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impaired, and be baa lost all ability of will 
to do. without Divine assistance, any spiritu 
al good. It is only when divine grace en
lightens the understanding, disposes the will, 
guides the deal resend su pernatu rally changes 
the heart, that he can will, and put into 
practice, that which is good. Here we have, 
again, man’s superiority over the brute crea
tion. Geo. Johnson.

Point de Bute, October 23, 1851.

Obituary Notice.

Far the Wesleyan.

Died at Economy, Colchester, on the 6th 
day of July last, Maut Amelia, eldest 
daughter of Thomas and Margaret Donkin, 
in the 23rd year of her age.

About four years ago Miss Donkin was 
afieted with a cutaneous disease in the form 
af measles from which she never wholly re
covered. Here a foundation was laid for 
Ant fatal malady consumption, which ulti
mately carried her to the tomb—the House 
appointed for all living.

■ Like too many others, Miss D. in her 
youthful days was thoughtless and apparent
ly unconcerned about her everlasting well 
being. But.during the revival of religion at 
Hiver Philip, two years ago, last spring, she 
became convinced that she was a sinner and 
needed the pardoning mercy of God. Be
ing of a reserved turn of mind she did not 
so freely and fully make her state known 
as some others would have done, but it was 
evident to all, that she was deeply penitent, 
thoughtful and serious. In conversation 
with a young friend who had lately experi
enced religion, she intimated that she intend
ed to join the Society. The reply was, “ If 
you think you are fit, you may” ; this inju
dicious remark discouraged her and she 
made no further attempt while she remained 
at River Philip. Shortly after her father 
removed to Economy, here she would have 
united herself to the Church of God but she 
had no opportunity of doing so.

Our departed sister continued generally 
to decline until about six months before her 
death, when she was wholly confined to her 
bed, from which she never rose, only as she 
was lifted. As eternity drew near with its 
solemn realities, her affections were more 
and more weaned from the world. She ap
peared as one about to lake a long journey. 
A week before she died, she divided her 
clothes among the members of her family, 
and gave directions about her funeral. She 
wished her remains to he taken to River 
Philip, there to be deposited in the Wesley
an burying ground ; and that there might be 
no unnecessary delay she had her grave 
clothes in readiness, and the necessary pre
parations made for her friends to follow her 
remains to the grave, their last resting place. 
Though she was of a retired disposition, and 
seldom said much during her illness, yet for 
sometime before her death she conversed 
freely and cheerfully u]>on the all-important 
subject, Christ and the atonement. All 
that visited her were satisfied that her 
peace was made with God, and that she was 
prepared to dwell with him in llis Kingdom. 
The morning before she departed this life 
she called her brothers and sisters to her 
bed side, and taking each by the hand, gave 
them her last—her dying charge to meet her 
in heaven. Her last moments were tran
quil. She had no fear of death—the sting 
of death which is sin was taken away—she 
felt her interest in the Saviour’s blood and 
therefore desired to depart and be with 
Christ, which is far better. The last words 
she was distinctly heard to utter were, “ Lord 
Jesus receive my spirit.” These site repeat
ed three times, ami fell asleep in Jesus, to 
wake no more until the morning of the re
surrection. Thus lived and died one who 
was called early in life, to exchange time for 
eternity, and mortality for immortality.

« O' what h life ’ Th like a flower 
That blowoms-aml U gone : 
n fleurwtw* its little hour,
With all it! beauty mi ;
l>catti comer—and like a wintry day,
b —»* the lovely flower aw ay."

Yotir’s truly.
Weslky C. Beals. 

Amherst, October 31, 1851.

The greatest truths are the aimpleet, and 
to are the greatest men.

JHEJVESLEYAN^
Halifax, Saturday Moraine, November 8, 1811.

BENEFITS AND CLAIMS OF CHRISTIANITY.
Our only hope for the real and permanent 

benefit of our world is in the extension of 
the Gospel of Christ and the experience of 
its soul transforming and soul-elevating in
fluence. Without this agency, ever present 
and over operating, all other appliances to 
secure the permanent advancement and pros
perity of our guilty race, on a solid founda
tion, will prove ineffectual. The Gospel is 
at once the patron and the promoter of all 
that is good and great in human character, 
and useful in human enterprises. It exalts 
the mind, sharpens the intellect, purifies the 
understanding, extends the views, gives sol
idity to the social fabric, and introduces and 
fosters the various amenities of life. It is 
not antagonistic, but friendly, to the arts and 
sciences, and encourages and sanctities the 
efforts of every rank to advance the general 
good on the largest possible scale. Religious 
men, ceeteri* paribus, are the greatest bene
factors of the world, not only by reason of 
their pecuniary ability, but by their moral 
worth, their faith and prayers, their gracious 
example, and because religion supplies them 
with a principle of endurance and persever
ance unfelt by men of the world. The ac
tual condition of the world at the present 
time affords a luminous proof of the correct
ness of these views. Wherever the Gospel 
most extensively prevails, and its claims and 
obligations are acknowledged, and its benign 
and hallowing influences are felt—precisely 
there, the human mind has attained its high
est culture, arts and sciences have won their 
greatest triumphs, and the social interests of 
the people have received their strongest im
petus. We are anxious, in these days of 
excitement on worldly topics, that these con
siderations should not be overlooked, and 
the glorious Gospel of the ever blessed God 
fail not to command that supreme attention, 
and receive that ample support, which its 
paramount claims so earnestly demand.— 
Amid all other undertakings, let us not neg
lect to push out vigorously, and in all di
rections, the appointed instrumentality of 
human regeneration ; and to seek to bring 
into operation those religions influences, 
which alone can transform the wilderness of 
the human heart into a fruitful field, estab
lish peace on earth and good will among 
men, render life valuable, sanctify its ills, 
and make its enjoyments truly blessings.

A new BefinitiDn.
“ Converts to the Truth”—thus in effect 

defined by the Christian Visitor-—the im
mersion of a Methodist minister at Balti
more, and his union with the Baptist Church ! 
After this, we need no nfore urge the en
quiry—“ What is '1 ruth ?” Immersion in 
water, we may suppose then, is “ the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.” 
Pity St. Paul had not been thoroughly in
structed into this new system of truth. Had 
he been, in all probability, this significant 
passage would not have appeared in the 
first chapter of his first epistle to the Co
rinthians :—“ I thank God that I baptized 
none of you, but Crirpus and Gains ; lest 
any should say that I baptized in my own 
name. And I baptized also the household 
of Stephanas : besides, I know not whether. 
I baptized any other.” Compared with the 
judgment and conduct of St. Paul, our Bap
tist brethren make altogether too much of 
immersion generally, and especially of gain
ing a proselyte from a Christian Church.— 
The utmost wish of the writer, whom the 
Christian Visitor quotes, appears to be, that

the minister in question “ may continue to 
exert as powerful an influence" among the 
Baptists as he did among the Methodists. If 
lie exert no more, the cause of Christianity 
will gain nothing by this “ convert to the 
truth,” and for any increased beneficial ef
fects, the Reverend gentleman might as well 
have remained as he was. “ The advocate 
of a pure yospeV is expected not to exercise 
a greater influence than he did, “ when the 
truth he preached was mingled with those 
shades of error which lie has renounced !” 
The religion or philosophy of this we do not 
understand ; yet it m;ty perfectly harmonize 
with the theolog'ealand philosophical views 
of the man who can pompously herald a 
change from pedobaptism to nnti-pedobap- 
tism, from sprinkling or pouring to exclusive 
immersion, as a conversion to “ the truth.”

Nora Scotia Sabbath Alliance.
We direct attention to a Notice which ap

pears on our last page of the Annual Meet
ing of the Nova Scotia Sabbath Alliance to 
be held on Tuesday evening at Temperance 
Hall. We bespeak for this useful Associa
tion the liberal encouragement and support 
of our citizens generally, and especially of 
all who are interested in the observance of 
the sanctity of the holy Sabbath. As a 
people we cannot expect to prosper, unless 
in connexion with obedience to the commands 
of God ; and although we are not prepared 
to assert that this City or Province is char
acterised by a greater desecration of the 
Lord's day, than other cities or countries of 
the same population, yet we hesitate not to 
state, that there is sufficient violation of the 
fourth commandment among us to require 
the most strenuous efforts of all lovers of the 
Sabbath not only to suppress the iniquitous 
and God-dishonouring infringement, but to 
raise the tone of Sabbath observance and 
foster a higher regard for the duties and 
privileges of that holy day. On these ac
counts we hope that the Annual Meeting of 
the above Alliance will be largely attended, 
and a liberal collection taken up in aid of its 
funds.

Sardinian Stair*. ,
A correspondent of the London Watchman, 

writing from Turin, says—The Scriptures 
arc now easily introduced into the Sardinian 
States : five years ago, a single copy of the 
Word of God became, at the Custom House, 
a subject of suspicion and offence ; now they 
pass freely and as a matter of course. Even 
controversial tracts can be, and aVc, printed 
at Turin without let or hindrance. Nor is 
this the case in Piedmont alone ; but in Savoy 
also. The Agent of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society lately informed me that he had 
obtained, without difficulty, permission to in
troduce into the capital of that Province, 
three thousand New Testaments. Indeed,so 
eager are the people to obtain copies of the 
Scriptures, that a bookseller at Chambéry 
has actually obtained some from Paris,which 
he is rapidly selling at enormous profits.

New Paper.
The first number of The New Era, pub

lished by William Cunnabell and edited by 
W. C. McKinnon, made its appearance on 
Tuesday of this week. The second number 
issues to-day ; afterwards it is proposed to 
issue it tri-weekly. The Neio Era is well 
got up ; we wish the undertaking success.

The practice of making big books « f8r, 
tainly on the decline : writers do not 
their thoughts through numerous and bulky 
fjlios as in the days of Prynne. The *u!>. 
stitution of fact for theory, of the experi
mental for imaginative philosophy, |i03 b«.e|| 
fatal to voluminous authorship. Thoughts 
or short essays, will contain all that is uew 
which even powerful minds can communi
cate on most subjects. Great books can on
ly be compilations ; Smith might have com. 
pressed all that is original in the Wealth oj 
Nations into fifty pages, and Malthus, all the 
original matter of his work on population, in
to much less.

—

In a paper read before the Evangelical Al
liance, the Rev. Dr. Urwick stated, that the 
number of Roman Catholic Clergy in Ireland 
might be estimated as follows :—Prelates, 
28; parish priests, 98'J ; curates, 1,439; 
other clergy, 322. Supposing this statement 
to be correct, it appears there is a proportion 
of one clergyman to every 1.765 persona is 
that communion. The Episcopalians have 
12 prelates ; 1,518 incumbents, nnj 791 ce
rates ; making an aggregate of 2,261 minis
ters. The Presbyterians arc divided into 
several bodies, tbo number of ministers in 
all being 6G2. The total number of Metho
dist ministers, including all the divisions of 
the Mcthodistic family, amount to 248.— 
Congregational ministers, 25 ; Baptists, 16 ; 
United Brethren, 11. Exclusive of Unit», 
rians, the number of Protestant Minwten 
amounts to 3,12-1, outnumbering the Roman 
Catholic clergy by 455, and being in the 
proportion of one Protestant minister to 
2,021 persons of the whole population, nod 
to each, 500 Protestant.

An association of Germans at Cincinnati 
has been formed for the diffusion of infidel
ity, the members of which are distributing 
infidel tracts gratuitously.

An American edition of tho theologies! 
works of Dr. Arminius, of Leyden, the eels- 
brated antagonist of Calvin, is about being 
published at Auburn, N. Y.

A public testimonial is about being pre
sented to the Rev. Mr. Gorham, in acknow
ledgement of his able and uncompromising 
maintenance of Protestant principles, and of 
thankfulness for the happy termination of the 
late conflict in which he has been engaged 
with the Puseyite Bishop of Exeter.

Dr. McClintock, the talented and learned 
editor of the Methodist Quarterly, has been 
elected to the Presidency of the West cyan 
University at Middletown, Connecticut

In tho Sandwich Islands there are 441 
Protestant Schools, with 12,440 scholars, and 
102 Roman Catholic, with 2,35V scholars.

On the 25th of August, in the Protestent 
Church at Lalir, in Germany, seven of the 
most influential and highly respectable burgk- 
ers seceded from the Romish Church. They 
were all fathers of families, had married 
Protestant ladies, and, on this solemn wen- 
sion, presented their children to the cleigy- 
men to be instructed by him in the ProW- 
taut faith.

Fruits ok Missions.—At the last anni
versary of the London Missionary Society, 
it was stated that one-fifth of the society^ 
income for the past year had been contribut
ed by converts from heathenism ; and up
ward of 82,500 have already been received 
by the British and Foreign Bible Society 
for Bibles sent to Tahiti, by the John Wil
liams, on her last voyage.

The Droy he da Conservative state* that 
Lord Bellow, and his son, the Hon. K. J- 
Bellew, liavc conformed to the Established 

Church.

Of one thousand infants nursed by the 
mother, about three hundred die ; of tbs 
same number nursed out, five hundred <&•-


