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At titmes like titis I catisot resiatt ce temptation, i the
absence of editorial inspiration, to trod itito the realm of the
irrelevanr.

- l I my own smail wayl1mîght imitate one-time Globe and
MWi principal columnist GeoffreStevens, who on the bottom
teft ýwrote authoritative1y onM Laws of the Sea. Thus,.
someda Imaybe rernembered ikewise frexpounding onthe

UftofleCompouind Verb.
..- nxou.dVert," <oes sound less romnantic than "t.aws

of the Sen,' and rhoeRh1 admit the more comrmon name for
the phenùenn,"slt infinitive,- sounds lets like a routine
bit of ramiar,it is lesaappropriate. asyou will soondiscover.

rpi ninitive- (to go quiclyývs. to quickly &D> is a
r.I sanother rmie o Lti ramma surrepti tiously

borrowed b Victorian englihsholars whou Ifcked for
inspiration, not to mention comimoti sense. Thus:

'7'be notion tbat 'to'.conssotod an integrali rt of the
mfïinie is a gramnmarian's ficion inven:ed darmg the
ainet'eensb cent ury as-a %>roci of tbe practice then cormeU of

>sn'sentences, sha s , breakin ; hem down into thei
respetwe arts f spech ad idnSfysg eacb'part by name.

As areusi, ko'. becrime tvegarded as the eq#sv4ent of the
infiniive inflection à zlatin and Greek.'>

0f course, Latin infinitives can not be split because they
are single wiords already, and so muci for the English split
infinitive.

But that doetn't be*i1 to eplain the non-use of the
unsplit tom .o d rerb,_eleents of hich ame, otb: "To Go,
-Would Go', WVould Have Gone", ind so on and so forth.

But why then -cid George Orwell write 'ý..the active voice
is wberever possible avsed in preference to t/>e passive..."

Thoreau wrote"...haut most :borosghly leared..." and
Henry Fowler wrote "Sentences *Mts:,fif nqcessafi be
tborosghly remodelted instead of bavng a wrlke mmits
original pL4e and dasped elsewhet'e."

.Fowier, of course, had the right thought but lie didn't
express it clearly. Hie should have written, '7 necessrsry,
sentences sbould be remodelled tkoroaghly ... ... just as Thoreau
should have said t'"Have learned most :boogbly ...".. and
Orwell, " .. ibe active voice is ased wbe river possible., i
preference go tMe active."

(For the beginner, the compound verb splits in these
prose selections are, agaiir: 'is ... used'(Orweil); 'have ... learned'
(Thoresu), andl'e .. remodeiled' (Fowler). .

Aside from the fact these splits are ugly, awkward, and
unnatural, there exists a logical reason why not to use themn.

S.Compliments of Peter M. Neely ,in CoUege En&lîsb, "a
verb, whether it is an infinitive ouia compound (essentially the
sane rhîng> sbould be generated in its entirety."

C'What is gained in thisis c omnpleteness of thugt Neely
says. The whole verb, and nothing but, contributes to the'
internai definition of thatverb. An added benefit isthat if you
can't decide whether to. pre-position or post-position -an
adverb, that isproof in itself that the modifier is unnecessary,
or structually ambivalent.

For example, "bave most :horoughly learned (Thoreau)
should be, at least, "bave learned most thoroàsgb4y", but in fact
the most :horosgbly part is unnecessary; hie simply should
have written "Have learned... .

Weli, rhat's enough for now. Notice, however, that 1 h ave
not expounded upon non-splitting and the use of negationpr
-non-splitting for emphasis. Thar wiil be the subject ýof smee
future dissertation on the subject in this space.

Peter Michalyshyn

Revlanlt
Irrelevant. IRRELEVANT. IrreleVANT. i rrelevant.

Irrelevantirrelevantirrelevant. Irrelevancy. Irrelevantism.
Irrelevantesque. Irrelevant. IR*RE LEVANT.
Irrelevant. Irrelevant. Mmnnmmmmàmmmmnimm; feels
50 gQooooooooOooooooooood.
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In * reply to Peter
Michalyshyn's rather vious
editorial 'Student Activism" (Oct.
6):

Getting 200 students out to a
U of A Board of Governors
meeting is an unqualified success.
The bard work behind this success
was done by memibers of the Anti-
Cutbgcks Team (ACT!), a
recently-formed, committee of
studenti baced by the Federation
of Alberta Students and the U of A
Students' Union. ACT's numbers
are not yet large, our experienoe
riot yet great. But we got 200
srudeénts crammed into the Board
meetingand we are proud of that.

Tnks ta die 30-odd
students whor have so fat
volunteered their trne and effort,
ACT! was.able ta set up informa-
tion tables for the entîre week of
Sept 28 to Oct. 2 in HUB, CAB
and F4ucation, to put Up a hu$e
banner in CAB, to speak in
classrooms and to mun adver-
tisements in the CG<euwy. Finally,
and moôst importantly, during the
week hefor e the meeting, ACT
members were out in foirce shorty'
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LETTER-S TO- THE EDITOR

Art. gallery"
In light of the extremely

difficult financial position the
Students' Union faces this year, a
nunteèr of major changes must
occur to assure the continued
existence of the organization. We
will continue to evaluate each area
within 'the Students' Union ini
terms of the service, value to
students anidtie financial drain or
contribution the continued operhr
tion of the area entails.

Students and members of thie
Edmonton artistic community
have ex1iressed concern over the
future o the Students' Union Art
Gallery. This letter wili serve as an
answer to many of the 28,000
people who walked through the
doors of the facifity last year -the
Suiets' Union Art Gallery will
continue to Operate its high
quality exhibition programme and
extension services, such as poetry
readings and art lectures, for the
foreseeale future.

The Executive will recom-
mend toStudents' Council that the
Art Classes/Workshop
Programme now offered will
cease to exist in 1982. It is
important»t note that these are
courses that are also available
through the University's Depart-
ment of Býxttnsion.

Through the elimination of
the art classes and sale ôf eqip
ment associated with such, the
cost of operating the Students'
Union Art Gallery will be greatly.
reduced. As well, we have con-i1
f irmed increased support from7n
provinfcial and federal
governments.

There also exîsts the

classes to be cut
possibility of support fibm theý
private sector upon reoeipt of
charitable donations status, ex-
pected later in the current year.These steps -shoulI4 ensure a
healthy Gallery programmne in the
coming yemr.

It is essential that the
Students' Union f inds firmner.
financial footing in the amnths

ahead. It is our belief, however,
that the organization can achieve
fiscal credibiiîty with a minimum

-ot reduction ini student ser-
vices.

Philip D.K Soper
President

Students' Union
Executive Commnittee.

after ' s unrise distIributingthousands of leaflets publicizing
the meeting.We applaud the Gîteuvy forits excellent coverage of the issue
and the meeting - for its
re cognition that students mnust
work together however they can.
to demnan that the Board of
Governors, and the governmrent,
listen ta thetn.

But Mr. Michalyshyn implips
that this co-operation amnong
students can, lubought. He is
w rang. The amount of moncthe
Gateway or ACT! has <we àn't
get $44 from every student!) is
largely irrelevant to their success.
Bath rely for their strength onstudets doating their t'ime tuaa
common cause. This, Mr.
Michalyshyn, is the essence of
"studenît activismn". And ihis is
wh ACT! expects ta gt stro nfer
a2 stronger in rthe eommig
tnonths, as -more and more
students se the need ta work
tagether.

Amanda LeRougetel (Arts IV)
Tony Brouwýet (Arts H1)
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Staff this issue: "MusL..bave-.mnosodumglutamaîe..MUST .M5GI" dhired
Andrew Watts, Don McAIear, sud Luis Penýa,,Lad ,nawrsiy, bythat NI usez, Peter

ot 'a) Heaunnond. Gigginl hysteiitally inder the p n g table wcre lhfé long
adltD"aaTaschuk sud I. sMdJ. Levonts; ex =noe hmnt Pst us left the

piwmt su neyer carne badi, but neo omrslJ .. io: the différence snywsy.
Meanwhil, bave Chan, Peter jarvis sud Bil KnitAIO OCOthtmselves in the ddiroom
au smif the daisies - tey sece luitsmau streàkng through the nurses' dormi. Dave
Ogimki osd Andrese Zowalli e ee stilt yiaxg to prooowioesech others' lut nin

àmàdalgit, but eveyone tise sens too far gone to even cst, exoept Dave Cox.
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