2255 m=sd’

2

Bt " ELE

=

o | NN, \FFyacy

g

R LERLE]D [T

g6 ¢

v
-

=M S-S

* from sinking, while those that live on

Winnipeg, April, 1913.

The Western Home Monthly

[

Trails
Some Things We Can Learn from Them.

written for The Western Home Month-
ly. By H. Mqrtimer Batten.

esting sections in ‘the art=6f wood-

craft, because it brings before us
the. wonderful provisions nature has
made in constructing the feet of vari-
ous animals in a manner that will best
suit their surroundings. As.an elemen-
tary illustration, it will be noticed that
the animals that spend their lives on
gnowy or swampy ground have all large
and spreading feet to prevent them

TRAILL\'G is one of the most inter-

hard land, and are dependent to a
large extent upon their running pow-
ers, have usually small and compact
feet.

Take, for instance, our domestic dogs.
The instinets of the spaniel and the
otter hound, with. their large spreading
aws, are such that these dogs are far
{:etter suited for hunting in marshy
and swampy land than on dry land;
while®éxactly the reverse applies to the
fox terrier, the grey-hound and the deer-
hound. The spaniel has little speed,
and therefore in open country heis com-
paratively helpless in comparison with
many of the small-pawed members of
the canine tribe, but he can hunt with
ease and alacrity where the speedy

greyhound would be hopelessly at a
loss. ’

Pleasing moments for the Young Holstein.

A:study of the trails, however, soon
shows us -that many animals have feet
or -hoofs so constructed that they mnat-
urally adjust themselves to the surface
on which - the animal walks. The com-
mon . hare, when -travelling on snow,
leaves an immense trail behind him.
His feet are'so spread out that they
are equal 1n size to those of the coyote,
while the whole of the back leg, from
the mddle joint to the extremity of
the foot, presents a bearing surface to
the snow. Thus the animal is preventea
from sinking, and one would hardly
credit that the trails the hare leaves
behind him on firm, plastic ground were
that of the same ammal. Here the
footprint is but one half the size, while
the lower portion of the back leg does
not come in contact with the ground at
all except when the animal stops to
feed.

The hoof of the reindeer is one of the
most wonderfully constructed in nature.
Che case with which the reindeer trav-
els on heavy snow has made it inval-
uable, in many parts of the world, as
a draupht animal, but in a wild state
the refndeer makes immense journeys
en foot across the hard mountain slopes.
His hoof 1s so constructed as to enable
the heast to travel with the greatest
eaxe cither upon hard land or soft snow.
A vlance at the accompanying 1llustra-
tion will show how this provision is
made. The fetlock joint 18 so construct-
ed that the foot, from this joint down-
wards, can be placed flat upon the
{T'rn'nul when travelling upon a soft sur
face thus presenting a much greater
beaving surface, while upon hard ground
only the actual hoof is brought into use.

The reindeer is the only member of
the deer family that migrates as a reg-
ular habit. Winter and summer these
animals are constantly on the move,
travelling many hundreds of miles from
one feeding ground to another. Thus
nature has provided them with snow-
shoes, but yet another wonderful provi-
sion has nature made designing the
hoofs of the reindeer.

When the animal walks, its hoofs
click loudly at every step. Mr. Ernest
Thompson Seton, the well-known Amer-
ican naturalist, advances the theory
that the object of this clicking is to
keep the herds together when travelling
at night time, just as the constant
twittering one hears high in the heav-
ens during autumn nights keeps the
migrating birds together. The reindeer
do not call to one another—that would
not be safe in a land of so many enec-
mies—and if a reindeer herd passed near
to you at night time, and you did not
know what to listen for, you would
probably hear nothing to arouse sus-
picion. Yet if you knew what ‘to lis-
ten for you would hear it clearly enough
—the multitudinous cracking of cloven
hoofs, a sound so faint and unattrac-
tive that one could never guess its
meaning.

No other member of the deer family
is provided with snowsho.s like the rein-
deer. None of them have any real need
for such equipments. The giant moose
18 hopelessly at sea in deep snow. When
winter comes on the moose congregate

into small herds, and each herd proceeds
to make a maze. The maze consists of a
network of pathways trodden into the
snow, and as winter proceeds this net-
work is enlarged, the animals nosing
away the snow to reach tbe moss that
lies beneath it. Once out of his maze
and in deep snow the moose is so help-
lcss that he is almost sure to be
dragged down by wolves, while .the rein-
deer, thanks to his snowshoes, is able
to travel safely throughout the winter.

Some years ago 1 was living in a part
of Canada where reindeer—or caribou
as they are called in the west—are very
abundant. We had at our camp a
small cow, who wandered in the woods
all day at will, returning to her stable
at night time. At first I was unable
to distinguish the difference between
the hoofmarks of the cow and the rein-
deer, so I called one of the boys to my
assistance. He led me to a frequented
runway where Dboth animals had left
their mark. On level ground there was
certainly little difference between the
two, but directly they started to go
down hill, where the road was slippery,
the difference was instantly visible..

The cow, on fecling herself slipping,
had at once closed her hoof so that it
formed a solid wedge, whereas the rein-
deer had opened his at the splay, bring-
ing the inside edges into contact with
the ground.

This opened up a new line of enquiry.
The hoofs of the cow, like those of
the moose and also the goats and sheep
are constructed for use on hard ground.
The outside edges are the gripping
edges,”and upon feeling themselves slip-
ping these edges are at once brought

Barred Plymouth Rocks

g 'HIGHEST EXHIBITION QUALITY.
At the CANADIAN INDUSTRIAL, FOR THE BEST DISPLAY
July 1912, our Barred Rocks won DI PLOMA IN AMERICAN CLASS,
and at the GREAT WINNIPEG QUALITY
SHOW, January_ 1913, they won

4th and 5th Cock =
2nd and 6th Cockerel .
3rd and 5th Hen

2nd Pullet and 3rd Pen

placed in every section in the hottest of com«
petition and securing 8 places out of a possible
27, thereby sustaining the reputation of our
magnificent flock as consistent and persi t
winners.

We are not publishing a catalogue or matin,
list this season,but our best birds are distribut.
throughout our various pens for the best results,
and we will ship some eggs from each and every
pen on each order, in so far as possible. Our
customers will receive the same as we set for our

g:lec::rm own yards. Price for these eggs as they run
‘C,z:l'::'r'eil,gﬂ (Cockerel or Pullet Matings)
Sireof our 1st Prise $10 Per 1 3 g::’:unﬁ“::

Cock at Canadian
Industrial Exhibi-
bition, July 1912.

Regarding these high-class eggs, we might
add that our flock is almost entirely made up

Birds from a perfect of topnotch Boston winners and direct descen-
prize winning strain dants of’ Boston winners, and we doubt very
will reproduce much that there are 8 pens of such uniform
themselves, high exhibition quality in any other breeding
yard in Western Canada
66 = 99 Utility Barred
Manito=lay’’ EBimiuth Rocks

We also have a large flock of Standard Bred Utility Barred' Plymouth Rocks for winter
laying and meat purposes, not so finely marked as our exhibition ‘stock, but the class of fow1
that the farmer wants. Pure bred, but not high priced. Eggs from thig flock’

- $2.00 per 13 $10.00 per 100
Early settings in March from these eggs ran about 70 per cent. fertile, which may be considered
: high for early settings in Manitoba. They will run even higher during April.
ay Old Chicks (a limited number) from these utility eggs, at 30 cents each, or $4.00 per 15,
or $12,50 per 50. Place your order early to avoid disappointment.

IFORREST GROVE POULTRY YARDS, P.0, Box 841M, WINNIPEG, MAN.

Long Distance Phone, ST. JOHNS 1859 ‘

935 AND UPWARD

SENT ON TRIAL

'~ AMERICAN

SEPARATOR

Thoumds In Use isfaction justifies

our investigating our wonderful offer to
¥urnish a brand new, well made, easy run-
| ning, easily cleaned, perfect skimming sep-
arator for only $15.95. Skims one quart of milk a minute, warm or cold. Makes
thick or thin cream. Different from this picture, which illustrates our low priced
large capacity machines. The bowl is a sanitary marvel and embodies all our
latest improvements.

.. Our Twenty-Year Guarantee Protects You

Our wonderfully low prices and high quality on all sizes and generous terms of
trial will astonish you. Whether your dairy is large or small, do not fail to get our great offer.

richly illustrated catalog, sen¢ free of charge on request, is the most 1 lab and

boo.k on Cream Separators issued by any concern in the world.

Shipments made promptly from Winnipeg, Man. , St. John, N. B., and Toronto, Ont.
‘Write today for our catalog and see for yourself what a big money saving proposition we will make

AMERICAN SEPARATOR CO., Box 119 Bainbridge, N. Y.

SAVE-THE-HORSE=

THE TIME IS NOW i

All the winter long, the troubled owner of a lame horse reads our advertisements. -
Then, day after day slips away, while he talks, laments, listens, takes advice and
hesitating,—FAILS TO ACT,—till the Springtime is on him and his horse is not yet
able to work. Meantime, the thrifty, prosperous, resolute man, reads, considers
the evidence carefull% — Decides Promptly — and his horse is working in, say, ten
days to two weeks. That’s exactly what happens every winter.

We Originated the treatment of horses by mail — Under Signed Contract to Re-
turn Money if Remedy Fails — and every minute of every day for seventeen years
our advice and treatments have been on the way wherever mails go and horses are.
Our charges are moderate. Spring work is near; Write at once.

Our Latest Save-The-llorse BOOK is a Mind Settler—Tells How to Test for Bpavin— What to Do for

a Lame Horse—Covers 58 Forms of Lameness—Illustrated But write describing your case and we will
send our—BOOK—Sample Contract and Advice—ALL FREE to (Horse Owners and Managers—Only).

Address—TROY CHEMICAL CO., Commerce Ave., Binghampton, New York

Canadian Office: 148 Van Horn Street, Toronto, Ontario
Druggists Everywhere Sell S8ave-The-Horse With Contract, or Sent by us Express Prepaid

"STOP! HERES A DYER FENCEP

Do you want a strong
tence>—DYER hasit.
l7c per rod up, freight

paid.  Lawn Fence
7V%c perft. Cut this ad out and mail to
me. DYER, the Fence Man, Dept. G. Toronto:
";leaselscnd :n‘e your LVITI rch spéclia Ifence and gate
offer. 1 want to save dollars and | w
this does not obligate me to buy.™ e e, o
'}t Name &
Address -
DYER Says:

=

-
:

A one cent postal to me NOW may mean many a $1 saving to you




