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(T, ýTHE PRINCIPALS 0F QUEEN's.
T this tinie, wxheu the advent

of aniotiier P~rincipal miakes
anotiier landinark iii the
history of QÇ)teeni's, it niay
'lot bc uinitercsting to
glance backwards for a

e e_ few miomients, and briefly
retrace the bistory of Principal Gor-
(lon's predecessors.

J nst sixty-two years have passed
since Dr. Liddell, the first Prinicipal of
Queeni's, entered upon his duties. Few
P~rincipals have beguni work under
simiilar circumistanices, for bis ap-
P'ointmlent, inch to the consternation~
Of the Bioard of Trustees in Kingston,
throtigb sonie nllisconiception- on the
part of the Colonial Committee of the
Chnirch of Scotland, who Were respon-
sible for it, actually preceded the es-
tablishmnit of the College, and Dr.
Liddell leaving Scotland in haste,
Urged by wbat lie supposed to be the
pressing nlecessities of the yotîng insti-
ttiiol, arrivecl at Kingston ta find that
evervthing was stili totally nprepar-
ed' for heginning work, iot even a
bouse providecl in which to begin the
classes, while the few intendiiig sttu-
(lents had nlot heenl notified of the Pro-
spective opening. Great was the per-
Plexity of the trustees, and the disap-
Pointmeîit of Dr. Liddlell who, in coin-
Mron with the Colonial Commiittee, had
supposed tbat everything was in read-

1iless tu COlIll1licC operatiolis, and the
t'liiicjl)al unily Ax~îîî.~ honse,

hmveer, w~as souii l)roctnred, the tra-
(litionial franie house we ail know so
well, which lias been put inito sncb
conistant re(luisition during the last
few years (more s0 perhaps than ever
during the early part of its existence)
and with the l{ev. 1'. C. Campbell, of
i})rockville, as l'rofessor of Classics,
the niew principal began the wvork.
The story of OÇiecii's early struggles
lias often been told. The work was
ilphîll, indeed, andl thougli Dr. Liddell
dIld bis uitmost during bis short tenuire
of office to strengtlien the struggling
life of the College, it was with a con-
stant sense of discouragement. 'He
semiîs from the first to have doubted
the advisability of attempting any-
thing beyond a Theological scbool,
an(l after the clisruiption of the Pres-
byterian Chuirch iii 1844 had divided
the friends of Queen's, and temporar-
ily lessenied ber resources, he opeilly
a(lvocate(l the closing of the Arts de-
partnient. Dr. Liddell resigned bis
post in 1846, and retnnlied to Scotland.
His letter of resigilatiofi to the truas-
tees expresses his ciscouragement at
the outlook before the College. Hap-
pily the main body of bier supporters
were still inispired by a bope and con-
fidjence which have been silice amply
justified. With Dr. Liddell, Profes-


