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MORE CENTRAL RAILWAY BILLS|
Members of the Pugsley and Robinson |

governments loudly asserted that the Cen-:
tral Railway showed a surplus. Nobody
believed the statement. The opposition
proved that the surplus wea purely n,
matter of bookkeeping of the kind with‘t

which the old government made the peoplei
all too familiar. Yet only those in the old !
government’s confidence knew how bad :
the story of the Central really was. ml

public will not have all the essential facts | .

until after the commission of investigation |
bas finished its work, but interesting in-!
formation about the road continues to :
come out, and all of it is of the one cha!’-I
acter. The paper surplus is overshadowed |

|
by the actual deficit. In the House of
Commons on June 8, “replying to Mr.f
Crocket, the Minister of Railways said

that the railway department had an \mJI

Though . have pointed out the mistakes | statement of the underwriters that they
that they propose to make and that the l would grant it when the c¢ity had the iull1
structure will be worse than useless if; gravity pressute from loch fomond un-
put up in this way, they won’t listen to ‘ der the plans prepared by Mr. Barbour,
me. Therefore, I propose in the in-ig;4 when these plans had ‘been perfected |

terests of my employer to stop the pro- | . L i e
Modin(s el the other fellows to | 1B detail. This matter is one of ‘nnmen.e
. impottance to the eity, and the final

| put the fence up properly, or until our
"employer has an opportunity to judge of ! steps should be taken catefully and should
| the xmftter himself. Consequently I am ) be-most clearly understood by the citizens |
determined that unless the fence 1s prop-‘{and the underwriters in order that the

lerly put up 1 will stop operations until s 4
such time as the other two fellows agreegque““m o G ineuriuce Ste W) &8

to consult our employer before proceed- |
ing with it.” Therefore Mr. R. L. Bor-!
den, being a conscientious, man, says toi
the other fellows, “Either make the'
Franchise bill right or dissolve par]ia-%
ment, and we will consult the people
about it.” |

MUNICIPAL ENTERPRISES
The: Londen Municipal journal deals!
with British municipalities which are nowi
publishing their annual fiméncial state-%
ments concerning the public utilities theyi
own and operate. The Toronto World,
which favors municipal trading, and which '
properly maintains that municipal owner-
ship is bound to grow in this country,
owing principally to the:greed and selfish-
ness of private corporations aﬁd their
disregard for public rights, makes an in-!
teresting summary of the evidence furn-.
ished by the British municipal enterprices '
referred to. The World says, in ﬁart:——

Notwithstanding the high price of coal
and the monetary depression which oc-|
ourred in the fall, better profits are shown |
than were at first anticipated and in'
many cases large sums have-been a.llottedi

in_relief of rates. Among the cities that |
have recently published their accounts is '
Hull, where the water undertaking show-g
ed a gross profit of $178,000, of which
$30,000 went in rate relief. The sinking|
fund now totals $300,000 set aside out of |
profite. Birmingham’s gas enterprise had |
a very successful year, and the amount
transferred in aid of rates will not beg
less than $285,000. Bolton will save the|
equivalent of a shilling rate out of iu%

. elections had gone the other way in March L

adjusted balance against the New Bruns-, :’l:bli:v:rvices, ;h‘{ tot;lm:roﬁtl used in |
4 . e ¢ Lis amounting to 000, of which '
o £ - . y 'y :
wick Coal and Ra..llway FPOmp&ny o $9 Ahb g Wanly coutiibutes $100,000, the|
450.04 for car service, freight balance, tic- gtreet railways $40,000, the electricity de- '
ket sale balances and car repaire.” | partment over $35,000, and the markets.
We should not have heard much about; 310’900-. There are only a few of the’
B e e i U provinaisl PTOtYIEding caterprises. |
The London Municipa]l Journal, from |

5 ; hich the above returns are taken, calls!
last. Now we shall hear more about.it. | gpecial attention to the case of Spalding, |
Time was when Mr. A. B. Copp, M.P.P.,i with a population less than 10,000, and
ptovincial organizer of the Liberal party, & rating value below $250,000. The coun-
expressed doubts about the Central Rail. + Cil owns the market tolls, the corn ex-

: ¢h
S e e the Glwa, i oael N e e
:  works. Its price for gas is 60 cents per
profitable to the province, seems long to 1000 cubic feet, while in an adjacent dis- |
have been profilable to Mr. Copp. On' trict the charge is 96 cents. The rate- |
March 20, 1008, after the elections, Mr. i payers, as gas consumers, benefit in this
Copp was paid $375 for attendance at Ot- | ::i :ione :;y. ‘::;a‘; $7,000, and in addi-
! ia e ral the town were relieved |
u.wn. and efpenses there in °°n_“°°t‘°“ | by the allocation of $10,000 out of profits. |
with the claim for a double subsidy for; ‘Dealing editorially with the eompam-‘
the Central. This $375 included a trip in ! tive results of public’and private opeu-q[
it s |
March last, for which he was paid 8175, | tion of street railways, the Municipo.l}
and another in December, 1907, for whie’hi ';0:‘:3&1 fm yee tl:he fdllowing ir{)t:aresting‘
: g . | details from the government rd of |
be 30: $200. Seven days at $20 a day, '“di trade returns. ‘The local authorities made
$60 expenses. | @ return on capital of eight per cent. as
Mr. Copp’s activities in connection | compared with a company net revenue of
with the Central in 1905 appear to h‘”‘l four and a half per cent.; they draw 8
yielded him the modest sum of $1,050—for ::;":“e . “’th“:le °i";°“"" i
g i y more than ir rivals; their net
legal services. What the legal 8eIVICe® | revenue per track mile is nearly £300|
were does not yet appear, but doubtless greater than the companies, and they car |
particulars will be forthcoming later on.  ry their passengers at an average fare of ‘
The entries in the Central's books u““% 1.05d compared with 1.20d charged by

far available show that on July 7, 1005, ' i
& vl ese Vi i
Mr. Copp received $50; on July 21, $500; antages they pay their employes |

| better wages and a larger number of the !

and on October 21, $500. | undertaking relieve the rates from |
The payment of §875 on Mareh 20, 1908, | profits. During the financial yesr 19054,
indicates that Mr. Copp did not find the | for instance, local authorities peid £240,-|
Central personally unprofitable, even after | 041 in relief of rates, a sum which il|

. g . iequal to 28d in the pound of the assessed
the electors had overwhelmed the Robin-' o op . o the acsisted towns. In addition:

son government. Why Mr. Copp ehould ¢ this the municipal position was improv- |
have been the man to go to Ottawa on‘_ ed financially by the repayment out of |
he several occasions mentioned, mther{ revenue of money borrowed, to the extenti
G i e o e govemment,f;’f :wa,sc?et Fl.xrther, the average nte'
b o o e e sy other | Jor depreciation is more bha.n double that |

e i o of the companies.” And, it may well be
matters connected with the Tentral at‘ added, there is no conflict between pub-

|
|

i

be made clear when the investigating com- of a cheap and efficient service.”

are now sunk in mystery this ome may lic and private interest in the provision anese alliance caused talk of the same

| business. They cannot too soon realizé

private enterprise. In addition %o all |

mission calls witnesses and hears theirk
sworn testimony. ’

THE WATER . SUPPLY

" St. John is ‘mow receiving water through !

A PARABLE
Hon. Mr. Aylesworth, who framed the

{ both mams under full pressure from Loch |
|

1Lomond, and while other weak spots in'

Franchise bill which has caused t.he‘iNo, 2 main may yet be detected, there N

settled finally and satisfactorily. Until
the rate comes down the Loch Lomond
extension cannot be regarded as complete,
though a8 to the improvement in the vol-‘
ume and character of the water there can
be no doubt.

. A WRETCHED SERVICE

The St. John Common Council and the
Bo‘ﬁrd of Trade ought to devote some a.t-f
tention to the telephone service which '

subscribers in this city are now receiving. '

| The Union of New Brunswick Munidipali- |

ties, Whose members are interested in the
handling of public utilities, will find tele- |

| phone conditions in New Brunswick an:
! interésting and profitable field for in-

quiry.

Every telephone subscriber in this city, |
particulatly every subscriber who uses the |
telephone for business purpokes, is at
present paying city rates for s village
service. Delay and inconvenienice, mie-
taken connections, intertuptions, lack of
clearness and lack of privacy are dl.ilyi
encountered. If the telephone merger ledi
to” these conditions, the suspicion with
which the merger- was regarded when it
was before the Legislature is being justi-
fied. If the directors of the telephone
trust cannot improve upon present condi-
tions the public will be compelled to take
action in self-defence. For no set of men
can long be permitted to inflict upon the:
public—~which alone makes their bminessi
possible—any such poor imitation of a
telephone service as St. John is now pcy-“

ing for

The men who control the telephone
company camnot too soon get it into their
heads that the enterprise is mot a private

that unless the service is brought up to
a standard that will satisfy the subscrib-|
ers the company is not fulfilling the con-
ditions of its franchise.

The Legislature did not hand over to
the telephone company the right to sell |
the people an inferior service.. The grant-
ing of the franchise imposes a perfectly
understood duty upon its holders. They
are bound to provide a good service, and
it is time they began to do it. If the
responsible men connected with the oon-|
cern pass the word along that radical im- |
provement must be made no doubt it vn.ll
be made. If it is not made, and prompt- |
ly, the Common Council, the Board of

Trade, and other organizations ‘represcnt-i

ing the public will be compelled to imsti- |
tute an inquiry into telephone oconditions. |
The public has been altogether too pa-
tient in this matter, but fortunately it ia}
not helpless, and further annoyanoce will |
lead to an aggressive movement to bring%
the company to a proper realization of the |
fact that it is a public servant, and there-
fore within reach of discipline.

A GRAVE ISSUE

Talk about a formal Anglo-French al-
liance in place of the existing entente has
raised grave questions on both sides of |
the Channel. The entente means friend-
ship, sympathy, and mutual understand- !
ing; but alliance, if it is to mean more,
must mean mutual aid in case of war.
French journals now question the
strength of the British army. The Jn,p-i

| gort, and offence was given Britain by | ¥ .
Japanese politicians who eaid Britain | (in the United Kingdom) seems to be a
should agree to reform and increase m’
army before Japan signed the treaty. Bim-
ilar expressions of opinion in Paris now :

jead London newspapers to say blm:ltlyi

| that while the British are oconfident that

‘theirn. There is, then, no defensive-of-
fensive compact between Downing: street
and Quai d’Orsay. We hope there never
will be. It follows that the war offices
and admiralties have not occupied them-
selves in working out the plans for a
problematical joint campaign against some
hypotheticsl enémy. Even in the imagin-
ing of such contingencies there is an ele-
ment of provocation. In a remarkable
article, to which we called attention yes
terday, & distinguished French newspaper,
which sometimes is ‘entrusted with official
inspiration though not, we think, upon
the pilesent occasion, proceeds upon a
fundamental error. ‘Great Britain,’ says
the Temps, ‘has always desiréd a Conti-
nental ally’ Historically the statement
is not correct. As to the present it is
absolutely misleading. For the defence of
our own shores and the protection of our
Empire we ate stronger while we stand

| alone. We may fairly reckon upon giving

a good dccount of any assailant at ses,
and, while that is sb, we are moré im-
pregnable while we have only ourselves
to look after, and can make peace with-
out thought for the destinies of an ally.
To put the matter bluntly, we can keep
the invader out of London, or it would
be cur own shameful fault if we should
tafl. But it would be supremely difficult
for us to get an invader out of Paris.
Wnat the Temps says about the insufi-
¢iency of our land forces, if treated as an
estimate of Mr. Heldane’s military

| schemes, is painfully apposits, Nor do

we see how the criticism can be rebutted.
There is but one way of nullifying the
strictures—taking measures that they
shall no longer be true. We must provide
ourselves with an expeditionary force
which really could be sent out of the
country and a territorial guard that could
effectivery garrmson the United Kingdom
and act as & reserve to the army on active
sérvice.”

The Standard proceeds to remind the
Temps® of the full significance of a su-
preme navy. While admitting that at
present the British army is not big
enough, the London journal contends that
the British navy is an asset of incompar-
able value, far overshadowing any ad-
vantage which a prospective ally oould
offer to Britain in return. The Temps, it
says, has overlooked the lessons alike of
the South African and Russo-Japanese
Wars:—

“We were enabled to pour in successive
reinforcements at a distance of 7,000 miles
because we hold unchallenged command
of the sea roures. Similarly the might of
Russia was crushed in the first instance
by the Japanese admirals, nor.would the
Micado’s generals have ventured on their
Yand advance if their return had not been
secured by Togo’s unconquered battle-
ships. In the event of France being en-
gageéd in hostilities with some great Eu-
ropean Power we could neutralize her
enemy’s maritime strength. Indeed, we
could hold considerable armies in vigilant
impotence on the coast, and could con-
voy French transports: and troopships to
any point where a landing of men unex-
hausted by long marching would effect
a formidable diversion. 'By the aid of the
British navy the French army could at-
tack its foe on the flank and break up
that organized onward rush that may de
termine the fate of a whole war. This
we could do at the very outset of hostili-
ties. . Presently, we should be busily en-'
gaged in équipping and drilling a compe-

tent militia which, when it had been!

‘shooted over a little, would meet on
equal terms the finest troops in the civi-
lized world.” =

But the Standard i» convinced that

| there will be mo hard and fast alliance,

and it probably is right. The English
bave the sea for a frontier. France is
Jess fortunate and must pay a higher
rate of insurance without ever securing an
equal propise of safety from invasion.

TARIFF REFORM AND CANADA
While agreeing that Canada should not
try to impose its tariff views upon the

| people of Great Britain, the Toronto

News believes Canadians will soon have
s definite offer of preference from the
Mother Land and that they will then

have to act promptly in regard to Im-
perial trade. “A tariff reform victory

| eertainty of the future—probably of the

near future,” says the News. “The
! Unionist party leaders have not as yet

'apeciﬂcally outlined what is to be their

| line of procedure on this issue when they
| come into office. But the first step prob-
| gbly will be the appointment of a commis-

trouble at Ottawa, has been seeking by ' no present reason to antici ;
d ; pate any seri-, i
| they can keep the Germans out of Londdn gion of inquiry to confer with the eol-

means of a parable of his own devising to ' cus interruption of the service. Indeed
shift the blame from the government to it should soon be possible to subject the“.
the opposition: The Ottawa 'Citizen,:second main to a pressure which wil]:
which coniders itself a good judge of quiet the suspicions of those who said it !

parables and politicians, has this homely | could not be placed in a trustworthy con- |

comment upon the Minister of Justice, dition. |
and his little story:— g The time to talk about a reduced in- |
As an expounder by a parable on the surance rate is now approaching. It will|

stump, H:fn A. B. Aylesworth is “b"’“'i be remembered that when the water sup- |

as much of a success as he is as a states- ! {
w was cut off ent:

man on the floor of the house of com- - irely somg monthe 4go, |

mons. He likens the present deadlock in | : ’
parliament to the performance of three ‘ caped from it in torrents undermined the

farm hands who are employed to build; other main and caused it to collapse, pull-

theyarenotpmpamdtnkeepthcmoutaf
P:risortoejoctthemiithﬁygotin.'.l’he
London Standard argues against an al-

rather delicate but eminently practical
questions of high politics. The Standard
says in part:—

“So far we have gome, but no further.
There is a definite but contingent under-
standing. But there is nof, and in

For an alliance would mean that war was

coming, or seemed to be coming, upon

| onies. The point that interests us here

in Canada is: What is Ottawa going to
| do about it? Premier Deskin, of Austra-
! lia, has committed the Commonwealth to

| liance, and in doing so it touches some ., jnterImperial preference hcheme on

%brocd hnes. Canadians are maintaining
| the ocorrect attitude of allowing the peo-
;ple of the Mother Country to decide the
issue for themselves. But when a policy
| of tariff reform is adopted, it will be ex-
¥oeedingly important that we have here in
! the Dontinion a government alert to the

 one pipe broke and the water which es-| human probability will not be, an sllisnce. | ;;jengiq opportunity of obtaining a. valu-

: able preference in the British market.”

! As Canada has given Britain a prefer-

s fence; two of the farm hands, according | ing the joints apart. Fairly considered, | one or other of the Powers. In the case o0, gnd kept the door open for some

Yo Mr. Aylesworth, proceed with the work | 414t wag an extraordinary accident ex- |

of construction, while the other carries
sway the rails and prevents the work !
going on. The industrious farm hands
\re supposed to be the government, while | great care in testing No. 2, and it now
the erratic rail-remover represents the | appears to be withstanding the full pres-

opposition. Mr. Aylesworth has got "heisure satisfactorily. But it is understood |

varable twisted. It ehoyld be read ﬂusithat a further and more convincing test |

way: Three farm hands are employed to|
build a fence, and the farmer who em-|

of ecither being threatened 'with an at-
tack upon its existence, the uiders’mnd-

{ years, her course in case tariff reform car-
| ries the day in Great Britain, should be

tremely unlikely to recur. It has been|;;, would forthwith take another form: | eagy and natural—provided always the
' necessary to proceed deliberately and with' the potential alliance would become ac-| English and Canadian manufacturers do

tual. Let it not be imagined that the£ not quarrel over the details. In England

difference is unsubstantial. If the gov-
ernment of France, entirely changed in

e upon an adventurous policy of self-ag-'
is to be made by subjecting this main, by\ grandizement, the English people would | will ask more than the general consumer

| there is no more talk about Canadians al-
| lowing the English to do all our manufac-

| character and aime, should start forth tyring, but when the bargaining day

| 3 :
comes, manufacturers in both countries

ploys them pays them for constmch’ng‘ means of a water ram, to a pressure much | not be bound to bear it company, and in either country will consider just. A

y good fence. Two of his employes pro-lgreater than it would ever encounter in |

~d about their work in a manner that: ordinary use, that is, this would be an,

e c.fmvinced will not be satisfac- ' abnormal pressure which would not againl‘
‘heir employer. Consequentlyl

< farm hand says: “I am i

¢y a fence being erect- excessive pressure, the city would be in!

some wild crusade, for, let us say, the for-

ported by the verdict of their countrymen

| would, undoubtedly, tand aside. Similar- | preference on our food stuffs would en-
|1y, if a British ministry should engage in | able us to push forward wheat produc-

| tion with the guarantee that the British

i ] | cible enfranchisement ‘of Macedonia, prac-| market would take our out-put on terms
If the main should withstand this| ¢ o1 statesmen in Paris would be sup-| which the United States and Argentina

| oould not secure from their present best

-fied will not meet a position to ask for the reduction of the' in saying thet the business was none of ' customer. A few years ago the verdict

T

of the British electors indicated that the ‘is a despatch printed by the Halifax Her- ' any such appropriations for a singie hour.

protection necessary to give the Colonies
a preference worth while would not be
considered. Today, as the News says,
protection has gained ground in England
until the next general elections seem like-
ly to place its advocates in power. Lord
Salisbury’s Hastings speech is sixteen
years old. Before it reaches its majority,
perhaps wiﬁhin two years, Britain is like-
ly to be found using a tariff weapon
against protectéd competitors. When she
does it should not be a task beyond the
powers of the statesmen of that day to
prepare and adopt a satisfactory scheme
of all-British reciprocity by which the
members of the British family will profit
very materially. Canada’s French: treaty
is regarded in England as having reduced
the value of the British preference con-
siderably. At all events it serves to give
the tariff reformers a moving argument,
and they are making good use of it.

BULLER’S SIZE

Buller, the soldiér, died before his gene-
ration was in a poeition to judge accur-
ately of his stature as a commander. In
the reviews of the day, where his name
and fame are much discussed, thers is
discernible a tendency to speak well of
him because he is dead, and, fortunately,
in a few instances the discussion gives
evidence of discrimination in weighing the
evidence bearing upon his place in his-
tory. Buller might have done much more
than he did had not the War Office been
afraid of a “butcher’s bill.” Had he dri-
ven through the enemy’s ceéntre, even at
frightful cost in the way of a casualty
list, the howl over the losses would soon
have been drowned by praise of the fact
that, after all, he had done the business.
The British had had many “little wars”
before South Africa. These had been
fought in far cornems, and generally were
over before the arm chair strategists and
the man in the street had a chance to
air their viewsz on -strategy and tactics.
But Buller fought at ths end of a tele-
graph wire connected with a capital whose
people were inclined to shudder at losses
which they would have thought txjiﬂing
at a later stage, or which in years long
past they would have deemed negligible.
And now one reviewer tells us Buller was
the victim of politics:

“In a certain sense he was a vietim of
political considerations. The campaign he
fought was not the campaign he planned.
The project he had drawn up when he
left England was to march straight to
Pretoria. He reasoned that the Boers
would concentrate directly across his path
and would endeavor at all costs to pro-
tect their capital. They would keep out
of Natal, because if they stayed there
Buller would get between them and their
base. When Buller landed at the Cape
the Boers were operating in Natal, but he
proposed to disregard-them and push on
rapidly to the North. The panic in the
Cape Colony and the pleadings of Natal
caused the home government to overrule
him, and he was compelled to begin the
campaign so ruinous to his reputation.
The plan he proposed was that on which
Lord Roberts and Kitchener acted, and
was indeed the only logical one, since
it had an objective the capture of which
would leave all Boer raids so many side
issues. Some of our own commanders in
the Civil War had experiences similar to
Buller’s, and it was not until the strong-
willed Grant assumed the leadership that
the nation realized that the best way to
protect Washington was to keep pushing
towards Richmond.” ‘

Another critic asks how Roberts would
have fared had he opened the war, and
the question is interesting:

“Wars have at all times opened with
the blasting of old reputations and ended
with the establishment of naw ones. This
is particularly true in modern times, when
the pace of fighting has been accelerated
with the general pace of life, when cable
and telegraph report the slightest check
to an army of blunder on the part of a |
commanding officer, and a high-strung de-
moeracy calls for immediate results. With- |
out absolving Gen. Buller from serious
error, or offering disparagement . to 8o
great a soldier as Lord Roberts, we may
&till venture to suppose the latter to have
been entrusted with the British command
at the outbreak of the war. Would the
hero of Kandahar have learned all the
lessons of a new country and a new enémy
without paying part of the price Buller
had to pay? Later, when Lord Roberts
finished the war by his deliberate, clear-
sweeping march across the two Boer re-
publies, popular opinion did not accuse
'hjm of unnecessary delay, ot of insuffi-
cient success at any one point. Mindful
of the past, England was nrepared to be
content with something less than all
France in Madagascar and Germany in
Southwest Africa, had to shift generals
before victory was secured. What Grant
could have accomplished as commander-
in-chief in 1861 instead of 1864, is an inter-
esting speculation.”

It is probably true that the North
in 1861 would not have permitted Grant
to fight the sort of campaign he fought
in 1864. The three years had steeled the
North to sacrifice and taught it the price
of decisive victory. As to the theory that
the beginning of every war blasts old re-
putations, there is a recent example which
will serve as an exeeption—Japan. On
land and at sea, the Japanese commanders
did the work assigned to them without
failure. There was some criticism of Ku-
roki at the Yalu, some complaint because
he did not follow up his success, but even
that criticism seems not to have been
justified. Tokio did not complain about
the price of vietory. Togo, Oyama, Ku-
roki, Oku, Nogi, from the first month of
the big war until the last, were men of
blood and iron. Buller, it may well be,
would have won through had he had no
one to count his dead and keep- telling
London. Even so, history would have
found it necessary to say later that the
right way was not Buller's.

SUPPLIES

We must suppose that the very idea
that any one even remotely associated
with him would seek to takewadvantage of
his position in a business way would be
repugnant to Sir Frederick Borden. A
careful reading of the cold storage story
must fasten some such conviction upon
the country. If, however, that was not
sufficient, we have further proof that
the Minister of Militia and Defence ab-
hors the thought of permitting those in
his family circle to indulge In commercial
transactions - with the government. Here

ald:

“Ottawa, June 4.—L. 8. Macoun, who,
with the help of his father-in-law, Sir
Frederick Borden, secured the Dominion
subseidy for cold storage warehouses at St.
John, was the subject of enquiry on the
matter in the public accounts committee
this morning. When he (cold storage Ma-
coun), was a broker at Ottawa during
twelve months he sold to the militia de-
partment $76,000 supplies, mostly metal,
to the Dominion arsenal. Secretary Jar-

vis, of the militia department, was wit- |

ress, and Crocket, of New York, the ex-
aminer.

“Tenders were called for from only
three firms for the purchase of copper.

! If the govetnment has not money duly
| appropriated to pay public salaries, it i
1 simply because the government, in the
"hope of stirring up strife, has neglécted
i to ask for it.

gans wers representing that there would
'be no militia camps this year, because the
opposition had ‘“obstructed” the appro-
ations for that purpose. :

| Thefact was that the government hag
. mever asked for euch appropriation,” and
tha minister has since declared the camps
"will be held this year as usual.

| The like thing had pregiously been done
{ with reference to the post office and other
sarvices, and with equal lack of any good

L4
i Two days ago, all the government ior- *

The lowest tender was Vogelstein, of New ground.
York. Macoun and Coughlin, of Mon-; Now the same thing is being done with
treal, gave equal tenders. Vogelstein's of- reference to the railway, but in this case
fer was rejected because he demanded  the offence is brought directly home to
payment on account when goods were de- | the government itself.
ltlveredf, whlile thfe departmelflt required a'
est of quality of copper before payment.

“The matter was referred to é')ir Fred- | No Independence Feeling in Canad?,
erick, who allowed the contract to Mac-| (Montreal Star.)
oun. It was shown by the record that! The London Nation, which is eo hostile

the rule of test before ment was re- ! :
Lsid Mo leas than $l4m S order |10 the policy of a Colonial Preference

of $17,000 was paid before the metal ar- that it sometimes permits its exaspera-.

;‘;}‘(’)ed iﬂchQ“ebecf- 0:&;30%‘1181‘ lot of f” | tion against the centrip=tal tendencies of
, a cheque for $33,000 was issued to,¢pe (olonies to show itself, has this to
M of i | iy 2 2
. 2%‘:33"36 E%r:u;gf gf; gdsqu:::iin‘i‘;“;re&' | say about ~udge Longley’s New York pro-
t . | phesy:
regulations and it was revealed that the! P ) : ; gk
advance payments were made not only | Mr. Justice Longley, a g‘m"d:a“ Jgdg::
contrary to the terms of the contmct,"?m’d the mtmatzzle pl!;tltu Ts & T‘; r::
but against the regulations laid down byigw‘u Qmer me or‘k ::;t hu;l 35
the department.” el Tgy’?g tha{; '“hméﬁh (.ant fa'e piis ::
. : - . ! would always have e most irient i
Only a wild-eyed partizan would assume | ¢iments towards }éngland she would ¥ ot

on this subject with fire and conviction.
When he reached Ottawa the fire went
out and the conviction became voiceless.
Yet the facts which were strong in the
opinion of Mr. Pugsley, the. candidate
should be even more potent in the hands
of Mr. Pugsley the Minister of Public
Works. What does the honorable gentle-
man propose to do about it?
. * ® »

The Canadian Courier has this one:

“They are having trouble at Tobique,
which is in Nova Scotia—on the Mira-
michi. The Northern Pulp & Paper Com-
pany wish to dam the Miramichi. Pri-

vate proprietors along the Miramichi |

would prefer to dam up the company.
They urge that to dam the river would
be to destroy the salmon as well as to
hinder the legitimate and hereditary busi-
ness of lumbering. In fact they claim
that three million feet of lumber was held

back last year by the Winding Ledges:

dam, costng nearly twenty thousand dol-
lars to extricate from the ice.”

If a visiting Britith journalist wrote
that sort of thing about New Brunswick
rivers and localities we should think it
funny. In the “national weekly,” how-

ever, it is sad.
- % @

Th‘e Nation in Arms (London), the or-
gan of the British National Service
League, argucs against the contention that

! compulsory military service impoverighes

a nation, and cites the following:—
: Per 100
Paupers Population
United Kingdom ,... 1,015,000 2.6

| France .......c...oee 290,000 08
Germany oo 320,000 0.7
Russia ...... ... 350,000 0.4
Austria ... 290,000 0.7
Ttaly (iCsiiciccacid 270,000 9.9

It adds: “It will be gathered from

these figures that in England, Irelnnd,l

and Scotland—the countries of voluntary
military ser\{ice—the average percentage of
paupers to the entire population is about
2.6. In France, Germany, Russia; Austria,

and Italy—the lands of a so-called op-
pressive military system—the average per-

centage of paupers is about 0.7.” It by'
no means follows, however, that compul-,

sary service in Britain or relief from it on

the Continent would, in iteelf, change the

figures quoted, or the conditions they re-
flect.

that Mr. Macoun’s success, or his a.ctiV-‘1 for ever be content to remain in the %im-
ity, in these matters, depended in the pire. The feeling for national indepen-
slightest degree upon the fact that he is' dence would grow and would lead to an
Sir Frederick’s son-inlaw. The drawback amicable severance, and he anticipated
: - el 4C%  that a treaty of alliance would replace the
about it, from Sir Frederick’s standpoint, i existing relations. Mr. Bryce, who was
is that since the present session began, | present, naturally protested against- this
the number of wild-eyed partizans has doctrine, but it is hardly possible to deny
been increasing at an alarming rate. It :)he gtro:;g hOI? it has not only in Canads
3 s | but in Australia.”

W°¥”d, be awkward if they grew into a ¢ s against the inference so calmly
majority of the electors. Still, by themmade in the last sentence that we wish
time they have their say at the polls, Sir to protesi. 1t is q‘uite possible to den.):
Frederick and his son-in-law may have re- | that “this doctrine ’ has “a strong hold’
tired on their laurels iin La.n'ada_: for we, w‘ho ought to know
= : ! something about Colonial feeling, do deny
| it most emphatically. In fact we could
NOTE AND COMMENT | not name, if pressed for an answer, &
While Dr. Daniel and Mr. Crocket are ?ml%le othel!]r mag °f .?y prsgme‘zfgl ‘;;EZ
seeking to re-awaken Dr. Pugsley’s dor- ](;x]nitsh s\1!“'(1:10 iz n(;)f.L ;.ACea-nadi‘an. at all, but
mant interest in Maritime representation, ap E;]glish gentleman living in Canada,
there is another subject to which they !looks forward to the time when Canada
might direct his attention. Some months | shall bo joined to the United States; but
ago he contended—in a public speech— {he is too well versed in world-politics to
. . | dream that it will become an independent
that the C. P. R. steamers going from|p,tion, Some years ago, there were a few
St. John to Liverpool ought not to be|other annexationists; but they have all
compelled to -call at Halifax. He spoke | disappeared in the face of the bounding
| prosperity and amazing growth which has

' come to brighten our future.
Canadian independence never has been
" a serious policy in (Canada. In the youth
' of Mr. Edward Blake, he was thought to
'have looked that way with a few other
| bold young spirits; but he soon abandoned
! the idea, and we saw him in later life
; leaving his party because he feared that
| its tariff policy would lead to annexation.
| Occasionally some dreamer or boyish en-
thusiast talks ‘‘independence” until some
one gets a chance to show him that Can-
ade is now more genuinely independent
than it could be with its own flag and its
own responsibilities; but to imagine that
“this doctrine” has a ‘‘strong hold” on
the Dominion, is to show one’s self wholly
ignorant of conditions out here. It has
about as strong a hold on Canada as-““Ja~

cobitism” has on Britain.

A DISTINGUISHED COCKATOO. -~
There has recently died at Leith Hall,

i nes and Leith Hall, Aberdeenshire, a very
distinguished bird. A cbrrespondent of
the “Scotsman’ gives its history: .

when the 93rd Highlanders, then com-
manded by the late Colonel Leith-Hay of
‘ Rannes and Leith-Hall, formed part of the
|attacking force, on one of the rebel
| strongholds, and carried it by assault, a
large white sulphur-crested Australian
i cockatoo holding forth in Hindustani was
| captured by a soldier of the regiment
| after the battle was over. Purchased by
| the Colonel, provided with a cage and
| special bearer cocky was present and un-
t der fire in every engagement during the
Indian Mutiny in which the 93rd was en-
' gaged. He pasted through the whole
| campaign unscathed—his narrowest escape
was when a round shot took his bearér’s
ihead off. Brought home by his
‘awner at the close of the Mutiny cam-
| paign, for nearly half a century cocky,
' who, from his gentle, affectionate disposi-
tion, was the pet of everybody, passed a
| tranquil life after the stormy scenes he
:had gone through. :
The bird was full grown when captured,’
| but what was his age or when he left his
ihollow gum-tree in the Australian bush
| for the palaces of Indian Royalties * can
lnever be known.—Westminster Gazette.

Alvin F. Smith of Montpelier (Vt.),aged

93, claims that the use of-.tobacco has pro-
longed his life. Luther P. Wood of the same
town, aged 90, disagrees, and to prove that
he was in good condition Mr. Wood, who
has never used -tobacco, recently walked
| two miles.
: A Poultney (Vt.), barber had the ‘privilege
| the other day of shaving a man over 80
| years of age who had never beén shaved be-
!fore by anyone except himself.

the family seat of the Leith-Hays of Ran~ -

“At the beginning of the Indian Mutiny, ;

Government’s Dishonest Tactics ‘
!

(Halifax Herald.) ‘

The Laurier organs are publishing the
following under scare heads and with com-
ments blaming the opposition with ob-
structing the voting of railway supplies:—

Moncton, June 2nd, 1008.

Dear 8ir,— I am instructed by the De-
partment to advise you of the fact that
the interim partial appropriation voted
by parliament for the work and staff un-
der the control of the Department of Rail-
waye and Canals, will shortly be exhaust-
ed, if not already &0, and that no further
appropriation has been obtained from par-
liament at the present date; and to in:

struct you to notify the several members |

of your staff of the position, leaving it
to their option to decide whether they
will continue work on the understanding
that the salaries or wages will not be paid
them until further supplies have been
voted.

Flease carry this out.

Yours truly,
D. POTTINGER.

This places the campaign of misrepresen-
tation right at the door of the government
itself.

The spirit displayed by the government
in thus trying to stir up the railway em-
ployes against the Conservative leaders,
by means of false suggestions, is worthy
of anarchists operating with bombs.

The government’s lettar does not charge
the lack of appropriation on the obstruc-
tion of the opposition, but the organs
have, no doubt, been instructed to publish
the letter with that cemment and sugges-
tion.

Of course, there is no truth whatever in
the suggestion.

The opposition has no more obstructed

the voting of supply to pay railway em- |
ployes than they obstructed the voting
or money for the salaries of the employes

of the post office or customs house, or
any other branch of the public service,
and everybody now knows, despite all the
misrepresentations of the government or-
gens, that the opposition never obstructed

Ichabod

| “The glory is departed.’”’

| 1Is shouted up to God:

iThe saddest cry that's uttered—
The wail’'of ‘‘Ichabod.”

i And ev'ry day a broken heart
Sobs out in bitter pain,

| “The Ark of God is taken,

| My life is rent in twain.”

| But God who gave to lsrael ’

| Forgiveness for its sin,
! Does not, in later times, refuse,
| And pardon man may win.

|
| Though life seems crushed beneath the blows
| That beat upon the brain,
i And torn the heart by Satan's dart,
{ To Shiloh turn again.
fFor though the Ark be absent,
| His temple still is there;
| And God is ever present
To those who seek by prayer.
SYDNEY BECKLEY
St. John, N. B., June 4, 1908.

I will,
(By S. E. Kiser.)
I will start anew this morning with a high-
er, fairer creed:
1 will cease to stand complaining of my
ruthless neighbor's greed;
I will cease to sit repining while my Quty’s
call is clear, ;
!1 will waste no moment whining and my
heart shall know no fear.
I will look sometimes about me for the
things that merit praise;
1 will search for hidden beauties that elude
the grumbler’'s gaze/ .
I will try to find contentment in the paths
that I must tread,
will cease to have resentment when an-
other moves ahead.

i

-

-

will not be swayed by eénvy when my

rival's strength is shown;
will not deny his merit, but I'll strive
to prove my own;
will try to see the beauty spread before
me, rain or shine—
I will cease to preach your duty and be more
concerned with mine.

-




