topics
such as “Ancient Speculation,”
“The Study of Anglo Saxon,” and
“Is a Belief in Darwinism Consist-
ent with a Teleological View of the
Natural World ?”

The Gazette grew with the Uni-
versity. As new faculties were add-
ed, the number of students increas-
ed and the influence of Dalhousie
as a Canadian educational force be-
came greater than ever before. A
new format began to emerge. Each
edition was published bi-monthly,
generally containing some 75 pages.
Essentially a magazine, it used the
same reader-approach as many na-
tional periodicals.

The scholarly, well turned essays,
“old world” atmosphere, and Latin
puns were replaced only after the
First World War. The page style
again changed, this time embodying
the “daily paypuh” brand of “hot”
collegiate news, twentieth century
“youth poetry,” “post war cynic-
isms,” the short hair and shorter
skirts era, the aggressiveness of
world policy after 1930, the strange
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* Who shall venfure, squire or knight
Into the deep sbys to dive 7
A goblet gold shull be his right:
E'en now 't has sunk bencsth the wave ;
Wha e'cr shall bring 't to me again :
He shall the golden goblet win ™ ;

S

1ull before 1939, the ferocity of a
second world catastrophe, the re-
construetion of 1945 and succeeding
yvears, the hopes for a new world
governed by the Rule of Peace and
the Laws of Reason, the defeat of
these hopes by each nation with-
drawing into itself and the estab-
lishment of a Balance of Terror—
all have been recorded in our pages.

Late in 1944, the Gazette con-
ducted a province-wide contest to
determine “What to do with Hitler”
after the cessation of hostilities.
Answers ranged from all the prob-

lems in the Mathematics 2 textbook
to the “berled in erl” type of ap-
proach; satiric glances at Cana-
diana were noted in an article de-
ploring the “lack” of a national
flag; members of the academic staff
contributed articles to the “Half
Century” review issue.

The world has altered since the
first pioneer issue of the Gazette
90 years ago. As we begin our 9lst
year, we can look back on a history
rich with the events which have
shaped our lives.” The guns of a
dozen wars have thundered their
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vollies of death and have been
silenced. The age of the atom has
been introduced with all its potent-
ial for servility or destruction.
Ninety years is a long time in
the history of any institution. Can-
ada herself is but two years older.
Few men or women reach the age
of ninety, fewer publications sur-
vive that lon" But this is just the

will be content in the knowledge
that they will have assisted in the
continuation of a tradition of ser-
vice to you and your successors.
The year that saw three great
advances in communications: the
opening of the first transcontin-
ental railway, the completion of the
Suez Canal, and the first publica-
tion of the Gazette, will, we hope be
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