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in cvery large city who don't go to market because they have
pothing wherewith to buy; then what use have they for tecth, or
how many dentists can they support?  Some will say, if you
cducate the people to attend to their tecth, dentists would get more
{o do, But education, under present systesns, only increases the
miscry of the poor because they learn what might be douc, and
have not the means to do it

Every intclligent student of human affairs knows that the con-
ditions of mankind arc stcadily growing worse,and with an increase
of wealth we have an increase of want, This is the great modern
paradux, The ingenious sophistrics of some modern political
cconomists make it difficult for the people to understand this. 1o
fact, they flatly deny that ic is truc.

We owe it to an Amecrican writer to have tlearcd up this diffi-
culty morc completely and more intelligently than has been done
before, and 1 would rccommend those who wish to understand how
it is that our present cconomic system nccessarily produces and
perpctuates poverty to read  lidward  Bellamy's new  book,
* Equality.”

‘The limited time at iny disposal prevents me going into this
subject very extensively, 1n the production of wealth there are
three great factors, Land, Labor,and Capital,and under the present
system each claims rcmuneration, but only labor should be
rewarded.  The trouble arises not so much from the production of
wealth, although the system is very poor, not well organized, and
subject to an immense amount of waste of cffort and time.  But of
the system of the distribution of wecalth every intelligent and
honest man in the world ought to be beartily ashamed.  There are
four great factors in the distribution of wcalth which 1 will bricfly
note just for the purpose of drawing your attention to the subject s
namely, Rent, Interest, Profit, and Wagces, which need to be care-
fully studicd in all their relations to socicty before any adequate
idea of the reasons for the widespread discontent, poverty and
misery of men, women and children in Christian countries can be
had. The three first factors, rent, interest, and profit, under our
individualistic cconomic system, arc monopolized by the compara-
tively few, and as they absorb the bulk of all surplus wealth pro-
duced, the mass of mankind must of necessity be left poor.

The fourth factor, wages, distributes a portion of the wealth
produced among a very much larger number of persons, and is the
only saving or redeeming factor in our miscrable, unscientific and
unjust grab game. But the wage carners, with those dependent
tipon them, constitute about nine-tenths of all the consumers of
wealth, and so they are paid only about onc-fourth to one-fifth in
wages of what they produce. Consequently they can buy back only
a small part of the wealth produced. Hence the modern paradox of



