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il . NYÊODY WOULD MOST He chews his cigar a minute, drum

A think Fd been with the thoughtful on the 
/I Corrugated Trust long then seems to have a 5rW little idem 

ZJ enough to know that Old “Very well, Torchy,’ say; he.
-Cl Ï?*’ By SEWELL hum IM*. By «to McClure New.,.»., Syndicate

er it's Quick action from an office boy Him!” Bays I. “Why. had do any- . «nortn are still ’em and the surplus concrete has been was usin’ three of theseor a two-third. mSoiJy rote from the thing for me that the tow didnt etop grabbed my thrown out until they’ve been bedded drills andwere
W.*JT?SS^iîSJ& J hlU«r. enough, wh« tto-Jjrt —J-J*- -Jg - ‘
ter tliafl’m wonderin’ If K was a tank drifts in again them two *aa shut in caught •* All "How cumin'!*' says I. Why. away nearly opposite me and that the

V I wont up against so solid, or tt sdtoe- the private office tor moron halt an Course, I expect a framonp. 11 « of Ages look like lines of hose stretched out fifty feetto? bond este at mo. hour before I’m <dMl to I cortd them «my ^ a Extort tooth. And ell I got at

, Jüsrfinsr.s!* srAW/K'saraa SSajJSsras * ,r.tiViLiT.*arr^ti st&sttsns. Lt, iLï-—jjyr-jm> «"«jf-fj; “;,i“ t«î r-TV-ïs:
a^<TVr^>tbm^Jt dl.Uk<ri b? command, does he! And Ma traMng «hadowy^ttle grin myertf and boata ten ? U

most of the traffic managers between haa been whatf Four yeara ao offlco It to**»*- tliinktu’ up fool schemes. So I walks
here and Altoona, to lay nothing of boy. three ee Private secretary. It « .^î1 îîrht totoe around that duster of cement-eet
freight conductors, yard bosses and eo no uee, ElUne. Were not fighting of wtro. en Statt an! 3pools some more. I even climbs on

g on. Bat I’d untangled those nine cats this war with waste baskets or type- mtddleof JlMk between^l th and end gases up and down the
i laud got ’em movin' toward the North writers, you know." Broadway, tucked away looonapicuous p' trlverfand now I .was eteamtn' through “Oh. come. Major!" puts In Old to^Z^tod sny- MThey were still doing thlnge to make

a lot of office deUU that had piled up Hickory. “Why be unreasonable about tractor a junk •*/*“ 5“^?“,“ ,t Iock like a city street and more
while I was gone. I'd lunched lunar- thief I will admit that you may be ^ere In town, and U, tie «yin a good ^ Dm near
Ions on an egg sandwich and a war right, so far as It's beingfolly to send deal. * 1 where the Fifth avenue gates was the fenced,
doughnut that Vincent had brought up this young man to the front. But I teen r«v ‘rate Eb-tei edf In mouth of a shaft that led some-
to me from the arcade automat, and I'd do tnalot tort a. a lieutenant .he to WJ**** atreet gets hlb-tonM? the bowele <* Manhattan.
•phoned Vee that I might not be out rather useful just where ha to. h„ Hi Ytiiat dn^n below And while 1 was lookin' out climbs a
home until the 11.18. when In blows “Bah!" «noria the Ma^or. So lathe dereaby.^tUajmlythM^ownbetow a dlrty red flag. and holds
this potty party with Ore poison ivy farmer who's raising hogs and corn, they're «mneetto the new sudws », trafflc until a duU "Boom" an- 
leavseon hto shoulder atrape and da He's useful. But we don t putshouh JJ»»"»»*1*» nft‘”?o!o"j nSuucee ttast the offensive Is all over
manda to see Mr. EUlns at once, dor straps on him, or send him to 11 ttere» anything In toe way or old M hour or eo up towards
£M*,p? at&T heela toge,her bS^ or0™Pctilor-sTeds that Columbus Circle more industry was

"Sorry, Major," aaya I, "hut Mr. El- who've been trained to handle men; ^ t>®enleft ^^““o^hand to' out a atrip of pavement that had 
lins won’t be in until 10.30.” who know how to get things done, because they didnt have it on hand been re.laId and nearer by a gang

"Hrii!” says he, like bUin’ off a What we don’t want is—eh? Someone to leave. J , arln. UD more of the asphalt. ’
piece of glass. "And who are you, calling me on th® '^jono? iüBriÇt eute Wttle things, them 8^19^ ^ kind of interested In the way they
Lieutenant?" Yes, tola to Major Wellby. What? Oh. too; abort six J**1 hltfj. toreo wide, sonnai ^ you know, they used

"Special detail from toe Ordence n can’t be done today! Yea. yes. I and weW” a ton °r a® ”5hJ to (l0 tWa street wreckin' with picks
Depatoment, air," say. L understand «U that But aeehero. judge. And to make toe !»b«!movta tots crowd seemed

"Oh. you are, ell?" he snorts. An. Captain, that transport to duo to sail em ail the merrier an old cemen hay<j more mMieni metoode. They
other bomb-proofer! Well, tell Mr. at—Hey. Central! I .ay, Central! Oh, mixer haa been at work right next to
BUlne I shall be back at 11.15—If tola what’s toe uee?" 
sector hasn't been captured In toe And M the Major hangs up the re- 
meantime," and aa he double-quicks celT€r y, face looks like a atrawb’ry 
out he near runs down Mr. Piddle our Miortoake just ready to serve. Some- 
rubber-stamp officer manager, who has how Mr ElUns seems to he enjoyin' 
towed him in. , the Majore rush of temperament to

As for me, I stands there swallow In the ear8 Anyhow, there's a familiar 
air bubbles until my red-heeded dto- fUcl(er under them bushy eyebrows of 
position got below toe boiling point hla aald i ajn't at alii surprised when he 
once more. Then I turns to Piddle. remarks soothin': “I gather. Major,

"You heard didn't you?" says I. that someone can't seem to get eomq- 
Piddle node. "But I don't quite un- done-

deratand," eayu he. "What did he ..preclaely .. „aya the Major, mopptn' 
mean by—er-homb-piwfer? a tew pearly beads off hto eh toy dome.
,„.Ju8t ra"a, na“®ry' 1J* "And when a regular army captain
The rankest kind. Jl*“to way of makea up hla mind that a thing can't 

1 Indicatin' that I m a Te“°w ^ be done—well, It's hopeless, that'» all 
gin under a roll-top desk for fear * ,n y,,, Lnatance. however, I fear he'e 
"one’ll kick me ont where a parier _ worge luck,••

Pomeranian wlU look cross at me. Ex- *Anyway;. ,uggests Mr. ElHns. "h« 
cuse me tf I dont seem to workup a ^ you totok that toe thing to
* . Fact 11, though, Itn“*sttto lmpoOTlble, eh?"
ktad of uaed rassie “Think!" growls toe Major, glmcto'

Oh, I say. though I prots.ts Plddic, lctoua at old Hickory. “I eay,
"Why everyone knows ^Ellina, what are you getting at? Still 

“That's where you're dead wrong. h ,h„ red ^pe notion, are
P1<nle'wl brei^th*“t wiu^mmrt'oftoe youT Perhaps you Imagine this to be 
really toow» Shï*‘ Yïlîf Piïïth^raed a caBB where, If yoti could only turn 
young hicks who ve beeu P'atihurg d g wonderful organlxatlon, you 
into uniform, are tlnaiy «roa» Pe£ mul(| work a mlraclc?" 
scope pond helpfn swat toe Hun. I m „N<) MaJor .. aaya old Hickory. “We 
still Hoatto arooud hBre don't claim to deal to miracles; but
worse toancar dust ' when we decide that a thing out to
toaki. Why. even them boW liberty b(_ doI>e at a certain time—we'll gen- make It usable to a practical way. The
AM^aro tired of asking me when I'm at°eh?” grins toe MWor track ,s aaei ** the conduct“r’ aJld
going to be sent over to teU Pershing -.-^"^'Sy EUim you big bus. the electrical current reachee toe mov- 
Kw It ought to be done. But when tf “”a^ J^'g^to Brt lug troin through Its wheels. The teat.

gggjsas s.s c.rssr2iw:sri ;isxzss'zzvsz Z. ---
Right here. „ lh t . Ible within toe time limit. I euppose phrey'e station, on the Canadian Oov-
ma^c'^r^qrtto “Î, tort y™ would merely press a button emment Railways, n. apparatus was 
I passed oat to Old Hickory a little “d~~ , devised by a New York Arm and a
Uyr on. He listens about as eympe, lln8N°V^oUW ttapwTu^, It “rer to representative of too United Statee 
tootle as a traffic cop bearin' why you I wouldeli^y turn^H over to QOTemmeIlt w„ preaeBt. Communlca,
tried to rush the stop eigûal. The^Maior elances at me careless tion was set up not only between the
he^^m^'^ht 'V “L^'Ty«hlhea,, d̂uepr„bah“ydd0na; “tw^’iSSSr"ÎÏÏ

S5& is ritis
I am ; entitled to a private eecreuur, haven’t the vaguest train a rgutar station on the lines of a

a rc^t^u Kz,rr=: ayr” &g£k a~ siya the au-
V And I rather think you have. So there aChuLlrel to twerty-ttve." During toe teat, which was very

Mr FlUns " save 1 'Taken," saye toe Major. Then he complete, toe convereattona were car- 
, toaT^av TdoB-t tuny: to me. “When can you start, tied on between the moving Wain and 

but I can't seelt that way. I dont the dispatchers office In a clear and
a mi tor8ïï?’Sti?10W ^ cut off from the car

5Sr“K: 2SS^s:sir»-TS yj=»»sr.îas
V. -WeU ,n the Telephone Oo. for five spools of wire tor to toe engineer ‘Realty! says ne. we“- in wh4o,. von'll find stored somewhere on "The engine was then stopped by tele, 

first place, my son, a war time com- South. See If you can phon< orders from the conductor, whomission is something one doesn’t Central Farit »oum. *>ee can v ^ ^ ^ ^ lngtrueted to come
chuck back at the United States Gov- get.Y®“' ay , «And euppose I back and couple up win. Then an
ernmeut because of any personal whim. Yes, sir. says I. And suppose i nac^ ^ giv^ by the conductor to
It Isn’t being done. And then again, can. phitoria before back up the tmin and take on the flag-

^ 5.Æ toew?«y. he. “I .trail man. who had gone back to ffag.
^rt Sal ÎTirtT h, the game." be^lravtog tajtt-jk ■£. *>£< £
aaya L "when toe recruRlug officers |®Lb^fh?^d^' "ting If It was safe to beck up. and
wernet passing any but young Sen- le<?j“iath“t’?”d „ tJiere „„ Uie answer by telephone from the dte-
•S5. bir^hT1 MS' mHaakVe6 l '£ g was that tola would be el.
^ » Quartermaster General s O. K., and right.

TORCHY STORIES
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"We sure wlU," says the sergeant, cant say I hated it. At the same toms 
I tried not to look too chesty. But 
when I wheeled the procession into the 
side street end got ’em bunched two 
deep in front of the Plutorla’s carriage 
entrance I ain’t sure but what I wan 
weann’ kind of a satisfied grin.

Not for long, though. The six-foot 
taxi starter in the rear admiral's uni­
form jumps right in with the prompt 
protest. He wants to know what th« 
biinkety-blink I think I'm doin’ btock- 
in up his right of way in that fashion. 

"You can't do it! Take ’em away! ”
^"IVkeep the lid on, old Goulaah," 
says I. "Sergeant, If he gets messy, 
roll one of those spools on him. I’ll 
be back shortly.”

With that I blows into the Plutorla 
and hunts up the tea room. The 
Major's there, all right, and Mr. EUlns, 
also a couple of ladies. They're Just 
bein’ served with Oolong and caviar 
sandwiches.

“Ah!” says the Major, as he spots 
me. "Our gallant young office lieuten­
ant, eh? WeU, sir, anything to re­
port?”

"The spools are outside, sir,” says L 
“Wh—a—at!" he gasps.
“Where’ll you have ’em put, sir?'* 

says I.
About then, though, In trails the taxi 

starter, the manager and a brace of 
house detectives.

"Thats him!” says the started, 
pointin’ me out. "He’s the one that’s 
blockin’ traffic.”

I will say this for the Major, though, 
he'e a good sport. He comes right to 
the front and takes all the blame.

I m responsible,” he teUs the man­
ager. "It’s perfectly all right, too. 
Military necessity, sir. Weil, perhaps 
you don’t like it, but I’ll have you un­
derstand, sir, I could block off yofir 
whole street if I wished. So clear 
out, all of you."

"Why, Horace!” puts in one of the 
ladles, grabbin’ him by the arm.

“Yes, yes, my dear,” says the Major. 
“I know. No scene. Certainly not. 
Only these hotel persons must be put- 
in their place. And if you will excuse 
me for a moment I’ll see what can be 
done. Come, Lieutenant. I want to 
get a look at those spools myself.”

Well, he did. “But—but I under­
stood," says he, “that they were stuck 
in concrete or something of the kind.”

“Yes sir,” says I. "We had to un­
stick ’em. Pneumatic drills and s 
steam roller. Very simple.”

“Great Scott!” says he. “Why didn't
that fool Captain think of----- But,
see here, I don’t want ’em here. Now. 
it we could only get them to Pier

OLD HICKORY ELUNS “Now then, men. ‘Shun! And forget 
those dope sticks for a minute. How’ll 
you have ’em, Lieutenant—twos or 
fours?”

“Twos will look more Impressive, I 
guess, says I. ‘And just follow me.”

“Fall In!’ says the sergeant. “By 
twos. Rîÿht about! March!”

-o when I rounds into the street 
again and bears down on this gang 
foreman I has him bug-eyed from the 
start. He don't seem to know whether 
he’s being pinched or not.

"What's your name, my man?" says 
I, wavin’ the Q. M.’s order threatenin'.

It’s Mike something or other, as l 
could have guessed without him near 
chokin’ to get it out.

“Very well, Mike,” I goes on, as im­
portant as I knew how. “See those 
spools over there that you people have 
done your best to bury? WeU, those 
have been requisitioned from the Tele­
phone Company by the U. S. Army. 
Here’s the order. Now I want you to 
get busy with your driU gang and cut 
’em loose.”

“But—but see here, boss,’ sputters 
Mike, " 'ils a private contract they’re 
workin’ on and I couldn't be afte 

“Couldn't, eh?” says I. "Lemme tell 
you something. That wire has to go qp 
a transport that’s due to sail the first 
thing In the morning. It’s for the Sig 
nal Corps and they need It to stretch 
a Headquarter’s line into Berlin.”

“Sorry, boss,” says Mike, "but I 
would nt dast to-—”

“Sergeant,” says I, “do you duty.” 
U-h-huh! That got Mike all right. 

And when we’d yanked him up off his 
knees and convinced him that he 
wouldn’t be shot for an hour or so 
yet he’s so thankful that he gets those 
drills to work in record time.

It was a first-class hunch, if I do 
have to admit it myself. You should 
have seen how neat them rapid fire 
machines begun unbuttonin’ those big 
wooden spools, specially after a couple 
of our doughboy squad, who'd worked 
pneumatic rlviters back home, 
hold c.f the drills. Others fished 
hand sledges and crow-bars out of &. 
tool shed and helped the work along, 
while Mike encourages his gang with a 
fluent Hne of foreman repartee.

Course, I didn’t have the whole thing 
doped out at the start, but gettln’ away 
with this first stab only showed me 
how easy it was if you wasn’t bashful 
about callin' for help. From them on I 
didn’t let much assistance get away 
from me, either. Yankin’ the spools 
out to the street level by hookin’ on 
the steam roller was my next play, but 
commandeerin’ a sand blast outfit that 
was at work half way down the block 
was all Mike's idea.

“They need smoothin' up a bit, boss.” 
says he.

And inside of half an hour we had 
all five of them spools lookin’ new and 
bright, like they’d just come from the 
mill.

or more.
"Say!” says I jerky and breathless, 

I wasbut to nobody In particular, 
just registerin’ .the fact that I d had a 
sudden thought.

A few minutes before, too, Id seen 
a squad of rookies wander past and 
Into the park. I remembered noticin 
what a husky, tanned lot they were 
and from their hat cords that they be­
longed to the artillery branch. Well, 

In a flash I’d shin- 
wall and was head-

that was enougji, 
ned over the at due 
In’ ’em off. x 

You know how these cantonment 
delegations wander around town aim­
less when they're dumped down here 
on leave waltlpg to be shunted off quiet 
onto some transport? No friends, 
mighty little money, and nothing to do 
but tramp the streets or hang around 
the Y. They actually looked kind of 
grateful when I stops 'em and returns 

As luck would have iti their salute, 
there's a top sergeant In the bunch, so 
I don’t have to make a reg’lar speech.

It’s this way, sergeant,” says I. “I*m 
looking for a few volunteer*"

‘There's ten of us, sir,” says he, “with 
I not a thing on our hands but time.” 

"Then perhaps you’ll help me put 
over something on a boss ditch dig­
ger,’ says I. “It’s nothing official, but 
it may help General Pershing a whole 
lot.”

A steam roller was smooth-

MONCTON EXPERIMENT 
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roads The wires are attached to the 
engine and to the tender. The voice- 
transmission takes place through the 
wheels and down to the rails, where it 

along and Is picked up by the 
engineer, conductor or dispatcher, 
which ever party the signal indicates 
the message is for.

"Just here a most interesting and ex­
ceedingly useful feature of the whole 
scheme of telephoning to a train by 
means of track circuit and wheels, 
axles, and train-wires should be men­
tioned. It is this: The block signal 
system divides the track into sections, 
and each section can be reached sep­
arately. In this country an accident 
might destroy a section or a ’block," 
but the block on each side of the 
mutilated one could be reached bby tele-* 
phone, vand a train in front or behind 
the wreck could be spoken to as if 
notliing had happened. This feature, 
excellent as it is for us, might be of 
priceless value in France, where the|hea~ 
United Statee Government has miles 
of railway behind the Allied line.

"Here, mistAe. inadvertence, or ac­
cident may destroy a sectional block of 
track, and we would find the telephone 
with this feature of the highest utility.
Not so, in degrees of convenience only., 
in France. There the enemy of liberty, 
free thought, and strong development 
constantly endeavors to break the con­
tinuity of the line. If evil fortune per­
mits him, with some high explosive, to 
destroy a ‘block’ of track, he but ham­
pers a
phone can reach trains on either side 
or the damaged portion, 
those who have enslaved science and 
made her work for ignoble ends, and 
prostituted the knowledge God has giv­
en us as a reward for hard labor and 
conscientious thought—these men are 
beaten at their own game by applied 
science, and it Is from this country 
that the new thought and impulse

Train Telephone Test Described in United States 
Publications — Repr i mtative of United States 
Government Interested in Invention and It Ap­

pears To Be Success—Was Tried a Year Ago- 

Interesting Problem Opened Up.

11 :
1

“That would be a long way to roll 
’em. sir,” says I, “but it could be done. 
Loadin’ 'em on a couple of army trucks 
would be easier, though. There’s a 
Quartermaster’s depot at the foot of 
Fifty-seventh street, you know.”

'So there is,” says he. "I’ll call 
them up. Come in, will you, Lieuten­
ant and—and join us at tea? 
earned it, I think.”

Three minutes more and the Major 
announces that the trucks are on the

“Alter backing up -to the flagman, 
the order was received from the dis­
patcher’s office to go ahead to Hum­
phrey’s , and cross over to the other 
trafck and come back to Moncton. Be­
fore reaching Humphrey’s a second 
telephone message was received from 
the dispatcher countermanding the 
previous order to cross over, but to 
return to Moncton on the same track, 

the train was protected from the

A successful test of telephone com­
munication between a traln-deepatch- 
er’a office and a moving train has re­
cently been made by the Canadian Gov­
ernment. This has been accomplished 
before, but the present device 
bodies some features that are said to

•What next, sir?” asks the sergeant 
“Why,’ says I. “the fussy old Major 

who's so hot for getting these things is 
waiting at the Plutoria about ten 
blocks down. Maybe he wants
there. I wonder if we could----- ”

“Sure!” says the sergeant. '•This 
y gun bunch can move anything. 

Here! I'll show ’em how."
Willi that he runs a crowbar through 

the center of one of the spools, puts a 
man on either side to push, and rolls it 
along as easy as weelin’ a baby car­
riage.

You've

Which means. Ellins," he adds, 
“that you win your twenty-five. Here 
you are."

"If you don’t mind.” says Old Hick­
ory, “I’ll keep this and pass on my 
hundred to Torchy here. He might like 
to entertain hft volunteer squad with

I8 rear.
“All these instructlone were trans­

mitted by telephone from toe dispatch 
er's office to toe c onductor on the cas 
and hj- him transmitted to the engineet 
by telephone, while toe car, was run­
ning. showing that it Is perfectly fea. 
Bible to control a moving train by tele­
phone from the dispatcher's office at a 
distent point. . ....“Communication was also establish­
ed between the moving train and the 
city telephone service. The Canadian 
Government Railway'officials express 
themselves as thoroughly satisfied with 
the practicability of the whole test, 
the equipment used, and the highly 
important work which was then, and 

always be done by tills means, ot 
reaching a train which is usually, un­
der such circumstances, completely out 
of the range of control and entirely 
beyond help.

"oNt only is the startling statement 
made, but it has been verified that 

possible to establish 
: train

It.”
got throughSwell tactics, sergeant.' says I. Did 1? Say. when 

"And just for that I’m goin’ to provide shawln that bunch of far west artillery 
your squad with a little music. Might husks how to put in a real pleasant 
as well do this in style, eh? Wait a]evening «along Broadway there wasn’t 
minute " j enough change left to buy a sportin’

And it wasn’t long before I was back extra. But they’d had chow in the 
another dash into the park tow I giddiest lobster palace under the whits 

in'halt a drum corps that I'd borrowed lights, they'd occupied two boxes a< 
from some Junior Naval Reserves that the zippiest girl show in town.

And next mornin’. when Old Hick­
ory comes paddin' into the general of­
fices he stops to put me friendly on 
the shoulder.

T think we have succeeded irt revis­
ing the Major’s opinion." he remarks, 
“as tc the general utility of bombproof* 
era in certain instances.”

bit of the line because the tele-

Thus are drillin’ over on the balltield.
So it was some nifty little parade 

that 1 finally lines up to lead down 
Fifth avenue. First there's me, then 
the drum corps, then the sergeant and 
his men rollin’ them spools of wire.
We strings out for more'n a block.

You’d think New Yorkers were so
used to parades by this time that you i grins up at him. “Then.” says I. 
couldn't get ’em stretchin' their necks *do j get a recommend for active duty 
for anything less’n a regiment of hand, within jabbin’ distance of the Huns?” 
picked heroes. They’ve seen the "We did. consider that." says Old 
French Blue Devils at close range. Hickory, "but the decision was Just as 
gawped at the Belgians, and chummed i suspected from the first. The Major
with the Anzacs. Bnt. say, this speel- says it would be a shame to waste
pushln’ stunt was a new one on ’em. you on anything less than a divisional 
Folks just lined the curb and stared, command, and there aren't enough of 
Then some bird starts to cheer and it’s those to go around, 
taken up all down the line, just on jie thinks that anyone who Is able to 
faith get things done in New York in the

"Hey, pipe the new rollin' tanks!" wizara-like way that you can should
shoute someone. be kept within call of Governor's

"Gwan!” sings out another wise guy. Island. So I fear, Torchy. that you and 
"Them’s wooden bombs they're goin’ President Wilson and I will have to go 
to drop on Willie” on serving our country right here.”

"It’s the first time I’ve been counted "All right. Mr. Ellins," says 
any of this hooray stuff, and 1 expect you win—as per usual.

n
H

“It k not for us to prescribe a course 
of action to the Government or to say 
that tills or that remedy is infallible. 
We offer this suggestion, however, that 
the Government look into this whole 
matter of telephone connection to a 
moving train and the adjunct that 
goes with it of reaching trains separat­
ed by an impassable area or trains in 
distress, or those that as they proceed 
may pick up information priceless to 
the Army.

"If not used here at present, the tele­
phone will some day be so used, but 
its utility for military lines, looks to 
us to be of the highest fa 
when freedom stands with 
against the wall fighting for the right.”

communication is 
between a moving 
phore-service, which makes it possible 
for one to talk directly through the 
telephone In one's hotel-room to some 
one on a train one hundred miles away 
running sixty miles an hour.”
• The material used in installing the 
railway telephone is declared fltit to 
be at all costly, but to consist of stan­
dard goods found in any well-equipped 
electrical supply-house throughout the 
country and to be easily applicable. 
We read further:

‘Telephone wires are attached to the 
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