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m Miss Foijambe herseif. The w
tble arrived in due course, and ai
Lie next morning that lady sent for in
Bruce, who, presenting himself without rn
day, was sbown intopresence of the Pi
table and Muss Foijambe. ii

Bruce was a manly-looking fellow of fl<
thirty years aid or thereabouts, and his
eccentric employer had more than once ù:
wished ta suddenly petrify or bronzify ai
him, as an addition ta ber collection, ti
but had never mentioned the idça ta d
him-a somewhat singular reticence J,
considering that frankness a l'outrance ql
was anc of Miss Foljambe's mOst d
noted eccentricities. a

Upon the present occasion she said: o
'*Mr. Bruce, you sec this table. 1Ilh

want a new baize put upan the~ top, and s.
the carvings cleansed and ouled. Some c
of the mulid work is starting out, and d
thi Ieg is splitring off." tAtv Y.ood shake would send the wbole -9tbing into pieces," said Bruce, mcdi-s1ai 0y

"Tben don't shake it," replied Miss t
Foijambe, with same asperity. .,Do C
whatever yau can ta strengthen it, W 2~
nothing ta alter it."

Bruce nodded and pursed up bis lips, 1]
as if be would like ta whistle, as he i
stooped ta take a reverse view of the i
frame of the table.

"I wish you ta work here, if you
please. I dare flot trust it ta bc moved
a great deal."

"It wauldn't be very sate betore it is
fixed, witbout I brought a boy ta hold
on ta eacb leg ail tbe way ta the
shap," said Bruce, gravely.

"Very wcll,"' briefly replied Miss
Faîjambe, quick ait detecting any slight
upon ber new treasure.

"Have you, your tools with your'
"Yes, ma'am."

i"Bring thcm up, then, and go about
i.I will send ta your shop f or some

baize ta recover the top. I suppose
you have it?'

"Ycs, ma'am;" and Bruce, thrusting
tbe blade of a thin knife beneath tbe
old baize, be gan ta tear it off. Miss
Foljambe stopped bim ta give direc-
tions for the new caver, and went ta
send a mati after it-persons with sev-
eral fortunes ait their command seldom
like ta wait for what they wish ta have.

When she came back the caver was
off, and the top ofthte table also. Miss
Foîjambe screamed.

'"W#hy, Bruce! Is it brokenr'
«"No, ma'am. I took off the top so

as ta get at the tramne inside better.
There's na harm donc yet."

"aI arn glad of tbat." And Miss Fol-
jmbe seated berseiftot watcb Bruce,

wbo was minutely examining the top
of the table, wbich he had placed
across twa cbairs.

"There's a drawer," said he, pres-
cntly, looking up with rather an ex-
cited face.

"A drawer " Wbere, pray?" asked
Miss Foljambe, staring at tbe two
boards hingcd together inta which the
table-top was naw resolved.

"In tbe tbickness of the board. 1
don't see bow to get it open, but I can
sec the end ot it. I suppose tbere is a
spring somcewbere. Oh, here it is!l"

Ancd as Bruce pressed bis finger up-
on tbe under side of the board a little
click was beard, and be carefull drew
out a small drawer, pcrbaps hait an
inch in deptb, and six or seven inches
in lengtb and widtb.

'«Just room ta bide a few cards, and
know wbere ta get them again," said
the cabinet-maker, with a sbrewd
smile.

"But those arceflot cards,"b said Miss
Foiambe, cxtending ber hand for the
little packet Bruce was; curiously turn-
ing over and over.

"ýNa: tbey seem ta lac papers. Somneanc hid them. and naw, most likcly,
the hider is bld underground," replicd
Bruce, examining the mnecbanismn of
the drawer, and paying very little at-
tention ta the papers, which Miss Fol-
jambe was eagerly examining.

Presentlv she gat up aid left the
roam with (ut a word. Bruce went on
with his work very contentedly. for
now he might whi1stle ta bis hcart's
content. and did so.

Winifred, rmeantime, vcnt ta shut
hierselt up in a little den called her
dresýsiîg-roo)m. prabahly because she
(lid evcrything but dress there. At
present she wished ta consider. uindis-
turbcd aid unwatched, the significance
)f hier discovery.

The pack-et. tied w'ith a faded b-It of
red tipe- for even red tape decavq

ith time--consisted of two papers,
,d a miniature UPOn ivory represent-
ag a very handsome young woman,
ther in the Amnazonian style; but the
claire bore nio> name, date, or other
nscriptian. and if it had a story coud
Lt tell it.
The papers consisted of a certificate

-arug betueen Jonas Bascombe
id Famxy Bellows, dated two-and-
hirty years back, and a wiUl carefully
lrawn and formally executed, by which
Fnas Bascombe, in the same year, be-
queathed his entire property of every
lescription ta Fanny, his beloved wif e,
ind after her ta her chi1dren by bim,
Dr, failing issue to their marriage, ta
er unconditionally. This will, duly
signed and sealed, was witnessed bLy
Dne Philip Watçrs and Betsey An-*
drews, neither of wbom, to judge by
teir cramped and illegibie autographs,
were so mucb in the habit of petiman-
ship as of handicraft.

Miss Foijambe read the whoie of
these documents with the most pe
cie attention, to6k another good Io
at the bandsome young woman, who
night or might flot have been Fanny
Bascomnbe nec Beilows, and, then lay-
ng tbem ail upon ber lap, leaned back
n the old brocade easy-chair, put ber
foot upon the castellated tender-bath
relici of Reubens--and applied herse!f
to thought

Tbey must have been hidden from
Fanny as well as the rest of the world,
for na woman would be sa careless of
her marriage certificate as to seli it in
an aid table without remembering it.
And the will? Miss Foijambe pursued
and captured a floating idea that a will
ta be good for anything had ta bc
proved, and after that was kept-
somewhere, flot in the secret drawer of
a card-table at any rate. 1

Yes, Jonas was clearly a crafty oid
fellow who chose ta keep the reins in
bis own bands, and even whiie be-
queatbing bis entire property ta bis
bandsome young wif e conceaied the in-
strument by wbicb he did so, and very
likely neyer informed ber of its exist-
ence. Tbe marriage certificate had
been hidden also, as a cboice rod ini
pîckle, sbould Fanny prove unruly-
perhaps even Jonas had denied the
marriage, or at any rate kept it private.
But if be bad died witbout revealing
bis secret, wbat tben? How had Fan-
ny nianaged ta prove ber marriage and
bow bad sbe secured ber inheritance?
Miss Faîjambe wove romances innum-
erable, and imagined as many termina-
tions to tbe wbole affair as tbere were
days in the year, but yet witbout coin-
ing within a bundred miles of the truc
anc. At iast she started up and clap-
ped ber bands togetber.

"I bave it! Varens !'" exclaimed sbe,
and rusbing to ber secretary wrote a
percmptory note summoning Varens
to attend ber at the carliest possi'ble
moment.

Thîis proved to be late in tbe evening,
and Varens bimself proved ta be a
littie, dry, withered oid mani, with
eager gray eyes, thin lips sbutting uP-
on eacb other like the lips of a steel
trap, and more wrinkles upon his face
than hairs upon bis bead.

Varens called bimself a lawyer, but if
hie had made it police detective, unat-
tacbed hie would bave come nearer the
mark. Miss Foijambe had employed
him upon a former occasion ta ferret
out the whereabouts of a missing bus-
band, who, wlien found and broughti
home to bis weeping and lovable wite,
revenged himself by knocking berW
down and kicking ber; but then that
was no fault of Varens or Miss Fol-
jambe, and only resulted in the latter's
cmplo ying thle former at a round price
ta get the disappointing husband shut
up in the penitentiary for five years-
a canvenient device by whicb the wife
'vas protected, aid the husband re-
tained within easy reach should she
desire ta Viqit him.

"A..h, good-evening. Mr. Varens!" ex-
caimied Miss Foîjambe, as the lawyer

cntered lier presence in the stealtby
and apalogctic manier peculiar ta him.
"Youl are the very person 1 most wish
ta qec."

Varens rubbed his dry hands ta-
gethier, with a littie crackling noise as
il thiey lla( been covered with parch-
ment, aid smiled discreetly.

"A great miny persans would bac
-lad ta have Mi-s oliambe give therm
thiat assniraice." said hie.

"A great manv persans are rot
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