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spite of all his efforts, and bas proved to be
the greatest blessing ever conferred upon this
<counutry, h

. Speech of Hon. Prov. Sctretary.

, . Dr. Tueper theh rose and, said:—I und-'x=
fook fto show the House that every possible
teans had been taken to familiarize the coun~
try with the'question under discussion, and to
ascertain a8 far as possible the sentiments of the
people, and in making that statement I was met
by the rejoinder from the hon. member from
East Halifax, thet although I had discuesed in.
general terms the principle of nnion in the ad-

. Jjoining Provioce, and in varipus places iu this

Provioce, I had not propo-ed such a plan of
" union as that devised at Quebke. If the hon.
member would refer to the NewBrunswicker news-

' paper,” in which.my address was fully reported,
and tothe same address which was delivered by

invitation in different portions of tlﬁs Proviunce,

he would find that I propounded just sucha

- gcheme of union &8 was arranged at Quebec and
in Westmio+ter Palace Hotel. The hon. mem-

ber then challenged me to produce one'tittle of

evidence that Mr. Howe had ever comgitted
himself to the question of Confederation.\ I dg
not intend to wander over the two volumes,con-
taining the name of the hon member for East

Halifax on the title page, and on almost every

Jeafof which the resder will find that Mr. Howe's

claim to position in this country has %een large-

1y rested upon the fact that at all times and on.

&l occasions he advocated the greit question of

unior; but T may trouble the Houge to read two.

passages, which, Iam sure, will convicce thé
antelligent people of this conutry that Mr. Howe
faas pledged himself to the Confaderation of the

Provinces, I shall vefer to a public let-

ter written by bhim ‘as far back ‘as
1849, when the Britislk. American League,
of which Hon. Geotge Moffat was Chairs
man, undertook to- suggest important con~
stitutional changes, Mr. Moflat was under the
impression that it was a legitimate course of
dealing with questions of great:publicimport for
public assemblrges to be called together, and
-#or the people at public meetings.to express their
gentiments; but what did the present champion
of the people’s rights say—thé’ man who has
presented himself in London as the exponent of
the public sentiment of this country: beciuse he
bas held some public meetings and got up a few
petitions? He wrote aletter in 1849 to the Pre-

" gident of the League, in which he dilated on the-

. impropriety of any public man undertaking to
deal with great public questions. in any other
. plage except in the legislature of his country,
and when he was Jothed with constitutional au«
thority.. Heré is_tHe letter written’ under his
own:hand ia which he condemus such public as-
. semblages as he hag held in this Provinces,

“A Confederation of the Colonies may be the
desire of your Convention. If go, the objeet is
legitimate; but it must be pursued- by legitimate

. means. - Believe me, # cur only be wisely attained
"' by and through the Provincial Legislatures, not by
- self elected socteties acting independently.ard in de~

Jance of them. Suppose to~-morfow propositions

o
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apraiost n tmion which has been carried in”

“one measure, one tariff, one post office.

'

were submitted to the Lower Colonies for g Le—(
gislative Union or” general Confederation. I ™
made by the Goverbment and Parliament of
Canada, they would be treated with deference |
and respect. If made by a party in opposition,
they would not .be for a mioment entertained.”
Here you find' Mr. Howe: teiling the Presi-.
dent of one of the most important conventions
that ever assembled in Canada, that the course
he was pursuing wae improperx-that he h d no.
right to deal with such.matcers outside of Par-
lisment. This is the same maun who haa been
persmbulating ‘the Province, and undertaking
to say that in this free country, where we have
been entrusted with British ine‘}itutions by -
which the public sentiment can be Iegitimately
expressed, what was the legitimate wode in
1849 should no longer be pursued in 1867. In"
the paragravh I have read dyou find the moat
unqualified cont:mpt hesped upon the course
which Fmself and the gentlemen associated
with ¥im have pursued.” Having shewn you
his rpinion as to the mode in which this mea~
sute thould be treated, let me now explain to
you the origin. of the phrase *‘ new nationality,”

-8o often quoted in the discussion of this ques-

tion. If we go back to 1849. we actually find
‘that the phrase originated with no less a person
than Joseph Howe. In the same letter to the
Pr_asidqnt of the British American League, he
said 3 - .

. “We desire. free trade among all the Pro. R
vinces, under one national-flag, with one eoin,

We
feel that the courts, the press, the educational

“inst'tutions of North America 'would se elevated

by union; that intercommunication by rail=
roads, telegraphs and steamboats would be pro~

- moted ; and that if such a combination of inter-

ests were achieved wisely, and with propar
guards, the foundations of 4 great nation in friend-
ly connection with the mother country would be
laid on an indestructible basis.” , .

If in 1849 British America could #spire to a
national flag, are not these Provinces at the pre-
gent day equally qualified to have a common
flag? Sir, in this ye-r of 1867 his successors
have accor-vlished that which with him was .
only anidea and a dream,; and instead of receiv-
ing from himself and his friends thit praise and
encouragement to which we are entitled, we are .
attacked for having adopted those principlea
thus early propounded .and thus strongly ad-.
vocated through tig entire life, as traiters to the
constitution of our country, and as having for~.
gotten what we oweto our own people. Les,
me turn again.to his statement in 1854, when,
the question of uuion-came before the. Liegisla-
ture on 4 reso ution moved by Mr. Johostcn,
his public opponent, and when, with his ica
pacity to follow any one but himself, hépro-
pounded his views on the organization of the
Empire ; but did he ssy- anythiog in, favour of

‘s Confederation ? Read his speach,; and you

of the most fervid eloguen¢e. e ‘then pro«
pounded ‘what he considered the bzst schema

will find him dedling with‘tlg,quemiop in terma
viz., Tepresentation inthe'

pexial Patliamenty



