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Et_‘aan;uc Smith's Sohobls.-

—

Hov. Lather David Huwmplreys,
O.C., after s thorough searching and
oxamination of the nriginal documents
hias discovercd that for yeurs, ayo ovon
for mnro than two centuries ('atholic
tennnte, on soveral largo estates in
Ircland, have Dbeon syetemationlly
robbed of large sums of monoy le-
queathed to them for tha edueation of
their ohildren, Al tho tonants on tho
Smith-Barey Latates, Co. Tipperary,
and the Lord Derby reservations in
Limerick, besides thoso living in tho
Barony of Dunluce in the County of
Antrim, and upon catates m tho
County Galway, wero included in the
last will and testnment of Irasmus
Smith, Alderman of the ey of Lon.
don, who came into posscasion of
60,000 stutute acrez of someo of the
best lund in Ircland——under the Acts
of Settlement nnd Explanation during
tho years 1006 and 1084, Before his
demise Eengmus Smith divided his
lands into three parts, 1o left one
part to poor schools, irrespective of
rehgious denominution ; one purt to
tho predecesuors of the present Lord
Dorby ; and the romainder to tho
predecessors of Mr, Smith-Barry of
Now Tipperary fawe.

For 284 years tho directors of theso
schools have been obbing the tenants'
children of their birthright, and have
been giving these ondowments to
othors, whe had no legal right what.
uver to such benefactions. In 1865
an Edueational Endowment Aot was
passed, oxplaining and confirming the
titlo of tho tenants' children to theso
endowments as distinctly and clearly
as an Act of Parlinment could do so;
and even yet, with the knowledgoe of
their past illegality of procedure, the
governors of Brasmus Smith board
refuse to grant one cent of the lurge
sums at their disposal towards the
education, either primary or inter-
mediate, of children of Catholic ten-
ants, whom Fathcr Humphireys proves
most conclusively to be the heirs-at-
law of Erasmus Smith, and the really
intended recipients of his manificent
endowments.

Home Rule government is expected
to unearth a large number of similar
injustic-. and downright acts of rob-
bery which the unsophisticated and
torrorized Catholics in lreland bhave
been subjected to for the last two
hundred years ana more. Boards
named by Government for the propsr
distribution of endowments and chari-
ties nover considered that Catholics
vere iocluded in bequests, in which
thero was no mention of religion, or
that they were entitled to any part of
the sums donated to them by con-
sciontious Protestants who, in their
last moments, sought peace for their
souls by attempts (however late or
inadequate) at restitution of ill-gotten
goods.

The bistory of Erasmus Smith fur-
nishes a striking illustration of the
ethics, social and civil, that obtained
in his day. He was an Alderman of
the ity of London who undertook,
with other citizens. to equip and pay
for an army of 5,000 foot and 1,000
cavalry for the suppression of rebellion
in Ireland. Extsnsive estates and
thousanés of acres of the best land in
that country wore promised all those
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who couttibuted largely to the war
fund, and who wero called Adventur
crs.  The arny equipped by Erasmus
Stith & Co. nover reached Ireland ;
1t was marched off by Oliver Cromwell
agoinst tho forces of Charlea 1., who
was defeated and afterwards beheaded,
Thoszo who contributed were nnt for
gotton, however, Erasmus Bmith
wans appointed contrnetor of supplies
in focd and olothing to tho fanatics
and savage Qospellors led by Crom-
well to tho Conquest of Ireland. After
tho sicgo of Drogheda, and the mas
sacro in cold blood of ita inhabitants,
Smith obtained for s roward 21,709
acres in Tipperary, with 3,704 acres
in Limerlck : his portion in Galway,
Antrim and other counties amounted
to well nigh 50,000 acres of oxcellent
pasture and tillage lands.

It is now cstablished beyond all
possibility of doubt that by- letters
patent and a chartor grantod in 1069
Erasmus Bmith provided for tho prim.
ary, intormedinto and university edu-
cation of tho children of all tenants on
his vast cstates, ns well as for tho
cducation of a certain number living
swithin 20 miles of Galwey, Limerick,
or his cstates in Antrum.  No religious
test whatover wae required as a condi-
tion of acceptance, so that all children
of Catholio tenants were s much
entitled to their sharo of the endow-
ment as Protestant children. Although
a Board of Commissionors has at all
times existed for tho proper application
of such provisions, no Catholic child
has ever reccived any benefit from the
proceeds of those funded estates. Tho
Board Commissioners, of whom Vice-
Chancello. Chatterton is chairman,
try to get out of the difliculty by
stating that tho poorer classes have
their National schools, and that inter-
mediate and university education is
of too high a character for bestowal
on the children of poor tenants. But
the people have to pay thewr taxes
towards the fund that maintains the
National schools; and when cach
district, as in Canada, and probably
as under Home Rule, shall have to
support its own schools, the Commis.
sioners’ argument must fall to the
ground.

Father Humplreys has gone sll
over the districts named in the endow
ment charter, and has Jiscovered a
Iarge number of tenants' sons receiv-
ing intormediate education, and seve-
ral professional men who had passoed
through the Univorsity. On one
cstate, within an area of six miles, 135
boys were receiving intermedinte edu-
cation, and 269 professional men had
passed through this University course.
Not one of these had received a
farthing’s benefit from the provisions
of Erasmus Smith endowment. Nor
iz it likely thar the tenants on the
Smicth-Barry or Lord Derby estates
shall ever profit by them, until a homne
government appoint an honest Board
of Commissioners, who will meet out
justice and fair play to all the children
of the country, whethor Protestant or
Catholie. -

The relation of such flegrant ncts of
injustice to the poor tenants, and of
such porsistent alienation of {uuds
from their intended 2bject, farnishes
one of thoss incortrovertible argu-
ments that crop up every hour, show-
ing the absolute necessity of an Irish

Government secing to ita own intornal
interests and managing its own affairs,
as well in tho spiritual as in tho tem-
poral oxder.

Fronnhﬁ&:hooll.

Snmo yeacs ago tho Minister of
Fdueation appointed the Rov. Frof.
Roynar, the Rov. D. D. MolLoeod
and Me. J. J. Tilloy to inspeot
certnin  schools in tho Provinco
which were practically Frenoh ashocls.
‘I'o roport madoe by thoso gentlemen
recosmacnded the establishment of a
apecinl model schiool for the training
of Fronch teachers, tho withdrawal of
the unauthorized toxt books and tho
wtroduction of bi-lingual roaders.
Stops wore immediately taken in ordor
that these views might bo carried out.
Tho samo gentlemen havo again beon
sent out to sco what progress has
been made ; thair commission oxtend.
ing this time only to the schools of
the countics of Proscott and Russoll,
Tho Plantagenot Mode! Sohool ocou-
pies a prominent placo in tho roport.
The County and Townabip Councils
granted $1,000, and incroased the
yearly grant to $800. All subjeots in
tho ourticulum aro taught in English,
The bonefits arising from this gcliool
are not confined to the Eastern part
of tho Province, but it hus supplied
several teachors to othor parts. Tho
roport  quoted by the Globe shows
great success in tho charaoter of the
different schools and the progress
made in English :

Out of tho 60 schools vhited in 1859, 17
were olassified o3 vory satisfactory, 2l as
fair, -1 18 ** as achools in which the pupils
know vory little Fuglish.,” Now the classi.
fication {s: 30 as very satisfactory, 16 as
fair and 11 as inferior. .

In 1889 tho whole numher of classes in
English reading books was 177 ;: now there
are 208 classos, an increaso of 81 per cent.
Tho increzso in Engliah text.books other
than readors is atill moro marked, or from
23 in 1859 to 110 in 1883, an increase of 376
per cont.

The timo given for teaching in Hoglish,
which was two hours daily in 1859, is now
threo houra.

In 18S9 thoro were 3,210 Frencl children
carolled, and of these only 2,484 were loarn-
ing Fuglish, whilo now there are 3,640 en-
rolled, and of theso 3,681 are learning Fog-
lish. This showsa reduction in the number
not learning Boglish from 726 {n 1889 to 69
at the prosent timo, Aud tho commissioners
further stato that nearly all of thoze 59 had
a'tended school but & few wecks.

The Sunday Strest Cars.

The memorable twenty-sixth of
August hes come and gone, and we
are bonton, but not discouraged. With
a voto of 18,128 against 14,101 which
our opponeuts had, what great reason
is there that we shonld be disheart.
ened? In point of numbers it stands
48 1.5 per cent. for the carg, and 531
4.6 per cent. against them. But there
is no use closing oar eyes, or con-
g.2tulating ourselves upon our morsl
victory-—wo have not yet reached the
turn in the lane, though this second
vote has shown that we are much
nearer to it. The World deserves
groat credit for the plucky, hopeiul
fight it mede for liberty and unselfish-
ness ; and altbough coveted triumph
is not theirs, still, ag it remarked in
its issue of Monday, it is still young,
and it may woll rejoice in the grow-
ing lifo and strength whioh belongs
to it. The day is not far dis-
tant when the phariesism which
now rejoices will bewail its defeat,
and when the bigotry which armed
thio majority of our opponents in this

contest will haul down its black flag
of porscoution, The 1Wurld ia vzl
whon it says that : * Tho only v .on
that hundreds of people hind for voting
ugainst the onrs wna becauss Arch
bishop Walah had rigned tho potition
to haw: tho quoction voted on.”” With
tham it was not a question of moral
right and wrong, or of public benefit «
or injury : it was simply that it Gatho-
lics wish tho cars we will nct have
them. Thoy did not reason or liston
to protest. Hnowledge of what a
Suuday upon Christisn  principles
enould be thoy had none. Their
theology was ncgative, and their
bigotry tho only pcative quantity in
their problem. Mon reap as they sow;
and tho ovil seod of religions perscou.
tion can nover produce, on Canadian
soil espeocially, anything but tho worst
of fruit. o close thio question—into
which our clerical opponents drove
ug moro firmly than the merits of tho
ocase demanded.

In advocating Sunday Streot Cars
not only were wo fighting for tho
greator liberty of the individual: wa
worc fighting the bigotry and insolence
of men who nover appear in public
print excopt to insvlt our prelates,
priests and peoplo. We wore never
vary hopeful of success on lnst Satur-
doy; the growth of tho question
seemed too forced and sudden. It is
no use ieoralizing afterwards; but the
arguments on the opposite side are so
weak and contemptiblo that the friends
of the Strect Cars may well alford to
bido their time, for they will bo all
the strongor. Until then we must be
eatisfied with pulling down the majori-
ty, snd tho knowledge that we are on
the sido of right, liborty and fair
minded justice.

AR New Prayer-Book.

——

Wo bave received from the Monas-
tury of tho Praoious Blood in this city
a very neat little prayer-book written
for the spread of devotion towards the
Precious Blood. Tho title in the
French copy is ** The Manual of the

recious Blood, or The Book of the
Elect.,”” The Euglish edition has un-
bappily snppressed the first—and the
translation appears with the monopo-
lizing title of The Book of the Elect.
But this by no means detracts from
the intrinsic wvalue of the volume
itself, filled aa it is with a piely which
expresses itself in extatic ejaculations
and the most forvent prayers, and
which bas fcv its objects every aot of
religion from the Mass and the Sacra-
monts {o the ordinary dutias of daily
life. Anexample or two may be given.
Two of the early chapters containing
pointed scriptural arotations and use-
ful advice on the sanctification of
almsgiving and work are very practi-
cal. Many new features characterize
this fervent Manual, which will be a
holy guide to all who may fzel an
attraction towards that most constant
source Of all devation and piety, The
Precious Blood of Our Liord. 1t isfor
gale at the Convent of the Precious
Bliod, 8t. Jasaph strect, Torouto.

A despatch from London announces that
Mr, Blake sails for Canndn on Saturday.
Tho Irish party Tuceday lnet gavo him a
a farewell dinnor, Tho Pall-Mall Gazetle
is accountablo for tho report that the Cana.
dian statesman is not likely to represent
Bouth Longlord in tho next session,



