
THEE LEGA NEWS.

man can bear witbout baving bis inteilectual
faculties irnpaired for life. Men of very exci-
table temperament, and who have been ac-
customed te work out of doora, often fali into a
decline after two yeara' confinement, and die
before completing tbeir third year. Those who
remain eigbt or ten years in reclusion sink into
something like imbeciiity, and seidoma live long
after their discharge. Advocates of the cellular
system point to Belgium, where there is no
transportation, and where every man sentenced
te penai servitude serves bis time in soiitary
confinement; but the Belgian system is much
mitigated by the aystem of marks. .To begin
with, every Belgian convict bas two-fifths of
bis sentence struck off at once, simply because
he is iiupposed te adopt cellular punishment
from cboice, thougb, aince the old bagnes have
been abolished, the option wbicb. convicts for-
merly bad no longer exists. In the next place,
the Belgian convict knows that by unremitting
industry and good conduct be can earn marks
enongb to reduce the remainder of bis sentence
by baif, and be bas thus the most powerfulin-u.
centive te, good bebaviour and bopefulneas.
There is no possibility of cbeating the man out
of tbe liberty be earns. On entering the prison
he gets a balance-sheet, upon whicb be enters a
regular debtor and cred.itor account with the
government: s0 many marks earned represent
80, many days of liberty won. Thue, a man sen-
tenced te twenty years sees, bis sentence at once
reduced by eight yearq on account of tbe cel-
lular system; and it then becomes bis own busi-
ness te, reduce the remaining term of tweive
years to six. At this rate it will be seen that
a Seigian sentence of five years js no very
terrible matter, especialiy when it is remembered
tbat by a merciful provision of the code tbe time
which. a conviot bas spent in prison before bis
sentence is deducted from, tbe term of that sen-
tence. Tberefore, supposing a five year man
bad been three months in gaoi before sentence,
and both worked and bebaved extremeiy weii
after bis conviction, he might be out in fifteen
months.

Tbere is a sbort cnt ont of French penitenti-
anies too; but it is such a dirty one that the
authorities ougbt te be ashamed of themeelves
for encouraging men te take it. A moderately
intelligent réclusionnaire wbo bas served baîf
bis time, or even lea sometimes, may, on bis

private demand, become a mouton, or spy-pri-
soner. Re is subjected to certain tests, with &
view to ascertaining wbether he is sharp, aud
whether he can be depended upon; and if he
successfully passes through these ordeals (te
wbich he is put wit*hout being aware of it) b10
is forwarded to somne house of detention, or tO
the Préfecture de Police in Paris, where he iB
empioyed to worm secrets out of prisoners
awaiting trial. To do this he muet assume ail
sorts of parts, and sometimes assume disguisefl;
and he carrnes his life in bis bande, for he occa-
sionaliy bas to, deal with desperadoes whO
woud show him no mercy if they suspected his
true (haracter. Ali this unsavory work does
not give the man bis feul iiberty; but he maY
range freely witbin the prison boundaries. He
la weii paid, and be is generaily aliowed to go
out on parole for a couple of bours every week.
In the end, he gets a year or two struck off his
sentence; but after his discharge he generallY
remains an informai spy and hanger-on of the
police, and it need scarcely be said, that of 8il
spies he la generaliy the most rascalIy and dafl
gerous. It la feilows of this kind wbo lead
men into planning burgiaries s0 as to, earn 8
premium for denouncing tbem. They are fore-
moat in ail strect brawis and seditions, piayillg
the part of agents provocateurs, and privatelY
noting down the names of victime whom theY
wiii get arrested by-and-by. They are, In face
a detestable race, and it cannot be wondered et
that when detected by the palsa wbom. theY
dupe they sbould be killed like vermin.

IV.
French female prisoners and convicts are

treated witb more kindness, on the wboie, tb5D
persons of their class are in England. Thei r
matrons and warderesses are Augustine nuusi
wbose rule, thougb firm, la gentier, more merCiî
fui, and more steadfastiy equitable tban that Of
laywomen could be. The female convicts are
aiiowed tbe same pniviieges as the men inl tb9
matter of eurning money and bnying thingg ate
tbe canteen. Tbose of tbem wbo are young alg
enjoy a privilege not granted to, female convictM
in other countries-that of having busbands
provided for tbem by the State.

Only tbese busbands muet be convicte. E0~
six months a notice is circuiated in femalel'eI"
tentiaries calling on ail women who, feel mindId
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