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JESUS CHRIST COME IN THE FLESH.

The ark and the camp were, in some sense,
nescessary to each other during the journey through
the wilderncss. The ark, seated in the tabernacle
on which the cloud rested, had to guid- the camp ;
and the camp, in its order, had to accompany and
guard the ark and all connected with it.

This was the business of the camp. There was
to be subjection to the will of Him who dwelt in
the cloud ; dependence on Him who led them daily ;
conscious liberty because of having left Egypt
behind them, and hope because of having Canaan
before them. Such a mind as this was to be in
the camp; but its business was to conduct the
mystic house of God onward to its rest, ‘* the pos-
session of the Gentiles.” (Acts vii. 45.)

Their journeying through that desert would not
have constituted divine pilgrimage. Many a one
had travelled that road without being a stranger
and pilgrim with God. In order to be such, the
ark must be in their company.

The mind of the camp, of which I have spoken,
might betray its weakness, or forget itself, and
this might lead, as we know it did, to chastening
again and again. But if its business, of which I
have also spoken, were given up, there would be
loss of everything. And this did come to pass.
The tabernacle of Moloch was taken up, instead
of the ark of Jehovah, and the camp, therefore, had
its road diverted to Damascus or Babylon, far




