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Just your bas:c Eric's Trip montage featuring:
Rick (top left), Chris (top right), Mark (bottom left)

and Julie (bottom right)

Photos by Jason Haywood
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by Jason Haywood
Brunswickan Entertainment

Until this Saturday night, I had never

B been 1o the Pyramid Warehouse. As I sat

in the front room, sipping a cup of
coffee, I was informed that this was the
only heated room in the building. 1
decided to stay put and wait for Rick
White, the lead singer and guitarist from
Eric’s Trip, and conduct the interview
in some degree of comfort. Rick was
very obliging and answered all my
questions with enthusiasm. After the
interview, I headed into the room where
the concert was going on. I began to
look around for angles to take pictures
from. Once I realized the crowd was
there to mosh, I decided to stay to the
side of the stage.

Liquid Light 28 was the first band to
play, but since I was conducting an
interview while they were playing, I
missed that part of the show. Orange
Glass was the second band to take the
stage. They hail from Moncton and were
formed in February 1995. Ron Bates,
the founding member, recruited the
help of friends S’Appart (Bass), and
Chris Flanagan (Drums), after recording

some demo material on his own. Their
songs are powerful pop that deal with
angst, frustration and joy. They put on an
incredible show considering they hadn't
rehearsed in some time. The songs feature
a solid, heavy rhythm section and
interesting tempo changes. By the end of
their set, the audience was really digging
their sound. Also, they 're very interesting
to look at. Ron Bates, the singer/guitarist,
looked a bit like Buddy Holly, right down
to the horn-rimmed glasses. S'Appart, the
bass player, moved around the stage a lot
and appeared to be really into the music.
Chris Flanagan, the drummer, played with
unrelenting aggression and provided a
stable basis for the other two band
members.

When Eric's Trip took the stage, you
could feel a change in the air. People
were ready to mosh. By the end of the
first song, the stage-diving and body
surfing had begun. The band worked
the audience into a frenzy with their
masterful control of feedback and
distortion. They could go up against
Neil Young and Crazy Horse any day in
this area. Underneath all the raw
intensity, however, were some really
great songs. Rick, singer/guitarist, and
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Julie, bass/vocals, sing silvery harmony
reminiscent of Neil Young and Nicolette
Larson. Julie sang the lead on a few
songs and has a very lucid and sweet-
sounding voice. Chris, guitarist/vocals,
also sang a few songs but they were harder
to hear, perhaps because the microphone
level was too low. Anyway, the audience
and myself appreciated his songs also.
Mark, drummer, kept his eyes fixed
forward and really concentrated on
providing a steady rhythm for the rest
of the band to follow.

Whirlwind is probably the word that
would best describe the show. It
seemed like it was over not long after it
had begun. Before I knew it, the band
said their farewell, started to pack up
their gear, and everybody filed out into
the cold, November night. Usually,
when I go to see a band, it is in a bar,
This was a refreshing change. Unlike the
bar scene, the audience came to hear
music and have a good time; not to get
drunk, socialize, and ignore the band. I
think everybody got what they paid
for—two hours of good, loud music.
The more enthusiastic the audience got,
the more the bands rocked. That's what
live music should be.

A Trip down

by Jason Haywood
Brunswickan Entertainment

Jason Haywood: Are you still producing
your own albums?

Rick: We wanted to do it all live this time...
JH: Yeah, that vsas my next question
Rick: We couldn’t do it [the album)| at our
apartment, because we can't play drums
there, so we rented Nando's basement |
Nanglp Speranza, Moncton area producer]
and set up all of our stuff in there., Sp we
used his rooms.

Something new to try. [laughter]

JH: What about touring?

Rick: We just go out for short stints here
and there and that keeps us more sane.
We don't like being away from home very
much, 5o we go out from two and a half
to three weeks at a time. Our longest tour
was a month and it was pretty hard.

This is our last show of this tour and we're
going to-stay home for awhile.

JH: A fewweeks, or...?

Rick: Nog quite awhile. ]il maybe the
spring/ if wedo decide tQ #p.out in the

JH: Sort of a Neil Young npproqg,b m“ ’%prmg We' Ilpml?bly justg dovmm thg 4

recording; live off the floor. :
Rick: Yeah, I guess. And then we gmaguy
named Bob Weston to come up apd push
‘recoi | for us, so we could all plav

1JH3 S0 he was basically the cngmecrthen' :

Rick:Yeah.
JH: But you handled the producmg’w
Rick: Yeah, we did the mixing. It wasfun

‘cause it was a lot easier. We didn’thave to

worry about getting the right levels. He
put it all on tape.

JH: Not as much stress, 1 supposc

Rick; Yeah. [laughter|

JH: With this album, are you trying to
reach a bigger audience?

Rick: It's just the next thing, I guess Th(;
next part of the story.

JH: Boes this album sound dLﬂU‘?mw

what you've done before?

Rick: It sounds 2'little different. There's
an eight minute song that's kind of like
the other records; it's more dreamy, and
then ghe rest of the record’s pretty live-
soundini. We wapted to get a bigger low-
end soung- mo?c like our live show,
b((au? [prevertlgqm [their lastialbum)|
was cBnstructed more in pieces, so we
wanted to do the opposite for this record.

swell? j i ¥
B;ck Chefs [Th()mpwn guitarist] has;

s States, Like, Lht*Nonhtaslqm tates: New

York and Boston. We do O. }(, down there.
We'll probably plagﬂrm Arbqr \duhlgan

and Chicago. We, do OK. there hcuuse

we've begn therg three or foug times. Tht
hird or, ﬁ)uﬂh tlme you're there y()u
auowd [v 5

JH:The § &Wourself approaah
rccordms sce to have worked pregfy
well for 1
Rick: It's cbestv:iy lthmktge b(stw'iv
totrans Wha(y retrying &
is just msdon yousgelf. Learn S you go
JH: Are you writing all the sghngs or a:
other members 6{ the bdn{i rmng

written fpur on the:ngw record out of
sixteen songs. Two, are Julie’s [Doiron,
bass player].

JH: When you’re recording an album
yourself, for example, do you consider
yourself a perfectionist?

Rick: I never try to gcg a sound, I just let

;them come to me. Fjust try to go by

instinct and not pick it apart. Like, that
was a cool sound for that song, it’s over
now and I'm not going to worry about it.

getacrops

Ltry to be content with what I've done in
the past. I really appreciate the little
mistakes that work. I've always
appreciated little extra;stuff that just
happens by a fluke.

JH: The happy accidents?

Rick: Yeah.

JH: What are your influences?

Rick: Right now it’s a lot of the sixties
bands. Like Love, the MC5, the Stooges,
CCR, the first fegNeil Young records.
Have you ever heagd liove?

jH I've hcarq&;) f;em because Jim
Momson of the nentioned them
as one of hl!?@oun @s, but I've never
really had th
Are they re.
Rick: Yeah, thfy cmy favoumr: band. Get
their second recorfd first. It's called Forever
Changes. It's amaging.

of a tribute to the
Rick: Kind of to thegp, There’s a little
clip of a ‘Love’ sodg on The Gordon
Street Haunting rlgh[ t the first of the
record.

A JH: Delyou find you’

., JH:Isyour last ab% ‘Forever Again’, sort

influenced by
vriters, like John
i, for example?
jtles a%ot. I'm sad that |
5;_msséd all the §pcgy.ls though.

JH: Where do you get inspiration for your
lyrics?

Rick: Usually, it just has to be stuff that
just comes. The best songs are usually the
one I end up writing all at once. If I can

write a bunch of words, the music kind of

just comes#e itafer. Those are songs I

know are better because they just came

10 me.
JH: Are they usually based on personal
experiences?

;ﬂj d’mncc to listen to them.

gy |
Rick: Usually, they're more dreamy and
they make more sense to you after awhile.
Sometimes it takes,you a little while to
get your own lyrics.
JH: How did Eric’s Trip come into being?
Rick: Julie and I started playing acoustic
and doing Comes a Time songs.
JH: You mean the Neil Young album?
Rick: We used to play the whole record
together. Julie's the first person 1 ever
learned to sing with. We both started
lcarping o sigg tpgedrer, We learned how,
‘tegharmonize by listening tp Neil Yougg
tand Nicolettedl, arson,,The necord ns%),
slmplt you can play agd sing ‘g the sa.mc j
sfffGan(lgc ords, Wegot(Jhns
11)0mpson [guitacist) 'play bags, but w
couldnt find a drumper. $o we would,
just ]am My Bk)oc?\ Valentine spngs ;md‘
Neil Young songs... with lots of distortibn.
We were trying to be ‘like My Blobdy'
Valentine; who were also pur heroes ag
the ume Our first féw tapessound sofg of
like alcopntry verslunL of My Bl()%jy
Valentine,
JH: Whats it like bemg Qn the Sub p
label?
Rick: SubPop keeps us because they gec
something differentfin ys. We hardly fake
any money from them, sd they dorﬁ
expecf us to sell too n;uch ‘or four too
much: They just keep putting put our
records for us, which is.. %qll it’s a
great label to be on ‘cause there’s no
pressure.
JH: Tell about the ‘Another Roadside
Attraction’ tour with the Tragically Hip.
Rick: The tour was pretty nuts. We made
a lot of money on each show. but we
spent a lot of money on transportation,
which we had to have if we wanted to keep
up with everybody. They were driving all

{ wnhr%j

|

dnege

night, like twelve to fifteen hours, and we
couldn’t have kept up in our van, so we
decided since we were making so much,
let’s just put it right back into a bus and
live in style for a month.
JH: They invited you on the tour?
Rick: Yeah. They let us practice in their
practice room. Gord [Downey, singer of
Tragically Hip] really likes us. He has our
records. He gets his favourite bands...]
guess at the moment we happened
to.joyr.record’s been on his turntable or
somethmg Phey'te just trying to help out
alot, pf younge;}aands who need it. But,
it Wa‘g (Lpla on abig stage. When
you'fe crammediinto a little club your
is 50 big, bue on the bigger stage,
ifferent monitors everyday, you have
tot st them. Itfs pretty much a drag, It
was g drag bqt I'm not complaining.
(laughtef] g
JH Vea’hﬁt was probably a great
grience. Arglyou planning on releasing
anyf f Efévator to L. [Rick and Mark
from Eric's trip and Ron and Tara from
l%e Glass)
Rick§ The,CD's coming out in the summer.
I thldk there’s going to be another EP on
th r}c‘wh it§They want me to do another
cord and have them both come out
on CI3.1 think I'm going to be doing more
Elevatdfto Hell stuff. We might try to tour
a bit.
JH: So you see potential in l:levgtor to
Hell?
%Ycah it’s kind of g natural thing. Julie
d with Broken Girl too, but I think
we'll do an Eric’s Trip tour in the
spring...just keep everything going.
JH: Well, good luck and thanks for the
interview.
Rick: You're welcome.




