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R EUAiING the Montreai papers every day remindsoine that there is aiways one topic which is alive
in that city-municipal reform. Was there ever a time
when Montreai was flot being reformed ? Haven't

THE EDLESS dozens of mien won reputations in
THEM ENDLSS this great undertaking ? And

yet, ex-Mayor Laparte' ,' Ed i tr
Briciriey ani a number af others are stili bard at it,

Tlhey are now trying tca solve the prablem of separating
the legisiature fraîn the execuitive furictians andi the fix-
ing of responsibility. This is a prohlemn whicb has ta be
faced by municipal reformrers everywhere.

It seems curious how constantly that word 'reform>'
cornes up in aur conversation. Somcebody or somnethiiag
is continurally being reformed, This is the endiess .hu-
man task, thé ane which wii last sa long as the worid
and the race lie under the curse of Adanm. As soon as
one cvii is cradicated, two ncw ones spring up to takec
its place. While the new ones are bieing attcnded ta,
same wicked individual cores aiang'and replants the onc'
that had been tara up by the roots.

The history of young Canada, littie more than a
century ini length, is full of proof that this task is end-
iess. ,Make a study af any period, and you wiii dis-
cover a band of reformers with a definite abject and
sorte mneasure, of success. The cry for representative
goverfiment was fallowed by that for responsible goaverni-
ment, to be followed again by those for the separation
of chnrch and state, for repres2ntaltion by population,
for federation, for a national I)olicy, for religions equal-
ity and thec score of le." noted or more local reforms.
It would seei as if this continnious seeking for reforin
is necessary ta municipal and national developmnent.
When this ambition ta improve fails, municipal and na-
tional pragress will cease.

J TDGE KILLAM is a wondr, and the resits of hisJwork on the Railway Commission are ma.rv'ellous.
The shibboleths of railway managers are tori ta shreds
and the practices of fil ty years reversed seemningly with-

LONG vs ont compensation. It is start-

SHORT HAUL fing reaily. And thirougli it all
the chairmani of this important

body seems ta have retained the respect of the very men
wbam hie is 'soa radically reforming.

For years, the people of Canada have been taugit'

that it was'cheaper for thec railwaiys to hardl frcight a
thousand miles than five hnndreýd. .Just why, nabody
could understand except the rià1way men thcmselvcs.
HIowever, the doctrine was so well sustained' in prac-

tice that the shippers camne to believe that it was true.
Shippers ini London, Stratiard, St. Thomas and Sarnia
did not expect to get as checap rates ta Montreal or
Halifax as thoase living in the State of Michiganii. This
doctrine of the long hauil came ini, and the railways
could flot afford a cheap short haud.

- I was, therefore, a terrible shock to the cammuiinity

when last weck the Commission stood the bogey man
up in a vacant lot and set fire to him. As theý 'snoke
of his straw-stufled body ascended to the bine heavens
the shippers of Ontario looked aloi t with eyes and
mnouths wide open. Ail thcy could say was "Mlýarvellouis
Killarn! Wonderful KýiJlam1.o

Another shackle hias beeni broken. Hlereafter, freight

rates ire ta corresponid wîth the distance over which the
freight is carricd. At prescrnt the rcform ar-lics only
ta Ontario, but no doubt it wiil bie extendefd ta cover
the whole country. Common sense bas triumphed 'at
iast. "Marveilous Kiilam!'>

A& Lli employers are not careful of their work-people
-ZXani heu ce the growth of the doctrine of com-

pensation for injuries. it is a modern idea since the
dangers af industrial lufe were not great before the ad-

COMPENATION vent of coim'plicated machinery
COMPENSATION and electricity. A bruised linger

or a fractured 11mb was noa doubt
common before the days of stcamn and electricity, but
no anc tboughit of collecting damages for 1such injuries.
In Sheffield to-day> in certain cutlery establishments,
the kuife-blades are made iii littie roams, cach of wbich
contains onc workmnan and anc small hand forge. In
the days when the looms and forges were in the'homes
instcad af in large factories, there could bie little.thought
af compenlsation. The first Workmen's Compensation
Act in GAreat Britain did nat corne in nntil 1897.

Modern factaries have brought with them new doc-
trines anti new responsibilities. The employer na longer
cames into personal contact with the men wha labour.
foir bum, and the relation between thein bas cbangcd
fromi a personal ta an impersanal one. It is the rela-
tion ai anc class ta another class, rather than oi a nc
man ta another. I3ecause of this, it is becoming a comn-
mon practice ta reduce that relation ta legal ternis and
ta enact such legisiation as will define the rîglits af eacb
class.

The Province. of Qucbec has appointed a commission
ta make a special study af the laws ai différent court-
tries concerning labour accidents, labour insurance> re-
sponsibility of employers and sa an. This body will re-
commend what ta tbemn seem necessary changes in the
presemit laws ai that province. The chairmnan is a pro-
minent lawyer and one of the other twa mexnbers re-
prescrnts organised labour and one the interests ai the
emllyers. The resuits of their investigations will na
doubt have a profound influence upon the legisiation in

ail the provinces.

T IEPR, is no doubt a general movement inr the
Liberal party for cleaner politics. Speakig at

Napance the other day> Mr. H. M. 'Mowat, ai Tùoanto>
a praminent Liberal> stated that ail Ministers shoulil be

FOR CLEANER prepared ta observe the code de-

P 0 L 1 T I CS manded hy the Cantadian people
for domestic conduct ; and fur-

ther> hie maintained that the Liberal party would trot
take up the defence of private follies an the part of those
entrusted with bigh office. If Mr. Mowat comrectly me-
présents the Liberal feeling, this means that twa or

three ex-Ministers caninot get back ta office an any

consideration, and1( at lekast anc more memnber ai the

cabinet mulst seek for other occupation. It wauld be

well for the Lib)emal pamty andi for public lMe if this, were
ta occur.

A prorninenit Liberal remnarked ta a Conservative the
other day : "W'e are trying ta dlean up) our party ;

whiat is your pamty doing tawamds giving itself a po)lishi?»
This question is another indication af the spirit ofl the


