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RDITORIAL NOTRS.

REPLYING to Mr. Davin in parlinmont on
Monday, Hon. Mr, Fostor sald ho had asked
Licutenant-Governor Mackinvosh for a come
pleto statorrent of tho accounts and Habilities
of tho Torritorial exhibition, As sooh s
received the governmoent would take tho
whole matter of sattloement inza consideration,
This looks more hopeful for tha areditors of
the oxhibition. We beliovo this matter will
eventually be sottled by the Dominion, and
cortainly the government is morally ro-
gponsible in this mattor, as tho oxhibition
was certainly regarded asa Dominion Giovorn.
ment affair throughout.
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THE Montreal Witnoss has a oartoon boar-
ing on the recent loyslty resolution in tho
Dominion parliament, Tho Witnoas ropro.
sents Canada as professing loyalty to
“Eogland.” The resolution mado no rofor.
ence whatover to England. Canada through
her parlinment declared hor loyalty to tho
Emnpire, and aflirmed her willingness to mako
great sacrifices to maintain tho causo of the
Empire. England, like Canada, is n portion
of the Empire. When we spoak of loyalty,
we intend it to mean that we are deterinined
to uphold our own position as a part of tho
Empire, as well as being ready to dofond tho
general interests of the Empira clsowhero,
This is quite a different thing from doeolaring
loyalty to England.

*
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THE fruit growersof British Culumbia havo
organized an association for tho purposo of
extending their business next season, part.
cnlarly in the direction of Manitoba and tho
territories.  Weo underswand it is tho idon of
the fruit growers that they will bo ablo to
further their interests by forming a company
to ship their fruit direct to tha retail deplos,
instead of depending upon the assistanco of
jobbers. So far as Manitoba is concorned wo
doubt if the growers will gain anything {t
they undertake to go past the jobbers, On
the contrary, The Commercial is inclined to
believe that they will find this course to have
beed 2 mistake. If tho growors will pack
their fruit in good shape and place it in tho
hands of jobbers in first class condi*‘on, thoy
will, we beliove, come out hottor i« tho ond
than by going to the small rotail dealors,
The towns are mostly small in this country
and most of the rotail dealers can tako only
limited quantities of fruit at a time, Besfdos
their returns would be slowand unsatisfactory
to an association such as tho growers gould
form. They would not bo in asgood position
as the jobbers to look after numorous small
accounts.
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THE remediai act to rostore soparato
schools in  Manitoba was introduced

at Ottawa on Tuesday. Asoxplained by tho
Minister of Justico it 1 vides, briefly, for tho
establishment of a board of education to cons
trol tho soparato schools ; thestandard of cdu-
cation to bo the same as in the national

vohools § Catholics may elect to pay taxes to
tho national schools, thus relieviag them of
paying taxes to tho separato schools; the
schools will bosubject to provincial inspectors
ns to entclonoy of teaching; school books may
bo suleoted by tho soparate school board from
any how in use in Manitobaor in the Ontario
publio or soparate schools, and the choico is
Hmiwd to these, The board of education
mny Yo appointed by the licutenant-govern-
or-fnecounail, but in defauls of such appoint-
monts being made by the provincial author-
{tlos, tho fedoral governor-general-in-council
will mako tho appuvintments. The financial
basiu~ really the most important matter—is
on tho principlo of district taxation for the
sopnrato schools, Catholics so taxed to bo
oxompt from contributing to the national
sohools, Tho question as to the sharing of
tho logislative grant with tho Catholics is
loft in an indofinite shape, but the act will
nssort that tho Catholics are entitled to share
in such grant,

*
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1.A8T wack The Commercial veferred in a
Urlol editorial paragraph to the evident need
of greator protection for fur-bearing animals.
Sinco thon correspondence has appeared in
tho oity papers domanding better protection
for doer, and a good case has been made out
in support of the demand. Qur game
animals as well as our fur-bearing animals
should cortainly boe fully protected. There
{8 no doubt but that the game laws are evad-
od in a wholesale manner. The noblest of
ull our game, the deer, should certainly re-
coive tho most liberal protection. FEvidently
o moro comprehensive and stringent law is
roquired for the protection of game and fur
animals, Our game animals are of great
valuo from tho standgoint alone of theattrac-
tion which thoy are to the country, and
overy offort should be made to perpetuate
thom.

+ ¥

1# the Dominion government were ap-
proached now, with the object of s curing
somo rolaxing of the gnarantine regulations,
11 tho interest of immigration to Manituba
and tho territories, we do not seo that thoy
could very woll refuse. The request made
by the Wiunipeg board of trade in this mat-
tor about a year ago, is really moderate com-
pared with the recent relaxing of the quaran-
une regulations in the East. The govern-
mont has permitted the bringing in of cattle
fn unlimitod numbers, in car lots or train
loads, tnorely on inspection. The board only
askod that bona fide settlers coming into the
country should be allowed to bring in their
cattlo, sitmply on inspection by & qualified
officor. Wo have not askead that cattle bs al-
lowed to como io for commercial purposes.
Suroly tho government caunot refuse, in the
{utorest of tho settlemen tof the West, what it
has already done in the East to aid a subsi-
dizod stoamship line. As itis now we are prac-
tlcally shut out of our best field for immigra-
tion purposas, by these quarantine regulations,
while wa aro receiving no benefit whatever in
roturn for this less. No time should be lost
in prossing this matter again vmon the atten.
tion of the government, if any concession is
to bo sccured «n time to be of any value this

yonr,

THE party spirit i3 always carried to ex-
treme longths in Caneda, and this session of
parliamont it seems to have boen even more
bitter than usual. It is therefore a great re-
liof to find that at least one discussion has
besn carried on in parlinment this session freo
from partizan narrowness apd party strifo.
Wo rofer to the so-called loyalty resolution,
which was moved by a Conservative, seconded
by a Liberal and adopted by the unanimous
vote of the house. For once there were
noither Tories nor Grits in the house, but all
wero DBritons. Narrow partyism was lost
sight of for the time in tho universal se.:ti-
ment of love and admiration for the great
Empire—tho greatest the world has ever seen
—of which vre form no mean part. This ox~
pression fr« m the Canadian parliament has
been called forth by the various dangers which
have recently threatened the Empire, I.ook-
ing at it in the light which we have at the
moment, the recent threatening aspect of
affairs has vastly contributed to solidify the
Empire and has given the Imperial idea a
great boost both in the mother country and
the colonies. The action of the Canadian
parliament i8 in no sense a menace tothe
United States. The American republic isthe
last country in the world which Canadians
would care to see the Empire come into con-
fliet with. At the same timo those of our
southern neighbors who have courted the
allusion that Canadians were anxious to
change their relations to the British Empire,
should just meke a note of this debate. It
might not prove entertaining reading tothem,
but it would remove the cobwebs from their
eyes, or at least the false impression from
their minds.

0

THE agitation in Winnipeg on the subject
of civic taxation has again waxed quite
strong, and it seoms likely that some chenges
wiil” be mado again. When the system of
the busiuvess tax was substituted for the old
plan of taxing stocks of merchandise, it was
thought that a great improvement had been
made, but it seems now that there is & vury
strong feeling among a large section of the
business people in opposition to the business
tax. Somo have even advocated going back to
the old system. We do not see, however, how
any reasonable person can for s momont
entertain an idea of going back to the old
system. It is quite true that the system now
i forco has increased the taxes of 2 number
of business men, in some cases to a serious
extent; but even after making every allow-
ance for this, tho new system is certainly a
great improvement on the old plan, and taken
all around i3 more equitable. There are no
doubt some inequalities and hardships under
the present business tax, and every offort
should be made to cither remove these, or try
to formulate a better system of taxation. But
to go back to the old personal property tax,
absurd asit isin principle and practice, is
not worthy of intellizent men,  The feeling
seoms to provail that the wholesale dealers are
tho principal supporters of the present busi-
ness tax. The wholesale dealers carteinly
agitated against the old system, but they are
not responsible for the working of the new
plan. They opposed the old plan bscause it
was working a great injustice to them. The
wholesale trade of Winnipeg is the most im-



