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euedd&net love you. Isn't your
reaseiuga, littie lucousiteut, Helen y"
He -emiled, boping to win an snswering
àmile in returu, but noue waa forth-
eoming. "«Yensund 1," he entinued,
P 1ersuaeivelIY«s"ae .old enough te have
sense, sud it seema rather ridiculous
that wve should diseuse our personal af-
faire iu a igmewhat rowded railway
car, We shall have time for it sftcr
ve get home, that is, if yen should stili
desire te continue sucb, an unpleasant
subject." i

"Very iwell," she acquieeced, with a
quiet determiflation, suggestiug that
the subject was net finished.

He picked up hie ps.per, folded it,
aud put it in hie peeket, thien began
tclling ber about hie Eurepeau trip the
previeus year. In spite of the un-
suswered quiestien that was lyiug
beavily ou ber heart, she. found herseif
lsteing lnterestedly te, hie ,ivid aud
rscy descriptions.

The time passed quickly, aud soon

t!c were lu their home town. A car-
riage was waitiug, aud sfter a short
drive it drew up befere a beautiful
bouse sud grounds. As they eutered
the hall door, be whispered teuderly:
<Welcorne home, Heleu."

She made ne rcply, sud suy embar-
rassmeut. was happily preveuted by two
cildren, a boy and s girl, runuiug a
race down the steirs' te rea.ch their
father wbo bad barely time te, give hie
wife a chair lu the drawiug-room, wben
hie childreu pouuced upou bim. While
he àubritted laughîng;y te hie *on'a
boiterous demostratieus of gladuese,
he drew his little daughter towards
hlm, sàying, with 'a voice of deep) love
aud tendernese, as he kissed the sweet
lips upturued te hie, "And hew is my
littie Amyy" hie wife read iu hie toue
that this little ene held the cloest
place lu tbe father's heart.

"Wbo is ebe, f ather ?" asked the bey,
hie eyes iudicatiug wbom he meaut.

"«That le your new mether, Kenuetb
snd Amy," be aswered, looking st
Helen pleadiugly, as though askiug ber
not to repudiate the titie. «"Go aud
kiss ber, " he wbispered.

The ýboy advanced with some hesita-
tien and gave ber a rather grimy baud,
but. turned, hie face teoue aide te
escape ber kise, then retreated te bis
fatber's side, wbile he watched the ncw-
corner with jealoue eyee.

"Little Amy, ou the cotrary, came
close te, Heleiu, sud, placing s cbubby
baud in bers, raised ber lips to kies her.
Theu, releasing ber baud, she wouud her
arme round Helen'e neck, ssying: i
love you, muver. Yen le0 50 sweet
aud pretty. WiIl you take me ou your
kucé aud bug me like gay Graham's
muver buge ber?"

"Yýou little darliug, of course, 1 will."
Sh« gatbered the cbild in ber arme sud
kisoed bier repeatedly, 'wisperiug fond-
ly, 'ýYoù will be mother'a owu little
ilaughtr."e

Tb e father turued away for a
mqpent to conceal the deep emotion in
bis face, for be read lu little Amy's
words how ber heart hungered for the
mnother's love eue mise19,. Then, cou-
trolling his feelings, be said to the
children: "Run away te nurse. Your
mother le tired." Amy obeycd sorne-
what reluctantly, laimiug one more
kiss 'before she weut.

Professor Douglas conducted hie wife
te her reorn, sud after a. few, thoughi
rather constrairied, words, be sought bis
study, wonderiug greatly bow bi; 1

matrimonial. riddle would be solved.
Later, tt dinuer, it wae couducive te
bis peace of mnd te sce ber take ber
place at the bead of hie table, calm sud
dignified. He did net kuow that it
was a calm after a eterm that bad
ehaken her seul te its depths.

"Corne te the library, Helen," he
said, as they rose from the table. "I
think it the cosiest roGlu in the bouse,"

He showed ber some ef bis favorite
books aud pictures, but she was uot
now te be diverted frorn the subject
that was ocupying both their minds,
so she repeated ber question-"Will you
tell me now why you rnarried me?"

"My home required a mistrese, my
children a mother. Will this answCr
do, Helen?" be replied, mentally deter-
inining that she Ehould neyer kiow Sfly
other reasou.

"t wilI do until I learn the real one,"
she returned quietly, with sornething lu

ber toue implyiug that she was wholly
uuconvinced.

He made ne rcply, se ebe, coutinued.
'II bave often woudered why your iret
letter was se diff.ret frem the othere
that followed. Have I disappointed yen
iu any way?" ehe asked witfully.

'No, ne, Helen. Yen are far-tee goed
for me. I will be a truc sud faitbful
busbaud te yen. My cildren need yen,
my home neede yen, sud-sud-I necd

you." Fe spoke passioutely, break-
ing threugbi bis habituai reserve.

Your children require a. governess,
yen a. housekeeper,» abe repeated me-
chauically. "From mers selfish mo-
tives yen have selected me. Yen have
taken mue frem a berne where I wae
happy aud lovcd te bear these re-
speusibilities witbeut love. Had I
drearned of your real motive, I would
neyer bave couseeted. However, for
the sake of your position, I will re-
main sud-sund endeavor te do my
duty."1

She leoked at hlm, but be centiuued
sulent witb bis head bewed upen bis
baud. Her voice hardened as ehe went
on. "«I wil 1 go with yon into eoiety,
entertaiu your guests, look carefnhly af-
ter your cildren sud bouse." She
hesitated,ase though gathering courage,
then resurned in tbe same cold veice
frern which ail hope eeemed te have de-
parted. "Fer these services I wieh s
stated salary. -

-Rush, Helen, 1 beg ýOf -Yciu, b>
plesded brekeuly. «Ali that I possese
is yours."«I wish a m.lary,» sh e oldly perast-
cd. '"Whatever your Iuceme will al-
lew me. I ai your wife iu name only,
seo I shaH bhave'ne need for thie," pîse-
iug ber wedding ring on the table b.-
aide hlm.t

«Helen, I implore yen!»
""Where le my pretty mu«ver?" came

from a littie white-robed figure that
had tiptoed te the door unheard..

"Nurse put me te bcd, but I runuad
awayte kies yen good-ight. She rau
te Hfelen and clambered up into ber laj>
sud kiesed bier. with aIl a child'e aban-
don of love fer bts mother. "hI
father, muver le eryiug. Yen mueû
make my pretty muver cry.»

The limit of hie endurance was reaeh-
cd. He rose hurricdly, leaviug hie.
wlfe -holding- hie child closely in ber,
&a.

He dreadcd their meeting the uext
rnorning, but there was ne ueed.
Thro=hthnad, dark, sleepless. .heffl
Of the h had plauned ber 'or
of action. -' She faced her, postîo
aqnarely, snd decided that if ieou
net overcome ite diffieultie sthe at lemt
would meet them bravely. As the daye
paseed, Amy was ber deligbt'and jey.
All the mether lo"e of ber. heart was
given te the lovlng, affectionate, little
child. With Kenneth it was different,.
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